
 

Northern Territory Code of Conduct for mineral exploration  

Attention: Denise Turnbull, Northern Territory Department of Primary Industry and Resources 

 

Introduction  

AMEC appreciates the opportunity to be consulted on this draft of the Code of Conduct.  The 

Department of Primary Industry and Resources’ attention to clearly articulate the legal expectations in 

a concise format for both the pastoral and mineral exploration industry is timely. 

About AMEC 

The Association of Mining and Exploration Companies (AMEC) in the national peak industry body 

representing over 275 mining and mineral exploration companies across Australia, with 20 member 

companies actively exploring, mining and developing projects in the Territory. 

RESPONSE 

Focus of the draft 

The draft needs to specify in the introduction that this Code of Conduct is not legally binding or 

statutory and is entirely voluntary.  Clarity of its place in the hierarchy of documents is also needed. 

Identifying the role of the Government as a regulator that approves mineral exploration activities and 

monitors compliance would increase the clarity of the draft. 

The draft needs to greater clarity of who this document applies to.  Members have commented that 

this draft relates almost strictly to pastoral leaseholders, but it doesn’t comprehensively cover 

relationships for land under the Aboriginal Land Rights Act or Native Title Act. 

To improve the draft the Government has a choice of either narrowing the focus to pastoral 

leaseholder or covering all types of landholder. 

AMEC recommends the focus be explicitly narrowed to the relationship between mineral exploration 

companies and pastoral leaseholders by: 

- Referencing pastoral leasehold in the document title and introduction; 
- Define pastoral leasehold and mineral exploration title clearly to remove all ambiguity; 
- Specify in the introduction that for land under Aboriginal Lands Rights Act, companies should 

contact the Aboriginal Area Protection Authority, and the relevant Land Councils. 
- Specify in the introduction that mineral exploration companies need to consider native title 

holders; 
- Refer to the pastoral leaseholder as a leaseholder rather than a landholder as they do not 

own the land. 
 

Aims 

The following feedback has received regarding the aims of the Code as outlined on page 6. 

- Remove “other stakeholders” as it introduces ambiguity 

- Clarify “high environmental performance” to refer to environmental performance as per 
legislative requirements. 
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Before Exploration 

Members have provided a range of feedback regarding the Before Exploration section on page 7: 

- Include Appendix 1 in future drafts. 

- Amend “Non-Intrusive Activities” to Low impact exploration, which is more widely used; 
- Include in the explorer may ask the leaseholder to provide information on the following 

o Sources of water; 
o Condition of tracks; 
o Protocols for weed and seed management; 
o Resources available (accommodation, grader hire and labour). 

- The definition of “substantial disturbance” is well understood within the mineral exploration 
industry but the terms above ground works could be taken broadly. 

- Under Section 2.1.3:  
o Reference Native Title in the title and section; 
o Include that while the Explorer is statutorily obliged under Commonwealth legislation 

to facilitate Native Title holders and indigenous groups to search for sacred sites, and 
they should notify the pastoralist of access; 

o Companies should ensure a management plan for known sites; 
o Develop a ‘chance find procedure in consultation with respective indigenous groups. 

 

During Exploration 

AMEC considers two sections must be added to this area: 

- the right of mineral explorers to not have their infrastructure interfered with; and  
- As per the legislation, the right of a mineral explorer to access their tenement via the shortest 

possible route. 

As the Department would be aware both have been a cause of conflict in the past.  It is important that 

this draft include provisions clearly outlining these expectations.   

This is critical to industry.  It is only reasonable that the legislative right of explorers are recognised in 

this document. 

The following other amendments are recommended: 

- Under Section 3.1.2 include provisions that pastoralists should be notified of fishing, hunting 
and fires. 

- Under Section 3.2 cite that an exploration company needs to be granted an exploration MMP 
that includes environmental expectations that the Government enforces compliance with. 

- Section 3.2.1, the following suggestions are made: 
o For capping of drill holes, replace the word ‘immediately’ with ‘when appropriate’; 
o Remove the ‘Not bring pet’ and instead include it under 3.1.2 as something to discuss 

with the Pastoralists, as not all pets endanger wildlife. 
o Remove incorporate egress ramps to sumps, as that may not be appropriate in 

certain conditions and is unnecessarily specific. 
- Within Section 3.2.4 remove: 

o The wooden pegs specification; 
o The instruction to manage sewage and greywater according to the requirements of 

the landholder, as the requirements of the regulator should be sufficient. 
- Within Section 3.2.5: 

o The clause, “in the event of a bushfire…” may conflict with the earlier emergency plan 
for a bushfire clause.  If a bushfire occurs, the emergency plan must be executed and 
as a consequence the clause instructing rendering assistance should be removed. 
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Final comments 

The following recommendations are included for addition throughout the draft: 

- The Government as a Regulator is broadly absent throughout this document, with the 
document reading as if the relationship is only between the pastoral leaseholder and the 
mineral exploration company. This is incorrect, as the Government has a substantial role that 
must be acknowledged. 

- In the previous draft submitted on 15 July 2019 to the Department, AMEC made a series of 
recommendations that have not been included.  We strongly suggest that the following be 
included: 

o An opening statement that the minerals are owned by everyone in the Northern 
Territory community; 

o The inclusion of a concluding statement on communication. 
- The inclusion of links and references to each of the other documents cited, for example the 

Land Access Policy, would increase the usefulness and transparency of the document. 
 

This draft is close to finalisation. While it is now unlikely that this document will be published before 

December 2019, it is important that this document is published early in 2020.  AMEC remains 

committed to support the drafting of this document. 

 

 

 

To discuss this submission further please contact: 

 

Neil van Drunen 
Manager:  Industry Policy, Northern Territory & South Australia 
Phone 08 9320 5150 
Mobile 0407 057 443 
Email  neil.vandrunen@amec.org.au  

 

 

mailto:neil.vandrunen@amec.org.au

