
THE HARRIS-LAKE PARK COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD OF EDUCATION 
MET IN THE CAFETERIA OF THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ON OCTOBER 8TH, 2020 at 
7:30PM FOR THE PURPOSE OF HOLDING A SPECIAL MEETING. PRESENT WERE THE 
FOLLOWING PERSONS: Directors Hibma, Stahly, Goodell and Elser. Superintendent Irwin, 
Principal Hiemstra and Secretary Gunderson were also present. Visitors were; Neal and Rebecca 
Luitjens, Ebony Rahe, Kim and Jamie Renken, Doug Otto, Stephanie Wittrock, Lynette Ehret, 
Shakira Meyer and Shawn Syverson. 
 
Director Elser made a motion, seconded by Hibma to approve the agenda as printed. Motion 
carried 4-0. 
 
All attendees were present to hear discussion about the new COVID-19 guidance. 
 
Superintendent Irwin outlined the most current COVID-19 guidelines from the Iowa Department 
of Public Health. Close contacts of COVID positive cases will no longer need to quarantine for 
14 days if a face covering was worn consistently and correctly by the positive case and close 
contacts. The positive case must isolate. The close contacts should self monitor. If the positive 
case wore a face covering, but the close contacts did not, those close contacts must be 
quarantined. If the positive case did not wear a face covering, close contacts must quarantine 
whether or not they wore a face covering.  
 
Principal Hiemstra discussed H-LP COVID tracking by the numbers. 30 students to date have 
been on line temporarily. This ranges from 2 days to 14 days depending on the situation. We 
have 10 students who have selected the permanent on line option. We do have 3 staff members 
who have been temporarily out of the building. To date we have zero positive cases for staff and 
students.  
 
Mr. Hiemstra discussed contact tracing scenarios with and without masks for the Middle School 
and High School showing the board the number of students who would be quarantined in each 
scenario. Superintendent also mentioned a quarantine scenario at the elementary level if they 
were to have a positive case. 
 
Superintendent Irwin presented the Board with 3 options. Option #1 – H-LP requires all students 
and staff the wear masks when in the school buildings and on buses. Masks can be removed in a 
classroom provided that 6 feet of social distancing is available. Option #2- H-LP will continue to 
recommend masks be worn by students and staff. The MS/HS will make mitigation adjustments 
in order to “silo” students similar to the elementary to reduce the number of quarantines in the 
event we would have a positive case. Option #3-H-LP will continue to recommend masks worn 
by staff and students. H-LP will maintain current mitigation efforts in the elementary and MS/HS 
buildings. H-LP will continue to follow guidelines set for the by the DE, IDPH and Governor. 
 
The Board then held a discussion asking many clarifying questions concerning the new 
COVID-19 guidance. President Stahly then opened up the discussion with all of those attending 
the meeting. Discussion and comments then followed. Superintendent Irwin recommends the 
mask mandate because the least amount of kids would have to quarantine. After much 
consideration and discussion the H-LP Board will continue to recommend masks be worn by 



students and staff. H-LP will maintain mitigation efforts at the elementary. The Board directed 
administration to enhance the mitigation efforts at the MS/HS building. We must be prepared 
that significant numbers of students will be quarantined if there is a positive case in our school 
district. 
 
President Stahly thanked those in attendance and the board appreciates all of the input provided 
by all.  President Stahly thanked the administration and staff for doing a great job handling this 
situation.  
 
President Stahly adjourned the meeting at 8:58 pm. 
 
 
 

 
Douglas Stahly Mindy Gunderson 
Board President Board Secretary 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 


