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HANDBELLS IN HEAVEN
by Marilyn Reese, North Carolina Chair

mlrncbells@nc.rr.com

Two days ago I received a call from 
Elizabeth Barnes asking for help in 
finding two ringer substitutes through 
December.  As she told me about her 
choir, I felt pride, joy, thankfulness, and very fortunate to be 
part of the handbell world. This choir has a unique purpose.  
They have turned the tragedy of losing a child into joy.  
These parents are an inspiration.  Their children continue to 
live each time “their” bells are rung.  This tribute lifts us all.  

Here is the story of “Music Made In Heaven.”

Each week on Monday evenings, a group of handbell ringers 
gathers in downtown Raleigh to practice.  This is not your 
normal handbell group.  This group has a mission:

“In honor and remembrance of our children who have 
died, we, the  parents, have created a handbell choir as an 
ongoing expression of our  love for God and  joy in the gift 
of our children. The music, played with bells representing 
our children, serves as a beautiful contribution our children 
are continuing to make to the world.”  Appropriately, the 
handbell group is named Music Made in Heaven.
  
Every ringer in the group has lost a child or children and 
they, along with other parents who have lost children, have 
donated the 42 bells.  Each bell bears an inscription written 
by the parents.  The concept originated when one of the 
parents noted that our society is extremely uncomfortable 
with the topic of children who have died, thereby depriving 
parents of a meaningful way to actively remember them.     

The simple and clear voice of handbells came to mind as 
a beautiful means for these children to speak again.  The 
concept was developed and the response was very positive 
as other parents expressed enthusiasm about rekindling the 
memory of their children in this unique manner.

More than likely, this is the only group of its kind anywhere.  
As of a few years ago, the Guild had never heard of such a 
concept in handbells and the group became the subject of 
the feature article in our national journal, Overtones, in the 
spring of 2007.

Now in their eighth year, the group has played in the 
Raleigh/Durham area for many kinds of events: a hospital 
volunteers luncheon, a seniors Christmas banquet, an 
evening of music at a retirement village, services of 
remembrance observed at area hospitals, an annual holiday 
service of hope, a cancer fundraising, for patients in a cancer 
clinic receiving chemotherapy, on the NICU floor of a large 
hospital at Christmas, in church services, a concert for 
friends and supporters and most importantly, each year the 
families of the donors meet at a special event called “The 
Gathering.”

From the beginning and as a result of their experiences, the 
(see Heaven on page 17)
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TIPS & TRICKS
by Jerry Hill, Metro DC Chair

jdeanhill@aol.com

For many, the fall season is the time to 
begin another year.  It is a great time to 
reflect on some very basic organizational 
skills and seek to improve one’s 
administrative abilities.  Inefficient detail 
work can be the downfall of a well-intentioned program.

Before the first rehearsal it is always good to evaluate the 
group’s abilities and plan how to grow them to a higher 
level.  Goals should be set for each rehearsal and an outline 
of the steps necessary to accomplish them should be created.  
It may be helpful to write out lesson plans for the rehearsal.

Careful analysis of the musical score should be prepared, 
with proper attention to dynamics and articulations, as an 
integral part of the sight-reading process.  The bells should 
be assigned and any additional notation should be written 
on the score or given to the ringers during rehearsals.  

Don’t forget to create a pleasant environment for the 
rehearsal.  Take time to carefully look at the space and see 
the space through the eyes of the ringer.  Some simple 
adjustments may provide the means for a wonderful year.  
Check the lighting.  Provide a comfortable temperature and 
adequate ventilation.

Begin and end the rehearsal on time.  Interact with the 
ringers during setup and cleanup.  List the goals for each 
rehearsal.  Begin with warm-up drills, scales, rhythm lines, 
or specific excerpts from the music.  

Vary the rehearsal pace, giving time for ringers to catch their 
breath during pieces.  Alternate pieces with different styles 
and tempi.  Begin and end with a familiar section.  Work on 
difficult pieces early in rehearsal, while ringers are fresher. 

Be generous with praise and positive comments.  Encourage 
“I can.”  Speak about the problem and not the person.     

Maintain the morale of the group.  Plan social activities.  
Contact members when absent.  Remember birthdays 
and other special occasions.  Send cards or e-mails of 
appreciation after special programs.  Find ways to 
recognize the group.  Build group cohesion.  You’ll 
have a fantastic year!

Concerts, weddings, entertainment, workshops 

Handbell Music for All Occasions

thethe
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RiverRiver
RingersRingers

Dottie Tweedie, Director 
(804) 357-9810

   www.jamesriverringers.org 
   Email: jamesriverringers@yahoo.com

  11001 Continental Road 
  Quinton, VA  23141 

a community handbell ensemble serving 
metro Richmond, VA 

http://www.jamesriverringers.org/
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DELMARVA-LOUS!
by Linda Simms, DelMarVa Chair

keys2ring@aol.com

You might remember me as your Area 
Chair.  Even though my role in Area 3 
has recently changed, I will always be 
very dedicated to helping our ringers and 
directors throughout Area 3.  Now my focus will be on my 
wonderful “DelMarVa” Peninsula colleagues!

If you know your local geography (‘cause you live here!), 
you already know that the DelMarVa Peninsula is surrounded 
by the Chesapeake Bay on the west, and the Delaware River, 
Delaware Bay, and Atlantic Ocean on the east.  This region 
includes Delaware, the Eastern Shore of Maryland, and 
the Eastern Shore of Virginia.  The water provides natural 
boundaries, making this a logical “state” of its own.  

As the new DelMarVa State Chair, I will work with directors, 
music educators, and ringers to network together for the 
benefit of all.  My goal is to provide more local ringing and 
educational opportunities for ringers and directors of all 
levels.  To do this, I need your help!  Here’s what you can do:
1.  Please help me identify ALL the organizations that own

handbells or handchimes, regardless of membership. 
Send me any contact information you can find on this 
organization (including schools, senior centers, etc.).

2.  Keep in mind that many handbells and handchimes are 
hiding in closets, so ask around to locate those, too!  

3.  Talk to music teachers to see if they are interested in 
starting handchime programs in their schools.  The Area 3 
Board has set aside money to get more chimes in schools!  

4.  Contact me (e-mail or 302.677.0187) and fill me in!

We have our own DelMarVa Handbell Association page on 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/#!/groups/176714479069838/   
This will be a great place to network, request a substitute, 
borrow equipment, ask a question and give tips to those 
who need a little friendly advice.  Please go there and post!

Finally, we have two workshops coming up in 2012.  (For 
details and registration info, visit www.capitalringers.org.)

Saturday, February 4: DELMARVA ANNUAL READ & RING, 
8:30-3:00, Wesley College Chapel (Dover, DE).  This is an 
all-day event where we will read through about 40 pieces of 
music from Level 1 to Level 3+.  

Saturday, March 24 (tentative): ROOKIE RING WORKSHOP, 
Wesley College Chapel (Dover, DE).  This is a short 
introduction to handbells for all ages.  Perfect for new and 
almost-new ringers!  

9:00-noon: Youth (grades 7-12)   •   1:00-4:00: Adults

Delaware’s two community handbell ensembles have 
numerous concerts coming up.  Visit their websites for info:
Wilmington Handbell Ensemble: wilmingtonhandbells.org
Capital Ringers, Inc.: capitalringers.org.

Remember, if you have any workshops, concerts or events 
you want announced, please let me know so I can include 
them here (and then post them on the Delmarva Handbell 
Association Facebook page)!  Happy Ringing!

md
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WHAT’S NORMAL, ANYWAY?
by Karen Allen, Maryland Chair
handbellsinsomd@yahoo.com

Hi! My name is Karen Allen, and I am the 
new Maryland State Chair.  My husband 
and I live in Mechanicsville, in the part of 
Maryland known as “southern.” 

When my husband retired after 23 years in the United States 
Navy, the first thing he did was find a new job. Much of his 
past experience in the Navy, of course, defined the sort of 
job he would ultimately do: one that would use the skills he 
had mastered in past years, while adding different skills as 
the new job progressed.

Similarly, many people who find themselves in the world of 
handbells have “normal” music experience behind them: 
perhaps as a performer, composer, teacher, hobbyist, or 
simply a love of music which has them tapping their feet and 
singing a song in their heart most of the time.

Then someone gives a set of chimes or bells to the church 
or school and suddenly the director/teacher has to learn a 
new set of skills!  (And teach them to others!)  And although 
a percussionist might not find a mart to be a new move, a 
strings player certainly would! And can you imagine trying to 
“tower swing” an organ?

The next step is to convince eight to 10 people that they 
would love to add this new set of skills to their musical 
abilities.  Even for those who are highly skilled in music, 
there is quite a learning curve to ringing; and transforming 
a number of people with varying backgrounds/skills into a 
finely tuned ringing machine can take time.

But mastery of these new skills is invigorating (no time to 
fall asleep while trying to mallet a fast eighth-note run with 
a gyro on the final note), fulfilling (adding to the worship 
service at church or sharing music with others as a member 
of a community bell group), and downright fun (school-age 
ringers can get quite exuberant)!

My “normal” musical background had many influences.  
Falling asleep to classical music on the radio every night 
when I was very young.  Watching Hootenanny, Mitch Miller, 
and Lawrence Welk with my Dad (who loved to sing along, 
and passed that love of melody and harmony on to me, even 
though my sing-alongs were more to the Beach Boys and 
Creedence Clearwater Revival).  Random piano lessons from 
age 12 on, rhythm learned as a member of the marching 
drill teams (both in high school and Navy boot camp), and  
occasional stints as the (small) church pianist or choir singer.

Then my husband retired, we moved to southern Maryland 
and the first thing I saw at church was handbells.  Who knew 
you could do such amazing things with bells?!  I immediately 
joined the beginning bell choir, and a year later moved up to 
the regular choir.  Bass bells are my favorites! We have four 
octaves, so I cannot lay claim to playing the true “buckets,” 
but anything between G3 and G4 is my home turf.  After 

(continued on next page)
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(continued from previous page)
 
several years, we formed a small ensemble, which is far and 
away the best ringing experience for me: three to five ringers 
covering four octaves.  Can it get any better?

I have been ringing for 11 years. Workshops, festivals, and 
handbell conventions make one aware of just how many 
people out there have discovered this musical art form. 
Handbells open up new avenues to performers, composers, 
directors, teachers, hobbyists, and those of us who just plain 
love to make a joyful noise!

I’d love to hear from you!  Please feel free to get in touch with 
me via e-mail, or at 301-373-2390. This roundtrip itinerary from Fort Lauderdale, Florida includes calls in Aruba, Antilles & Bahamas. 

Price includes all Bells of the Cascades’ activities, a hosted cocktail party, meals 

and entertainment aboard the ship, and all taxes and port charges.

Rates are per person, based on double occupancy, subject to availability, and may change without notice. Rates do not 

include airfare, government taxes, fees or surcharges unless otherwise noted. Other restrictions apply. Participants 

must book their cabin through Azumano Travel to take part in any bell ringing activities.

Light Up Your Holidays!

1-800-JHS-BELL (1-800-547-2355)

www.HandbellWorld.com

Kliplites
Universal Kliplite Music Stand Light.

This light can attach to all types of music 

stands and adjust to almost any angle. Made 

from injection-molded nylon and glass and 

finished in textured black. UL approved, this 

light comes with on-off toggle switch, 8-foot cord and uses standard 

15-40 watt tubular high-intensity incandescent bulbs.

Kliplite Music Stand Light: #3150 $19.95

Kliplite Cordless LED Music Light.

Completely portable and lightweight, this state-

of-the-art battery-operated music light allows 

up to 16 hours of continuous light with standard 

alkaline batteries. Eight long-lasting warm-toned 

LEDs eliminate the need for replacement bulbs. 

Kliplite Cordless LED Music Light: #3185 $54.95

Kliplite Cordless LED Insert Module. No need to purchase a new 

light if you already own our clip-on light (#3150) and want to move 

to LED lighting- just upgrade it! Includes batteries and allen wrench 

for easy installation.  

Kliplite Cordless LED Insert Module: #3186 $44.95

Mighty Bright Lights
A. Mighty Bright XtraFlex Super LED. A flexible battery-

operated LED light that clips to almost any surface! The 

special lens spreads cool-toned light evenly with no hot spots 

and is as bright as 3 regular LEDs. Arm bends in almost any 

direction. Batteries (included) last up to 40 hours.

Mighty Bright XtraFlex Duet Super LED: #3196 $14.95

B. Mighty Bright XtraFlex Duet LED Music Light. Provides even 

cool-toned light with no hot spots, can be directed 

in any direction, and has separate switches for each 

light. Clip-on or stands freely.   

Mighty Bright Duet LED Music Light: #3195 $24.95

C. Mighty Bright XtraFlex Duet2 LED Music 

Light. Two cool-toned, energy-efficent LEDs per gooseneck. Precisely 

engineered optical grade lenses spread light evenly, and a switch per 

gooseneck gives you four possible lighting levels. 

Clip-on or stands freely. Batteries (not included) last 

up to 20 hours. AC adapter included.

Mighty Bright Duet2 LED Music Light: #3198 $39.95

D. Mighty Bright Ultimate Orchestra Light. The 

Orchestra Light is the brightest, most efficient and 

most versatile light on the market. Nine LEDs illumi-

nate up to 4 pages of music with 2 brightness levels. 

Cool-toned light. Powered by an AC adapter with 13’ 

cord or 3 AAA batteries (both included). The best light available!

Mighty Bright XtraFlex Duet Super LED: #3199 $69.95

 

 

Virginia Handbell Consort  
A Community Handbell Ensemble 

Concerts, Festivals, and Workshops 
PO Box 64591, Virginia Beach, Virginia 23467 

Voice Mail 757-456-1312 
www.VirginiaHandbellConsort.com 

vhc@virginiahandbellconsort.com  

http://www.azumano.com/bells
http://www.handbellworld.com/
http://www.virginiahandbellconsort.com/
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HOLIDAY CONCERTS 
With Special Guest, Raleigh Civic Chamber Orchestra 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10 �– 3:00 & 7:30 PM
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 11 �– 3:00 PM 

Meymandi Concert Hall
Raleigh, North Carolina 

Tickets are available at the Progress Energy Center Box 
Office and all Ticketmaster outlets. Early Bird tickets will be 
available from The Raleigh Ringers until November 30th. 
The Raleigh Ringers is funded in part by the City of Raleigh based on 
recommendations of the Raleigh Arts Commission.

THE NINETEENTH ANNUAL

CAPITAL AREA
YOUNG RINGERS FESTIVAL 

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25, 2012 
Resurrection Lutheran Church 

Cary, North Carolina 

Guest Conductor: Jason Krug

Upcoming Area III Concerts 
November 19, 2011 �– 7:30 pm 
Thalian Hall 
Wilmington, North Carolina 

December 4, 2011 �– 3:00 pm
Trinity Lutheran Church 
Hagerstown, Maryland 

AUDITIONS
COME JOIN US! 

Open Auditions for the 2012 
year will be held in January. 

For audition information, contact 
Director David Harris at 

rringer@rr.org. 

Answer the Call Jason Krug

Aria Michael Helman

Clocks arr. Keith Richards

Festiva Techniqua! Matthew Prins

Were You There? Jason Krug

Download the registration form at www.rr.org.  For more 
information, email ruthannemayer@gmail.com. 

For complete information on all upcoming concerts and events, please visit our website. 
www.rr.org

David M. Harris, Director 
8516 Sleepy Creek Drive 

Raleigh, NC 27613

Phone/Fax: 866-637-7464 
Email: rringer@rr.org 

www.rr.org

http://www.rr.org/
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It’s coming, it’s coming...it’s here.  For 
some time now, we’ve heard about a “bold 
new initiative” which the American Guild 
of English Handbell Ringers was going to 
undertake.  In fact, it became known as the 
New Initiatives Campaign, and one of its 
most visible and critical changes has been an 
effort to “re-brand” the identity of the Guild 
to the “Handbell Musicians of America.”

The obvious (and logical) question has been “Why?”  Well, 
for starters, the new name is shorter than “American Guild of 
English Handbell Ringers” (yes, my Type-A friends, I know it’s 
only by two syllables, but it rolls off the tongue better, too).

Secondly, it takes away the confusion most non-handbell 
people have when you throw “American” and “English” into 
the same name.  You know what I mean: “No, no...we’re 
American people ringing English handbells.”  “Well, no, 
technically, most people in the USA have bells from one of two 
foundries in Pennsylvania, though some have actual bells made 
in England.  But the instrument originated in England, so...”  
“Right, yes, I understand that the piano originated in Italy, and 
we don’t have an ‘American Guild of Italian Piano Players...”

Food for thought: why don’t we have an American Guild of 
Italian Piano Players?  Hmmmm...

The most important reason, I believe, is the incorporation of 
the word “musician” into our name.  While other instruments’ 
guilds don’t use this word, it’s largely because they don’t 
need to: the world accepts players, directors and composers 
of “mainstream” instruments as “legitimate” musicians.  But 
with our unique instrument, most people’s exposure is very 
limited.  They only know handbells as a cute little novelty 
played by little old church ladies at Christmas time, and only 
have heard the easiest of repertoire.

Now, before I get angry letters from old church ladies who 
only play at Christmas time (hmmm, at least I might actually 
get a letter to publish that way!), let me say that there’s 
nothing wrong with easy repertoire, Christmas music on bells, 
or little old church ladies (especially little old church ladies!).  
But if that’s the only thing people know about our instrument, 
well, it’d be like having never heard a top-notch string 
orchestra, and thinking that the extent of a violin’s musical 
contribution was that which you hear on day 1 of first-grade 
violin class.  (Eek!)  Again, nothing wrong with that (we all 
have to start somewhere, and those first-graders can play violin 
better than I can!), but we need to get our art at the advanced 
level in front of people so that they can appreciate that the 
beginning-level music is simply a precursor of what’s to come.

So what’s to come, fellow musicians?  Time will tell.  But as we 
move ahead, let’s keep giving our very best.  Raise the bar! 
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LETTERS: WHO???
by Michael J. Glasgow • michael@michaeljglasgow.com

 

Sunday, November 27 – 6:00 pm 
Chestnut Memorial  

United Methodist Church 
Newport News, VA 23601 

Sunday, December 4 – 4:00 pm 
Wycliffe Presbyterian Church  

Virginia Beach, VA 23454 

Saturday, December 10 – 7:00 pm 
Reformation Lutheran Church  

Newport News, VA 23602 

Saturday, December 17 – 7:00 pm 
Old Donation Episcopal Church 

Virginia Beach, VA 23455  

Sunday, December 18 – 4:00 pm 
Blessed Sacrament Roman Catholic Church 

Norfolk, VA 23505 
 

Virginia Handbell Consort  

Directed by Alan D. Reese 

presents its 

2011 Holiday Concert Series: 

For more information and updates to schedule call 757-456-1312 or visit www.virginiahandbellconsort.com 

A Wesleyan Christmas 

Featuring Wesleyan Singers, Virginia Wesleyan 

College Choir, and Virginia Handbell Consort 

Friday, December 2 – 7:30 pm 
Saturday, December 3 – 7:30 pm 

Hofheimer Theatre, Virginia Wesleyan College 

Norfolk/Virginia Beach, VA 23502 

For advance reservations call 757-455-2101 

http://www.virginiahandbellconsort.com/
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Heaven (continued from page 12) 
group has developed a strong desire to share healing, hope, 
joy and gratitude with others, whether they are bereaved 
parents or not.  

The group is an official non-profit organization so funding and 
personnel present the biggest challenges.  There is always a 
need for permanent “subs” who are willing to practice with 
the group and step 
in when needed for 
performances.  And 
of course, donations 
are always welcome.  
With two to three 
months’ notice, the 
group welcomes 
the opportunity to 
play for events.  A 
small honorarium is 
requested.

To read more, visit 
musicmadeinheaven.org.  The article in Overtones can be 
found there, and includes a list of the inscriptions at that point 
in time.

To learn more about participating as a ringer, a substitute, 
a supporter or scheduling a performance, contact Elizabeth 
Barnes at ebarnes885@aol.com or at MusicMIH@aol.com.

Life seems to deliver “coincidences.” Elizabeth spoke of her 
daughter who died in 1989 when a vicious tornado ripped 
through north Raleigh, NC. I remembered that time as I 
lived three blocks from the storm’s path and six blocks from 
Elizabeth.  I had just fallen asleep 15 minutes before the 
storm roared through, hearing nothing. The next day revealed 
devastating news; two children had perished. And out of the 
blackness and void came light and joy. 

Our unusual instrument united people, healed, educated, 
entertained, and brought opportunities.  Music Made In 
Heaven was born.  We, too, can rejoice in the short lives of 
these children and be thankful for their lasting legacy. 

I want to hear about your successes and even your “not-so-
successes.” Let’s sow and grow, share and care. Be thankful for 
each other and our talents. What opportunities await you?

CONNECT WITH 
THE COMMUNITY
online handbell resources

CLICK HERE
to check out Area 3 on

http://www.rr.org/
http://www.handbellmusicians.org/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EJM0ITFVo3E
https://www.facebook.com/groups/90491126540/

