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Introduction  

AMEC has appreciated the opportunity to discuss the proposed improvements to the expedited 

procedure process, and provides this submission to the Department of Mining, Industry Regulation 

and Safety to clarify our position. 

About AMEC 

The Association of Mining and Exploration Companies (AMEC) is a leading national industry 

association representing over 460 members from all around Australia. Our members are explorers, 

emerging miners, producers, and a wide range of businesses working in and for the industry. 

Mineral exploration and mining make a critical contribution to Australia’s economy, directly employing 

over 256,800 people. Across Australia, in 2020/21 the Industry generated a record high $301 billion in 

mining exports, invested $3.2 billion in exploration expenditure to discover the mines of the future, 

and collectively paid over $39.3 billion in royalties and taxes.  

In WA, a record 148,395 people were employed in mining and exploration in 2020/21, and $2.1 billion 

was spent on mineral exploration in 2020/21. This was a 21% increase from 2019/20, accounting for 

65% of Australia’s overall mineral exploration expenditure.  

AMEC Position:  

AMEC is supportive of the expedited procedure and consider that the proposed amendments reflect a 

potential improvement on the process. Namely: 

• Consultation will not occur until the Mining Act objection period has lapsed, i.e., the 35 days, 

ensuring security of title, and satisfying a primary objective of the Mining Act;  

• The “hotspots” map; 

• The draft guidance note and the criteria by which an exploratory title application will be 

identified as having a likelihood of an elevated risk of failure under Section 237 of the Native 

Title Act. 

Possible improvements to the process 

The proposed system relies on the transferability of historical adverse decisions to future decisions. 

The accuracy of the record, and its interpretation is crucial. 

There have been instances where Section 29 notices were withdrawn on the basis of an error by 

DMIRS and then re-notified under Section 29. It is our interpretation that, what essentially is a clerical 

error, could then forever mark those areas as a “hot spot”.  A process should exist to avoid such a 

foreseeable outcome. 
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Industry has also noted that tenement shapes are often quite different. This means that a historic 

adverse decision will be recorded as the applied for shape, not the reason why it was rejected.  The 

reason for rejection could have been made because of small area. Yet, the current proposal will 

consider the entire area.  This is particularly a concern where a decision has been made under 

Section 237(a), because of a community. A further layer is that a proposed tenement could be 20-

30kms away but only marginally overlap an old tenement. It would be appreciated if this scenario was 

considered in the FAQ. 

The term “Blanket” 

The continuation of the nomenclature of a “blanket approval” creates an incorrect assessment of how 

the expedited procedure is applied.  Every affected native title party are presented with an opportunity 

to object to the grant of a tenement during the expedited procedure upon receipt of a 'Section 29 

notice'. 

The proposed reforms introduce a further layer of consideration by officials as a ‘fail safe’.  Given that 

a large percentage of the State has been pegged for exploration lease, other than the potential issues 

raised above, the historic record, on balance, provides a useful tool.  It should also be noted that the 

reforms do present an opportunity for new, less contentious, and more precise language be adopted 

to reflect this new process. We suggest that this opportunity is taken. 

Conclusion 

AMEC appreciates the opportunity to provide the view of the mining and mineral exploration industry 

to DMIRS on this important reform to the expedited procedure.  We would welcome a further 

opportunity to comment. 
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