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Introduction  

The Association of Mining and Exploration Companies (AMEC) welcomes the opportunity to provide a submission 

to the Department Agriculture, Water and the Environment on the Draft National Recovery Plan for the Koala 

(Draft Plan). 

 

About AMEC 

AMEC is a leading national minerals industry body representing over 400 member companies across Australia. 

Our members are explorers, emerging miners, producers, and a wide range of businesses and services working 

in and for the minerals industry.  

 

Mining is an important regional industry and a pillar of New South Wales and Queensland 

Mining is a pillar of the New South Wales and Queensland economies and a core regional industry. Mining 

continues to support these states following the recent impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, drought, bushfires and 

floods. 

NSW and QLD need a strong and prosperous mining and mineral exploration sector to support the future growth 

and development of the States’ economies and regional communities. To achieve this, it remains critically 

important that NSW and QLD are preferred destinations for mineral industry investment, in both exploration as 

well as mining activity, to ensure the stability and future of the industry. 

 

Exploration and mining are a temporary land use  

Mining and mineral exploration are a temporary land use, usually short term, with the guarantee that the land will 

be fully rehabilitated:  

“Mining uses only 0.1 per cent of NSW land, compared with agriculture and food production which take up 76% 

of the State's land. When mining is complete, the land is restored to post-mining uses determined by the NSW 

Government in consultation with the community. In addition to rehabilitation of mine sites, mining companies 

provide environmental bonds to ensure that the cost of rehabilitating a mine site is never borne by the NSW 

taxpayers were a mining operation to become insolvent.”1 

 

1 https://www.resourcesandgeoscience.nsw.gov.au/ 

https://amecinc.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/Ec0D23AUpv9KnpVy4PiBA7cBY_ec6qGea5U8qBqT3BOTxQ
https://amecinc.sharepoint.com/:x:/g/Ec0D23AUpv9KnpVy4PiBA7cBY_ec6qGea5U8qBqT3BOTxQ
https://www.resourcesandgeoscience.nsw.gov.au/
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Exploration is generally a short term, low impact activity. Most of the area of any exploration licence would see no 

more than a geologist walk the ground and note the rock types and formations (geological mapping). For areas 

of greater interest, soil and rock chip samples may be taken for laboratory analysis (no more than a few kgs) or 

geophysical surveys that often use airborne or hand-held equipment are used. Areas of strong interest may 

undergo drilling that generally takes no more than a week per drill hole.  

 

Consider the mineral potential of an area prior to dedication to Crown land or state protected area 

Mineral exploration is the scientific process to give us a better understanding of our land. While the rate of success 

of developing an exploration prospect into a mine is 1 in 5,000 to 1 in 10,0002, the exploration process has an 

important role in proving the knowledge of the landscape and is an essential part of the NSW and QLD minerals 

industries and a strong driver of investment. 

The Draft Plan includes Strategy 3: Increase habitat protection with action 3a which aims to “Increase the overall 

area of protected Koala habitat by dedication of Crown land and purchasing land identified as priority Koala habitat 

for incorporation into the state protected areas.” Once a parcel of land has been dedicated to Crown land or 

incorporated into a state protected area, access for mineral exploration generally becomes difficult and, in some 

cases, is not permitted at all. This could result in strong exploration prospects becoming inaccessible resulting in 

the loss of investment and potential future mining royalties for the state or territory. It also contributes to a 

sovereign risk for the NSW minerals industry which is in direct contradiction to the NSW Government’s 

commitment to make “NSW the number one destination for mining investment.”3 

AMEC recommends the mineral industry is consulted and provided with the opportunity to review the mineral 

potential of all areas prior to the any parcel of land being dedicated to Crown land or incorporated into a state 

protected area. 

 

Rehabilitated sites could support new Koala habitat 

The minerals industry is committed to high environmental standards and the importance of upholding these 

standards to social licence. The minerals industry works with government and environmental agencies to ensure 

all activities are carried out responsibly and in line with strict regulation. Upon completion of mining or exploration, 

rehabilitation may be undertaken to support new Koala habitat or improve the condition of existing Koala habitat.  

Recent reform in QLD also reflects the development of rehabilitation to a standard and code whereby rehabilitation 

for essential habitat, (especially if adjoining habitat can be co-located within the same bio-physical range) has 

great advantage for the re-establishment of corridors and essential habitat. It means a focus on working with 

industry now to target planting specific species that the folivores are attracted to, with the potential to re-create 

large areas of vegetation communities for the future. The opportunity to achieve this outcome is present right now 

and should be considered when developing a plan that will have lasting impacts on the survival and recovery of 

the species. 

By working together, the minerals industry can play an active role in the National Recovery Plan for the Koala and 

help protect and recover our Koala populations. 

 

2 https://www.fs.fed.us/geology/anatomy_mine.pdf 
3 https://nsw.liberal.org.au/Shared-Content/News/2021/Safety-and-stability-for-the-mining-sector 

https://www.fs.fed.us/geology/anatomy_mine.pdf
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Community listing and impacts to industry 

The Draft National Recovery Plan is a document that due to the nature of its listing and development and is still 

reliant on the individual jurisdictional recovery plans to achieve overall success for Koalas. Greater synergy with 

the States based recovery plans would synthesis and streamline the Draft National Recovery Plan.  

Many industry members conduct business and operations across multiple jurisdictions. There is a strong need to 

ensure that the development and implementation of the Draft National Recovery Plan does not create further 

encumbrances and undue administrative burden with little environmental or ecological values. All aspects that 

where recently sighted as targets for improvement were noted in the Independent Review by Professor Graeme 

Samuel AC.  

The Draft National Recovery Plan should aim to consolidate and make consistent the State based recovery plans. 

It appears nonsequential to develop a detailed Draft National Recovery Plan that is not strongly linked to the 

States objectives for conservation. Matters of National Environmental Significance (MNES) and Matters State 

Environmental Significance (MSES) should work to achieve the overall conservation objectives. At present the 

further the jurisdictional objectives and outcomes are segregated, the further there is a risk of increase in 

administration burden to achieve meaningful environmental outcome. 

Generally, the minerals industry has a very low impact on Koala communities. There is real opportunity to develop 

partnerships and projects that bolster the current understanding and extent to Koala communities and potential 

habitat. Finding a balance with a risk based approach to current operations and future developments would enable 

the minerals industry to support and potentially improve Koala communities. 

In summary, the Draft National Recovery Plan would be improved if there was greater synergy between the 

guideline and the States objectives. Many industries operate across different state jurisdictions and need to 

manage different Koala conservation legislative instruments. This makes meeting the Draft National Recovery 

Plan and State objectives an administrative challenge. 

 

AMEC looks forward to the release of the National Recovery Plan for the Koala. If you have any queries regarding 

this submission, please do not hesitate to contact:  

 

Lucy McClean 

Director – New South Wales, Victoria & Tasmania  

AMEC 


