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Introduction  

The Association of Mining and Exploration Companies (AMEC) welcomes the opportunity to provide a 

submission to to the Department of Regional NSW, Mining Exploration and Geoscience (MEG) on the 

draft Suspension of Mining Operations Policy (Policy) and Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs). 

 

About AMEC 

AMEC is a leading national minerals industry association representing over 450 member companies 

across Australia. Our members are explorers, emerging miners, producers, and a wide range of 

businesses and services working in and for the minerals industry.  

 

Introduction of policy will provide certainty for industry, government and the community 

AMEC welcomes the development of the draft Suspension of Mining Operations Policy and the 

proposed changes to and clarification of the notification process for a mining lease holder to 

temporarily suspend mining operations.  

The temporary and voluntary suspension of mining operations may be required in a number of 

circumstances, and often at very short notice. The draft Policy takes this reality into consideration and 

aims to set out clear details on the application process and circumstances that will be considered 

when reviewing an application to suspend mining operations. AMEC also appreciates the provision of 

a Frequently Asked Questions document to assist industry to understand and comply with the 

changes.  

AMEC does recommend that the Policy could be improved through clarification on some of the detail 

noted below as well as additional questions in the FAQ document. 

 

  

https://amecinc.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/Ec0D23AUpv9KnpVy4PiBA7cBY_ec6qGea5U8qBqT3BOTxQ
https://amecinc.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/Ec0D23AUpv9KnpVy4PiBA7cBY_ec6qGea5U8qBqT3BOTxQ
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AMEC comments on the draft Policy 

1. Allow notification only suspension for mines within two years of a prior suspension 

The need to suspend mining operations may arise at short notice and may occur more than once 

during the lifetime of a mine. Further, a second or subsequent suspension may be for reasons 

unrelated to a previous suspension. For example, change of management or ownership, cessation of 

ore, pandemic staff shortages, bush fires, floods can and do occur. AMEC understands the concerns 

of Government in relation to multiple suspensions and the importance of ongoing rehabilitation 

requirements, however, second and subsequent suspensions should have the same requirements as 

initial suspensions, especially as one of the considerations of a suspension is any previous periods of 

suspension.  

AMEC recommends that all suspensions up to 12 months require notification within 30 business days. 

Note the additional recommendation to clarify in the Policy for business days not simply ‘days’.  

2. Provide a Flow Chart detailing notification and application requirements 

As the requirements for notification and application for suspension vary depending on length and 

timing of suspension, as well as any previous suspension, AMEC recommends that a flow chart is 

included in the Policy to clearly outline the application requirements for industry. 

3. Provide guidance on how a lease holder can get an adjustment to their rehabilitation 

security 

If mining operations are suspended and a lease holder will not be proceeding with planned mining 

activities, then the full mining activities provided for in the rehabilitation bond will not occur.  

AMEC recommends that the Policy include details on the process to apply for an adjustment to the 

rehabilitation bond for the disturbance that will not be occurring due to the suspension, as well as a 

partial refund of bonds for rehabilitation work that has been completed. 

4. Clarify the process of suspension including extension of suspension. 

Clarification is needed on the process to extend suspension of mining operations beyond 12 months 

and beyond three years, or to apply for a second suspension within two years of a previous 

suspension if the initial recommendation is not accepted.  

AMEC recommends that the Policy clarifies the following issues: 

▪ Which forms are required for notification/application? Include links to the “relevant 

application form” in the Policy. 

▪ What is the application cost, if any? 

▪ What is the timeframe to receive a consent or refusal? 

▪ What is the process to apply for an extension at the end of a three-year suspension? 

▪ How will the need for an economic review and onsite inspection be determined? 

▪ If the extension is refused, is there a provision for the lease holder to appeal? 

▪ How is mining lease renewal is managed during a suspension period? 
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5. Detail what communication the lease holder can expect from MEG regarding their 

application 

AMEC appreciates the reduction in red tape and administrative costs for both Government and 

industry by requiring notification only for suspensions up to 12 months. However, clarification is 

needed for this process in a number of scenarios.  

AMEC recommends that the Policy clarifies:  

▪ How the lease holder be notified if their application/notification is received, is complete and 

accepted? 

▪ How is the lease holder notified if their application is incomplete or does not meet 

notification requirements? If so what is the process to amend their application? What is the 

timeframe? 

▪ How much notice will be provided if consent for suspension is revoked? 

▪ What is the appeal process if a suspension is revoked or not approved? 

6. Clarify suspensions for mining ‘projects’ 

If the mining lease in question forms part of a project, this counts as a valid extenuating factor for the 

temporary and voluntary suspension of mining activities. However, it is unclear in the draft Policy how 

and when project status must be determined and how evidence of this can be provided. 

AMEC recommends further clarification is provided in the Policy regarding project status. This should 

include the process for suspensions of parts of a mining project.  

7. Clarify the relationship between suspension and ‘care and maintenance’ 

The FAQ documents states that ‘care and maintenance’ may to be used to describe what is actually 

suspension of mining operations, however the Policy does not clearly state if the both the terms 

describe the same function. Several our members, after reading the Policy, understood that these 

were two different processes. Are there situations where a mine under ‘care and maintenance’ would 

not be under suspension?  

As the term ‘care and maintenance’ is so widely used, AMEC recommends that the relationship 

between this term and ‘suspension’ is clarified in the Policy. 

8. Clarify the suspension fees, if any 

The draft Policy notes that fees apply to suspensions but with no clarity on the cost of the fees and 

timeframe for payment. The draft Policy is also silent on the reasoning and potential costs when the 

“Department may undertake further studies…which will be charged to the applicant”. 

AMEC recommends that the Policy is transparent on the fees applicable to suspensions and the 

circumstances and costs when the Departments undertakes “further studies”.   

9. Include details of and links to all ‘relevant forms’ 

It is important to ensure industry can easily access the notification and application forms relevant to 

the Policy and that these forms are available as soon as the Policy is released.  
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AMEC recommends providing links to these forms in the Policy as well as including the form number 

so lease holders may find the forms if the links do not work for any reason. 

 

AMEC comments on the FAQs 

1. Amend the description of extenuating circumstances in the FAQs to match the 

description in the Policy 

The description of extenuating circumstances in the Policy lists example extenuating circumstances, 

implying that there are further extenuating circumstances which may be considered. However, the 

section in the FAQs does not align with the draft Policy list.  

AMEC recommends amending the description of the extenuating circumstances in the FAQs to align 

with the description in the Policy. 

2. Include the following questions in the FAQ: 

▪ What if the need to suspend is immediate, but the mine had a previous suspension within 

the last two years? 

▪ Can a lease holder submit a notification to suspend if the expiry of the mining lease is within 

12 months? 

▪ Is there a process for renewing a mining lease under suspension? 

▪ How many times can suspension be extended?  

▪ What is the process for assessment of suspension notifications? 

▪ Can the rehabilitation bond be adjusted to align with the project if a mining suspension 

occurs? What is the process? 

▪ How the lease holder be notified if their application/notification is received, is complete and 

accepted? 

▪ How is the lease holder notified if their application is incomplete or does not meet 

notification requirements? If so what is the process to amend their application? What is the 

timeframe? 

▪ How much notice will be provided if consent for suspension is revoked? 

▪ What is the appeal process if a suspension is revoked or not approved? 

 

 

AMEC looks forward to working further with Government on this important matter and if you have any 

queries regarding this submission, please do not hesitate to contact:  

Lucy McClean 

Director – New South Wales, Victoria & Tasmania. 


