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In a Star Trek: Next Generation movie and television series, an alien race of 

cyborgs—the Borg Collective (half humanoid, half machine)—pilot a 

starship in the shape of a cube, approximately 3,000 meters to a side: 

almost two miles. Immense. Dwarfing the many Federation starships 

attacking it.  

 

 

Borg Ship from Star Trek: Next Generation 

 

A cube spaceship?  

 In Earth’s atmosphere, flying objects need to be aerodynamic—sleek 

and smooth. A jet airliner flies through the air more efficiently than an 

upright piano. However, in space an object can have almost any shape 

and still move freely—no air resistance. The International Space Station is 

a good example—lots of parts connected in various configurations while 
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racing across the heavens at over 17,000 miles per hour (2,736 kph), 

passing over us approximately sixteen times every day.  

International Space Station 

 

 The Apostle John wrote, “And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God.” (The Revelation of John, chapter 21, verse 

2—abbreviated Rev 21:2—last book in the Bible).  

 What is this New Jerusalem object descending to Earth—from outer 

space—from God?  

 The angel explains to John that this great flying object is actually a 

city. A city? What else could the angel call it so John would understand? 

He might tell John it is a type of ship for traveling in the heavens, but 

even that could be confusing. John might ask, “Similar to a ship on the 

sea but it flies? A cube shaped ship?” The incredible size would stretch 

his mind even further. 

 The angel could have called it a temple, a type of building. John was 

intimately familiar with the Great Temple in Jerusalem. A flying temple 

would be an appropriate description when God is present. But by 

describing the New Jerusalem as a city tells John, and us, that people will 
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gather there, live in community, enjoy a viable infrastructure, have a 

government with leadership, a purpose—and destinations.  

 

Some controversy exists over the exact size.  

 The next scripture is a literal translation of the Greek: “And the city 

foursquare lies, and the length of it the same as moreover the width, also he 

measured the city with the reed, at STADIA twelve thousand: the length, and 

the breadth, and the height of it, equal are” (Rev 21:16).  

 This version of the same verse is from the New Living Translation 

(NLT): “When he measured it, he found it was a square, as wide as it was long. 

In fact, its length and width and height were each 1,400 miles.” 

 Then this passage is from the New American Standard Bible (NAS): 

“The city is laid out as a square, and its length is as great as the width; and he 

measured the city with the rod, 1,500 miles; its length and width and height are 

equal.”  

 Did you notice the difference in size—12,000 stadia, 1,400 miles, and 

1,500 miles? Remember, the Borg ship was two miles square. 

 

How long is 12,000 stadia?  

 Biblical scholars debate the use of stadia, making it 1,400 miles (New 

Living Translation), and furlongs, making it 1,500 miles (New American 

Standard). No one is sure because the precise specifications of these 

measurement standards in biblical times seem to be lost in antiquity. But 

are they? I showed you the literal Greek of the passage to emphasize that 

John meant to use the word stadia. So what is the problem? 

 The word stadia comes from the Latin stadium, based on the layout of 

a Roman coliseum—one-eighth of a Roman mile. Think of the movie Ben-

Hur (1959) with chariots racing wildly around the track. As a resident 

and traveler of the Roman Empire, John would be familiar with Roman 

units of measure.  
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Roman Coliseum 

 

 One stadia equals an eighth of a mile, so divide 12,000 stadia by eight 

to get 1,500 Roman miles. This figure matches the NAS furlong 

interpretation.  

 Now here is where the debate begins. How does a Roman mile of the 

first century measure up to an English statute mile of more recent times? 

The Roman mile is slightly shorter. 

 The word mile is of Latin origin for thousand, and passus is Latin for 

paces, so mille passus means a thousand paces. As the Roman Legionaries 

marched along, they marked off one-mile increments every thousand 

paces. At the end of the day, they knew exactly how far they had walked 

since morning.  

 Therefore, to determine the distance of a Roman mile, we need to 

know the length of the basic pace. Roman scholars agreed that from the 

lifting of the heel of the left foot to the planting of the left heel again was 

a complete pace—two steps—approximately five feet. From that came the 

millarium. For every one thousand paces a millarium stone was placed 
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(1,000 paces x 5 feet = 5,000 Roman feet or one Roman mile), which in 

England became known as the milestone.  

Roman soldiers marching along road 

 

 I can imagine Roman soldiers marching along with someone acting as 

Counter, if there were no milestones near the road to indicate previously 

measured distances. An incredibly boring job.  

 Scholars determined that the Roman five-foot pace turned out to be 58 

modern inches instead of our standard 60 inches. Based on this 

measurement, the difference between the Roman mile based on a 58-inch 

pace and our modern mile is 91.54 percent, making the ship 1,373 miles to 

a side.  

 However, evidence of the Roman system of measurement—the 

milestone—is still visible today! We can actually see and measure the 

Roman mile between ancient milestones at approximately 91.98 percent 
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of the statue mile we are familiar with now, making each side of the ship 

1,380 miles.  

 Then which measurement do we use?  

 1,373 miles is a pretty good number, shorter than 1,380 by only 6.704 

miles over this great distance. On the ground that equates to a seriously 

minor variation of only 4.25 thousandths (.00425) of an inch per mile.  

 So in this case, I am going to use the milestone calculation, because 

1,380 is divisible by twelve, which turns out to be somewhat important.  

 

 
Roman Mile Marker in England 

 

What does this mean for our ship?  

 The New Jerusalem would actually be 1,380 statute miles (2,221 km) 

to a side, not 1,400 or 1,500 miles, as recorded in some Bible translations. 

The length, width and height are each 1,380 miles—a great cube.  
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How far is 1,380 miles?  

 Driving from Boston to Miami is 1,498 miles (2,410 km) along 

highways with typical twists and turns. If you lay out a straight line for 

one edge of the cube, the measurement would go—as the crow flies—

from Brunswick, Maine to Miami, Florida—essentially, all the East Coast. 

(Brunswick lies between Augusta in the north and Portland in the south.)  

 Let’s say this line is the bottom right or eastern side of the cube base. 

The northern edge would go from Brunswick, Maine to Jamestown, 

North Dakota. Now go south 1,380 miles to reach the southern tip of 

Texas—south of Laredo into Mexico. This means the footprint of the cube 

would cover all the United States east of central Texas.  
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New Jerusalem resting on the United States 

(Fortunately that will never happen) 

 

 The ship size is hard to grasp. One edge could go east from San Diego 

past Houston, just shy of Port Arthur, Texas, or heading north from San 

Diego to Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada. The cube base would cover 

most of the United States wherever it happened to land.  

 One side is 2,221 km: Paris to Istanbul—2,253 km, and Brussels to 

Moscow—2,253 km are just a little beyond that distance. Jerusalem to 

Budapest at 2,220 km is mostly exact. These distances are a little short: 

Rome to Helsinki—2,204 km; Kano, Nigeria to Liberia, Monrovia—2,215 

km; Tokyo to Manila—2,204 km. 

The dwarf planet, Pluto, is 1,472.65 miles (2,370 km) across—92 miles 

wider than the New Jerusalem or only 46 miles larger on each side.  
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New Jerusalem outline compared to Pluto 

 

 Because Pluto is so far away, it is hard to imagine the comparison, so 

let us superimpose the New Jerusalem on our moon. The moon is 2,159 

miles (3,474 km) in diameter or larger than the New Jerusalem by 779 

miles or 389.5 miles (627 km) on each side. The next figure is what the 

New Jerusalem would look like if parked just above the surface of the 

moon. Big. 
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New Jerusalem superimposed on Moon 

 

How high is 1,380 miles?  

 The International Space Station orbits at about 155 miles (250 km). If 

the cube ship landed on the earth (which it will never do), the top would 

interfere with the orbit of most satellites. Imagine the space station 

entering a hangar on the western side of the cube. As tractor beams bring 

it to a stop, the ship settles on an elevator and descends into a 

maintenance bay for routine repairs, resupply and crew exchange. If the 

New Jerusalem had twelve floors, each 115 miles high, the space station 

would land somewhere on the first floor.  

 If this great ship moves into a low orbit, it will pull Earth’s tides in 

different directions and create massive flooding on every coast. Fault 

lines will buckle under the great strain with earthquakes and volcanic 
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eruptions along all tectonic seams. So where it parks will make a huge 

difference.  

 I am guessing that whoever is flying the ship will settle outside High 

Earth Orbit, outside the geocentrically orbiting weather satellites—22,000 

miles away. Low Earth Orbit is 100 miles out (160 km), Medium Earth 

Orbit is 1,200 miles (2,000 km), Geosynchronous Orbit is 22,236 miles 

(35,700 km), with High Earth Orbit beyond. No matter where it parks, the 

ship will affect the earth, but if the ship comes closer, we will definitely 

lose satellites and the earth will experience a difference in the 

gravitational influence. Another thought: When the ship arrives, satellites 

will not matter anymore or what happens to the earth if too close, 

because the location in orbit will have another convenience in mind.  

 The Apostle John spends a lot of time explaining to us what the angel 

said and showed him, and the description of the city ship on the outside 

flows easily into what he describes on the inside.  

 

How big is the inside?  

 To understand better how big the New Jerusalem is, let’s compare it 

to Earth. Earth’s total land mass (not including oceans) is about 57.3 

million square miles with approximately 33 percent of that number 

covered in desert and 24 percent of towering mountains, leaving only 

24.6 million square miles of truly habitable land. Yes, a small number of 

people do live in the other areas.  

 John tells us that the city—still describing the spaceship—has twelve 

foundations, which I suspect is his way of describing levels, because he is 

not talking about a building, or a temple, or steps leading up to 

something. Divide 1,380 by 12 levels and each interior level equals 

approximately 115 miles high. If each level is 1,904,400 square miles 

(1,380 x 1,380 floor space = 1,904,400), then twelve levels (1,904,400 x 12) 

would give us 22,852,800 total square miles of floor space. At 22.85 
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million square miles, the New Jerusalem floors would be roughly 

equivalent to the earth’s landmass today.  

 If you were standing on the floor, you would not be able to see the 

ceiling; it would disappear into the blueness of the distance far, far above, 

similar to our sky now. At 29,029 feet (8,848 m), Mount Everest would fit 

easily on a single level. If you climbed to the top of the mountain—five 

and a half miles high, there would still be 109.5 miles (176 km) to the 

ceiling.  

 While Earth’s atmosphere stretches to 300 miles high, most of it—80 

percent—is within just ten miles, but easily breathable for only about 

three miles high. We drove up to the Pikes Peak summit outside 

Colorado Springs, Colorado—14,114 feet—a little over two and a half 

miles. When we stepped out of the truck, we wobbled, unsteady on our 

legs. The altitude and lack of oxygen took some getting used to.  

 In the New Jerusalem, the oxygen content would be consistent from 

floor to ceiling—whatever the height, because it is an enclosed space with 

a controlled environment. In other words, the air would not get thinner 

as you climbed a mountain—think Everest—29,000 feet high.  

 If all of this seems too big to imagine, it is because we think laterally. 

A floor with a 115-mile high ceiling of great sky above sounds like a lot of 

wasted space to me. Instead, we need to remember that life in the cube 

starship will probably be three-dimensional.  

 

What do I mean by life will be 3D in the ship? 

 We know from scripture that the ship will have some kind of 

gravity—people walk on streets, sit in chairs, and water flows in rivers 

(Rev 22:1-6). But I believe the great space above each floor (the ceiling), 

however big, will be just as populated as the floor itself with objects, 

villages, people, animals, rivers, and of course, passing clouds.  

 Even the walls and ceilings of each level might have a gravitational 

system, allowing people to live in those areas while maximizing the 
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livability of all “potential” floor, wall and ceiling space. In other words, if 

it’s “down” for you, then it is a floor whether you actually live on a wall 

or the ceiling.  

 The walls of each level are 115 miles high. Therefore, 1,380 x 115 

would give us 158,700 square miles for one wall, or 634,800 square miles 

for all four walls—total wall space on a level. Add that to a floor of 

1,904,400 square miles and a ceiling of 1,904,400 square miles and you have 

approximately 4,443,600 square miles of habitable land per level. Multiply 

that by 12 and you get 53,323,200 (53.3 million) square miles of 

potentially habitable land for all levels in a three-dimensional cube—

equivalent to a little more than two Earths.  

 I think there will be plenty of land to go around. If you are the type of 

person who needs a little space, then get onboard.  

 

Why is the cube ship so big? Why are the levels magnificently huge? 

 Is the cube so immense because the race of angels will live beside us 

or on separate floors? We read that some angels have wings, so the three-

dimensional space would be ideal for them.  

 

 

Angel Playing Lute, by Rosso Fiorentino (1495-1540) 
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 Yet, even we will fly: “Who are these people who fly along like clouds, like 

doves to their nests?” (Isaiah 60:8). So maybe we will be playing our harps 

(or acoustic guitars) among the clouds after all.  

 The rivers, streams, lakes and ponds will have to be in closed systems, 

like my backyard pond. The little creek we made erupts from under a 

statue of Saint Francis holding a little bird and bowl of water, running 

downhill ten feet into the pond, where the pump sends it back to the top. 

Little waterfalls along the way make a wonderfully relaxing sound, while 

the pond supports a variety of plants and fish, not to mention the many 

wildlife visitors.  

 Likewise, the cube would have Earth weather. With ceilings 115 miles 

high, each level could have their own weather system—clouds, storms, 

winds, humidity—tailored to fit the inhabitant’s particular needs or 

preferences. With the right equipment, someone could program weather 

changes into the system to allow for rain, occasional lightning, and winds 

of various speeds, in order to create a more natural climate and 

experience. 

 I like to think that thunderstorms will form high in the sky, especially 

with 115-mile high levels. Where the storms move—closer to one side 

than another—will determine which surface enjoys the rain. Lightning 

and rain rid the atmosphere of dust and pollen pollutants, transform 

nitrogen into nitrogen oxides and nitric acid for a natural fertilizer, and 

cause some plants and trees to release their fragrant oils. I would enjoy a 

weekly thunderstorm, and I think the ecosystem would too.  

 

Revelation 22 describes the River of the Water of Life, which flows from 

the throne of God right down the middle of the boulevard. The Tree of 

Life straddles the river, since we read that the tree is on both sides: “On 

each side of the river stood the Tree of Life” (Rev 22:2). The river is not 

flowing around it, as if the tree stood on an island.  
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 Some have suggested that a straddling tree would make for an 

awkward looking object, like a person straddling a small creek—not 

obviously efficient, and certainly not suitably dignified. However, when I 

imagine a great tree rising majestically above an equally worthy river, 

whose purpose is to bless all of humankind, I remember the tree on the 

planet Pandora from the movie Avatar (2009). Towering. Awe inspiring. 

The Omaticaya tribe of the Na’vi people used the entire 500-foot (150 m) 

tall tree. The people could climb in and on the tree, which served as the 

center of their culture.  

 The Tree of Life would be such a tree. People on the New Jerusalem 

could fly up into the Tree of Life to pick the fruit and eat the leaves 

alongside the birds.  

 Think big. Or maybe I should say, think bigger.  

 

 

HomeTree on the planet Pandora (Avatar, 2009) 

(In the movie it was 500 feet tall - approx. 150 meters) 
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 Imagine a tree at least one mile high—ten times higher than HomeTree 

on Pandora, comfortably straddling any river God placed beneath it. Is 

one mile too small a tree for everyone who might want to use it? Then 

imagine a tree three miles high. With 115-mile high ceilings, such a tree 

would feel right at home and comfortably tower over a river as wide as 

the Mississippi.  

 But why is the Tree of Life and the River of the Water of Life on the 

ship? We read that the tree’s leaves are for the healing of the nations, and 

it provides a crop of fully ripened fruit each month.  

 “But blessed is the one who trusts in the Lord, whose confidence is in him. 

They will be like a tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the 

stream. It does not fear when heat comes; its leaves are always green. It has no 

worries in a year of drought and never fails to bear fruit” (Jeremiah 17:7-8).  

 Leaves are a sign of health. If Jesus is the main vine and we are the 

branches (John 15:5), then leaves are the way we breathe, thrive, and 

experience our relationship with God, other people, and enjoy abundant 

life. Spiritually, we absorb the Light of the Son, while transforming into 

his likeness and radiating our own light (Matt 5:16).  

 Leaves for healing nations is not about actual or arbitrary lines on a 

map; but rather, for healing relationships: Hurting people, wherever they 

are found. As children we learn to hate, fear and distrust. And we have 

all been hurt. These leaves are a balm whether eaten, applied as a salve, 

brewed in a tea, or burned and inhaled, bridging personal and national 

healing, mending and restoring.  

 The prophet Ezekiel talks about something like this. Starting in 

chapter 43, he describes God’s Glory returning to the Temple in 

Jerusalem and all that entails. He receives specific instructions for how to 

build the altar, how the priests, Levites, and people should act, and what 

to expect.  

 In a vision he described, “water coming out from under the threshold of 

the temple...” (Ezek 47:1). The river flowed from the temple, through the 
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wilderness to the Dead Sea, where it turned salty water into fresh (Ezek 

47:8).  

 However, at the end, he says, “Fruit trees of all kinds will grow on both 

banks of the river. Their leaves will not wither, nor will their fruit fail. Every 

month they will bear, because the water from the sanctuary flows to them. Their 

fruit will serve for food and their leaves for healing” (Ezek 47:12). This sounds 

similar to what happens on the New Jerusalem.  

 Ezekiel 43 and following describes how God wanted the Second 

Temple built, after the Jews returned from their seventy-year exile in 

Babylon. However, the river flowing to the Dead Sea and the fruit trees 

blessing the nations did not happen as described.  

 The only possible time that this last part could take place—if we take 

the passage literally, is either during the thousand-year-reign of Christ, or 

after all the great wars are over and the New Earth is created (Rev 21). 

This idea brings the New Jerusalem city in the heavens in line with 

something happening on the ground in Jerusalem—on Mount Zion, in 

Israel—at the same time.  

 Metaphorically, we can imagine Jesus being the Living Water, flowing 

out of the Temple to a “Dead Sea”—a sea of people in great need, living 

in darkness, who will see this Great Light and experience refreshment 

and healing by believing in him.  

 Isaiah wrote, “For I will pour water on the thirsty land, and streams on the 

dry ground; I will pour out my Spirit on our offspring and blessings on your 

descendants” (Isaiah 44:3). Instead of plucking fruit off a literal tree, we 

experience the outpouring of the Spirit, partake of and produce the Fruit 

of the Spirit, while living in the Kingdom of God—now (Galatians 5:22-

23).  

 John tells us that the Tree of Life and the River of the Water of Life 

will be on the New Jerusalem. Will they be a benefit to the citizens living 

there? Why do immortal people need this river and this tree? If John saw 

and described these things, then they must be important. Will there be 
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passengers on the ship who are mortal, or children born on the New 

Jerusalem who are mortal? Will angels or people dispense the fruit and 

leaves of this tree and the water from the river to those in need on other 

planets wherever the ship travels in the universe?  

 Sometimes it is not possible to discern whether something is real as 

described in the Bible, or a metaphor, or both. For some things, we can 

only wait and see. The presence of the tree and river raise more questions 

than answers at this time; some we will not know until we are there.  

 

 
 

Let me take a minute to talk about another tree in relation to this great 

ship. In Genesis 2, we read that God created a Garden in a place called 

Eden. In the middle were two trees: the Tree of Life and the Tree of the 

Knowledge of Good and Evil. When God placed Adam in the Garden of 

Eden (before Eve was created), he told Adam he could eat of any trees in 

the Garden but to not touch or eat of the Tree of the Knowledge of Good 

and Evil (Gen 2:15-17).  

 Now we read that the Tree of Life is on the New Jerusalem, but there 

is no mention of the Tree of Knowledge, that other tree in the Garden.  
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What does this mean?  

 God designed the great ship for us, presented as a type of benefit for 

humans who lived on Earth, who once bore the curse of Adam and Eve’s 

disobedience (original sin). “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through 

one man (Adam), and death through sin, and in this way death came to all 

people, because all sinned” (Romans 5:12).  

 Humans who live on the ship have already learned the difference 

between good and evil: They were born, lived, and died under the curse 

of Adam, but were able to gain admission by choosing Jesus Christ 

(Romans 5:15). I know this is a little simplistic, but overall a true 

statement. So that other tree in the Garden—the Tree of the Knowledge of 

Good and Evil—served its purpose in the Garden long ago and is not 

needed on the ship.  

 We read that humans while living on Earth are “a little lower than the 

angels” (Heb 2:7-9), as exemplified by the life of Jesus. However, in 1 Cor 

6:3, Paul tells us we will judge the angels. I wonder if our knowledge and 

experience of good and evil means we will be a slightly greater race—

relatively speaking, post-resurrection. Does it mean that our difference, 

having lived under the curse, is somehow valuable to God—his goals and 

purposes—in the future?  
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NEW JERUSALEM’S COMPOSITION 

 

What exactly is God’s starship made of? John tells us.  

 “It shone with the glory of God, and its brilliance was like that of a very 

precious jewel, like jasper, clear as crystal” (Rev 21:11). 

 

 

JASPER 

 

 God could make the ship out of anything he wanted, and he chose 

something that appeared like jasper. It must be important. I wonder if there 

are peculiar properties in relation to this mineral or gem that would make 

it better suited for the hull and structure of a great ship instead of some 

type of metal: The space industry often uses titanium, aluminum, 

stainless steel, and nickel.  

 Jasper comes in many colors: dark pink to red being most common. 

“Like jasper” is not jasper, while “clear as crystal” suggests another 

gem—diamond.  
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PINK DIAMOND 

 

I am guessing that John did not know about pink diamonds, so he 

described what he saw based on what he knew—the color of jasper but 

clear. If the walls were actually reddish or pink diamond, extremely rare 

and hard, that would make a formidable outer skin for this starship and 

fit John’s description perfectly. The strongest material in the world—at 

this time—just happens to be diamond nanothreads which are stronger 

and stiffer than any other known substance (Naifei Zhan, et al. “From Brittle to 

Ductile: A Structure Dependent Ductility of Diamond Nanothread,” arXiv - Cornell University 

Library (Nov 2015): http://arxiv.org/ftp/arxiv/papers/1511/1511.01583.pdf). 

 

 Imagine a wall two hundred feet thick composed of pink diamond 

nanothread-like material. This wall would be able to withstand the heat 

and radiation of outer space, and the pressures exerted on it from the 

interior artificial gravity systems and exterior force fields. In fact, with 

this nanotech substance, the outer walls and interior levels or floors 

would actually be a seamless structure.  
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 When traveling in deep space, geomagnetic storms, solar energetic 

particles, and galactic cosmic radiation deal a continuous dose of 

radiation to people riding on a spaceship and can cause sickness and 

eventually death. I find it interesting that diamond nanothread walls 

filled with hydrogen, boron and nitrogen gases would better protect 

living things inside from these cosmic rays than a typical metal wall  

(Sheila A. Thibeault, et al. “Radiation Shielding Materials Containing Hydrogen, Boron, and 

Nitrogen: Systematic Computational and Experimental,” NAIC Presentation v8b (March 

2012): http://www.nasa.gov/pdf/638828main_Thibeault_Presentation.pdf.) 

 

 Because of the nature of nanothreads, the diamond wall might also 

have healing properties, capable of self-sealing after a meteor impact. The 

“wound” would recover from the damage, because technicians could 

realign the nanothreads to repair or replace damaged sections. The 

nanothreads might even have that capability built in—self-healing.  

(John Ira Petty, page editor, “The Right Stuff for Super Spaceships” (16 September 2002): 

http://www.nasa.gov/vision/space/gettingtospace/16sep_rightstuff.html). 

 

 The ship’s skin would always look new; something I think God would 

prefer. 

 The Bible describes twelve primary gates, but the manipulation of the 

nanothreads would enable hatches and ports in the skin to open and 

close so people and ships could enter and exit at different points all along 

the walls, ceilings, and floors. Typical ship construction would include 

passageways, pipes, tubes, conduits, vents, ducting, hatches, and gates. 

The nanothreads could easily create these in the floors and walls. In other 

words, parts of the walls, floors and ceilings would become hollow 

piping and passages as determined by ship needs.  

 A diamond skin would also make the ship lighter than any other 

metallic materials—one hundred plus times the strength of steel at a 

fraction of the weight. So although the great spaceship is 1,380 miles 

square, the angel tells John the outer wall needs to be only 144 cubits or 
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208 feet thick (63.4 meters), probably because of the diamond structure, 

composition, and construction. Simply amazing. 

 

STARSHIP INTERIOR 

 

Foundations 

 “The wall of the city had twelve foundations...” (Rev 21:14).  

 The Greek word used for foundations is themelios, which literally 

means a thing laid down, associated with foundation, base, groundwork, 

infrastructure.  

 For example, Paul tells Timothy: “...if I am delayed, you will know how 

people ought to conduct themselves in God’s household, which is the church of 

the living God, the pillar and foundation of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:15, also 2 

Timothy 2:19).  

 Foundational. Basic. Supporting. The foundations are levels in the city 

of New Jerusalem, because they are supporting infrastructure. We might 

think of them better as floors, while sailors on this great ship will call 

them decks.  

 Someone suggested that if John wanted to use the word floors, he 

could have. The problem is the size. If it were a building, floors would be 

appropriate. However, we are talking about an object as large as a small 

planet. Each level could support steaming jungles, dark forests, tranquil 

seas, vast prairie and desert landscapes, and even immense mountain 

ranges.  

 We do not know how thick each level is. I would not assume they are 

only two hundred feet thick like the outer walls, but that would be a 

place to start, providing an overall continuity and style. But God could 

strategically place support pillars between the floors: Perhaps a few 

under a mountain range on the level above.  

 These massive columns could be multi-use structures. Column 

interior ducting and elevators would transport water, power, and 
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supplies. How would you like to have an apartment in a column with a 

balcony at the one-mile level, overlooking a vast green belt of verdant 

forests, meadows, and ponds?  

 Here is another clue that the outer hull of the ship is diamond. John 

does not mention this invaluable gem in the foundation levels—rare and 

highly prized during the time of the Roman empire. He doesn’t mention 

it, because diamond is the primary structure of the hull.  

 “The first foundation was JASPER (shades of pink to red), the second 

SAPPHIRE (many colors, but light to dark blue most common), the third 

CHALCEDONY (milky white or blue to light gray), the fourth EMERALD 

(a type of beryl - light green), the fifth SARDONYX (variety of chalcedony 

- red brown, often with white stripes), the sixth CARNELIAN (dark orange 

to red), the seventh CHRYSOLITE (also known as peridot - yellow green to 

green), the eighth BERYL (aka. aquamarine - blue green), the ninth TOPAZ 

(comes in a variety of colors, but topaz from the Middle East is light blue 

and sparkles like water), the tenth CHRYSOPRASE (grass green), the 

eleventh JACINTH (aka. hyacinth - blue violet), and the twelfth AMETHYST 

(blue or mauve to purple)” (Rev 21:19-20).  

 Diamond nanothreads, sapphire nanothreads—perhaps they are all 

the same to God. In this passage, John does not say the first foundation is 

like jasper, this time he says it is jasper. In the first century, people 

identified gems and stones by color, so a red gem could be garnet, jasper, 

or ruby, depending on who was describing the piece.  

 However, John is quite specific, describing stones he seems to be 

familiar with, or identified with the angel’s coaching. Is John’s 

description of these gems the same as what we know today? I am 

thinking of the difference in the Roman mile and English statute mile. We 

can only guess at the true colors John viewed, and most of the gems 

above come in a wide variety.  
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 While in Thunder Bay, Ontario, Canada, I was able to dig for 

amethyst at a mine. In just the one rock, there were colors ranging from 

crystal clear to deep blue black, with every shade of blue and purple in 

between.  

 We cannot know the exact colors John saw, although we recognize the 

most popular versions. What I do know is that these luminous 

foundations will be amazing and beautiful: a rainbow of colors reflecting 

light and dazzling our eyes.  
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Color-coded Levels of the New Jerusalem 

 

What do you notice first about the lines in this primitive image I made of 

the New Jerusalem? The floor or base of the cube is pinkish to red Jasper, 

which I believe signifies the shed blood of the Lamb. All levels rise above 

this literal and symbolic foundation.  

 Right in the middle, a line stands out—the sixth level, an orange to 

red color—carnelian. Carnelian comes from the Latin carnis for flesh. “The 

Word (Jesus) became flesh and lived for a while among us” (John 1:14). The 

number six is the number of humans, with biblical references. For 

example, God created Adam on the sixth day. Whatever else is going on, 

I suspect that this level represents humankind as resurrected saints. This 

level might be the primary living space for the people of Earth.  

 The top level is bluish purple amethyst—the color of royalty. Could it 

be that this is the actual location of God’s throne with the streets of gold 

and the river and tree of life? All levels rest under this one, literally and 

symbolically.  
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 I am guessing that the amethyst foundation will be for the Apostle 

John (Rev 21:19—an Apostle represents each level), because the jasper 

level will be reserved for the Apostle Peter, who had a foundational name 

and calling. “And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock (foundation) I will 

build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it” (Matthew 

16:18, English Standard Version, ESV). 

 The carnelian level fits exactly in between the blood of the Sacrificial 

Lamb and the Risen Lamb—between the red and purple, while taking on 

reddish tones itself. A symbol of both humble subjection to our LORD, 

covered in the blood of the Lamb, and our place—centered in the scheme 

of all things—perhaps central to God’s plans and purposes for the 

universe. 

 Wax does not stick to carnelian, so leaders used it in signet rings for 

sealing letters and as a symbol of a ruler’s authority and unchangeable 

decrees. Skilled artists would carve the leader’s likeness or symbol into 

the gem then mount it in a ring.  

 

 

Ancient Christian Signet Ring with Lamb 

 

 In the book of Daniel, King Darius and his nobles sealed the lion’s den 

with their signet rings (Daniel 6:17). Queen Jezebel sealed and sent letters 

in King Ahab’s name to the elders and leaders of Jezreel, so Naboth’s 
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vineyard could be stolen from him and turned into a royal vegetable 

garden (1 Kings 21:1-14).  

 Then we come to Zerubbabel, grandson of King Jehoiachin. In the 

book of Jeremiah, God said, “...if you, Jehoiachin—were a signet ring on my 

right hand, I would still pull you off” (Jeremiah 22:24-27). God is 

disappointed in King Jehoiachin, but later sees something special in his 

grandson.  

 In the writings of the prophet Haggai, God said, “Tell Zerubbabel 

governor of Judah that I will shake the heavens and the earth—On that day,’ 

declares the LORD Almighty, ‘I will take you, my servant Zerubbabel son of 

Shealtiel,’ declares the LORD, ‘and I will make you like my signet ring, for I 

have chosen you,’ declares the LORD Almighty” (Haggai 2:21-23).  

 My Servant is a reference to the Messiah (Isaiah 42:1-13, 52:13; 

Matthew 12:18). We read in Zechariah, a prophet from the same time 

period as Haggai, that Zerubbabel the governor and Joshua the high 

priest, “...are men symbolic of things to come: I am going to bring my servant, 

the branch who is  Jesus Christ—see also Isaiah 11:1; Jeremiah 23:5-6), 

“...and I will remove the sin of this land in a single day” (reference to the 

crucifixion—Zechariah 3:8-9).  

 I think the Apostle Paul must have been thinking of the signet ring 

mentioned by the prophet Zechariah, when he wrote this: “Now it is God 

who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his seal of 

ownership on us [with his signet ring], and put his Spirit in our hearts as a 

deposit, guaranteeing what is to come” (2 Cor 1:21-22).  

 

Seal and Ownership.  

 I can imagine a special and unique ring on God’s finger in the likeness 

of the Lamb, dipped in his sacrificial blood, the seal then pressed upon 

our hearts. Therefore, it is most appropriate that the carnelian foundation 

represents us.  
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GOLD 

 

“The wall was made of jasper, and the city of pure gold, as pure as glass” (Rev 

21:18). “The street of the city was of pure gold, like transparent glass” (Rev 

21:21).  

 In John’s description, gold seems to be everywhere, especially in the 

streets, pure and transparent as glass. While the walls and foundations 

were constructed of different gems, pure transparent gold covers the 

floors and perhaps other things.  

 When John says the gold is pure, he means 24-karat with no alloys 

mixed in such as copper, silver, or platinum. Even raw gold is not often 

that pure. Jewelry makers use alloys to make the gold harder and more 

durable for wear. For example, 18-karat gold is 25 percent copper. The 

angel must have told John this gold was 100 percent pure.  

 

TRANSPARENT GOLD 

 

Am I the only one who finds it incredible that John is describing 

transparent gold in the first century? I cannot say John was the first 

science fiction writer, because the Book of Revelation is not fiction. Would 

that genre be science prophecy?  

 Making transparent gold is an involved process first developed 

around 1922. To obtain a gold film 1/798,000 of an inch thick—10,500 

times thinner than a sheet of paper, gold is placed on a thin copper plate 

in an electric bath which causes it to spread out evenly. To separate the 

gold, the copper plate is immersed in nitric acid, which dissolves the 

copper and leaves the thin sheet of gold floating on the surface. I am 

thinking God does not have to go through all of this to make transparent 

gold.  

 We have looked at diamond nanotechnology for the walls and 

foundations, so would you be surprised to learn that scientists have 
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developed gold nanomesh—transparent and stretchable. If there is a lot of 

foot traffic around the throne of God, I think a surface that gives a little 

might make a better floor covering in the New Jerusalem. 

 

 
NASA Space Suit Helmet Visor 

 

BENEFITS OF TRANSPARENT GOLD 

 

First, gold does not tarnish. Second, gold is heavy—in a starship where 

mass, inertia, and gravity are constant concerns, thinner gold is better. 

Third, gold is also a great reflector of light, heat, and radiation, which is 

why the space industry uses transparent gold for the space helmet visor; 

Yes, you can see through it. Fourth, with hints of red, gold is dazzling 

and beautiful.  

 For the New Jerusalem, gold has practical applications and 

theological significance, representing faith, the unchangeableness of God, 

and the purity of grace, while hints of red point to the redeeming work of 

the Lamb on the cross.  
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 Gold is the “asphalt” of choice in heaven, because it does not tarnish 

or require maintenance like other metals and materials. If in a nanomesh 

type of configuration, the floor may even have healing properties like the 

outer diamond nanotech skin and foundations of the ship. This is 

important because a single ounce of gold can be made so thin it covers 

300 square meters.  

 Imagine the bluish-purple amethyst floor of the Royal Throne level, a 

dazzling blue with shades of purple reflected throughout. Standing on 

that floor would be like walking on a great sea of water, as you look 

down into the sparkling depths. Now apply a microscopically thin 

covering of gold and witness the subtle color shift to a pale green. 

Breathtaking. Preeminent.  

 “Also before the throne there was what looked like a sea of glass, clear as 

crystal” (Rev 4:6). There you go.  

 The periodic chart symbol for gold is AU, from the Latin name for 

gold, aurum, which means Glow of Sunrise. Isn’t that an appropriate name 

for the floor covering before the Throne of God? Jesus said he was the 

Bright and Morning Star (Rev 22:16), which would mean he is also the 

First Glow of Sunrise. Moreover, we are supposed to walk on it: Another 

reason why we have to take off our shoes, if we wear them at all.  

 God told Moses, “Take off your sandals, for the place where you are 

standing is holy ground” (Exodus 3:5; Joshua 5:15). The sea of glass before 

the Throne of God will certainly be holy ground.  

 

BRIGHT AND MORNING STAR 

 

Jupiter, Venus, and Mars are our bright morning “stars” when their 

orbits place them on the horizon at the right time. However, our sun is 

the brightest true star rising in the east, which brings warmth, 

nourishment, and blessing while driving the darkness away—Peter 

understood this.  
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 “We also have the message of the prophets, which has been confirmed beyond 

doubt. And you will do well to pay attention to this message, as to a Lamp 

shining in a dark place, until the Day Dawns and the Morning Star rises in 

your hearts” (2 Peter 1:19, Berean Study Bible).  

 Do not be confused. With this talk of foundations and levels, John is 

not describing a city within the cube, but the cube itself. Revelation 21:22 

tells us that there is no need for a great building in the cube “...because the 

LORD God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple.” Then what is it people see, 

who experience near-death experiences, who go to heaven for a short 

time and describe a real city with pearly gates?  

 I believe many of these people who died visited the spiritual place we 

call heaven and saw a city with a wall and gates of pearl. But they were 

not describing a spaceship. Heaven is a separate place and dimension 

where God dwells. Apparently, God has modeled and configured the 

New Jerusalem after the system and structure in heaven, which does not 

surprise me, since in the future, God moves from his heavenly abode to 

the starship. 

 The Bible has described this idea before—something modeled after 

heaven. Speaking of the tabernacle Moses built in the wilderness (Exodus 

35), the author of Hebrews wrote, “They (the priests and Levites) serve at a 

sanctuary that is a copy and shadow of what is in heaven (the tabernacle 

design and contents). This is why Moses was warned when he was about to 

build the tabernacle: ‘See to it that you make everything according to the pattern 

shown you on the mountain’” (Hebrews 8:5, referring to Exodus 25:40). 

 

TYPES AND SHADOWS 

 

Like the Tabernacle, the New Jerusalem design is based on similar, or the 

same objects and ideas, found in the spiritual place we know as heaven.  
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 Have you heard of solar tube lighting? A lens on the roof captures 

sunlight from different directions and sends it down a metal tube of 

highly reflective material.  

 

 

 

 The natural light brightens dark rooms in the house, reducing the 

need for electricity without adding heat. Efficient. Easy. In like manner, I 

can imagine the Light of God emanating from the top level—the Throne 

Room. This Light moves through the diamond nanothread walls into the 

gem foundations, so that Light pours into every corner of every level 

while also causing the outside of the New Jerusalem to glow brightly.  

 “The city (New Jerusalem) does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, 

for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is its Lamp. The nations will 

walk by its light...” (Rev 21:23-24). 
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The nations will walk by its light? 

 As this great crystal ship moves into orbit, it will glow, but not by 

reflecting sunlight and moonlight. The New Jerusalem will be a light 

source, illuminating the earth during the night, because the walls are 

relatively thin and clear as crystal, allowing God’s Light to flow outward. 

The city’s brilliance will rival our sun during the day without generating 

additional heat to the planet’s surface. A truly Bright and Morning star, 

whose Light the nations will literally walk in—figuratively and literally.  

 

 
 

 Looking up to see the New Jerusalem reminds me of Moses and the 

children of Israel during their forty-year march through the wilderness. 

They could look up at the cloud. "By day the LORD went ahead of them in a 

pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give 

them light, so that they could travel by day or night. Neither the pillar of cloud 

by day nor the pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the people" (Exodus 

13:21-22).  

 We get up early, before sunrise, and go outside. The morning stars 

shine brightly in the starry black expanse. In the east, we see a colorful 

flash. The New Jerusalem’s light shoots through the high wispy clouds so 

that rainbow rays shoot across our sky. The great ship rises slowly above 

the horizon, and we stop what we are doing to watch, intently, in awe. 
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Smiling. The sky begins to brighten, throwing yellow, orange and red 

glows on the clouds all around us—spreading, reaching. But wait! The 

New Jerusalem glow is causing this wonderful display, because the sun 

will not rise for another hour!  

 “The sun will no more be your light by day, nor will the brightness of the 

moon shine on you, for the LORD will be your everlasting Light, and your God 

will be your glory” (Isaiah 60:19).  

 

PEARLS 

 

John describes twelve gates—three on each side of the cube—made of a 

single great pearl with at least one angel guard posted nearby.  

 For centuries, many cultures have used pearls to treat infertility and 

issues related to the eye, heart, liver, digestive tract, skin, and muscle. 

Some believe wearing pearls has a calming effect and balance our 

biometrics and good will. Pearls bring lots of symbolism. 

 

Why pearl gates?  

Probably because the city walls in heaven have gates of pearl. Of all the 

elements described that make up the New Jerusalem, the pearl gate 

comes from a living creature in layers of beauty, purity, and iridescence. 

Unlike rock and mineral gems, God fabricates the organic pearl which 

does not need to be carved or polished to improve the appearance. The 

pearl gates would be unique in all respects and in the entire universe. 

Only God can create them. 

 Did you ever wonder what God might consider the most beautiful 

inanimate object he ever created? Certainly, the pink diamond would top 

the list, but it has to be cut and polished to reveal the hidden beauty. 

Instead, the perfectly round pearl might be his favorite based on what we 

discover in the Bible.  
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 When he calls to us, “Come and share your master’s happiness!” (Matt 

25:21), we must pass through an iridescent gem, a pearl—the city gate in 

heaven or, in the future, the port opening into the New Jerusalem—a 

pearl of unimaginable great price, rarity, and beauty (Matt 13:45-46). A 

symbol of our transformation derived from a living thing, yet with 

allusions to baptism, resurrection, and grace.  

 From a grain of sand, the oyster creates a pearl by covering the irritant 

in layers of itself: a substance called nacre (pronounced nā ker). Does God 

create a pearl by covering the irritant called sin with layers of him self—

grace, blood, and love?—an appropriate entryway into his presence. One 

we can only enter by accepting the transforming action of his grace, 

blood, and love in our lives (Romans 12:1-2). Pearl of great price, indeed.  

 

 

ARC DE TRIOMPHE 
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GATES WITH NO DOORS 

 

Let me explain something before we go on. I struggled with this gate 

configuration for a long time until I discovered an idea sitting right in 

front of me. Yes, the gate is made of pearl, but there are no doors.  

 The Apostle John, speaking of the spaceship, wrote: “On no day will its 

gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there” (Rev 21:25).  

 Imagine something like the Arc de Triomphe in Paris, created as a 

single tremendous pearl, mounted on the side of the New Jerusalem 

spaceship’s outer wall-hull—a pearl gate portal without gate doors. The 

whole gate would be 208 feet deep from outside to inside, and force fields 

would control the openings—outside and inside. That is probably why 

an angel is dedicated to each gate: a Pearl Gate Engineer.  

 

A force field?  

If God can create artificial gravity on the inside, don’t you think he could 

create localized force fields on the outside? People would arrive in a ship 

and simply pass through the gate entrance—with the angel’s permission, 

of course (Rev 21:27), then travel down the passageway to the inside.  

 The gates would be immense. If a wall 1,380 miles high and wide 

staggers your imagination, would you be perplexed if I suggested that 

each pearl gate opening was only twelve miles high and twelve miles 

wide? From a distance, these great gates would still appear as mere dots 

on the side of the ship.  

 

Twelve miles wide gates?  

 You will notice in the Bible that the number twelve (and variables 3, 

72, 144) has special meaning to God: twelve gates, twelve foundations, 

twelve tribes of Israel, twelve apostles, the walls at 144 cubits (12x12), the 

city size 12,000 furlongs, and more, appearing 187 times—twenty-two 

“twelves” just in the book of Revelation.  
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There are twelve levels and twelve gates.  

Where would the gate locations be? Originally, I thought it would be 

simple—one through three on the north side, four through six on the 

west, etc. But while studying nacre, I saw an image of the nautilus and 

the idea of a spiral gate formation came to mind. I can imagine Gate 1 on 

the north side, at the top. Then move right to the next side and down one 

level for Gate 2, then right and down a level for Gate 3, and so on, 

spiraling around the cube with Gate 12 on the bottom. So gates one, five, 

and nine would be on the north facing side.  

 Every version I made of the pearl gate looked like a button, because I 

started with a round pearl which is the most difficult to create in 

nature—and the most valuable. Pearls come in every possible shape and 

color. I thought the pearl gate would be uniform and simple—round. 

We’ll see.  

 The gates are named after the tribes of Israel. I wonder if the Judah 

Gate will give us entrance to the Royal Throne level at the top (Rev 

21:12), since Jesus is called the Lion of Judah and is from that tribe: 

“Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed” (Rev 

5:5). However laid out, your travels or final destination inside the New 

Jerusalem will probably determine which gate you use.  

 

So I believe all of this is real, even if the size, nature, and purpose of these 

objects can scarcely be imagined, or understood. John, a fisherman turned 

disciple of the first century, did his best to describe his vision for us and 

honestly wrote down everything he saw no matter how fantastic. But 

why is the spaceship so big? That would depend on its purpose, 

wouldn’t it? 
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SCOPE AND PURPOSE 

 

Many authors have written books and movies about space travel. The 

dangers and wonders generate series like Star Wars and Star Trek. We 

cannot get enough; well, some of us can’t. The scale of the New Jerusalem 

is incredible and few stories have anything like it.  

 The nature of science fiction is based on our imagination reaching into 

realms we are often unfamiliar with. If the story has talking animals, we 

call it fantasy. But if the engines come on and move the ship into the void 

of space, the technology of the fictional work determines the genre and 

we call it science fiction. Something like that is happening in the Book of 

Revelation.  

 The angel showed John the future, then John wrote down what he 

saw, revealing his vision—a revelation. Not from his imagination, but as 

events unfolded, often with explanations from his angel guide. The 

events he describes are not always in order, either as envisioned, or later 

in the way he wrote the scenes. Whatever is happening in the telling of 

this End Times apocalyptic story, when he is all done, a great starship is 

sitting in orbit above Earth. Therefore, I feel compelled to speculate on its 

potential purposes.  

 

GENERATIONAL STARSHIP 

 

Is the New Jerusalem a multi-generational starship for traveling great 

distances across the Milky Way, and perhaps to other galaxies around the 

universe? If the ship cannot travel faster than the speed of light due to 

relativistic constraints (reference Einstein’s speed of light travel 

limitations), generations would come and go over thousands of years on 

a galactic journey to other stars and habitable planets. Generations of 

people would learn to call the great ship home. 
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Immunology 

 One reason for the many levels could be to keep our immune systems 

intact, so we could survive an alien planet’s microbial defense systems. 

Do you remember the movie War of the Worlds, and how Earth’s bacteria 

killed off the Martian invaders? If we are seeding other planets, the 

population would need to remain healthy, vigorous, and growing. The 

Tree of Life would keep people healthy (and immortal), but probably not 

if they disembarked to colonize other planets.  

 

Continuity 

 One group could continue to pilot the ship, while others became 

colonists. Perhaps each new generation would take control of the ship, 

while the previous group gave up that chore to colonize the planet. A few 

people would remain as the core base of knowledge and skill—perhaps 

the ship’s Captain and select volunteer crew.  

 However, if the passengers are immortal, that raises a completely new 

set of questions. I assume the immortal passengers would have children. 

Jesus does say that in heaven people do not marry like on earth (Matt 

22:30); but I do not think that applies to a spaceship, especially if 

colonization is the goal. So would people have kids? Would we reunite 

with our earthly spouse, or would another system prevail as described by 

Jesus? I mean, what if you were in an abusive relationship on Earth? 

Would the children borne of resurrected parents, automatically have the 

same characteristics and abilities?—the ability to appear and disappear, 

fly, immortality? Would parents need to discipline their children? Would 

their teenagers be like teenagers on Earth?  

 

Logistics 

 Would God provide for all necessary logistical and material concerns? 

For a season, I was the Logistics Officer in an army battalion. I loved that 

job, especially the complex challenges associated with moving the 
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battalion—people and equipment—from the United States to Germany 

for a REFORGER (Return of Forces to Europe) exercise. Transportation, 

fuel, lodging, waste, water, and food at each stage of the movement 

tested my multi-tasking mind and staff.  

 However, as I studied the New Jerusalem, I realized that many of my 

concerns for regular human activities might not apply here. What would 

God provide? God has the habit of providing the basic substance—seeds, 

soil, air, water—while we do the work of planting, nurturing, and 

harvesting. Would sections of the New Jerusalem be set aside for 

agriculture and farming, and water capture, transport, treatment, and 

recycling?  

 

Wine with cheese and crackers 

 “On this mountain the Lord Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all 

peoples, a banquet of aged wine—the best of meats and the finest of wines” 

(Isaiah 25:6).  

 I think God appreciates a fine aged wine and a well-cooked rib eye 

steak. But while the feasting referenced here might take place on Mount 

Zion, I wonder if we will have similar food choices on the New 

Jerusalem. Would we keep vineyards? Vineyards would require the 

infrastructure for processing the grapes into wine, and then bottling and 

transportation.  

 And what about meat? It seems that Adam and Eve were vegetarians, 

because we read that after the Fall, God provided them with skins for 

clothing, and the animal sacrifice system started outside the Garden. So 

would the spaceship passengers harken to the earlier age of Garden 

innocence and be vegetarians? If vegetarians, would we still keep herds 

to produce milk products? Or chickens for eggs? I find it hard to imagine 

a lemon meringue pie without the meringue. Then we have the poor 

Scots. What will they do if they can’t get haggis; a pudding made of 

sheep’s heart, liver, and lungs? Poor lads.  
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 Nevertheless, despite our favorite foods and drinks on this planet, we 

will be satisfied and pleased with whatever God provides on the 

spaceship.  

 

Waste 

 We read that Jesus provides a feast in heaven. “Then he said to me, 

‘Write, Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb’” 

(Rev 18:9).  

 Do people in resurrected bodies defecate? Perhaps heavenly food is 

spiritual. Taste, smell, and texture are present, the sensation of chewing 

and swallowing, but nothing actually rests in the stomach. You drink an 

aged wine, but drunkenness is not possible. You eat all night, but you are 

not full.  

 I do not think this will be the case on the New Jerusalem. This ship is 

real, in the physical universe, and it will have a real infrastructure. We 

will be there with real bodies that require real food, sleep, and 

elimination options—defecation. Would we use a type of toilet and toilet 

paper? Some ship passengers—resurrected people—will not have had the 

experience of a modern toilet or toilet paper. Or even coffee, for that 

matter—ouch.  

 I would imagine that a standardized ship-wide system of waste 

management would be in effect. Perhaps angel guides will show us how 

to live on the ship, if these systems are in place when we arrive. I mean, 

the ship is futuristic and the waste system will probably be just as 

sophisticated with recycling options we can’t imagine.  
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Transportation and Farming 

 Have you ever had flying dreams? I have. Many.  

 In my dreams, I often fly in a seated position with my feet facing 

forward. Probably looks odd, but landing is certainly more natural.  

 I can imagine everyone flying, but we would need other 

transportation options: a fleet of ground vehicles for farming, smaller 

anti-gravity shuttles, and ships for traveling from Earth to the Cube and 

back. Imagine a fleet of smaller crystalline cube-shaped craft for interior 

and exterior travel.  

 I cannot imagine vehicles using fossil fuels—gasoline, diesel, and oil. 

Fossil fuel oil and gas is harvested from the earth then processed and 

refined into different products. Some other method of propulsion must 

be at work with vehicles in the ship. If the technology is in place for anti-

gravity lifting and hovering, it could be used for movement also. So even 

if the farmer’s field was plowed with something like a beam of light, the 

seeds need to be planted, the crop harvested, then sent somewhere for 

processing.  

 But here I am—anxious about commercial farming.  

 I do not think Adam and Eve worried about commercial farming in 

the Garden. So perhaps God will scatter the necessary seeds for food and 

we will graze at our leisure. We’ll gather at a patch of corn growing on 

the east wall of level seven. Then as the mood strikes us, we’ll wander 

over to where the grapes grow wild near the corn, along with miles of 

soybeans and trees of tea. Grazing sounds idyllic, if we are concerned 

about food at all. But if you want a cup of hot chocolate, an involved 

process unfolds in front of you. Perhaps we just need to imagine what we 

want, and it appears—a spiritual food synthesizer. “Eight ounce coffee, 

Ethiopian Sumatran blend, 170 degrees.” Sounds like a Starbucks order on 

the starship Enterprise.  
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Maintenance 

 Things break. Equipment wears down. Normal for machinery. Over a 

million years of continuous use, even ceramic parts and a self-healing 

ship’s skin might need servicing. What maintenance tasks and 

responsibilities would the residents have in relation to an intergalactic 

journey? How would tasks and assignments be set? Would we all rotate 

through various jobs and responsibilities? How would a growing 

population challenge food production, waste disposal, or systems for air 

handling, water, and recycling? In time, we could probably have a 

Dirtiest Jobs episode on the ship.  

 Repairs—inside and outside—create their own challenges. Do angels 

need special equipment to work in the vacuum of space? Would we need 

special equipment to work outside in our new immortal bodies? I mean, 

do the laws of physics apply to humans in their immortal, resurrection 

form? If we can fly, and appear and disappear like Jesus, perhaps the 

laws of physics do not apply—or not entirely. I wonder if we will have to 

physically turn a wrench to tighten a bolt or just “will it” to happen. We 

might say, “Be tight,” and the nut on the bolt is perfectly tight. If 

something needs tightening, would I use my mind to do it or bring along 

a tool bag with a Craftsman crescent wrench inside?  

 

Composition 

 A ship this large could have multiple ecosystems with some levels set 

aside just for food production, another for grasslands, another for seas, 

and the creatures that thrive in each. If gravity is manipulated and 

controlled, one whole level could be a giant fish tank—aquarium. With 

artificial gravity, seas and ponds could be on the floor of a level—the 

traditional location, but also along the walls. I can imagine great bubbles 

wobbling around in the sky, merging, breaking apart, floating endlessly, 

each with populations of fish and sea creatures. That would take farm 

fishing—aqua fishing or pisciculture—to a completely new level.  
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 Wouldn’t it be fun to swim in a great bubble with fish? I skin dive. 

Swimming with dolphins in a bubble, shooting out into the sky, flying 

around the frothy blob of water, or jumping from bubble to bubble, then 

diving back in would be an endless joy. Something like that happened in 

the third Star Wars movie: Revenge of the Sith.  

 

 
 

Deliberation (something to consider or reflection)  

 The problem with all of these questions is that God could just make 

things we need, and make things happen: He is God after all. But that 

idea flies in the face of our obvious presence, and our intrinsic need to be 

intimately involved. From the beginning, God has always given people 

choices, options, and intimate involvement in his plans. We will be 

involved.  

 

BATTLE CRUISER 

 

Another purpose might be military-related.  

 “That’s no moon, it’s a space station!” Obi-Wan said in Star Wars 

Episode 4: A New Hope.  
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 The first Death Star space station was about 100 miles (160 km) across. 

The second Death Star was supposed to be 560 miles (900 km) in 

diameter—insignificant beside the New Jerusalem. Now you know 

Lando Calrissian flew the Millennium Falcon 280 miles through the 

superstructure to reach the core and then had to escape in time as the 

battle station exploded behind him. He barely made it. 

 For his immense arrogance, opposition to God, and evil actions, Satan 

was cast out of heaven to the earth (Isaiah 14:12; Rev 12:7-9). Heaven and 

the spiritual plane became a battleground with Earth at the epicenter. In 

that light, the cube could be a battle cruiser or a troop carrier in the 

ongoing fight.  

 

What ongoing fight?  

 The universe is a magnificently huge place. Is this the only planet 

where Satan has declared war on God and his creation? Could other 

planets be in conflict?  

 So many angels fell: “His tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and 

flung them to earth” (Rev 12:4, 9). I was in the Army, so I wondered if these 

angels willing accomplices in Satan’s rebellion or were some of them 

swept along by events they had no control over, akin to soldiers 

following the orders of their superiors? If his tail “swept and flung 

them,” would that mean that some were unwilling soldiers of the 

rebellion—collateral damage?  

 Does the word “star” work as a metaphor here or do these angels 

actually represent stars, and by extension, habitable solar systems? I have 

wondered if each angel was a prince of their own star system and planets 

the way Satan is described as the prince of this planet.  

 In John 14:30 Jesus said, “I will not say much more to you, for the prince 

of this world is coming…”  

 “The prince of this world.”  
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 Peculiar phrasing. It almost sounds like he could have said there is a 

prince of this world, and there is a prince of that world, and a prince of 

that other world, and another, and another.  

 Are all of these Star Princes on Earth now? Alternatively, are some 

scattered among the stars and habitable planets of our immense universe 

with populations of people, and perhaps the race of angels, requiring 

intervention and assistance from those already liberated—one planet at a 

time, one solar system at a time? Could this craft be a battle ship for 

warriors combating the fallen angels in other systems and even other 

dimensions?  

 If the enemy also has battle stations, I would want mine to be 

overwhelmingly large and intimidating; the conspicuous presence of 

which would bring unconditional surrender as it entered the star system. 

The New Jerusalem would certainly be that.  

 I am not suggesting that Jesus (through the incarnation) would need 

to live and die on multiple planets as he did here. Satan seems to be the 

main antagonist in this story and needed to be dealt with directly, as the 

chief or general of the overall uprising.  

 

Contradictions 

But I cannot imagine the New Jerusalem bristling with weapons. New 

Jerusalem means New City of Peace. While Jesus is referred to as the Prince 

of Peace (Isa 9:6), he is also the one who leads the armies of heaven to 

Earth (Rev 19:14). Armies—plural. Is this a contradiction? Because he is 

omniscient, God knows when to use military force and when not. At 

times, he even deplores the use of weapons.  

 “Some trust in chariots and some in horses, but we trust in the Name of the 

LORD our God” (Psalm 20:7), and this spoken by the premier warrior of 

his time, David.  

 We might use things like chariots and we might ride creatures like 

horses, but how and when we go to battle is based on our faith and trust 
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in God. The idea is that our true strength is not in these or any other war 

machines, but in God. And he has a plan and purpose for us and the New 

Jerusalem.  

 David understood something about the LORD, and fighting and 

trusting, and giving God all the credit. Although a short, audacious, 

teenager, he killed a lion and bear who had stolen his sheep. Killing 

predators is one thing: going after hungry beasts with the prize in their 

mouths is quite another.  

 Although a strong young man, he also understood—at an intimate 

level—that it was God who gave him those victories. “Then David said to 

the Philistine, (Goliath) ‘You come to me with a sword, a spear, and a javelin, 

but I come to you in the Name of the LORD of Hosts, the God of the Armies of 

Israel, whom you have taunted’” (1 Samuel 17:45). 

 God spoke of this himself: “Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help 

and rely on horses, and trust in chariots because they are many and in horsemen 

because they are very strong, but they do not look to the Holy One of Israel, nor 

seek the LORD!” (Isaiah 31:1).  

 

Why is this true?  

 Because whether now or in the future, our ultimate success comes 

when we trust in God, especially against fearful odds. And yet, we boast 

in our pride, and brag about our influence, power, and smarts. We train 

for war. We are warriors. Children of fighters. We imagine that we can 

defeat any enemy—problem, dispute, competitor, obstacle, illness, pain—

with our own strength. We shout, “I am the captain of my fate! Look at 

my wonderful success! What has God have to do with anything?” I have 

been guilty of this at times. More often than I would like to admit.  

 “I will punish the king of Assyria for the willful pride of his heart and the 

haughty look in his eyes. For he says, ‘By the strength of my hand I have done 

this, and by my wisdom, because I have understanding’” (Isaiah 10:12-13). 
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 Where were all of the mighty warriors of Israel when Goliath stepped 

onto the battlefield to taunt them? We read that they were quaking in 

their sandals, safely behind friendly lines. Then a skinny sheepherder boy 

boldly steps forward, throws a single stone, killing the giant. Then he 

cuts off Goliath’s head with the giant’s own sword, probably to be sure 

the giant was really dead. God’s plan all along, and talked about for 

thousands of years afterwards. There are many scriptures that reference 

and describe God’s involvement in fighting (Psalm 33:16-17; Proverb 

21:31; Zech 4:6).  

 Because, once again, it is all about our pride, which God is opposed to 

at a fundamental level. “He (God) does not delight in the strength of the 

horse; He does not take pleasure in the legs of a man. The LORD favors those who 

faithfully respect Him, Those who wait for His loving kindness” (Psalm 147:10-

11, NAS). 

 Speaking of the Church, and how it functions in the world, Paul said, 

“The weapons we fight with are not the weapons of the world. On the contrary, 

they have divine power to demolish strongholds” (2 Cor 10:4, also Ephesians 

6:11-17). 

 We read in Revelation 19 that Jesus, riding a white horse, leads the 

armies of heaven, also riding on white horses; apparently, flying through 

the air down to the earth. Is it possible, however remote, that the delay in 

the return of Jesus is so that the armies of heaven can be rebuilt, 

reconstituted, after the ejection of Satan and a third of the angels? So that 

when the final battle comes, the side of Good has an overwhelming 

numerical advantage. Not just to defeat Satan and his forces, but to also 

then have the power to throw them into the Abyss and keep them there 

for one thousand years (Isaiah 24:21-23; Rev 20:1-2).  

 What weapons do these armies carry? We do not know, but this is no 

pleasure ride. I do not know why we see less technology in reference to 

the heavenly forces: the angels seem to use only swords, and perhaps 

spears, and bows with arrows. I would be quite comfortable riding in a 
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white flying sixty-ton U.S. Army Abrams tank with a 120-millimeter 

smoothbore cannon on the front and coaxially mounted machine gun. 

Just point me in the right direction—tell me the plan, show me where to 

go, define success—and my crew and I will do our part. Those we do not 

shoot will certainly get squashed.  

 So although the starship might have a military purpose and agenda, 

and knowing that the practical and experienced armies of heaven will 

probably be on board, we do not fly into a war zone based on the size of 

our ship, or our strength and past accomplishments. We maneuver and 

fight according to the will of God and his perfect plan for every tactical 

and strategic situation.  

 

Congress of the Universe. 

 Armies may be necessary. However, just the arrival of the great 

starship may be enough to solve any crisis. “Blessed are the peacemakers, for 

they will be called the children of God,” (Matt 5:9).  

 Teddy Roosevelt said, “Walk softly and carry a big stick” (which he 

attributed to a West African proverb). I have also wondered if there 

would be a peacekeeping mission: fits the ship name. Once the universe 

is at peace, the ship would visit planets or be available should a crisis 

develop somewhere. As people spread across the universe, the ship may 

be necessary to ensure a lasting peace and cooperation between worlds, 

races, and species.  

 In that light, the great ship could also serve as the site for a Congress 

of the Universe or Congress Interstellar. People would meet or live there 

and talk about issues of mutual concern like commerce, trade, 

colonization, immigration, communication, transportation, disease 

control, conflict mitigation, and more.  

 If Satan is not stirring up the delegates with pride, arrogance, and 

deception (because he is permanently imprisoned in the Abyss), imagine 

how fruitful and beneficial such a body would be. The hand of 
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compassion would drive debates with mutual trust, hope, and love 

behind all negotiations, settlements, and outcomes.  

 

CRUISE SHIP 

 

Many Christians believe this immense cube-shaped object is a sort of 

everlasting luxury liner for believers, their reward for a life of faith. For 

them the New Jerusalem is another word for heaven. If that is its 

purpose, perhaps it would work as a home base, and the immortal 

believers would live on the ship or on New Earth, as they chose, or by 

assignment.  

 The Bible does not say that the New Jerusalem spaceship is heaven. 

We read, “The ship came down out of heaven” (Rev 21:2). This is an 

important distinction. The concept of the New Jerusalem being heaven 

itself minimizes its significance.  

 Personally, I would not be thrilled to find out that the spaceship or 

even the earth was supposed to be the only future heavenly abode. I 

would feel cheated somehow—short changed. Having said that, the Bible 

says God is transferring his flag—place of residence and operation—from 

the spiritual heaven to the ship for a period of time (Rev 21:3).  

 What exactly is going on? Why does God want to be on this ship—in 

this floating city?  

 “And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, ‘Now the dwelling of God 

is with people, and he will live with them’. They will be his people, and God 

himself will be with them and be their God” (Rev 21:3).  

 The original Greek of this passage reads: “Out of the throne, behold, the 

tabernacle of God is with people, and he will tabernacle with them. They 

shall be his people, and he shall be God with them, their God.”  

 

Let me tell you why this translation matters.  
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 The distinction between dwell and tabernacle is important for the New 

Jerusalem and dwell is a poor translation.  

 The word dwell means God will simply be in the city, residing there, 

like most of us. The other translation brings to mind the Old Testament 

allusion to the Tent of Meeting and the Holy of Holies where God’s 

presence resided (Exodus 40:34-38).  

 Do you remember the previous note about types and shadows? In the 

Tent of Meeting, Moses communed with God: “The LORD would speak to 

Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his friend” (Exodus 33:11).  

 During the forty years in the wilderness, the Israelites looked up at 

the cloud of God’s presence, hovering over the Tabernacle—the Tent of 

Meeting—and knew God was there. Likewise, the people on New Earth 

will look to the heavens and see the New Jerusalem, and know God is 

near.  

 God will tabernacle with us, communing face to face. This reminds 

me of Adam walking with God in the cool of the evening. Everything is 

made right—-even this. The restoration is complete—perfect union, 

perfect communion—profound in its love and simplicity. 

 However, the word tabernacle—a type of tent, brings a sense of the 

temporary. Would this transfer be permanent, or would there be a time 

when God returns to the spiritual realm—true heaven, which will still be 

there, or would he go somewhere else? When would that happen? More 

than a billion trillion years could pass before he changes abode again, but 

use of the word tabernacle leaves me wondering about the timing. It could 

be that after a period of time, even the New Jerusalem might enter the 

spiritual realm, departing this universe, or go somewhere else, an entirely 

new place. Would that signal the end of eternity, the end of this timeline, 

or the beginning of something new, or both?  

 

So the real question is where do I want to be?  
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I want to be where God is, naturally, whether in the spiritual realm or on 

the spaceship in our physical universe. Being in his presence—the 

Essence of Absolute Love—is more important than where that actually 

happens. I want to walk with God in the cool of the evening, and like 

David, talk about what concerns him: “How precious to me are your 

thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of them!” (Psalm 139:17).  

 

ARK 

 

Could the New Jerusalem be an ark, seeding the habitable planets of the 

galaxy, perhaps even the universe? Not just with human life, but with all 

possible forms of life from the land, sea, and sky.  

 God is Creator. That is what he does. Then does God need an ark full 

of creatures? Probably not.  

 So I began to wonder if the ark concept would be a collaborative 

effort. He could take a planet and make it perfectly habitable, creating the 

perfect land and atmosphere, and plants and animals. Our job would be 

to manage the results, like Adam—shepherding and supervising—but on 

a galactic level.  

 Can you imagine if one or more levels of the New Jerusalem were like 

an aquarium, full of ocean life, with great depths and pressures necessary 

for some of the creatures? Another level might be a desert, teaming with 

the animals and insects peculiar to that climate. One whole level might be 

a tropical jungle, where afternoon rain showers nourish plants and 

animals. Another level could represent something like the Pacific 

Northwest with rainforests, a sea with orcas, mountain ranges, and cooler 

temperatures.  

 If not transplanted onto other planets, could the creatures be on the 

ark for our pleasure in oceans, deserts, arctic cold, forests, jungles, 

grasslands, and mountains: a rich diversity of life for the inhabitants to 

enjoy? 
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 But what if the creatures on the ark represent intelligent species on 

other worlds. On one planet the highest form of intelligence might well 

reside in a lion species, or a race of intelligent eagles, or bull-like bovine 

herds: all able to communicate, express love and affection, create works 

of art, worship the Creator, and look to the heavens in wonder.  

 There is a reason I chose these three. They worship God, flying 

around his throne. And the first beast was like a lion, and the second beast like 

a calf, and the third beast had a face as a man, and the fourth beast was like a 

flying eagle, (Rev 4:7). I have wondered if they represent intelligent 

species on other worlds. 

 

 

 

The New Jerusalem ark, of course, reminds me of Noah.  

 Lots of Old Testament events were also allusions to or intimations—

types and shadows—of New Testament events that occurred much later 

(See Heb 8:5, 9:23, 10:1). For example, Abraham attempting to sacrifice 

Isaac on Mount Moriah (Gen 22: The Akedah - The Binding of Isaac) was 
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an allusion to the death of Jesus 2,000 years later on the same mountain, 

then called Golgotha. The Old Testament priestly system and office of the 

High Priest were allusions to events in the New Testament (see Heb 7:26-

28). 

 The story of Noah might also be an Old Testament example of what 

was coming in the far distant future. Jerusalem means City of Peace, and 

the New Jerusalem could be the Ark of Peace, a great city, traveling 

through the galaxies.  

 

STAR LORD 

 

Do you want to be a Star Prince or Star Princess? 

 Jesus said he would give his followers varying degrees of 

responsibility and some would be rulers. Rulers of what? Parts of the 

ship? Colonies? Planets? Solar systems? Galaxies? Would we be the new 

Star Princes and Star Princesses?  

 In the King James Version of the Bible, John 14:2, Jesus tells us, “In my 

Father's house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go 

to prepare a place for you.”  

 The Greek word for mansions, monai, also means rooms, which could 

mean anything from a great castle to a New York apartment.  

 But monai is better translated as lodgings or dwellings. I think Jesus 

wanted to assure us that we would be with him (John 12:26, 14:3). Is Jesus 

referring to habitations in heaven, on New Earth, or on the New 

Jerusalem, or something more fantastic? Hard to imagine, but with a 

starship parked in orbit and a universe to explore, anything is possible. 

So if Jesus is on the ship, and we are supposed to be with him, guess 

where you will be.  

 Before your imagination runs down the road of Star Princes and Star 

Princesses, ruling solar systems, take time to study what God values—

God’s leadership principles. Understand what kind of people God wants 
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as leaders in his organization. The Bible gives us many examples, but 

start with Paul’s letter to Titus: not arrogant, not violent, lover of good, 

self-controlled, holy, and disciplined. See also Paul’s first letter to 

Timothy, chapters 3 and 4; and what Jesus said in Matt 20:25-28 and John 

13:12-17. With God’s help (perhaps only with God’s help), we can 

become people he can really trust and use as future leaders. Simply put, 

in this life, we are in training to serve God and his plans for eternity, by 

serving and helping others. We are not here to see who avoids the most 

hardship and pain, or who pursues and gathers the most money, power, 

possessions, experiences, happiness, or pleasure. That is the world’s view 

of life.  

 Jesus shared a parable about resurrection rewards to his faithful 

followers—Matthew 25:31-46, one of my favorite passages in the Bible, 

and the surprise people felt when chosen. They did not realize that 

helping the hungry, the imprisoned, strangers, the destitute, and the sick 

would be of lasting value to God. But it is. It always is. 

 

Leadership 101 

 Jesus told the parable of three people left in charge of an estate while 

the master was away (Matt 25:14-30). The master returned and told one 

who had increased the value, “Well done, good and faithful servant! You 

have been faithful in a few things; I will put you in charge of many things. Come 

and share your master’s happiness!”  

 I can imagine different people left behind to govern and oversee the 

establishment of colonies and worlds throughout the universe. These 

rulers would probably have instantaneous communication with God and 

the ship, maybe even able to come and go between the planet and ship at 

will. By living on the ark, they would have gained practical knowledge of 

how to manage ecological systems and the various life forms associated 

with each. In that regard, the ark would be a great classroom.  
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LIFEBOAT 

 

Timing is everything.  

 What I mean is that whatever purpose the New Jerusalem might 

have, when it first arrives at Earth, it is only a lifeboat.  

 And that idea also fits with the story of Noah, doesn’t it?  

 Look at how John starts Revelation chapter 21: “Then I saw a new 

heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and first earth had passed away, 

and there was no longer any sea. I saw the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, 

coming down out of heaven from God.”  

 

Why a new Earth?  

 With Satan’s help and a great final war, we ruin the first earth. A final 

war so horrific, that even the oceans are destroyed, “...no longer any sea.” 

However, understanding what is going on can be confusing, because 

there are two great final wars described in the Bible during the end times.  

 WORLD WAR III. The first great conflict culminates in the Valley of 

Armageddon, fifty-five miles north of Jerusalem.  

 WORLD WAR IV. The second battle, the last war that utterly destroys 

the world, concludes in the Valley of Jehoshaphat, just outside the walls 

of Jerusalem between the city and the Mount of Olives on the east side.  

 Isaiah, Ezekiel, Joel, Matthew, Luke and Revelation mention the battle 

in the Valley of Armageddon. Most people are familiar with this battle 

from either the Bible or apocalyptic movies and documentaries. As Jesus 

arrives with the armies of heaven, Satan, the beast, the false prophet and 

their armies are defeated (Rev 19:19-21) and thrown into prison. Then 

Jesus rules the world from Jerusalem and the people experience one 

thousand years of incredible peace.  

 But the Prophet Joel in his short message and John in Revelation also 

speak of another battle, greater than the first, after the thousand-year-

reign of Christ.  
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Why does this last war happen, if Jesus is ruling the world?  

 At the end of the thousand-year reign of Christ, God allows Satan to 

depart or escape the Abyss prison. Satan deceives the people and 

nations—again, prodding and prompting them to destroy Jerusalem. 

Satan’s maniacal rage and need for revenge knows no bounds. He not 

only wants to destroy Jerusalem, he wants Earth to be a smoking cinder 

block when he is done.  

 

And it is.  

 The war that ends in the Valley of Jehoshaphat is so horrendous that 

God describes the scene as a Harvest of the Earth. “Let the nations be 

roused; let them advance into the Valley of Jehoshaphat, for there I will sit to 

judge all nations on every side. Swing the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, 

trample the grapes, for the winepress is full and the vats overflow-so great is 

their wickedness! Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision!” (Joel 3:12-

14).  

 We read in Revelation chapter 20 that Satan puts together a new army 

who surround the city of Jerusalem, “...the city he (God) loves, but fire came 

down from heaven to devour them!” (Rev 20:9).  

 Here we need to go back and find Revelation 14:14-20, a short passage 

often titled in Bibles as The Harvest of the Earth. That section is out of 

sequence with everything else and easy to mistake where and when those 

events take place.  

 In this passage, the sickle also harvests a crop of people described as 

grapes. “The angel swung his sickle on the earth, gathering its grapes and threw 

them into the great winepress of God’s wrath. They were trampled in the 

winepress outside the city, and the blood flowed out of the press, rising as high 

as the horses’ bridles for a distance of 1,600 stadia” (about 180 miles, Rev 

14:19-20).  
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What weapon would reduce all living creatures to liquid, so that blood 

would rise four feet high, flowing from Jerusalem down to the 

Mediterranean Sea?  

 Enter the fluoro-antimonic bomb—also known as a FluBomb. A clear 

liquid acid so toxic it can liquefy glass—one hundred times more 

powerful than sulfuric acid. Despite the corrosiveness, it can be stored in 

simple PTFE—Teflon—containers. Exploded over a battlefield in great 

enough quantities, it would turn all exposed soldiers, animals and most 

equipment into goo—a river of red. Mixed with burning fuel, it would be 

a horrific river of death, like the flow of magma from a volcano.  

 Microwave pulse weapons and focused radiation from a neutron 

bomb airburst can incinerate humans, but also blood. Ultra sonic 

weapons can cause bones to explode, but these are focused weapons and 

would not necessarily cause the carnage described in the Bible. But give 

us a thousand years to work on it, and who knows what else we can 

come up with. Maybe a type of virus delivered by aerosol would destroy 

living flesh in minutes. 

 Describing this event, the Apostle Peter said fire would lay bare the 

earth. Wiped clean. “The heavens will disappear with a roar. The elements 

will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. But 

in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new 

earth” (2 Peter 3:7, 10, 12-13). Devastating, absolute destruction.  

 Isn’t it interesting how Peter used the Greek word for elements? By 

using that specific word, Peter tells us that everything will be destroyed or 

contaminated beyond use, down to an elemental, basic level. Even if a 

bomb reduces some people to liquid outside the gates of Jerusalem, it 

sounds like old-fashioned nuclear weapons obliterate everything else on 

the planet at the end. Whatever humans contribute to the final outcome, 

it would not surprise me if God wiped the earth clean with a powerful 

solar flare.  
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 Why would he do that? If you are going to start over, you might as 

well take the old paint down to the metal before applying the new (Matt 

9:17). Which also explains why the seas are gone.  

 The Jews believed in multiple heavens, starting with the atmosphere, 

then outer space, and finally the spiritual plane. There are probably more 

levels beyond that. Paul said he was taken up into the third heaven, which 

would be the spiritual realm (2 Cor 12:2). So when God says he will 

create a new heaven and new earth, he actually means the planet Earth 

with its surrounding atmosphere. I can imagine God bringing some or all 

of the survivors into the New Jerusalem, during this period of re-

creation—maybe for their own safety—the lifeboat idea. 

 Apparently, God needs to wipe the slate clean and start over in order 

to create life on earth and make it ready for re-occupation. Only this time 

we will be in harmony with the earth, working together. We will look up 

and see the New Jerusalem in orbit, a constant reminder of our new 

reality. In addition, Satan will not be there to mess things up ever again.  

 “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and first 

earth had passed away...” (Rev 21:1). Passed away is an ominous phrase 

(ref. to people dying), but the Greek word aperchomai also means to 

evaporate, vanish like vapor, while lasting a short time. Gone.  

 What happened? Before God placed the New Heaven and New Earth 

in place, he either caused the first earth and heaven to evaporate into 

nothingness, or he so completely reworked them, that they were 

unrecognizable, wiping the white board (or black board) utterly clean. A 

complete new beginning.  

 The simplest idea is that the old earth was spoiled and needed a 

radical makeover. What reality television shows would this re-creation 

event generate? Extreme Makeover Earth Edition, This Old Earth, Earth 

Fixer Upper, Rip and Renew—Earth Version, Planet Hunters Renovation. 

 I get the impression that New Earth will be like a worldwide Garden 

of Eden, teeming with all kinds of life; perhaps all animals that were ever 
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created and existed on the planet. Like at the beginning, a new explosion 

of life. Yes, I can imagine places where sauropods, hadrosaurs and 

stegosaurs roam freely, grazing alongside bison, giant sloths and woolly 

mammoths. Something I think actually happened at one time.  

 Instead of hunting these amazing creatures into extinction—again, we 

will supervise and manage the results; hopefully living in simplicity and 

harmony. I am not even sure if we will still be meat eaters. There is a 

sense in Genesis that Adam and Eve were vegetarians before the Fall. 

Because when Adam and Eve sinned and required clothes, we read that 

God apparently killed animals for clothing: “The LORD God made garments 

of skin...” (Gen 3:21).  

 After the family settled outside the Garden, we see seasonal animal 

sacrifices to God. Did God show Adam the right way to do an animal 

sacrifice? Did he then show Adam and Eve how to prepare the skins for 

clothing?  

 

The Bible tells us that people on New Earth will visit the New Jerusalem.  

 “The kings of the earth will bring their splendor into it” (Rev 21:24). 

Would we go to the airport and catch a shuttle, or could we just think 

about our destination and arrive on the Pearl Gate Platform of our 

choice?  

 With the introduction of anti-gravity, apparently a common system 

on the New Jerusalem that Earth could easily adopt (excitedly adopt), 

any properly outfitted vehicle could casually fly out of the atmosphere to 

the great starship without the violent thrust associated with moving mass 

and rocket travel today.  

 Think about it: A world where anti-gravity is the norm in devices we 

can wear, vehicles we drive, and buildings we live in. Oceangoing ships 

would become obsolete, while someone like Disney Cruise Lines could 

offer tours out to Mars and the Rings of Saturn during a long four-day 

weekend. Princess Cruises could fly down to Venus for fun, relaxation, 
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and destination weddings. For nostalgic reasons, we might get on a real 

boat to go on an old-fashioned island-hopping cruise of the Caribbean.  

 We could live anywhere without the restrictions of obsolete roads and 

bridges. Those scars on our planet surface might not exist or be 

necessary. No more five o’clock rush hour traffic.  

 A new infrastructure would be required. Flying lanes would keep 

order and make travel as easy as speeding down our Interstate highway 

or Autobahn system today. I can’t wait.  

 

But remember this: No matter how great life is on New Earth, there is still 

a starship parked in orbit above. However long it sits there, I am sure that 

someday it will travel to other places with a mission and purpose of its 

own.  

 If life was not coursing through the universe already, God could begin 

a planet-by-planet creation event from the New Jerusalem. We cannot 

know at this time if we are the first planet with life, or one of many: I lean 

toward one of many, what with 100 billion-plus planets just in our Milky 

Way, and billions of galaxies.  

 Are we the first planet with a redemption story, or one of many? Is it 

possible, however remotely, that what has happened here—the 

restoration of power and authority under Jesus Christ—allows us to go 

forward into the universe with something we did not have before: The 

power to be successful in whatever we take on, whatever corrections are 

required, whatever tasks are laid before us? That winning here would 

allow us to win everywhere, something not exactly true before. 
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TRAVEL AND THE UNIVERSE 

 

Movement 

 Living on the ship, by definition, means we will have a destination, 

and I find this idea very exciting. Along that line, any object or place 

could have been used, not just a cube-shaped ship. God could have 

created or maneuvered a new moon into place for people to use, or even 

the minor planet like Pluto. Instead, he chose to bring us a great ship. Not 

just any ship, but something built for travel in outer space—a 

spaceship—which by definition implies movement to another place: 

planets, stars, and galaxies in our universe. 

 

God says he will live on this ship (Rev 21:3), which leads me to believe it 

will travel at the speed of thought.  

 What does it mean to travel at the speed of thought?  

 God would think of a place and the ship would just be there. In orbit. 

Instantaneously. The ship would not get there by moving really, really 

fast, using great engines to achieve great velocity, or warping space, or 

traveling rapidly through spiraling worm holes.  

 With the creation of our universe, God created time and space, at least 

the time and space we know and try to understand, giving Stephen 

Hawking something to contemplate and write books about. This form of 

travel might work with God seeing or visualizing the location and we 

simply appear there. 

 

Mindshift 

 Think of it this way: God opens a window in the fabric of space 

(perhaps we can call it a worm window or worm door) using his mind. 

On one side is our present location, on the other side our destination. On 

the bridge of the ship, we might stand at a great view screen. God would 

give us multiple location views, and ask, “Where do you want to go 
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today? The Horsehead Nebula? Great choice!” Then we would just be 

there.  

 

Mind Fold 

 Another idea is that God uses his mind to fold space, so that the 

destination will simply be next to the ship. Do this: Fold a piece of paper 

in half and punch a hole in it with something pointy—a pencil or pen. 

Now open the paper. Draw a straight line between these two points and 

label the hole on your left—A, your current location; label the hole on the 

right—B, your destination. Now fold the paper again so the holes line up. 

Instead of traveling a great distance along the line you drew between 

points A and B, you just pass through the fold. The fold might pass over 

the ship, putting us in orbit around the new planet, or we might move or 

float past the fold into a new position above the next planet: similar to the 

Mind Shift but technically different. In the previous version, God just 

makes the new location appear, and we are there.  

 

Conception 

 For you Star Trek fans, God might have the ability to deconceive and 

reconceive us—deconception and reconception. We would cease to exist 

in one place and appear, literally recreated, at the destination—all of our 

molecules perfectly reassembled—no transcription errors. God holds all 

things together, so the idea that he could deconstruct and reconstruct 

something or someone is perfectly conceivable.  

 The conception idea comes from a verse in Colossians: “He is before all 

things, and in him all things hold together” (Colossians 1:17). Hold 

together.  

 When I heard that scientists had discovered the fundamental 

particle—gluon—that holds all things together in the atom, I laughed, 

because I knew they were talking about God. Another name for God: The 
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Glue that holds all things together. God Glue. When nothing else will 

hold—. 

 God said, “Do not I fill heaven and earth?” (Jeremiah 23:24). He might 

have been talking about his spiritual presence, but he could also be 

describing his essential nature and essence: He fills it because he is it.  

 The implication is that one of the basic building blocks of the universe 

is gluons, and God is either gluons themselves—they are his essence (not 

just a part of his essence), or he is what makes gluons possible, something 

even smaller, basic, and elemental.  

 Note on quantum physics: Is there anything smaller than the electron, 

a basic and timeless particle? Photons, quarks and weak vector bosons, 

like gluons, are basic and fundamental—each functioning in the realm of 

waves or particles, or both. So I was wondering if there was a more basic 

“thing” which formed the basic structure of these, perhaps something 

that actually exists in another dimension—the spiritual—while affecting 

this dimension and not readily measurable in our universe—which I am 

sure would make scientists grumpy.  

 What’s funny is that when physicists talk about what that basic 

“thing” might be, they are quick to add that it would also be absurdly 

powerful—Go GOD!  

 For transportation purposes, God would loosen the gluon bonding 

and we would cease to exist, floating painlessly apart, evaporating. His 

perfect memory would imagine us in another location where the gluons 

would reassemble perfectly. Wow! Takes the idea of trusting God to a 

whole new level!  
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Quark Gluon Plasma 

 

GLUONS 

 

Gluons have a color charge—they have light—part of their composition, 

which in itself is interesting, because the Bible tells us God is Light (1 John 

1:5). Quantum Chromodynamics is the science of this light. So when God 

says, “Let there be light!” in a sense he is commanding gluons to exist, 

scattered like glowing seeds across the universe, and do what they do, 

holding it all together while shining, everywhere. 

 Worm holes. Worm windows. Folding space. Deconception. It might 

be that if God thinks of the destination, we will just be there, and we will 

not know exactly how he did it until we are on board, and can ask.  

 

 Joel: “Excuse me. By the way, sir, uh, how did you just do that, you know, 

moving the starship instantly from our sun to Alpha Centauri?”  

 Jesus looks at me, smiling. “Come. Sit over here with us; I was just 

explaining that last movement to Stephen…” 

 

Now here is a shocker: The Bible describes this idea of a window between 

two points, two places—a fold in space or a worm window, touching, yet 

not actually next to each other.  
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 In the parable about the Rich Man and Lazarus (Luke 16:19-31), Jesus 

describes a rich man suffering in hell. He wants a drink of water. Looking 

up, he sees Abraham afar off and asks Abraham to send Lazarus with 

water to quench his unbearable thirst.  

 Abraham explains that although they can see and talk to each other, 

there is “a great chasm” (verse 26) between them. Sounds like a two-way 

dimensional window, doesn’t it? Reminds me of television—images I can 

see and hear but which I cannot move to: a great gulf separates me from 

the television station or source of transmission. Something like that is 

happening in the parable, suggesting how God might move the starship 

with his mind. 

 There is evidence of this instantaneous type of movement in the 

Gospel of John. Jesus had died and three days later rose from the dead. 

The disciples were in hiding behind locked doors for fear of discovery by 

the authorities. Suddenly Jesus appeared among them; probably scared 

the wits out of the poor boys—not the normal come-and-go of the first 

century.  

 “Peace be with you!” Jesus said (John 20:19). Thomas was not there. Can 

we blame him for later doubting?  

 Thomas comes by later, gives the secret knock on the door, and they 

let him in. Everyone is talking at once, exclaiming how Jesus appeared 

out of nowhere.  

 “Right,” he says. “Just appeared over there by the table—whatever 

you say. And this, a room with a tiny second-floor window and two 

locked doors—ri - ght. You’re messing with me again, aren’t you guys? 

Well, I will not believe unless I can put my fingers into the holes in his 

hands and my hand into the wound in his side! Then I’ll know you 

kidders didn’t see a ghost!”  

 

So what happens?  
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 Jesus does it again—a week later, only this time Thomas is there. 

“Though the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them” (John 20:26-

28). He tells Thomas to knock it off—to stop doubting and believe, which, 

of course, he does. 

 Jesus appeared suddenly among them—in a locked room. Just 

appeared. Isn’t that what I am saying God can do with the New 

Jerusalem? Size differences would not thwart God. 

 The ability to move through space, appearing and disappearing, is a 

fascinating idea. I wonder if this type of movement will be possible for all 

of us. Angels have wings for flying, while we teleport or apparate like 

Harry Potter, like Jesus, from one place to another. I suppose the ship 

could move in a similar fashion—however God does it.  

 

 

 

 In the end, the ship may be equipped with a mechanical system for 

traveling through the universe or dimensions, or for folding space—a 

type of engine or device that generates a special sub-space field. Either 

way, we will have to bring back Trans World Airlines.  

 

 

THE DYNAMIC UNIVERSE 

 

If we are going to explore the heavens, let me talk a little about the size 

and nature of the universe God has laid out for us to experience and 

enjoy—might make you appreciate the ship more. 

 The Bible does not exactly tell us what came before this universe, but 

we assume God dwelt in a spiritual realm already and sort of added our 

physical universe: Inferred because he is there now and talks about 

having created everything here. The spiritual seems to exist either 
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parallel, within, or contingent to our physical universe. But does the 

spiritual universe exist inside something else?—or parallel to something 

else?  

 It seems there was a previous creation of the spiritual dimension and 

the race of angels (because they rejoiced at the creation of our physical 

universe—Job 38:7), implying that God was even before that realm. I 

mean, where did God come from, if not another place, or object—before 

the spiritual—a first verse of a multi-verse series of creations? Although 

we may begin to roughly grasp where God might have come from, we 

will not know how until he tells us. Hopefully, at that time we will be 

able to understand the answer.  

 

 
 

Let There Be Light 

 Many people assume the Bible begins with the creation event itself: 

“Let there be light!” (Gen 1:3), but it does not—note the verse 3. The first 

two verses of the first chapter of Genesis start with a fairly odd 

description.  

 

 “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Now the earth was 

formless and empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of 

God was hovering over the waters” (Gen 1:1-2).  
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 What is going on here? Is this an overview or summarizing 

statement? Or is God telling us that the earth was a lifeless water or ice 

world made before absolutely anything else in our universe—before 

moons, planets, stars, and galaxies? I do not think either idea is accurate.  

 If you were a storyteller and wanted to set the stage for an astounding 

and extraordinary event, and your audience was mostly unlearned 

primitive folk sitting around a campfire, you would need to keep the 

explanations and descriptions simple and understandable, at least as far 

as possible.  

 When the first two verses mention heavens, earth, darkness, a deep, 

and waters, I wonder what else is going on. I am thinking about the 

earliest possible creation episode, couched in the simplest possible 

terminology. In other words, in the first two verses, God seems to be 

telling us, “This is what I started with.”  

 Based on what I read in Genesis, I have always believed the universe 

was a bubble, mainly because I cannot imagine a universe without a 

boundary—just endless, openness. Then you can imagine my surprise 

when I found a scientific paper supporting what I had only imagined. 
(Tuomo Suntola, “The Dynamic Universe - space as a spherical closed energy 
system,” International Journal of Astrophysics and Space Science 2, no. 6-1 (2014): 
66-85). 

 

 

 
Galaxies inside spherical energy system: Tuomo—The Dynamic Universe 

 

The Bubble is a perfect expression of creation in its simplicity and purity 

of form. The idea of a Bubble also implies that creation is three-

dimensional, while the Bubble’s interior would have four-dimensional 

properties in relation to space-time events and objects—think of the 
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movie Interstellar and the black hole event horizon. We can surmise 4th 

dimensional space outside the Bubble, but we cannot know or measure 

something like that at this time.  

 

I believe the word heavens—the first object mentioned—speaks to the 

expanse of the Bubble, and is plural because it describes the complete 

stellar universe, “stars of the heavens” (Deuteronomy 10:22), and the idea 

of the parallel spiritual dimension at the same time—the third heaven of 

the scriptures (2 Cor 12:2 - the first heaven our atmosphere, the second 

outer space).  

 The Hebrew word for earth is erets and means dirt, dust, ground—

rocks, and by extension land and countries. So it would be safe to say the 

word earth speaks to basic matter, all elements—not yet formed into 

anything—which are described as formless, void, empty, yet absolutely 

essential.  

 The Hebrew word for formless—without form—is tohu and has also 

been translated as chaos and confusion. You cannot really say there is a 

planet present at this point in the story. The raw materials of earth are 

there, perhaps in a roiling round-shaped soup but with no sense of the 

size, before a Guiding Hand shapes and molds all of this matter into the 

desired order and harmony.  

 The Hebrew translation says, “Darkness on the face of the deep.” The 

Hebrew word for on is often translated in Bibles as over, covered, upon or 

above. Interestingly, this word has also been used as against or opposed. 

This led me to wonder if darkness was more than just darkness, or God’s 

way of describing the presence of anti-matter and dark matter—against 

or opposed to matter—earth. Anti-matter and dark matter are not the 

same thing but necessary in the creation event and outcome.  

 “...on the face of the deep.”  

 Deep can be translated as void, referring to a great empty place, the 

potential depths of creation, untapped, unrealized, essentially an empty, 

hallow Bubble—or just the “face” of the Bubble, before it is anything, 

before it expands. In fact, the Hebrew word pawneem often translated as 

face, could be mouth, or presence of the before—a cryptic description. At 

this point in the story, the mouth of the Bubble could be flat. I am 

thinking of a wand dipped into the soapy water. The soap is flat on the 

wand until you blow and form the Bubble.  
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Deep sounds like an entity—perhaps gluons and electrons, which seems 

rather odd, unless it is a reference to the Bubble’s nature—the “potential” 

state of things once the creation event starts; at the same time, the idea of 

surface tension in equilibrium in this preeminent creation moment.  

 The Spirit—in Hebrew the RUAH or Breath of God (another reference 

to the soap bubble idea: blowing)—hovers over the waters (the flat face of 

the bubble), but scholars have translated it as brooding over the waters.  

 This gives the scene a sense of expectation—appropriately, birth in 

waiting on the edge of the bubble. The RUAH is the hen brooding over 

creation, incubating her eggs, protecting them with her presence and 

warmth. Worrying over them. Pondering.  

 But I also think of RUAH as the energy aspect and character of the 

triune God—potential energy: In this case building up in zero entropy 

space.  

 God could not tell his readers that he started with oxygen and 

hydrogen, so what does he say? Water can be broken down into the basic 

elements of hydrogen and oxygen, which are key to the creation process.  

 What will the RUAH Spirit and energy of God do with the hydrogen 

and oxygen?  
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 Simple: Create stars.  

 Nuclear fusion powers stars when hydrogen turns into helium, giving 

us LIGHT, and stars create heavy elements (metals, nonmetals, 

semimetals), which we see represented as planets.  

 

 
 

The stage is set with the necessary materials to begin creation.  

 RUAH broods, ponders, and waits until given the Word to Act. 

Darkness is in place over the Deep—the Bubble. Then, the RUAH—

Breath of God, through the Son of God, SPEAKS a WORD of intense and 

incredible energy into this perfect mix of formless matter—basic photons 

and gluons, antimatter, dark matter, elements of earth, hydrogen, 

oxygen, electrons—and creation begins.  

 The Bubble forms. 

 God Breaths the WORD, LIGHT!  

 An extreme excitation of resting and potential energy is released. 

Gravitational and kinetic energy are borne in the outward, flowing 

motion, following the LIGHT—energy, mass, momentum—from a zero 

energy balance and entropy to a higher entropy state. And the essential 

elements scatter across the expanding Bubble interior as the Bubble 
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expands, not at the speed of light, rather each star purposefully 

positioned at the speed of God’s mind.  

 Enter velocity and gravity—mass as an expression of energy, 

including all forms of electromagnetic energy. Flowing and spinning 

outward, probably from a galactic center: Imagine ripples spreading 

outward in a pond, but that is mostly 2-dimensional. Sound emanating 

from a tuning fork is a more accurate 3-dimensional representation: 

sound flowing outward, everywhere. And sound brings the idea of 

perfect cosmic music, all parts, even what appears to be empty, 

resonating God’s music—and God’s mind.  

 The power present in this creation event, flowing from the RUAH, is 

beyond imagination. Look what happens when we split one atom—cities 

disappear. This power flows outward and begins to interact with its new 

environment: Building blocks building, coursing through the universe—

and even our bodies.  

 God is Creator. That means these substances and materials, these 

intricate parts of the creation event down to the level of gluons are God 

himself—at the elemental level—concentrated, unimaginable raw power. 

To me, that almost sounds scary. Righteous fear of the Lord might be a 

smart idea.  

 

 “Fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge” (Proverbs 1:7).  

 “Let all the earth fear the LORD” (Psalm 33:8). 

 

 Can you imagine, a God WHO IS every element in the universe, 

aware of every element in the universe—every part of his self, so that he 

even knows how many hairs are on your head at any given moment? 

That God would even take the time to consider such a mundane subject 

as my receding hairline.  

 “And even the very hairs on your head are numbered” (Matt 10:30; Luke 

12:7).  

 A God WHO IS can say I AM. 

 

The hairs on my head are numbered?  

 The power of a single atom amazes us, but the sheer computational 

power of God is also beyond anything we can grasp or comprehend, 

even allowing us to have free will without compromising his predestined 

plans and eternal purposes.  
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 Which means God gives us a sense of ownership in the process, and 

the outcome. Yes, there is predestination, but our choices still matter. He 

tells us that over and over in the Bible.  

 “Choose this day who you will serve!” (Joshua 24:15; 1 Kings 18:21). 

 

Is THIS GOD big enough for you?  

 A creation event takes place in Genesis, and God is intricately and 

intimately involved. He still is. 

 Steven Weinberg said, “The more the universe seems comprehensible, 

the more it also seems pointless.” (Steven Weinberg, The First Three Minutes - A 

Modern View of the Origin of the Universe (New York: Basic Books, 1977), 154 - winner 
of the Nobel Prize in Physics 1979). 
 

 I thought about Steven’s statement a long time. Part of the answer is 

our basic need to find and know this God personally, to experience his 

love, and then to know he exists. I say this because God desires that we 

know his heart and mind. To understand at an intimate and personal 

level what David meant when he said, “even when I go through tough times, 

you are with me” (Psalm 23:4, my translation).  

 The other part to Steve’s statement takes us to the standoff between 

science and faith and the need to find empirical evidence of God’s 

fingerprints in creation—all of creation, from the micro to macro level, in 

how the universe works. I do not believe it is important to find a unifying 

theory for science and theology; we will not find commonality between 

the natural and supernatural. Scientists will study the natural universe 

and theologians will study God.  

 What I hope is that we will talk about the scientifically discoverable 

laws and processes that govern our world and the universe, and from the 

theological perspective find understanding, meaning, and purpose.  

 In other words, we are studying the same thing, just from different 

perspectives, and both of those perspectives are valuable.  

 Saint Athanasius wrote, “He provided the works of creation also as a 

means by which the Maker might be known—Thus lay open to them, by 

which they might obtain the knowledge of God. They could look up into 

the immensity of heaven, and by pondering the harmony of creation 

come to know its Ruler, the Word of the Father, Whose all-ruling 

providence makes known the Father to all.” (St Athanasius of Alexandria 296-

373AD, The Incarnation and the Word of God, 3:12). 
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A BIG BANG? 

 

It has been theorized that from any point in the universe, the universe 

will appear to be moving away from the observer. In that regard, the 

observable edge of the universe, at almost 14 billion light years away, 

may only reflect the limitations of our light gathering optics and nothing 

more.  

 But Edwin Hubble’s observations of the stars led him to postulate that 

they were moving away from us—our planet, continuing to expand 

outward. Astronomers and physicists took this idea—working 

backwards—and theorized an explosive first or causal event—a big bang. 

 

 
 

 But based on my study of Genesis 1:1-2, it seems like a more gentle 

expression of creation was at work. No less powerful, by any means, but 

with stars spreading across the universe by the Breathed Word of God—

the Trinitarian concept of RUAH, WORD, GOD—Elohim. Instead of an 

explosion emanating outward, we find a high-energy scattering and 

expansion, seeds thrown purposefully, deliberately, and consciously 

from the Sower’s Hand—energy interacting with the basic building 

blocks, and the creation of NOW. TIME starts at that given point and 

cosmic time moves outward with gravitational energy and the energy of 

motion.  

 From this primal beginning, God created light and matter. Stars were 

born, lived, died, exploded, and reformed. As the stars reconstituted, 

basic elements in orbit coalesced into planets and the building blocks of 

life. We were created.  

 So it would be safe to say we are made from stars.  
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 The First Breathing created stars and what became the dust of the 

ground, and a Second Breathing gave life to the first human.  

 “And the LORD formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his 

nostrils the breath of life and man became a living soul” (Gen 2:7, KJV).  

 

Breathing 

 In college biology, we had to memorize and draw human cell and 

plant cell respiration. We learned that all life breathes in one fashion or 

another, which made me wonder if the universe breathes. Imagine 

galaxies circling the universe while exhibiting a 3-dimensional (possibly 

also a 4-dimensional) expansion, contraction, expansion, contraction 

model. God breathed into us and we began to breathe, we became alive. 

Would it surprise you to learn that God breathed the universe into 

existence and it continues to breathe also? That it is alive in some respect? 

 Think about it: If the universe is “alive”, a living musical composition 

from and in the mind of God, then you would expect a type of respiration 

and metabolism, an exchange of gasses and material, to be ongoing. This 

would keep the universe “young” and dynamic, creating new stars from 

old, and it might explain the purpose of such things as black holes, 

shuffling material from one part of the universe to another, perhaps from 

an area where it is needed less, to an area where it is needed more—

naturally. 

 From that causal beginning and into the present, nearly all objects 

rotate—the sun, planets, moons, stars, and galaxies. Stars rotate around 

the galactic center, and the galaxies probably rotate around the cosmic 

center of the Bubble. The farthest objects appear to be moving away, 

when in fact they might also be moving sideways or even away from 

each other in relation to our own position and movement around our 

galaxy, and the Milky Way galaxy’s own movement and rotation in the 

universe. If the furthest light we can observe has traveled almost 14 

billion light years, we could assume some kind of sidereal movement 

across that distance and time, while allowing for other influences, like 

gravity.  

 The name of God—I AM, is God saying I EXIST or even I AM 

EXISTENCE, also understood as NOW.  

 I AM—NOW.  

 As the author of creation and the substance of the creation event, he is 

the TIMELESS. In this respect, time moves in both directions for God. 
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God can say I AM the Alpha and the Omega—the Beginning and the End 

(Rev 1:8, 22:13), seeing the end from the beginning (Isaiah 46:9-10), 

linking and holding everything together—timelessly. In this sense, God is 

saying I AM the Universe. The name he gave Moses, I AM, is most 

appropriate (Exodus 3:14). He can say, “Because I AM, YOU ARE—all 

things ARE, existing in the NOW.”  

 In a 2008 Discovery Magazine article, Adam Frank said, “It is almost as 

if our universe were fine-tuned to start out far from equilibrium so it 

could possess an arrow of time. But to a physicist, invoking fine-tuning is 

akin to saying ‘a miracle occurred.’ For Carroll (Sean Carroll—theoretical 

physicist at Caltech), the challenge was finding a process that would 

explain the universe’s low entropy naturally, without any appeal to 

incredible coincidence or (worse) to a miracle.” (Adam Frank, “3 Theories 

That Might Blow Up the Big Bang,” DiscoverMagazine.com (April 2008): 
http://discovermagazine.com/2008/apr/25-3-theories-that-might-blow-up-the-big-
bang). 
 
The End 


