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Introduction  

AMEC appreciates the opportunity to make a submission to the Department of Environment, Parks 

and Water Security to exempt for mineral exploration companies from bore water monitoring.   

About AMEC 

The Association of Mining and Exploration Companies (AMEC) is a national industry association 

representing over 350 members from all around Australia. Our members are explorers, emerging 

miners, producers, and a wide range of businesses working in and for the industry.  

Bore Water Exemption for mineral exploration in the Northern Territory. 

The lifting of the exemption for bores with a flow rate of less than 15L per second to be monitored has 

created an additional level of compliance for mineral exploration companies in the Northern Territory. 

The weight of compliance for mineral exploration companies is disproportionate due to the nature of 

the activity. On average most drilling campaigns last a month per annum.  This is due to the 

difficulties of operating during the wet season and the cost of undertaking drilling. 

As has been clarified by our members, the volume of water used is dependent on the drilling type.  

The two most common types of drilling are Aircore and Rotary Collar Drilling (RC Drilling), they use 

approximately 1,000L-2,000L per day.  The most expensive and deepest drilling, diamond drilling, 

requires up to 10,000L per day. 

One of our most active members in the Northern Territory, Prodigy Gold, has estimated that they are 

likely to use at most approximately 250,000L a year. We note that this is half the annual use of the 

average Darwin residential household1 as per the Australian Bureau of Statistics. 

An exemption of 250,000 Litres per annum attached to each exploration licence would allow mineral 

exploration companies to undertake normal operations unfettered.  If this amount was exceeded than 

we consider it reasonable that a licence should be sought. 

Recommendation: Exempt 250,000L per annum per exploration licence from monitoring. 

For further information contact: 

Neil van Drunen     or   Samantha Panickar 
Director, WA, SA, NT & Industrial Policy     Senior Policy Adviser 
AMEC         AMEC 
0407 057 443        08 9320 5150 

 

1 https://www.abc.net.au/news/2019-02-15/water-consumption-nt-gardening-power-and-water-native/10812220?utm_campaign=news-article-

share-desktop-0&utm_content=link&utm_medium=content_shared&utm_source=abc_news_web 
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