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Introduction  

AMEC welcomes the opportunity to provide a submission to the Department of Agriculture, Water and 

the Environment (DAWE)’s consultation draft on the National Biosecurity Strategy. 

The national strategy’s intentions to drive greater collaboration and ensure Australia’s biosecurity 

framework remains fit for purpose in response to current and emerging threats, are supported by 

AMEC. 

About AMEC 

The Association of Mining and Exploration Companies (AMEC) is a national industry association 

representing over 460 member companies across Australia. Our members are mineral explorers, 

emerging miners, producers, and a wide range of businesses working in and for the industry. 

Collectively, AMEC’s member companies account for over $100 billion of the mineral exploration and 

mining sector’s capital value. 

Mineral exploration and mining make a critical contribution to Australia’s economy, directly employing 

over 256,800 people. In 2020/21 Industry generated a record high $301 billion in mining exports, 

invested $3.2 billion in exploration expenditure to discover the mines of the future, and collectively 

paid over $39.3 billion in royalties and taxes.  

Consultation Draft 

General Comments 

Australia benefits from an internationally advanced biosecurity system. It is multilayered and provides 

protection from complex threats, both physical and terrestrial. The strategy reflects that foundation. 

The six key priority areas outlined in the consultation draft are supported by AMEC. 

They are areas in which genuine impact can be enhanced, to improve our ability to respond to 

growing biosecurity challenges more collaboratively and effectively. Any enhancements to existing 

practices should be able to demonstrate genuine improvement, without foregoing other opportunities.  

National harmonisation underpins the strategy 

Greater clarity on how the National Strategy will interact with each jurisdiction’s existing biosecurity 

framework would be appreciated.  Each jurisdiction does things slightly differently, and the biosecurity 

threat varies. Recognising these differences and building off the frameworks each jurisdiction already 

has in place will be important. Ultimately this Strategy must endeavour to ensure it does not create 

additional layers of compliance and duplication, which ultimately, increase the cost of doing business. 
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Many mining and mineral exploration companies operate in multiple jurisdictions.  Service providers to 

the industry will most often work across the most jurisdictions. Standardising biosecurity management 

practices across jurisdictions would lower the cost of doing business and raise standards.  

 

Final comment 

The National Strategy is a high-level document that by necessity provides a simplified overview of a 

multifaceted system.   While we have limited comment on the content of this document, we would 

welcome further future opportunities to engage as this process evolves.  
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