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 JH Track 
 By Tessa Gunderson 

 On Tuesday, April 26th, the junior high girls had a track 
 meet. This year, there are 13 total junior high track athletes out. 
 This includes four 8th graders and nine 7th graders. This athletic 
 group of girls participates in multiple field events, including 
 shotput, discus, long jump, and high jump. Cora Niemeier and 
 Danika DeBoom compete in shot put; Danika and Peyton Reimerss 
 compete in discus; Mersaydes Orris, Lilli Gunderson, Bella 
 Barnhart, and Lisa Vander Veen do long jump, and Ruby Irwin and 
 Gracie Gunderson compete in high jump. 

 During the Sibley meet, Ruby Irwin, Gracie Gunderson, 
 Grace Gomes, and Danika ran in the shuttle hurdle relay. Cora, 
 Sydney Rahe, and Lisa Vander Veen competed in the 100-meter 
 dash. In the 1600-meter relay, Ruby Irwin, Mersaydes, Danika, and 
 Lilli competed. Madilynn Mandelkow and Grace Gomes competed 
 in the open 400-meter dash. Mersaydes, Sydney, Peyton, and 
 Gracie competed in the 4x200 relay. Lilli and Bella competed in the 
 1500-meter relay. Madilynn competed in the flight hurdles. Peyton 
 and Lisa competed in the open 200 meter. Cora, Ruby, Mersaydes, 
 and Madilynn competed in the 800-meter medley relay. Grace 
 competed in the 200-meter hurdles, and Bella and Lisa competed in 
 the open 800-meter run. The girls also had a 4x100 relay which 
 Cora, Sydney, Peyton, and Gracie competed in. 

 They placed very well during this meet as a team and 
 individually. The team said that they need to continue to improve 
 their running times. Cora Niemeier said that her favorite things 
 about track are making new friends, getting in shape, and getting 
 ribbons. 

 Prom 
 By Hailey Cody 

 HLP’s prom was last Saturday, April 30th. The day’s schedule was 
 jam-packed with stuff to keep the students busy by starting with professional 
 pictures from 3:30-to 5:30. 

 Next, we had the car parade at 6:00. This is when all the couples ride 
 around town, showing off the cool cars they got to ride in. Following at 7:00 
 was our Grand March. The best part was after all of the couples walked 
 through, they could walk through again with whomever they wanted to do a 
 “funny ones” photo op. 

 After the Grand March and everyone got done taking pictures with 
 their families, we walked over to the community center to eat the meal, which 
 was steak and chicken. This lasted until 9:30, which led right into the dance 
 from 9:30-11:30. The worst was having to walk back and forth between the 
 Community Center and the High School in the cold rain. 

 When the dance ended, everyone went home to change out of their 
 dresses and tuxedos to get ready for the after prom. After prom was at Air 
 Madness in Sioux Falls, where they had escape rooms, trampolines, Virtual 
 Reality, laser tag, and pizza. The students had an hour and a half bus ride back 
 to Lake Park and got back around to the school around 7:00 am to end the 
 night of fun. 
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 HLP Prom - Continued  Guest Editorial: 
 Speech in School 

 by Anonymous 

 Abortion, vaccines, war, and 
 most recently, free speech -- the 
 world is in a hot place right now, and 
 it is changing below our feet. People 
 are arguing about anything and 
 everything under the sun, but where 
 can we draw the line? The simple 
 answer is we can’t. People will 
 continue to try to change things 
 throughout the rest of our time. For 
 now, I believe when it comes to the 
 issue of free speech, we should not 
 change. 

 In 1776, a bunch of men sat 
 down in a room and created a 
 multi-thousand-word document 
 stating what we should be able to do 
 and not do. They allowed it to also be 
 amenable through a tough process. 
 The very first amendment states that 
 “Congress shall make no law 
 respecting an establishment of 
 religion, or prohibiting the free 
 exercise thereof; or abridging the 
 freedom of speech, or of the press; or 
 the right of the people peaceably to 
 assemble, and to petition the 
 government for a redress of 
 grievances.” This boils down to 
 people being able to voice their 
 opinion and say what they want. 

 According to the National 
 School Boards Association, the 
 purpose of public education is to 
 develop a productive workforce, 
 create an informed citizenry, and 
 provide for social mobility. Not a 
 single one of these premises can be 
 completed without allowing young 
 minds to think and say what they 
 want. Productive workers are always 
 making changes to improve 
 productivity, citizens should always 
 be keeping their higher-ups in check, 
 and you must be opinionated to be 
 socially mobile. 

 As you can see, free speech is 
 necessary for schools today to 
 complete their goals in preparing 
 young minds for the future, and the 
 speech rules in school and society 
 elsewhere should remain the same. 

 Question of the 
 Week 

 by Delaney deBoom 

 As the end of the school year 
 is approaching, many students begin 
 to stress about finals. In the hopes of 
 getting their minds off of everything, 
 I asked a group of MS/HS students 
 what they are most looking forward 
 to with summer approaching. Here is 
 what they said: 

 Ava R. -  Boating 

 Wyatt L. - Making Money 

 Tessa G. - Boating 

 Allison W. - State Fair 

 Mikel L. - The Lake 

 Jacob M. - Making Money 

 Payton R. - AAU Basketball 

 Chayce F. - State Fair 

 Travis L. - Water Skiing 

 Brooke N. - Not Being in School 

 Lucas A. - Boating 

 Mylee W. - Not Being in School 

 Kendal N. - State Fair 

 Abby O. - Texas Vacation 

 Tyler W. - Not Being in School 
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