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Introduction  

AMEC appreciates the opportunity to provide a submission to the Department on the ‘Mining 

Amendment Bill 2022 – Ability to prescribe fees’ consultation. We note this consultation relates to the 

amendments already released for consultation as Mining Amendment Bill (No.2) 2021 (now 2022), 

however solely relates to proposed amendments to insert the ability to prescribe lodgment fees for 

objections against applications for mining tenure. 

About AMEC 

The Association of Mining and Exploration Companies (AMEC) is a national industry association 

representing over 460 member companies across Australia, the majority having project interests in 

Western Australia. Our members are mineral explorers, emerging miners, producers, and a wide 

range of businesses working in and for the industry. Collectively, AMEC’s member companies 

account for over $100 billion of the mineral exploration and mining sector’s capital value. 

Mineral exploration and mining make a critical contribution to Australia’s economy, directly employing 

over 274,000 people. In 2020/21 Industry generated a record high $301 billion in mining exports, 

invested $3.2 billion in exploration expenditure to discover the mines of the future, and collectively 

paid over $39.3 billion in royalties and taxes.  

In WA, a record 148,395 people were employed in mining and exploration in 2020/21, and $2.1 billion 

was spent on mineral exploration in 2020/21, representing a 21% increase from 2019/20, accounting 

for 65% of Australia’s overall mineral exploration expenditure.  

Mining Amendment Bill 2022 – Ability to prescribe fees 

General Comments 

Currently there is no arrangement under Western Australia’s Mining Act 1978 (Mining Act) to 

prescribe fees for the lodgement of objections against applications for mining tenure. Following this 

consultation process and the legislative amendment process, if changes are introduced, they will form 

part of the Mining Amendment Bill 2022. 

If a fee is considered appropriate, following legislative amendments, the fees will be outlined in the 

Mining Regulations 1981 (Mining Regulations). This proposed amendment will more closely align the 

objection procedures with other legislative provisions relating to applications and other actions, under 

the Mining Act.  
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Proposed introduction of inserting abilities to prescribe fees  

DMIRS’ proposal to prescribe a fee for the lodgements of objections against applications for mining 

tenements, is cautiously supported. With continued, robust Industry engagement, we consider a fee, 

could contribute to a decline in the number of vexatious or nuisance plaints. 

These changes are similar to recommendations AMEC has made in the past to increase the fee for 

plaints to the Warden’s Court to drive a reduction in the number of vexatious plaints. 

AMEC reiterates our support in principle for this proposed power to prescribe fees, for the purpose of 

reducing vexatious plaints. However, if this is merely for the purpose of cost recovery, AMEC does not 

support the proposal as it is clearly a core service of Government.  

Future consultation on the quantum of fees 

The release of this consultation without the quantum of proposed fees for the lodgement of objection 

applications makes it extremely difficult to comment on the fee without knowing the scale. Some 

understanding of the likely fee or fee range is needed now for informed consent to be provided. For 

example, is it reasonable to expect the same fee prescribed such as the current registration of 

dealings, i.e. $139.00? 

Timeframes 

The Department’s proposal to increase fees has raised corresponding questions regarding the speed 

of service.  Feedback on the slow pace of objection management by the Department has been 

highlighted as a cause of frustration. Industry has reported experiencing delays in the acceptance of 

Minutes, registration of withdrawal of objections as well as delays in correspondence.  

The Warden’s Court underpins the dispute resolution mechanisms on Western Australian mining 

tenure. Ensuring the efficiency of the Court’s operations must remain a priority for DMIRS. 

Final comment 

The introduction of fees will increase the cost of lodging an objection, which we hope will lead to a 

reduction in the number of vexatious plaints. Ultimately however, the exercise by the Warden of their 

capacities to more rigorously assess plainters, is the most efficient method to reduce vexatious and 

nuisance plainting. 

We look forward to the next stages of consultation on the precise quantum of the fee.  
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