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Exhibit Guidelines
Display Design and Evaluation

•	 The exhibit must not exceed dimensions of 76 cm deep and 122 cm wide. Build the 
exhibit no higher than 122 cm. No overhang is allowed. If the scientific apparatus exceeds the 
height limit, use photographs to show what has been done. No part of the project may be placed 
on the floor.

•	 Construct your own exhibit; teachers and parents are to provide only the necessary guidance, 
encouragement, and constructive criticism.

• Keep the title of your project brief, captivating, and prominently visible on the exhibit. It may 
contain no more than 45 characters and spaces. Titles in excess of 45 characters will be shortened 
to fit into available space on the entry form.

•	 Make lettering neat and uncluttered. Make sure all words are spelled correctly.

•	 Determine the best way to present the research. The presentation may include graphs, charts, 
posters, 35 mm slides, PowerPoint presentations, videotape, transparencies, demonstration of 
apparatus, and other components. Attach a copy of your Abstract, Safety Sheet, and endorsement(s) 
(if necessary) to the front of your display board.

• Exhibits must conform to size limitations. No easels or tripods are allowed on the floor around the 
exhibit. Floor-mounted exhibits will not be considered for competition.

• Exhibits must be constructed so that wall space is not required. All exhibits must be freestanding. 
Objects may not be attached to draperies or the exhibitor identification sign. No lighting of any 
type may be used to illuminate the exhibit. 

• The City Science Fair Exhibits Committee will provide space on a table, a table covering, an 
identification sign, and an extension cord (if needed). The student must provide all other needs 
of his/her exhibit (for example, transparent tape, tacks, staples, tools). The exhibit space can only 
accommodate a display of the following dimensions: 76 cm deep, 122 cm wide, and 122 cm high. 
No exceptions are made.

• All equipment and materials are exhibited during the fair at the risk of the exhibitor. The Science 
Fair Exhibits Committee, the CPS Student Science Fair, Inc., and the Museum of Science and 
Industry assume no responsibility for loss or damage to such equipment and materials. A security 
room is available for overnight storage of valuables.

• Normal wear and tear on exhibits is to be expected during the time the fair is open to the public. 
For this reason, each exhibitor is advised to protect his/her project as completely as possible. 
Valuable equipment should be fastened securely to prevent its removal and should be safely 
stored when the exhibitor is away from his/her project. 

Presentation Tips
The exhibitor’s personal appearance adds to the attractiveness of the exhibit. Students should 
dress neatly and appropriately for the occasion. 

•	 Be well versed in as many aspects of the project as possible.

•	 Be enthusiastic about the project.

•	 Prepare not only for direct questions pertinent to the research but also for related questions.

•	 Students who require a language interpreter or sign language interpreter are encouraged to seek 
the assistance of their sponsoring teacher in making arrangements to have one available during 
judging sessions. Arrangements for the use of a sign language interpreter can be made through 
the CPS Office of Diverse Learner Support & Services (773-553-1882). For information in obtaining 
a language interpreter contact the Office of Language and Cultural Education (773-553-1930). The 
research summary paper must be in English.
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Glassware Hazards

No glassware may be displayed. The only glass that may be allowed for display is that 
which is an integral part of a piece of apparatus.

Chemical Hazards

No chemicals may be displayed. Photographs or drawings may be attached to the 
presentation board to illustrate chemicals used in the experiment. Food or drugstore 
products, such as toothpaste, deodorant, mouthwash, antacids, sleep aids, aspirin, 
sunscreens, and so forth, may not be displayed, although their clean, empty packages 
may be displayed. Water may not be displayed. 

Hazardous Materials

Explosive, flammable, corrosive, or highly poisonous substances are not to be brought 
to any exhibit area. This includes gasoline, alcohol, and lighter fluids. Armed rockets 
or their propellants are prohibited. Cylinders for compressed gas or aerosol cans 
are not allowed in the display area. Automobile storage batteries containing sulfuric 
acid are not allowed. Any approved substances must be shielded in such a way that 
maximum protection is provided for spectators, neighboring exhibitors, judges, and 
the student exhibitor.

Fire Hazards

Open flames, torches, electric heaters, or burners are not to be displayed. 

Radiation Hazards

Projects dealing with radiation from cathode rays, X-rays, or radioactive materials 
must present no hazard to the public or the student exhibitor. 

Laser Hazards

Follow all rules and regulations as described by the Illinois Emergeny Management 
Agency at http://www.ilga.gov/commission/jcar/admincode/032/03200310sections.
html . Additionally, all lasers must be registered with the form at http://www.iema.
illinois.gov/radiation/pdf/laser.pdf.

Only Class I and Class II lasers may be approved for displayed and operated at the 
City Science Fair and only upon a judge’s request

Safety Guidelines for Project Display

The City Science Fair is an opportunity to communicate research findings. Part of the judging process 
is to evaluate each exhibitor’s ability to present research findings to judges. By this time, experiments 
have been completed and data have been collected, analyzed, and interpreted. This is not the time to 
perform experiments. The City Science Fair is not a place for demonstration. All lab equipment should 
be left at home or at school. Pictures, drawings, and diagrams should replace equipment.
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A sign must be displayed that reads as follows:

LASER RADIATION – DO NOT STARE INTO BEAM

The Class II laser must have a protective housing or barricade which, when in place, 
prevents human access to the beam during operation. The power source to the Class 
II laser should be disconnected when the laser is not being operated. 

Class III and Class IV lasers may be displayed but may not be operated at any time.

Ultraviolet Light Sources

Use approved ultraviolet light sources only upon a judge’s request and do not direct 
them toward anyone’s eyes. The device must be properly shielded.

Electrical Hazards

All electrical equipment must be constructed according to standard electrical safety 
codes. If there is doubt, consult with an electric shop teacher or an electrician. The 
city of Chicago’s electrical code for public exhibits requires all electrical devices 
connected to the circuits within the building to be grounded using type SO three-wire 
conductors. 

All wiring, switches, and metal parts carrying current must be completely enclosed 
by barriers on all sides to absolutely prevent observers from reaching into the exhibit 
where they might receive an electrical shock.

Exhibits requiring electricity must have the three-pronged or polarized electrical plug 
attached to the end of the eight-foot or longer electrical cord on all exhibits except 
those using lamps only. All electrical apparatus must have the UL label. All electrical 
extension cords needed for science fair projects will be provided for exhibitors at the 
Museum of Science and Industry. You will not be allowed to provide your own cord at 
the City Fair.

Doorbell push buttons must not be used to control 110 volt apparatus. Use toggle or 
push-button switches designed for proper load. Non-insulated switches, such as knife 
switches, will not be permitted. All electrical joints must be properly secured and 
insulated. All electrical joints must be permanent and soldered.

Federal Communications Commission (FCC) regulations are specific with regard 
to spark-discharge equipment. If equipment containing such devices is used, the 
machine must be operated so that it does not cause harmful interference to normal 
channels of communication. The judges are sufficiently aware of the operations 
to understand what is intended with the spark-discharge device, provided that the 
student can explain the operations in his/her own words. Students must not operate 
equipment until authorized by the judges to do so.

Mechanical Hazards

All moving parts of machines and/or electrical circuitry must have adequate 
protective coverings or guards.

Push-buttons and levers must be securely mounted on exhibits. They must not be 
attached to tables or walls. 
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Materials and construction must be durable. All moving parts must be firmly 
attached. Power-driven parts must be protected with guards.

Equipment that emits disruptive sound is to be operated only at the judges’ request. When 
hundreds of exhibits are on display, the sound can reach levels that distract the judges 
and exhibitors. Sound equipment not essential to the exhibit will not be permitted.

Biological Hazards

Cigarettes and tobacco may not be displayed. Clean, empty packages are allowed. 

No live or preserved invertebrate or vertebrate animals may be exhibited. All 
vertebrate projects, including those dealing with humans, must have an approved 
Vertebrate Animal Endorsement. (See pages 13-14 of this handbook for rules regarding 
animal experimentation.)

It is imperative that students not be exposed to any bacteria that are considered 
pathogenic; for this reason, two rules are very strictly enforced:

1. No primary or secondary cultures taken from humans or other warm-blooded animals 
may be displayed. This includes, but is not limited to, skin, throat, mouth, and other 
areas.

2. No display of cultures/fungi is permitted at the fair, although they may be used in 
experiments if incubated at or below room temperature.

Hypodermic syringes, needles, and surgical tools cannot be part of the display.

Wild cultures cannot be displayed at a science fair exhibition.

No materials may be displayed that can undergo a chemical or biological change. This 
includes molds, bacteria, yeasts, pond water, aquatic plants, and other potentially 
gas-producing substances. Those projects should display photographs or simulations 
instead of the actual materials and organisms used in the investigation.

All safety rules must be followed. Violations may result in disqualification. Refer all questions about 
safety to the Safety Committee Chairperson. 

Chicago Public Schools Student Science Fair, Inc. is an affiliate of the Illinois Junior Academy 
of Science and the International Science and Engineering Fair. As such, Chicago Public Schools 
Student Science Fair, Inc. is obligated to enforce the rules of those organizations even when their 
rules change after the publication of the handbooks. Every attempt is made to inform coordinators 
and sponsors of these rule changes as soon as they are known. Students selected to participate 
in these fairs will receive the handbook of the appropriate organization which contains specific 
rules that pertain to the organization.
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Safety Sheets

The Safety Sheet (see 
page 61) signed by the 
student and his/her 
sponsor must be included 
in the Research Summary 
pages 24-25 (Scientific 
Research) and pages 26-
28 (Design Papers). This 
sheet must specify any 
and all actual and potential 
hazards, as well as the 
specific measures used as 
safeguards. Any violations 
of safety rules may result in 
disqualification and removal 
from the fair. The Safety 
Sheet must be displayed on 
the front of the exhibitor’s 
display board. It may be 
reduced to fit on a half 
sheet of letter-size paper.
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SAFETY SHEET

The Illinois Junior Academy of Science

it. The science teacher and/or advisor must sign in the indicated space.

SAFETY AND THE STUDENT: Experimentation or research may involve an element of risk or injury to 
the student, test subjects,  and to others. Recognition of such hazards and provision for adequate control 
measures are joint responsibilities of the student and the sponsor. Some of the more common risks 
encountered in research are those of electrical shock, infection from pathogenic organisms, uncontrolled 

research. 

In the box below, list the principal hazards associated with your project
you have used as safeguards. If your project posed no hazards you must write "No hazards were associated

 with this project”. Be sure to read the entire section in the Policy and Procedure Manual of the Illinois Junior 

 entitled “SAFETY GUIDELINES FOR EXPERIMENTATION” before completing this form.

SIGNED ___________________________________________________________________________

 
Student Exhibitor(s)

SIGNED ___________________________________________________________________________

 Sponsor*

*As a sponsor, I assume all responsibilities related to this project.

This Sheet Must Be Typed

This form MUST

Academy of Science


