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Introduction  

AMEC appreciates the opportunity to provide a submission to the Department of Water and 

Environmental Regulation (the Department) consultation on the draft Guideline: Assessment of 

environmental noise emissions (the Guideline). Continued consultation on such guidance is critical to 

ensure there are no unintended consequences for Industry. 

About AMEC 

The Association of Mining and Exploration Companies (AMEC) is a national industry body 

representing over 400 member companies across Australia, with the majority having project interests 

in Western Australia. Collectively, AMEC’s member companies account for over $100 billion of the 

mineral exploration and mining sector’s capital value. 

The mining and exploration industry make a critical contribution to the Australian economy, employing 

over 255,000 people, and in 2018/19 collectively paid over $39 billion in royalties and taxation. In 

2019/20 resources companies invested $35 billion in new capital and generated more than $176 

billion in mineral exports. $2.8 billion was spent on minerals exploration in 2019/20, representing an 

18% increase from the previous year. 

Draft Guidelines 

General Feedback 

The development of this draft Guideline and its intent is supported by AMEC.  The provision of clear, 

high quality, non-statutory guidance should assist proponents with ensuring that applications are 

aligned with the regulation of noise emissions under the Environmental Protection Act 1986 (the Act). 

However, there is concern that these Guidelines lack comprehensive details that will make 

implementation more difficult than necessary. Despite extended consultation, there has been little 

adjustment from the Draft Guideline on Environmental Noise for Prescribed Premises 2016 to the 

recently released 2021 version. AMEC is concerned that some aspects of these Guidelines are 

ambiguous and lacking clear guidance.  

Definition of environmental noise 

AMEC recommends amending the Guideline's provided definition of environmental noise. AMEC 

acknowledges that this definition is a new addition to the guidelines, that was not included in the Draft 

Guideline on Environmental Noise for Prescribed Premises 2016. However, in its current form this 

definition is too broad and will consequently create confusion for Industry proponents. AMEC 
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suggests that the Department provide greater clarity and examples of potential sources of 

environmental noise, as is provided in the World Health Organisation’s Guidelines for community 

noise (1999).  

Representative assessment period 

AMEC considers reference to the representative assessment period as ‘a period of time of not less 

than 15 minutes, and not exceeding four hours, determined by an inspector or authorised person to 

be appropriate for the assessment of a noise emission, having regard to the type and nature of the 

noise emission’ to be a imprecise definition. AMEC would welcome practical examples of the 

scenarios in which proponents can select a longer representative assessment period of up to four 

hours. This will enable both experienced and less experienced proponents to understand and meet 

the expectations of the Department in the first instance. 

Machine wear 

Machine wear and tear is referenced briefly in the Guidelines. In reference to sound power levels of 

noise sources the Guidelines note, ‘Industrial machinery tends to emit more noise as it wears, and 

this needs to be taken into consideration when assuming sound power levels.’ This comment is vague 

and unhelpful to Industry. Industry is aware that as machines age, noise levels tend to increase. 

However, considering and measuring how much wear and tear impacts noise levels is both a complex 

and impractical task. The guidelines provide no guidance on how Industry should attempt to consider 

this issue.  

Mining and mineral exploration 

Mineral exploration sites can vary significantly in the amount of noise produced. A small exploration 

operation of one or two geologists walking over and sampling the ground has a much lower level of 

noise activity than a larger scale drilling operation. A low impact mineral exploration programme 

creates less noise, less frequently than a high impact exploration programme that may operate full 

time.  

The Guidelines do not provide a distinction across the different types of exploration activities, and the 

level of noise they emit. The Department must provide further clarity around how exploration activities 

are treated in terms of noise emissions.  

Final comment 

AMEC continues to welcome opportunities to engage with the Department as regulatory reforms are 

undertaken. It is important to Industry that the Guidelines provide certainty and clarity on 

environmental noise emissions. AMEC urges the Department to provide more detail on this complex 

issue. 
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