
 

 

To: NT Minerals Titles Branch 

Re: Guide to mineral exploration in the Northern Territory  

11 March 2022 

 

Introduction  

AMEC appreciates the opportunity to be consulted by the Minerals Titles Branch of the Department of 

Industry, Tourism and Trade on this draft Guide to mineral exploration in the Northern Territory (the 

Guide).   

The Government has a crucial role to provide concise information as they are usually the first point of 

contact for new entrants to the Territory.   

About AMEC 

The Association of Mining and Exploration Companies (AMEC) is a leading national industry 

association representing over 460 members from all around Australia. Our members are explorers, 

emerging miners, producers, and a wide range of businesses working in and for the industry; we have 

30 member companies actively exploring, mining, and developing projects in the Northern Territory. 

Mineral exploration and mining make a critical contribution to Australia’s economy, directly employing 

over 256,800 people. In 2020/21 Industry generated a record high $301 billion in mining exports, 

invested $3.2 billion in exploration expenditure to discover the mines of the future, and collectively 

paid over $39.3 billion in royalties and taxes.  

Comments regarding the Guide 

General feedback 

The Guide is brief and a broad overview of the many touch points a new entrant to the Northern 

Territory must consider.  Given the difficulties to use the NT Government website, where much of this 

information is actually available, the Guide fills an information gap. 

For this reason, AMEC supports the drafting of the document as it stands. 

 

Guide 

The document is not a comprehensive Guide to mineral exploration in the Northern Territory. At 23 

pages it simply is too short to guide a new entrant through the intricacies of the approvals process. 

AMEC would suggest the name of the document be changed to “Overview” as that is more accurate. 
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Brevity and breadth 

While the brevity and breadth of the Guide are a benefit, it must be made clear in the text that a 

proponent cannot solely rely on the Guide.  Further to the point above, this document is an excellent 

overview of the system. It, however, does not provide the necessary detail for proponents to progress 

their projects.  The Introduction needs to include a clear instruction to the reader to consider the more 

detailed documentation available on each specific requirement.  

 

Hierarchy of Documents 

The inclusion of a clear table at the beginning of the Guide, perhaps under the section ‘Document 

versions”, that clarifies that the document is not to be considered statutory guidance is needed. It is 

important that the Guide details what its comparative priority is to the legislation. Doing so will remove 

all future possibilities of ambiguity or legal challenge.  AMEC considers that this document is non-

statutory guidance, this should be made explicit. 

 

“Seeking input” 

It is unclear why it is necessary in the opening sentence of the Guide to observe that the Government 

has sought input from the relevant industry peak bodies and Land Council.  None of these groups are 

co-badging to our knowledge, nor are we responsible for the final drafting.  AMEC would suggest this 

is unnecessary and should be removed. 

 

Landowners 

The Guide refers to pastoral leaseholders as landowners. Pastoralists do not own the land - they 

lease it from the Crown.  The choice of language reinforces what AMEC considers is a flaw in the 

Minerals Title Act 2010.  Persisting with this inaccurate terminology creates a false impression for the 

reader of the realities of the underlying tenure. 

 

Compensation 

The Minerals Title Act 2010, Section 107 describes when and how compensation is available to the 

“landowner”.  AMEC asks that Clauses 2 and 3 of Section 107, reiterated below, are more clearly 

included in the text. 

(2) However, if the damage is caused to land in a park or reserve or pastoral land by 

exploration activities, a person who has an interest in the land is entitled to 

compensation only in relation to damage in excess of what is reasonably necessary 

for conducting those activities.  

(3) A person who has an interest in land is not entitled to compensation in relation to 

minerals or extractive minerals known or thought to be on or under the land 
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The current wording of the Guide does not acknowledge that the compensation is for “damage in 

excess of what is reasonably necessary for conducting those activities”. It must also be made clear to 

the reader that there is no compensation for the minerals in the ground, they are the property of the 

Territory. 

 

Concluding remarks 

AMEC appreciates the opportunity to comment on the drafting of this Guide and consider the above 

commentary will improve the text.  If you would like to discuss our views on the Guide, please contact 

AMEC on the details below. 

 

For further information contact: 

Neil van Drunen       

Director, WA, SA, NT & Industrial Policy     

AMEC        

0407 057 443        

 


