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Mining exports last year generated $270 billion in export revenue for the economy and accounted for 62 per cent of total export 
revenue, helping to keep people employed, the books afloat and supporting Australia during the global pandemic. 
While iron ore experienced a bumper 18 months, the deteriorating relationship with our largest trading partner is making for uncertainty 
within the market.  Headwinds in Australia’s trading relationship with China have already impacted a wide range of exports, including 
coal, barley, wine, timber and meat exports. 

Now more than ever, the Government needs to work on improving our relationships with the largest buyer of Australian exports.  
The recent announcement regarding the acquisition of nuclear powered submarines in an agreement with the US and UK opens up 
opportunities for Australia to connect to the growing nuclear power industry, supply chains and processing of our uranium. But while this 
has helped to strengthen our ties with allied partners on defence and security, it has put significant pressure on our relationship with 
European trading partners and on our already strained relationship with our major trading partner China. 

It highlights the need to be far more sophisticated in the way we navigate the issue between our largest trading partner and our largest 
strategic defence partner.  

One way for Australia to do this is to ensure that our approach to foreign investment is fair and balanced, and that Australia’s national 
security and strategic interests are well explained and clearly understood. Where these interests are not affected, investment from all 
countries should be welcomed and encouraged in our industries and commodities.  We should be quite clear that we are willing and 
open to accepting that investment from companies in all countries into future markets or industries like battery minerals which are 
primarily commercial, going into electric vehicles or battery storage industries. Commodities that are largely disconnected from defence. 
Electric vehicle sales in Asia have been far stronger over the past year than in Europe, and uptake of electric vehicles in North America 

CEO MESSAGE

trails Asia and Europe. China is currently the destination for most of our lithium 
exported, with Chinese companies either owning direct stakes in Australian mines, 
stakes in ASX-listed lithium miners or agreements to purchase large volumes of 
lithium from Australian miners. Without this support, many of these projects may 
not have made it into development. 

Just this week, the Federal Government announced a $2 billion fund for critical 
mineral projects. In the form of a loan facility, this fund will be used to help get 
projects off the ground and shows that the Government is committed to developing 
this capability and building this industry.  

This is something AMEC has been advocating for and will help to develop the 
projects to supply the demand from emerging technologies for the rapidly growing 
renewable energy industry. 

Even with the support of such a program, a large portion of our product from critical 
minerals is going to go into that China value-chain, so we need to make a bigger 
effort to make sure our trading partners understand we value their contribution to 
us and the partnership we have and that we are looking for opportunities to work 
with them.

Warren Pearce 
Chief Executive Officer, Association of Mining and Exploration Companies 

We would like to sincerely thank our sponsors and commercial partners for their continuing support. AMEC members are 
encouraged to utilise their services at every relevant opportunity

AMEC PARTNERSHIPS

http://www.allionlegal.com/
http://openet.com.au/
https://ddh1drilling.com.au/
http://strathearn.com.au/
http://www.miningnews.net
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The Federal Government announced a $2 Billion fund for critical 
mineral projects. In the form of a loan facility, this fund will be 
used to help get critical minerals projects off the ground and 
shows that the Government is committed to developing this 
capability and building this industry.  AMEC has been advocating 
for just such a program, which will help to develop the projects 
to supply the demand from emerging technologies for the 
rapidly growing renewable energy industry. Equally, as Australia 
is becoming more restrictive on accepting foreign investment in 
this area, government has a responsibility to ensure that other 
funding opportunities are available. 

Last week, the Prime Minister, Hon Scott Morrison MP, signalled 
that the Federal Government is now considering a significant 
policy change in relation to climate action and emissions 
reduction.  International pressure for Australia to commit to a 
2050 net zero emissions target, along with shifting community 
attitudes at home appear to be driving these considerations. 
Discussions around potential changes are currently taking place 
among the Coalition partners. 

Australia effectively has a 2050 net zero target, with all State and 
Territory Governments already committed to a 2050 net zero 
target, with a number of State’s also committing to interim targets.  

Industry is already making a major effort to reduce emissions in 
our operations and supply chains, with significant investments 
in renewable technologies and decarbonisation strategies. 
However, as Australia looks to accelerate our decarbonisation 
pathway, we must also be conscious of the challenges this 
presents to existing industries and recognise that much of this is 
transition is predicated on the development of new technologies. 

FEDERAL
AMEC will continue to engage with governments to ensure the 
interests of members are understood.

The Federal Senate is expected to shortly vote on amendments 
to the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
(EPBC) Act, which would remove duplication of assessment and 
approvals from the State and Federal approvals process.   Federal 
Labor has decided not to support the Bill, so it’s passage will 
require support from the Cross bench.  

A Federal election is expected early in 2022, and AMEC is 
currently finalising our Federal Election Platform for presentation 
to all political parties.  

AMEC has made the following submissions on behalf of member 
companies:  

• Department of Agriculture Water and Environment - Draft 
National Recovery Plan for the Koala (combined populations 
of Queensland, New South Wales and the Australian Capital 
Territory)  

• Submission to Commonwealth Treasury - AGM Technology 
Use

• Submission to Commonwealth Treasury – Review of Foreign 
Investment Review Board (FIRB)

• Letter to National Skills Commissioner – Addition of Drillers 
to Skills Priority List 

• Submission to Dept. of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) - 
Regulator Performance of the Australian Sanctions Office

https://hetherington.net.au/
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Western Australia
On 9 September, the Western Australian State Budget for 
2021-22 was handed down, underwritten by a staggering $10.1B 
of mining royalties.  The Budget delivered commitments that 
AMEC has been advocating for including $120M to engage 
approvals officers in the Department of Mining, Industry 
Regulation and Safety  (DMIRS) and the Department of Water, 
and Environmental Regulation (DWER). With some courts facing 
six-month delays for listing matters, the funding of an additional 
Mining Warden is much needed. 

AMEC has been calling for streamlining of regulatory process 
and faster approvals as the State continues to grow.  According 
to the Australian Bureau of Statistics, WA mineral exploration 
experienced its second highest quarter ever in the June 2021 
quarter, second only to June 2012.  This is extraordinary growth 
as the world struggles to emerge from a global pandemic. With 
WA maintaining a hard border COVID-19 policy, the State now 
faces a growing skills and personnel shortage.  AMEC attended 
the Premier’s skills summit in July and has been working with 
the WA Government to identify policy levers to increase the 
pool of talent available to industry. 

As 2021 has progressed so has the broader Government 
regulatory reform agenda.  DWER has continued to deliver on 
the consequential reforms to the Environmental Protection 
Act amendments that passed in 2020.  AMEC has commented 
on all guidelines published and is currently consulting with 
members on guidance on Dust Emissions and the imminent 
Cost Recovery of Part IV.  The September meeting of the 
Environment and Water Committee brought an opportunity 
for members to hear directly from Darren Foster, the Special 
Advisor to DWER who is leading the StreamlineWA reforms.  A 
key part of the StreamlineWA reforms has been the Environment 
Online initiative, a single online portal for all environmental 
assessments.  The Environment Online build has begun, a 
process that AMEC will have a voice into throughout with 
representation on the working group.

The Parliamentary Inquiry into the Sexual Harassment against 
women in the FIFO mining Industry began in July.  AMEC has 
held working group meetings, prepared a submission and will 
present at a hearing in November.
In August, AMEC attended a workshop on the Aboriginal 
Cultural Heritage draft legislation which is anticipated to be 
finalised and enter Parliament by the end of the year. AMEC is 
looking forward to the release of the associated documentation 
such as the Cultural Heritage Management Plan template, 
expected to be released with the legislation. 

Looking ahead, the introduction of the new Aboriginal Cultural 
Heritage legislation is but one of several pieces of legislation 
that AMEC has been working with members on that are 
anticipated to enter Parliament soon.  The Work Health Safety 
legislative reforms may have passed at the end of 2020, 
but AMEC has been working with Government on the draft 
Regulations that will come into effect on 1 January 2022 and 
the associated management plans.  The WHS reforms reflect 
AMEC’s long term advocacy for the dual objectives of national 
harmonisation and recognition of the unique characteristics 
of safety in mining and mineral exploration. The Mining 

Amendment Bill represents the culmination of over 15 years of 
sustained advocacy by AMEC.  The drafted Bill incorporates 
Eligible Mining Activities which introduce a notification for low 
risk activities in non-sensitive environmental areas.  This will 
allow both faster approvals and the allocation of Governmental 
resources to higher risk priorities.  The Bill also includes 
biennial approvals and a consolidated approvals statements.  
Administrative improvements that will lead to improved outcomes 
for the regulator, industry and the environment.  Following this 
Bill, DMIRS has further amendments to the Mining Act that will 
clarify several tenure related issues such as the Geocentric 
Datum of Australia (GDA 2020).

The Western Australian Premier, Hon Mark McGowan MLA, 
announced this week that FIFO (fly-in fly-out) and local workers 
on WA mining and resource sites, people who work in remote 
operations, or run critical infrastructure, including remote train 
and port control, must receive their first dose of the COVID-19 
vaccine by 12:01am 1 December 2021, and be fully vaccinated 
by 1 January 2022. The requirement applies to any FIFO worker 
in WA in mining, oil and gas and exploration, visitors to these 
operations, as well as all resources sector employees who work 
at regional and remote mine sites and other mission critical 
operational locations including remote operations. The new 
directions will address the risks posed by movement of resources 
sector workers to and from regional and remote locations in the 
State, with many mine sites located at or near remote Aboriginal 
communities.

AMEC has made the following submissions on behalf of member 
companies:   

• Submission to Department of Water, Environment Regulation 
re: Noise Emissions

• Submission to Department of Water, Environment Regulation 
re: Bilateral Agreement Regulations

• Submission to Department of Mining, Industry Regulation and 
Safety re Draft Workplace Code of Practice

• Submission to Department of Water, Environment Regulation 
re Publicity and Confidentiality Draft Regulations

• Submission to RevenueWA re Stamp Duty Amendments 
(Farm Ins) Draft Bill 2021

• Submission to Department of Water, Environment Regulation 
re draft Guidance for Planning and Development: Protection 
of naturally vegetated areas in urban and peri-urban areas

• Submission to WA Parliamentary Inquiry into Sexual 
Harassment against Women in the WA FIFO mining Industry

• Submission to Department of Mining, Industry Regulation and 
Safety re WA Mining and Petroleum Resource Development 
Strategy

• Submission to Department of Water, Environment Regulation 
re Draft Guideline re Native Vegetation Referrals

• Submission to RevenueWA draft Revenue Ruling DA 25.0, 
“Substantially One Arrangement.” 

• Submission to Department of Water, Environment Regulation 
re Derby Water Allocation Plan

• Submission to Department of Mining, Industry Regulation and 
Safety re Streamlining (Mining Amendment) Bill 2021

To learn more, please contact Neil van Drunen
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New South Wales
The Delta strain of COVID-19 has hit NSW hard this quarter with 
Greater Sydney in lockdown for over 13 weeks and regional 
NSW in and out of lockdown since June. With restrictions 
and travel requirements changing daily (or more), AMEC 
has worked hard to keep members up to date every step of 
the way as well as advocating for support for the minerals 
industry. This has included ensuring hardship provisions 
continue for work programs and providing the government 
with recommendations on ways to support minerals industry 
investment and economic growth in NSW.

Following a restructure at NSW Department of Regional NSW, 
Mining Exploration and Geoscience (MEG), the Resources 
Regulator is now part of MEG, that should lead to improved 
processes, systems and service to industry. MEG is continuing 
to progress extensive reform including proposed legislative 
reform; policy reform in an ‘Exploration Package’ with five key 
components; implementation of the Annual Report Release 
policy; NSW Critical Minerals Strategy and review of key 
performance indicators for tenure processing. AMEC continues 
to work closely with Government to ensure that the views of 
members are heard, and that industry is supported following 
implementation of changes.  

Of special interest, the Annual Report Release Policy 
(previously known as the Sunset Clause) has been finalised 
after months of consultation with industry. The Government 
documents detail the process for the public release of annual 
reports and associated data from ‘live’ tenure that were lodged 
five or more years ago. Under the initial release, reports from 
‘live’ tenure lodged before 1 June 2016 will be released to 
open file unless the current tenure holder requests redaction. 
The policy changes also include a revised guideline for annual 
reporting where data and information need to be separated 
into information that can be released in 5 years and information 
that will only be released following relinquishment of the 
tenure. After the initial release, MEG will release annual reports 
and associated data for exploration licences annually as they 
become eligible.

AMEC also continues to consult on MEG’s Exploration Package, 
which includes a Statement and Overview for Exploration; 
proposed changes to the exploration licence renewal policy; 
assessment lease grant and renewal policy, and exploration 
rehabilitation security reforms. AMEC is pleased that following 
direct advocacy on the matter, the proposed changes to the 
security framework include group securities and reducing the 
minimum security. 

The Government’s Quarterly Performance Report and 
service delivery standards are under review following the 
implementation of the Titles Management System that has 
streamlined tenure applications and processing for both 
Government and industry. AMEC has provided input to 
Government to support the timely processing of tenure 
and the extension of the reported indicators to include full 
‘end to end’ processing (from application to receipt of grant 
documentation), as well as tenure transfers to ensure that 
these important processes are assessed and reported. 
AMEC continues to provide events and activities for our 
members to connect and learn. As COVID restrictions continue 

to prevent in-person events, AMEC has provided multiple 
webinars to keep our members up to date virtually. These 
include webinars on the NSW Co-operative Drilling Program with 
presentations provided by the NSW Geological Survey team; 
Compliance for exploration drilling with presentations by the 
Resources Regulator, and a government briefing of the Exploration 
reform package. AMEC is also planning a webinar with an update 
on water and the minerals industry in October.

Earlier this week NSW Deputy Premier John Barilaro MP resigned 
from Parliament. Despite his significant workload as Deputy 
Premier, he has always made time to speak and meet with AMEC 
members, and to ensure that the importance of the mining 
and mineral exploration industry was well understood within 
government and in the community. AMEC extends its gratitude to 
Mr Barilaro, and thanks him for his ongoing support of the industry 
and his commitment to the regions and regional industries.  

AMEC has made the following submissions on behalf of member 
companies

• Submission on the Rehabilitation Cost Estimation Tool 
Benchmark Review

• Submission on the Draft Strategy for the Australian Native 
Seed Sector

• Submission to NSW Deputy Premier on Recommendations to 
support minerals industry investment and economic growth 
in NSW

• Submission on the Draft Annual Report Release Policy and 
Guides

• Submission on the Draft National Recovery Plan for the Koala

To learn more please contact Lucy McClean 
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South Australia
AMEC team members Neil van Drunen, Sam Panickar and 
Doug Bowie were on hand to attend the Copper to the World 
conference in SA. It was a great opportunity to meet with 
many members, stakeholders and Government officials, to get 
a sense of where the industry in South Australia currently is. 
There was a lot of positivity at the conference, and a range of 
exciting industry and Government projects, which are set to 
take South Australia’s minerals industry forward as we continue 
to battle the unknowns that COVID-19 brings.

AMEC held a boardroom lunch with Hon Tom Koutsantonis 
MP at the Botten Levinson office on 1 September. This was a 
fantastic opportunity for members to engage with the Shadow 
Mines Minister, and hear about the Labor Party policies as we 
quickly approach South Australia’s State Election in March 
2022. This conversation has helped to shape AMEC’s South 
Australian Election Policy Platform, which will be shared with 
members shortly. 

We continue to engage regarding the SA Parliamentary 
Standing Committee’s Lands Access Inquiry. AMEC’s CEO 
Warren Pearce testified at the Inquiry in July. AMEC is in 
discussions with the Department for Energy and Mining 
(DEM) about the next steps in the process, to encourage 
positive and effective stakeholder engagement. This builds 
on our consistent messages, that South Australia’s regulatory 
framework is new; it needs sufficient time to be understood and 
used before it can be assessed and changed,  and importantly, 
that mineral explorers and miners understand the importance of 
good, early stakeholder engagement. If we can encourage this 
and alleviate concerns earlier in the process, we can support 
the development of mining in South Australia, to drive the 
ambitious Growth State objectives. 

AMEC has had a number of meetings with the Rural Business 
Support Landowner Information Service. We were pleased to 
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see the service funded for an additional period through the 2021-
22 SA State Budget, and look forward to opportunities for our 
members to interact with the RBS. 

COVID-19 restrictions and rapid changes continue to be an 
everyday part of life. Given the border between South Australia, 
New South Wales and Victoria, the Government has elected to 
take a cautious approach to the easing of restrictions, particularly 
around cross-border locations. Vaccinations are encouraged 
by Government, as is testing, to ensure our community can 
quickly respond to any COVID-19 concerns effectively. AMEC 
has furthered a range of advocacy efforts and engagements on 
behalf of members. We continue to provide COVID-19 updates 
relevant to industry, to address some of the ambiguity that 
arises given the rapid rate at which information is released, 
and can change. We work closely with DEM to demonstrate the 
importance of industry being able to remain operational during 
lockdowns and heightened restrictions, in line with the latest 
health and safety determinations from Government. 

AMEC has made the following submissions on behalf of member 
companies:

• Submission to the South Australian Productivity Commission 
re Draft Report – Inquiry into reform of South Australia’s 
regulatory framework

• Submission to South Australia Natural Resources Committee 
re Review of the Native Vegetation Act

• Submission to SA Department for Water and Environment 
re Water Security Statement 2021 – Water for Sustainable 
Growth

To learn more please contact Neil van Drunen
or Samantha Panickar 
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Reducing the administrative burden faced by companies in 
the Territory remains an overriding focus of AMEC’s work in 
the Territory.  AMEC is working with the Northern Territory 
Government to reform Mine Management Plans (MMPs).  
Members provided detailed feedback in a collaborative 
workshop with the Department of Industry, Trade and Tourism 
to outline possible improvements to the key document that 
underpins the approval of mines.  This builds on earlier work 
to streamline the MMP for exploration, which has led to a 
noticeable reduction in timeframes.

The future of the Mining MMP will be defined by the 
environmental legislative reforms that the Department of 
Environment, Parks and Water Security (DEPWS) continue to 
draft.  These reforms will see responsibility for environmental 
approvals move from Department of Industry, Tourism and 
Trade to DEPWS.  AMEC provided an initial submission early 
in the process, and met with the Government consistently to 
ensure that the perspective of industry is clearly heard.  A draft 
Bill is anticipated before the end of the year at which point 
AMEC will again consult with members on what is expected 
to be a substantial reform. During the initial consultation on 
environmental reforms, the DEPWS discussion paper floated 
the concept of ‘chain of responsibility legislation’ to be 
introduced. Chain of responsibility places legal obligations on 
decision makers within companies and may stretch to Directors 
and shareholders.  AMEC voiced concern during the initial 
consultation, building on its experience in Queensland.  

AMEC’s advocacy contributed to a further information paper 
being released.  AMEC is coordinating a briefing for members 
on the insurance and legal aspects of these potential changes 
in the coming month.  Residual risk was also raised during the 
initial consultation, and AMEC continues to seek greater clarity 
on the messaging in the environmental reforms discussion 
paper.  A consequence of the environmental reforms will 
be subsequent reforms to the Minerals Title’s Act.  AMEC is 
anticipating consultation with members on amendments to the 
Titles Act in coming months.

Northern Territory
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An ongoing body of work for AMEC has been the water reforms 
that have continued since the last term of Government.  The 
NT Government expanded the scope of water trading without 
prior consultation, which AMEC voiced considerable concern 
regarding.  Water trading has had difficulties in implementation in 
other jurisdictions, with a concern that over allocation will crowd 
out future industries and mines.

The Mining Remediation Fund (MRF) Stakeholder Reference 
Group has met three times in the last quarter to develop a 
strategy, business plan and terms of reference for a Legacy Mines 
Reference Group.  The MRF as of May 2021 had accumulated 
$50m, and these documents will define how all future expenditure 
is undertaken.  For the last two years, AMEC has called for 
this group to meet and for a strategic direction to increase the 
transparency of this pool of industry funding.

The entry of the amendments to the Aboriginal Land Rights Act 
into the Commonwealth Parliament reform how the funds in the 
Aboriginal Benefit Account (ABA) are distributed.  It creates a new 
Land Council controlled Northern Territory Aboriginal Investment 
Corporation that will direct the funds of the ABA.  AMEC’s lone 
voice of advocacy to the National Indigenous Australian’s Agency 
succeeded in ensuring the moratorium powers were not doubled 
in length from five to ten years. 

AMEC has made the following submissions on behalf of member 
companies:  

• Submission to Department of Environment, Parks and Water 
Security re Water Reform

• Submission to Department of Industry, Tourism and Trade re 
MRF

• Submission to Department of Environment, Parks and Water 
Security re Chain of Responsibility

• Submission to Department of Industry, Tourism and Trade 
COVID-19 questionnaire

• Submission to Insurance Commissioner re structure of funds

To learn more please contact Neil van Drunen 

https://scenariocloud.com/
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Queensland

The Queensland resources industry have been undertaking a 
safety reset during August and September 2021. The theme of the 
2021 Safety Reset was “Chronic unease: Improving safety culture 
through better hazard and incident reporting”. Unfortunately, during 
the safety reset period, there was a tragic accident in a Central 
Queensland Mine with one person injured and another lost their 
life. This was only a few days before the 100th Anniversary of 
Queensland’s biggest industrial disaster which occured at Mount 
Mulligan where 75 mineworkers died on 19 September 1921. 
AMEC will continue to work with members and Resources Safety 
and Health Queensland to arm our industry and regulators with 
information to prevent incidents in the future.

The Queensland Resource Industry Development Plan (QRIDP) 
is being drafted and regular stakeholder sessions are being 
undertaken. It is great to see the cross-agency engagement 
because our industry is so much more than the Department 
of Resources. A draft of the QRIDP is expected in the next 
month and we look forward to seeing many of AMEC members 
recommendations included in the plan. One of the many items 
raised in the QRIDP was government funded Common User 
Infrastructure. It is great to see progress on this type of initiative 
following a briefing note AMEC shared with the new Director 
General at the Department of Resources, Mike Kaiser highlighting 
the benefits of Common User Infrastructure for mineral processing. 

AMEC had the opportunity to consult with different stakeholders 
doing work, in and around our industry this quarter. There are a few 
matters relating to water, but the main one was led by economist 
Ross Garnaut. AMEC participated in an information gathering 
session with the expert panel who are examining the merits of the 
Bradfield inland irrigation project (New Bradfield Scheme).

AMEC also consulted with Everledger who are conducting an 
Australian Government critical minerals blockchain pilot project. The 
$3m pilot project will use blockchain technology to create a ‘digital 
certification’ for critical minerals throughout the supply chain. 
The Queensland Department of Employment, Small Business and 
Training (DESBT) is working with AI Group to provide a central 
coordination point for the collation, interrogation and validation 
of industry intelligence through a Mining and Resource Industry 
Reference Group (IRG), which AMEC is now a part of. This forms 
the evidence-based advice to the department and Industry Skills 
Advisors. AMEC has already started voicing the skills gap concerns 
of our members.

Even though there were some COVID disruptions in Queensland 
this quarter, there were still some events. AMEC staff from 
Queensland and regional NSW were able to travel to the Noosa 
Mining Conference and caught up with members presenting 
and attending. In this same week, AMEC participated in a Critical 
Mineral Panel session in Cairns with Senator Matthew Canavan 
hosted by the AusIMM Far North Queensland Branch. 

AMEC Sponsored Austex Resources Lunch on 7 September 
(after being postponed in August), two AMEC members (Superior 
Resources and QEM) presented and discussed their projects 
followed by the usual candid Q&A session. Thanks to everyone 

STATES & 
TERRITORIES

who attended and especially our presenters Peter Hwang and 
Gavin Loyden. 

AMEC attended an Industry Briefing in Cloncurry which 
included a “meet the buyers” session where service providers 
had the opportunity to talk to resource companies in this 
region about their products and services. It will be great to 
see this type of event become more regular and in different 
regions throughout Queensland – watch this space! 

AMEC was delighted to be with the Multicom Resources team 
at their Julia Creek site when the Mining Lease Grant was 
announced in Parliament, and at the Vitrinite Vulcan Mine 
Opening with the Minister for Resources Scott Stewart MP.

AMEC has made the following submissions on behalf of 
member companies:  

• Submission to the Department of Resources on 
Queensland Resource Industry Development Plan

• Submission to the Department of Environment and 
Science on Progressive Certification Guideline

• Submission to the Department of Environment and 
Science on Estimated Rehabilitation Calculators Major 
Review - ongoing consultation into the major review 
process 

• Submission to the Department of Environment and 
Science on Guidance for Resource Industry Project (GRIP) 
ongoing consultation and ongoing submissions to follow 
September to December

• Submission to the Department of Resources on Royalty 
Deferrals for Critical Minerals

• Submission to Queensland Health on Remake of the 
Radiation Safety Regulation 2010

• Submission to Transport and Resources Committee on 
Resources and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2021

To learn more please contact Kate Dickson 

Nicholas Williams, QLD Director Kate Dickson, & Ben Dunlop at Vitrinite Vulcan Mine

mailto:Kate.Dickson%40amec.org.au?subject=


TASMANIA 
During the September quarter, AMEC met with Tasmanian 
Resources Minister, the Hon Guy Barnett MP and acknowledged 
the positive initiatives from the Government for the minerals 
industry following the Budget announcement of $3.5M in 
additional investment through extending the Exploration 
Drilling Grants Initiative until 2025 and co-funding a refreshed 
Geoscience Initiative of $2M over four years, supported by up to 
$3M from the Federal Government. 

With mineral exports now contributing 60% of revenues to the 
Tasmanian economy, the Minister confirmed the government’s 
commitment to resources industry growth in the State and 
welcomed the continuing support of industry participants, 
including AMEC and its members, in shaping Tasmania’s ‘net zero’ 
mining future.  

AMEC also held discussions with Shadow Minister for Resources, 
Dr Shane Broad with planning underway for boardroom lunches 
(virtual) to introduce Tasmanian members to the Minister and 
Shadow Minister to share their insights and expectations of 
Government.

AMEC has made the following submissions on behalf of member 
companies:  

• Response on Victorian Mineral Resources (Sustainable 
Development) Act 1990 legislative and regulatory reform

• Response to Special Licence Condition proposal for North 
Central Victorian Goldfields Ground Release

• Response to Victorian Industry Capability - Sharing 
Responsibility to Build Social Licence

To learn more please contact Lucy McClean 

info@amec.org.au  |  1300 738 184

Follow us on       

www.amec.org.au 

Victoria & Tasmania
VICTORIA
While metropolitan and regional lockdowns remain an ongoing 
feature during much of this quarter, Victoria’s mineral sector 
continues to enjoy a ‘Golden Age’, reflected in the record level 
of expenditure and investments in exploration. 

Quarterly Mineral Exploration Data released by the Australian 
Bureau of Statistics (ABS) for the June quarter showed a 35% 
increase in exploration investment this year in Victoria.  For the 
2020-21 financial year, expenditure in Victoria was $184.9M or 
5.8% of the national spend and up 35% from $136.5M invested 
in 2019-20 - the greatest percentage rise in any Australian 
jurisdiction. The proportion of Australian expenditure 
investment in Victoria is also growing - 5.8% in 2020-21, up 
from 4.9% in the year previously. We also have a surge in gold 
exploration and mining with expenditure exceeding $500M 
and production up 39.6% to 792,267 ounces in 2019-20.

A new Minister for Resources, the Hon Jaala Pulford MLC, 
was appointed during the quarter with AMEC among 
the first industry organisations to sit down with the new 
Minister and highlight the importance of our industry to 
the Victorian economy and reiterate the challenges and 
concerns experienced by our members regarding land 
access, approvals and navigating COVID-19 impacts on 
their businesses. The Minister re-iterated her predecessor’s 
commitment to supporting and promoting the Victorian 
resources industry and continue the legislative reform work 
already underway alongside other key initiatives, including the 
eagerly anticipated announcement of successful tenderers for 
the North Central Victorian Goldfields Ground Release and the 
release of the new Stavely ground.  AMEC continues to press 
government on the commercial importance of timely decision 
making and the impact on risk and certainty for stakeholders in 
the Victorian resources sector.

The Liberal Party in Victoria also appointed a new Shadow 
Minister for Resources, Richard Riordan MP, during the quarter 
following a change in leadership, with AMEC outlining its 
members activities and advocacy goals at an introductory 
meeting held shortly after the announcement.

AMEC remains committed to consult widely with Government 
on the issues critical to members and ensure their voices 
and concerns are heard and considered and participated in 
several key inter-departmental discussions during the quarter 
on legislative reform proposals, land access, special licence 
conditions and rehabilitation.

AMEC will schedule boardroom lunches (virtual) for members 
to meet and share their insights with the new Minister and 
Shadow Minister as early as practicable.

Following many months of member meetings and catchups, 
in August there was the first official inaugural meeting of the 
AMEC Victorian Advisory Committee.  The committee was 
established in response to growing interest and activity in 
Victoria’s resources sector and will be chaired by Chris Cairns. 
The Committee will meet every quarter to discuss the issues 
impacting members with interests in Victoria and in shaping 
AMEC’s advocacy and policy direction in the State.

STATES & TERRITORIES

CHRIS CAIRNS   
AMEC COUNCILLOR

AMEC would like to announce 
the appointment of its newest 
AMEC Council Member, and 
Chair of the Victorian Advisory 
Committee - Executive 
Chairman and Managing 
Director of Stavely Minerals - 
Mr Chris Cairns. 

A first class honors graduate from the University of Canberra, 
Mr Cairns has extensive experience having worked for BHP 
Minerals, Auroura Gold, LionOre, Sino Gold, and Integra Mining 
Limited.  Mr Cairns is a Fellow of the Australian Institute of 
Geoscientists, a Fellow of the Australian Institute of Mining 
and Metallurgy, a member of the JORC Committee, a member 
of the Society of Economic Geologists and Chairman of the 
Australian Prospectors and Miners Hall of Fame.

mailto:lucy.mcclean%40amec.org.au?subject=
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SEIZING OPPORTUNITIES IN 
INDONESIA’S MINING INDUSTRY 
 
Mining in Indonesia 
Indonesia is one of the world’s significant mining players with notable production of nickel, iron, tin, gold, 
bauxite, and copper. Indonesia is also one of the world’s largest exporters of thermal coal. The mining 
industry has been a significant contributor to the country’s economy, with sector’s percentage of 
contribution to the GDP varies between 4-6% in the last ten years. 

Indonesia’s Mineral Reserve Resilience (Indonesia Mining Guide, 2020) 

Optimism for Economic Recovery After 
the Pandemic 
COVID-19 has taken a heavy economic and 
social impact globally and to Indonesia. 
Indonesian Government realised that the 
direction of Indonesia's economic recovery in 
future will depend on the progress in COVID-19 
handling in the country. As of 22 September 
2021, as many as 82,113,788 Indonesians 
have received their first vaccinations or 39.4% 
from the vaccination target.  

The good news is Indonesia has pulled out of 
recession in the second quarter (April-June) of 
2021 moved into positive territory for the first 
time since the Covid-19 outbreak at the 
beginning of 2020, achieving 7.07% growth (y-
o-y). On a quarterly basis, Indonesia’s economy 
grew 3.31% compared to -0.92% in the first 
quarter this year. 

In term of direct investment (foreign and local), 
the investment realization during the second 
quarter of 2021 increased by 16.2% compared 

to the same period in 2020 (IDR 191.9 trillion). 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) realization has 
grown by 19.6%, and Domestic Direct 
Investment (DDI) also has grown by 12.7%. 
Meanwhile, the total realization based on FDI 
surprisingly increased by 4.5% compared to the 
first quarter of 2021. 

The Investment Agency 
Indonesia Investment Promotion Centre (IIPC) 
Sydney is the official representative office of the 
Ministry of Investment, the Republic of 
Indonesia. IIPC is in charge of promoting 
investment opportunities in Indonesia and 
facilitating foreign direct investment from 
Australia and New Zealand to Indonesia. Some 
of our services include pre-investment 
consultation, facilitation of investment-related 
administration and licence application, as well 
as identification of suitable potential partners 
and bridge investor's relationship with national 
and local government. IIPC's office is located at 
1 Farrer Place, Sydney and can be contacted 
through iipc-aussie@bkpm.go.id 

https://www.rangerdrilling.com.au/
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AMEC EVENTS

AMEC Golf Day
Tuesday 19 October 2021 | Lake Karrinyup, Perth
SOLD OUT 
 
Water and the NSW Minerals Industry Webinar
Thursday 21 October 2021 1:30pm-2:30pm AEST
Join us to hear what you need to know about water for NSW 
explorers. Kate Swain, Partner at McCullough Robertson will 
provide an overview of water regulation in NSW and what 
it means for exploration and mining in NSW. The workshop 
will include an update from our workshop last year with case 
studies of projects and plenty of time to ensure that your 
questions are answered. If ever you need water, do not miss 
this event. CLICK HERE TO REGISTER
 
Investor Briefing 
Tuesday 26 October 2021 4:30pm-7pm
The Melbourne Hotel, Perth, WA
AMEC is hosting a FREE Investor Briefing in Perth. Presenting 
companies are:
• Boab Metals Ltd (ASX:BML)
• Latin Resources Limited (ASX:LRS)
• Lithium Australia (ASX:LIT)
• Medallion Metals Ltd (ASX:MM8)
• Pilbara Minerals Ltd (ASX:PLS)
• Strickland Metals Limited (ASX:AYR)
CLICK HERE TO REGISTER
 
Awards Dinner 
Thursday 2 December 2021 | Optus Stadium 
Join us for AMEC’s night of nights. The AMEC Awards Dinner 
celebrates the importance of the mineral exploration and 
mining industry while recognising the industry’s outstanding 
contributors.
CLICK HERE TO PURCHASE TICKETS

SAVE THE DATE
QLD Navigating Government Webinar
Wed 27/10/2021

Online Investor Briefing
Thurs 18/11/2021

Association of Mining & Exploration Companies

Awards Dinner
THURSDAY 2 DECEMBER 2021 

OPTUS STADIUM | WESTERN AUSTRALIA

CLICK HERE 

TO PURCHASE TICKETS

 

https://portal.amec.org.au/event/sessions?id=AMEC_Webinar-Water_and_the_NSW_minerals_industry1174400377
https://boabmetals.com/
https://www.latinresources.com.au/
https://lithium-au.com/
https://medallionmetals.com.au/
http://www.pilbaraminerals.com.au/site/content/
https://www.stricklandmetals.com.au/
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/amec-investor-briefing-26-october-2021
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/amec-awards-dinner-2021-tickets-176914184087?aff=SepExplorer
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/amec-awards-dinner-2021-tickets-176914184087?aff=AMECWebsite
https://www.amec.org.au/event/golf-day-2/
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To verify if your contractor holds the correct licence, call 03 8892 3131 or for general 
information on the Fire Protection Industry Permit Scheme, visit www.fpib.com.au

Are you responsible for 
scheduled extinguishing 
substances on a mining site?

If so, your company or your 
contracted fire technician(s) 
are legally obligated to hold 
an extinguishing agent 
handling licence (EAHL) 
with the Fire Protection 
Industry (ODS & SGG) Board.

Penalties for non-compliance 
Handling ozone depleting substances (ODS) or synthetic greenhouse 
gases (SGG) such as FM200®, FE227™, NAFSIII and NAFPIII without a 
valid licence may result in the following penalties:
•  a criminal prosecution.
•  a civil penalty order (where available).
•  an infringement notice being issued.
Fire protection equipment containing ODS and SGG (scheduled extinguishing substances) used on 
mine sites is regulated under the Ozone Protection and Synthetic Greenhouse Gas Management Act 
1989 and the Ozone Protection and Synthetic Greenhouse Gas Management Regulations 1995.

1 & 2 December 20211 & 2 December 2021    The Westin Perth, WAThe Westin Perth, WA

Programme & Delegate Registration:

follow the links from www.verticalevents.com.au

MAJOR  SPONSOR

• One of 2020’s largest investment conferences returning for 2021.

• Will be the 200th Conference for RIU & Vertical Events!  

• Outstanding corporate sponsorhip support.

• Already 45+ companies confirmed!

• Targeting 750+ registered delegates.

• Includes a second auditorium with four technical sessions.

And…. you never know, the 2021 RIU Resurgence Conference may just unveil Australia’s Next Big Discovery!

https://www.fpib.com.au/
https://resourcesinvestorroadshow.riu.com.au/
https://resourcesinvestorroadshow.riu.com.au/
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Geology & Mining Engineering

Recent Independent Geologist Reports:

Dalaroo Metals Ltd

Kaiser Reef Ltd

Koonenberry Gold Ltd

Locksley Resources Ltd

OZZ Minerals Ltd

West Cobar Metals Ltd

Jeremy Peters
Director

jeremy.peters@burntshirt.com.au
+61 437 408 942

burntshirt.com.au

Protect Your Staff and
Company with Openet's
Free Cyber Awareness

Health Check

security.openet.com.auFREE ACCESS AT         

OUT & ABOUT

AMEC WILL BE AT THE FOLLOWING EVENTS
 
• Australian Nickel Conference, Perth, October 5
• NT Resources Week, Darwin, October 27-28
• NewGenGold Conference, Perth, November 9-10 
• Festival of Mining Noosa, 10-12 November 
• South Australian Exploration & Mining Conference, Adelaide, 

November 26 
• RIU Resurgence Conference, Perth, December 1-2
• International Mining and Resources Conference + Expo, 

Melbourne, January 31 – February 2, 2022
• RIU Explorers Conference, Fremantle, February 15-17, 2022

Advert for AMEC Magazine Sept 2021  40 x 80  

 

!!!!!!  IISSSSUUEE  !!!!!!    CCaannnnoott  cchheecckk  aanndd  
ssuuppeerrvviissee  mmaatteerriiaall  aarrrriivvaall  aanndd  
tteessttiinngg  iinn  CChhiinnaa  dduuee  ttoo  CCVV--1199??  

 
Safe Metallurgical Strategies is available in China. 

Expat Australian with 35 years of metallurgical 
experience is ready to assist you with YOUR need. 

!!!!!!  SSOOLLUUTTIIOONN  !!!!!! 
Gavin Swayn    gps64sept@163.com    +8615909899301 

 

 

https://www.burntshirt.com.au/
https://openet.com.au/
https://www.australiannickelconference.com/
https://ntresourcesweek.com.au/
https://www.newgengold.com/
http://saemc.com.au/
https://resourcesinvestorroadshow.riu.com.au/
https://imarcglobal.com/
https://www.riuexplorersconference.com.au/
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AMEC Past Presidents: Ian Walker, Derek Fisher, Will Robinson, Bill Ryan, Peter 
Bradford, Peter Ingram

Neil van Drunen, Tim Cook, Rob Bills, Shannon McMahon, Dan Leinfelder Keren Patterson, Hon Bill Johnston MLA, Warren Pearce, Peta Libby

Sarah Thomas, Siobhan Pelliccia, Kathy Meney

Mark Andrews, Greg Miles, Kirsten MeyerDavid Parker, Barry Fitzgerald, Peter Bradford

Tarmara Smith & Kirsty SellPeter Schwann, Murray Pollock, Neil Marston

Tim Cook, Cheryl Low, Warren Pearce, Peter Cook

AMEC Life Members: L-R Barry Fehlberg, Ian Walker, Craig Yaxley, Derek Fisher, Peter 
Buck, Peter Ingram, Bill Ryan, Bryan Smith
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Tenement
Management

Mapping &
GeoServices

Land
Access

Technical
Reporting

Drilling
Approvals

Due
Diligence

YOU CAN RELY ON US 
We are a leading tenement management company, operating Australia-wide, focusing 

on the compliance of your assets. With staff coming direct from your industry, we 

understand what’s required for a successful project. Together, we will get it done!

Scan for more 
information

ACCOUNTABILITY

INTEGRITY SUCCESS

RESPECT TRUST

         hmcvicar@amets.com.au  

         0447 677 530

Holly McVicar
Business Development Manager

RESILIENCE

Trusted Leaders in Mining Compliance

Australian Mining and 
Exploration Title Services

GET ON THE 
GROUND AND 

stay ON THE 

HELPING you

GROUND

The Value Of 
Experience

From top tier miners to 
the smallest explorer, 
we strive to provide 
our clients with an 
unsurpassed level of 
service across the entire 
drilling spectrum.

DDH1 employs the 
industry’s most 
experienced operators 
to provide technically 
innovative drilling 
services. 

HEAD OFFICE
21 Baile Road
Canning Vale WA 6155
Phone: (08) 9435 1700

ddh1.com.au

https://amets.com.au/
http://www.ddh1.com.au/


info@amec.org.au  |  1300 738 184

Follow us on       

www.amec.org.au 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS

FULL MEMBERS

https://www.strategicenergy.com.au/
https://pursuitminerals.com.au/
https://www.gbmr.com.au/
http://www.bmgl.com.au/
https://navarre.com.au/
https://www.burleyminerals.com.au/
https://kincoracopper.com/
https://www.pepinnini.com.au/
https://www.mtmongerresources.com.au/
https://ktaresources.com/
https://www.ballymoreresources.com/
https://www.aicmines.com.au/
https://widgienickel.com.au/
https://www.tambourahmetals.com.au/
https://www.incaminerals.com.au/
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WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS

The world’s 
pre-eminent gold 
exploration event

To exhibit or attend please contact Mitchelle Matambo on (+61) 8 9321 0355 or email mitchelle@paydirt.com.au

PRESENTATIONS TO DATE INCLUDE:

KEYNOTE ADDRESSES:

“New constraints on the evolution of the 
Paterson Orogen and basement to the 
Canning Basin” 
Geological Survey of Western Australia

SADDLE
GT Gold Corp.

Canada

HAVIERON
Newcrest Mining Limited/ 

Greatland Gold plc
Australia

HEMI
De Grey Mining Ltd 

Australia

WKP
OceanaGold Corporation

New Zealand

KONÉ
Montage Gold Corp.

Côte d’Ivoire

WINU
Rio Tinto Limited

Australia

SÉGUÉLA
Roxgold Inc.
Côte d’Ivoire

TOWER GOLD PROJECTS
Moneta Porcupine Mines Inc.

Canada

BLACK PINE
Liberty Gold Corp.

United States

REBECCA
Apollo Consolidated Limited

Australia

CAYLEY LODE
Stavely Minerals Limited

Australia

FENIX
Rio2 Limited

Chile

“Victoria - laying the groundwork for a 
systems approach to geodynamics 
and mineralisation” 
Geological Survey of Victoria

21Pan Pacific, Perth
November 9 - 10

21
Perth, Western AustraliaNovember 9 - 10

REGISTERTODAY!$1,650 inc. GST

BANKAN
Predictive Discovery Ltd

Guinea

THE NAPIÉ PROJECT
Mako Gold Ltd

Côte d’Ivoire

https://www.finlaysons.com.au/
https://www.allproductsupplies.com.au/
http://www.cbp.com.au/
https://www.drillmanglobal.com/
https://scenariocloud.com/
https://www.tipsa.com/
https://piperalderman.com.au/
https://www.orbiz.io/
http://www.cgmcommunications.com.au/
https://parvatecollective.com/
https://criticalarc.com/
https://px4software.com/
https://www.7th-element.com.au/
https://www.grapartners.com.au/
https://ebury.com.au/
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DIRECTORY

+61 427 558 155   
info@mudex.com.au  
www.mudex.com.au

Innovative  
Drilling Fluids

service, innovation, reliability

MUD_Ad_ADIA Calendar_Sep17_FINAL_2.indd   1 26/11/2020   2:34 PM

www.bk-enterprises.com.au

https://www.mudex.com.au/
https://taitsconsulting.com/
https://www.rsm.global/australia/
https://www.asb.com.au/
https://px4software.com/
https://www.drillmanglobal.com/
http://piperalderman.com.au

