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Industry’s strength showcased by AMEC award winners 

This year’s Association of Mining and Exploration Companies’ (AMEC) awards showcased the commitment 
to exploration, the environment and community within the Australian mineral exploration and mining sector. 
The winners of these prestigious awards were announced in front of nearly 400 guests at the annual AMEC 
Awards Dinner in Perth on Thursday 2 December. 

“Once again the standard from all nominees was exceptional, making judging in each category a difficult 
task,” said AMEC Chief Executive Officer Warren Pearce. 

The 2021 Prospector award was presented to winners Andy Beckwith, Allan Kneeshaw, & Phil Tornatora 
from De Grey Mining, for the Hemi Discovery. 

“The last several years have seen record exploration expenditure across Australia, and exploration success 
and new discoveries have followed. It is certainly exciting to see the resurgence in greenfields exploration 
continue into another year with an exceptional discovery winning this year’s award.” 

“The impressiveness of this discovery is driven by its size, grade continuity and growth potential, with a 
maiden mineral estimate of 6.8Moz and the potential to be mined by large scale, low strip ratio, low-cost 
open pit mining. Hemi is on track to prove a Tier 1 resource and one of Australia’s most exciting gold 
projects.” 

The AMEC Community Contribution award recognises companies who are collaborating with the community 
in emerging and established partnerships to provide enduring benefits to communities. 

This year’s winners, Queensland miners Vitrinite and Barada Barna Aboriginal Corporation work together 

with a particular emphasis on helping the community become more involved in the industry that has such a 

large impact on their traditional home. They do this by ensuring they work together at the beginning of 

mineral exploration projects to include them in the decision making without exposing them to any financial 

downside.  

“The partnership between Vitrinite and Barada Barna reflects a commitment to developing a strong and 
equitable partnership from the very start. They use a unique approach from the get-go which means that 
both organisations are building capacity in a number of areas to develop their communities and projects.” 

The AMEC Environment Award is presented to a company that goes above and beyond in their 
environmental management or is developing innovative methods to achieve better long-term environmental 
outcomes. This year’s winners were Fortescue Metals Group, who after nearly 100 years of no conclusive 
proof the Night Parrot was still alive, persevered for years with a comprehensive monitoring program at 
Fortescue Marsh, and in 2018 were able to confirm the bird’s existence. 

“Fortescue’s persistence and application of technology to find a notoriously rare bird is leading practice and 
demonstrates effective environmental management practices and ongoing protection of biodiversity during 
mining operations.” 



 

The AMEC Media Awards were also presented at the dinner. This award recognises excellence in journalism 
covering the Australian mineral exploration and mining industry, and is judged on clarity, relevance, quality of 
research, and level of impact on industry stakeholders.  

The winner of the 2021 Media Award was Rachel Pupazzoni from ABC News for her video story “Australia's 
lithium miners to benefit from surge in electric vehicle demand in China.” 

“Rachael’s video story explores the last decade of Lithium in Australia drawing attention to a commodity that 
will play a centre role in the demand in electric vehicle production in China and around the world. The story 
also highlights the importance of downstream processing for our regions and the positive impacts of these on 
local business and communities,” says Mr Pearce. 

AMEC extends their congratulations to all winners for showcasing the best of the Australian mineral 
exploration and mining industry. 

 

2021 Winners 

Prospector Award - Andy Beckwith, Allan Kneeshaw, & Phil Tornatora from De Grey Mining, for the Hemi 
Discovery. 

Environmental Award- Fortescue Metals Group for their Night Parrot Monitoring Program 

Community Contribution Award- Vitrinite Pty Ltd & Barada Barna Aboriginal Corporation for their Vulcan 
Mine Management 

Media Award- Rachel Pupazzoni from ABC News for: Australia's lithium miners to benefit from surge in 
electric vehicle demand in China 
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