
High School Programs/GoCPS 
 

AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination)  
Through AVID, high school students receive tutoring, improve their self-image, develop critical thinking and organizational 
skills, and become leaders and role models for other students. In most cases, AVID is a within-school program; students can 
take advantage of this program after they are enrolled in a school.  
 
Career Academies  
Career Academies offer intensified resources that provide high school students with hands-on experiences and the 
opportunity to visit local businesses and shadow business professionals in various career areas.  
 
Career and Technical Education (CTE) College and Career Academies and CTE Programs 
CTE Programs feature a unique approach to prepare high school students for college and career success. Students can 
participate in CTE College and Career Academies, to which students must apply, and/or they can participate in within-school 
CTE programs. Through these programs, students experience hands-on training in their chosen industry, and may have the 
opportunity to earn college credit, attain industry-recognized certifications, and participate in job shadows and internships. 
 
Charter Schools  
Charter schools are independently operated schools that are authorized by CPS or the State Charter School Commission 
under Illinois Charter Schools Law. The schools authorized by CPS are funded and monitored by the Chicago Public Schools 
district, but can exercise autonomy over many student-related policies. Charter schools are governed by school-selected 
Boards of Directors and operate under contractual agreements with the authorizing entity; typically, these contracts are for 
five-year terms.  
 
Contract Schools  
Contract schools are district schools that are managed by external operators. These schools are funded and monitored by 
the district and must adhere to all student-related district policies. Contract schools are governed by school-selected Boards 
of Directors and operate under contractual agreements with the district; typically, these contracts are for five-year terms. 
 
Dual Enrollment  
Through Dual Enrollment, students take college courses while in high school, earning both high school and college credit. 
Participation in Dual Enrollment may ease students’ transition from high school to college and save college costs, as course 
costs are covered by the students’ high school. Dual Enrollment is a within-school program; students can take advantage of 
the program once they are enrolled in a school. 
 
Early College STEM [Science, Technology, Engineering, Math] Schools (ECSS)  
The ECSS connects high school, college, and the world of work through dynamic partnerships and a new vision for college 
and career readiness. Partnerships allow students to pursue a career in technology and gain skills for the 21st century 
workforce; students have the opportunity to graduate with industry certifications and up to two years of college credit. In 
addition, students benefit from workplace learning experiences through internships, and they are matched with professional 
mentors in their career path so that they gain valuable knowledge and experience.  
 
Fine and Performing Arts   
Fine and performing arts programs encourage students’ creative and artistic expression, and develop their interest in art, 
music, dance, and/or drama. Faculty and students work with some of the city’s premier arts institutions and artists, both in 
the schools and throughout the city.   
 
General Education 
Schools that fall in this category offer a curriculum of general education that includes a wide variety of subject areas, 
including the core subjects of English/language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies, and may also include world 
language, art, music, and physical education. The general education program does not specialize in one particular area of the 
curriculum. 
 



International Baccalaureate (IB) Programs  
The International Baccalaureate aims to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a 
better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect. To this end, the organization works with 
schools, governments and international organizations to develop challenging programs of international education and 
rigorous assessment. These programs encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and lifelong 
learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.  
 
JROTC  
The Junior Reserve Officers’ Training Corps (JROTC) Program develops students to their fullest potential and prepares them 
for college, careers, and citizenship by utilizing various components of the military model. Students have opportunities to 
socialize with students across the city and develop their leadership skills through such events such as summer camp, 
leadership camp, citywide sports competitions, orienteering, local and national drill competitions, and field trips.  
 
Magnet High School Programs  
High school magnet programs are offered in neighborhood high schools to enhance and enrich the curriculum. The programs 
accept students from throughout the city. Magnet programs have minimum eligibility requirements in order for students to 
apply.  
 
Magnet High Schools  
Most Magnet High Schools do not have neighborhood attendance boundaries, accept students from throughout the city, 
and offer one or more specialty programs. Magnet High Schools have minimum eligibility requirements in order for students 
to apply.  
 
Mathematics and Science 
These programs strongly emphasize those aspects of knowledge that are most likely to contribute to a student’s ability to 
explain, reason, communicate, and problem-solve, using mathematics and science.  
 
Selective Enrollment High Schools  
Selective Enrollment High Schools provide academically advanced high school students with a challenging and enriched 
college preparatory experience. Each of the Selective Enrollment High Schools offers a rigorous curriculum with mainly 
honors and Advanced Placement (AP) courses. The schools strive to develop students’ critical and analytical thinking skills, 
and promote diverse academic inquiry by bringing together students from a wide range of backgrounds and experiences. 
Testing is required in order for students to be considered for these programs.  
 
Service Leadership Academies  
The Military Academies are unique four-year high schools that prepare students for college and subsequent careers. 
Although students wear uniforms and operate in a structured environment, these schools are not intended to prepare 
students for the military. Rather, students take part in unprecedented leadership opportunities and co-curricular activities, 
including college trips and citywide competitions, in a nurturing, safe, and healthy environment in which they can realize 
their full potential. Visit www.ChicagoJROTC.com to view videos, see testimonials, and learn more about these schools.  
  
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math) Program 
The STEM program provides students with a solid foundation in math, science, technology and engineering. Students are 
expected to explore the world around them and become problem-solvers and critical thinkers.  
 
World Language 
World language programs provide students with intensive instruction in a world language to acquire proficiency in the new 
language as well as develop cultural understanding and awareness. 
 
 


