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President’s Message

NAVY LEAGUE NEWS
F O R T  L A U D E R D A L E  C O U N C I L
December 2020

In This Issue...

I would like to express my deep 
gratitude to all our members for their 
encouragement and to all of the 
officers and board members during 
this year of COVID-19. 

Last month was our first Navy 
League Hybrid Dinner Meeting via 
Zoom. We were honored to have 
RDML Scott Sciretta, USN, Deputy 

Director, Joint Inter-Agency Task Force-South presenting 
LIVE from Key West via Zoom. His presentation was 
highly informative and kept the audience engaged.

The board and members have been hard at work this 
entire year on our Sea Cadet Building Fund Capital 
Campaign. We continue to ask you to invest in the future 
of our youth by supporting us and attending all our future 
fundraising events. If you or your organization would like 
to make a tax-deductible donation before the end of the 
year, you can find information in this newsletter. Thank 
you!

We hope to see all our members and guests at our 
annual Holiday Dinner Meeting on Wednesday, December 
16th, at 6 PM at the Coral Ridge Yacht Club. We will be 
collecting “Toys for Tots”, so please bring an unwrapped 
toy! Our guest speaker will be  LCDR Jane Sarnecky, 
USCG, Commanding Officer of our adopted USCG Cutter 
Richard Etheridge (WPC-1102). She will be joining us 
in person!  Members can attend in person or via Zoom. 
During our dinner meeting, our new 2021 Slate of Officers 
will be installed. 

Thank you to all our members for your continued support 
of our men and women in uniform.

I want to wish everyone a Happy Hanukkah and a Merry 
Christmas to you and your family.

SEMPER FIDELIS: “Always Faithful”
Abiud “Abi” Montes
President
Fort Lauderdale Council
Navy League of the United States
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deceMber birtHdaYs

Norene Keyser 12/3
James McStravick 12/3
Maria Hernandez 12/10
Jon Kotler 12/16

gUest sPeaker at OUr deceMber 16tH dinner Meeting
Lcdr jane sarneckY, Uscg

cOMManding OFFicer, Uscgc ricHard etHeridge (WPc 1102)

LCDR Jane Sarnecky assumed command of the CGC RICHARD ETHERIDGE (WPC 
1102), homeported in Miami, FL in July 2019.  She leads a crew of 3 officers and 20 
enlisted members in carrying out humanitarian service engagements and the Coast 
Guard’s missions of Search and Rescue, Alien Migrant and narcotics interdiction in the 
Florida Straits and Caribbean.  

Jane’s previous assignments include Deck Watch Officer onboard Coast Guard 
Cutters POLAR SEA and ACTIVE, and deployment to the Deep Water Horizon oil spill 
response.  Following assignment as executive officer onboard USCGC FARALLON in 
San Juan, Puerto Rico, she served as a legislative fellow and policy advisor to Senator 
Roger Wicker (R-MS) from 2014-2016.  As the Chief of Incident Management for Coast 
Guard Sector St. Petersburg from 2017-2019, she managed 5 Coast Guard small boat 
search and rescue stations, all hazard and pollution response and enforcement activities 
for the west coast of Florida.

Jane is a 2010 graduate of the Coast Guard Academy with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Government.  Her 
personal awards include three Coast Guard Commendation Medals and an Achievement Medal. 

Jane is a native of Naples, FL, a member of the Junior League of Miami, and an active mentor.  She enjoys running, 
cooking, and spending time with her fiancé. 

Marissa Aquino 12/28
Jesse Vance 12/28
Jorge Ocon 12/29
Hank Pownall 12/30

Our next in-person/hybrid Navy League Dinner Meeting will be Wednesday, December 16th, 6pm at the Coral Ridge 
Yacht Club (7pm for Zoom Participants). This will be our annual Holiday Meeting and Toys for Tots Drive. Please bring an 
unwrapped toy! Our in-person guest speaker will be, LCDR Jane Sarnecky, USCG, Commanding Officer of our adopted 
ship, the USCGC Richard Etheridge. If you cannot attend in person, we hope you will join us via Zoom. It is easy and fun!  

Join Zoom Meeting:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88058753225 
Meeting ID: 880 5875 3225  

One tap mobile +13126266799,,88058753225# US
If you need help with Zoom, please feel free to contact me personally. I will be happy to talk you through it. 

Elaine Nasta, Secretary, NLUS Fort Lauderdale
Elaine.nasta@gmail.com

Cell: 954-554-6688

Please bring an unwrapped gift for our
 Holiday Toys For Tots Drive



Marine Gunnery Sgt. John L. Canley fought off multiple attacks as 
his company moved into Hue City, the heaviest of urban fighting the 
Corps would see in Vietnam.

After his commanding officer was severely wounded he took 
command and led the company into that hellscape. Over three days 
Canley led attacks on multiple fortified positions, exposing himself 
repeatedly to enemy fire while carrying wounded Marines to safety.

In 2018, a half-century after those fateful days in 1968, Canley, then 
a retired sergeant major, was awarded the Medal of Honor.

Retired Maj. James Capers Jr. smiles after a plaque was unveiled in 
his honor in his hometown of Bishopville, South Carolina, at the town’s 
Memorial Park, Aug. 29, 2020. Capers is the first black Marine to command a reconnaissance company. (Staff Sgt. Erik 
Estrada/Marine Corps)

Marines headed to battle in the near future will carry his name with them as the Navy announced in mid-November 
that an Expeditionary Sea Base-6, or ESB-6, class ship will be named in his honor.

“Sgt. Maj. Canley embodies the spirit of honor, courage and commitment,” Commandant of the Marine Corps Gen. 
David H. Berger said in a press release. “Sgt. Maj. Canley represents a generation of Marines who have sacrificed and 
fought for our way of life. His actions in Vietnam forever changed the lives of so many Marines around him. His legacy 
will continue to live on.”

The ESB ship class is used through a range of military operations supporting multiple operational phases, similar to 
the Expeditionary Transfer Dock (ESD) class.

As a mobile sea base, the ships are part of the critical access infrastructure that supports the deployment of forces and 
supplies to provide prepositioned equipment and sustainment with flexible distribution, according to a Navy statement.

Secretary of the Navy Kenneth J. Braithwaite announced the naming honor Tuesday, Nov. 10, on the Marine Corps’ 
birthday.

“ESB vessels will deploy Marines of the future carrying the name of Marines of the past,” said Braithwaite. “They are 
leaders who truly embodies our core values of honor, courage and commitment, and the future crew of USS John L. 
Canley, both sailors and Marines, will carry on his legacy, character and professionalism throughout the lifespan of this 
vessel.”

Canley’s honor resides in good company. The Navy has named three other ESBs for legendary Marines.
Those include the USS Lewis B. Puller, ESB 3, named for the late Lt. Gen. Lewis Burwell “Chesty” Puller, who fought 

in engagements from counter-guerilla campaigns in the early 20th century to leading troops in iconic fights such as the 
Battle of Chosin Reservoir in the Korean War.

Puller was awarded the Navy Cross five times in his career along with the Bronze and Silver Star medals and other 
valor decorations.

ESB 4 was named for retired Chief Warrant Officer 4 Hershel W. “Woody” Williams, who received the Medal of Honor 
for his actions during the Battle of Iwo Jima in World War II.

Then-Cpl. Williams landed with his fellow Marines on Iwo Jima on Feb. 21, 1945. In two days of fighting his unit was 
pinned down and he and other Marines fought their way to an enemy pillbox, improvising a weapon using an explosive 
charge attached to a pole to reach the pillbox opening.

Everyone in the group except Williams was wounded or killed as the advanced on the position.
Williams arrived at the pillbox, shoved a flamethrower inside the opening and killed all of the enemy soldiers inside. He 

then returned to his comrades, refueled the flamethrower and went on to destroy multiple remaining enemy pillboxes.
And finally, ESB 5 was recently named for the late Lance Cpl. Miguel Keith.
Keith was awarded the Medal of Honor for actions he took on May 8, 1970, in the Quang Ngai Province of South 

Vietnam.
Though seriously wounded during a heavy ground attack by an enemy force that outnumbered his platoon, Keith 

ran across “fire-swept terrain to check the security of vital defense positions and then, while completely exposed to 
view, proceeded to deliver a hail of devastating machine gun fire against the enemy.” He rushed forward against five 
advancing enemy soldiers, firing as he went. He killed three of the five and the other two dispersed during his withering 
attack. But, a grenade detonated near him, further injuring Keith. Keith continued to brave enemy fire, again charging, 
this time against an estimated 25 soldiers massing to attack. He killed four of the 25, forcing the rest to flee for cover. 
During the firefight Keith was mortally wounded.
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neW naVY sHiP tO be naMed FOr VietnaM Marine
 MedaL OF HOnOr reciPient

Marine gUnnerY sgt. jOHn L. canLeY
by todd south



VieW FrOM tHe bridge
nOVeMber 2020
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Despite all the COVID restrictions, we were able to 
conduct two in-person drills in the past month and turnout 
was excellent. It is encouraging to see the excitement 
among our cadets to be back together again with friends 
who share their interest in this unique experience. Once 
again, we are restricted from holding any in-person 
training locally through the 15th of January. Our adult 
staff has been key in maintaining contact with the cadets 
and keeping them focused during difficult times. 

Over the past several months, our cadets have shown 
they are still committed to the program by signing up 
for trainings that will allow them to advance in rank.  
While most of these have been virtual, cadets are still 
required to meet grooming standards and dress in the 
appropriate uniform. Several have signed up for winter 
break training, mostly virtual, but at least one of our 
younger cadets will attend Recruit Training in Jacksonville. 

The cadets are particularly excited to receive the new Navy Type III uniform that we began issuing in November. While 
we are still waiting for backorder shipments from headquarters, we hope to have all our cadets outfitted with the new 
uniforms by early next year.  

LCDR Starr participated in the City of Sunrise, Veteran’s Day Podcast Ceremony recognizing all who served. This 
special tribute to Veterans featured distinguished speakers, the presentation of colors, and more. The recording of the 
podcast can be viewed here https://bit.ly/37G3alr

We would like to express our thanks to Gary Pirtle for arranging temporary use of the VFW for our Saturday drills and 
for donating the use of air-conditioned storage for the furnishings and other contents of the Sea Cadet building while the 
new facility is under construction. Demolition is scheduled to commence before the end the year and we look forward to 
a new modern, expanded training center that will be ready for our cadets by mid-summer. 

ENS Elaine Nasta, NSCC
Regional Admin Officer
for LCDR Alan Starr, NSCC



On November 18th we held our first in-person/hybrid Navy League 
Dinner Meeting at the Coral Ridge Yacht Club. We had 16 council 
members in attendance, wearing masks and practicing social distancing. 
We were treated to a plated steak dinner as we enjoyed the presentation, 
via Zoom, from our guest speaker, RDML Michael “Scott” Sciretta, USN, 
Deputy Commander, Joint Interagency Task Force-South, U.S. Southern 
Command (JIATF-South). Additional Council Members and Sea Cadets, 
who were unable to attend in person, also joined us via Zoom.  Our 
sincere thanks to RDML Sciretta for staying late at the office and giving up 
his evening. He gave an excellent and informative presentation about the 
operations of JIATF-South. 

All in attendance, both in-person and virtually, were able to see the 
Admiral and his presentation and the Admiral could see all of us! The 
presentation was followed by questions from both audiences. 

nOVeMber 18tH dinner Meeting
gUest sPeaker rdML MicHaeL “scOtt” sciretta, Usn, 

dePUtY cOMMander, jOint interagencY task FOrce-sOUtH,
U.s. sOUtHern cOMMand
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RDML Sciretta, via Zoom

RDML Scott and Mrs. Sharon Sciretta

Fort Lauderdale Council Hybrid Dinner Meeting, Coral Ridge Yacht Club



CAPITAL CAMPAIGN FOR THE , iiff.! 

MARY N. PORTER 
SEA CADET TRAINING CENTER 

o O O O 0

BUILDING 
LEADERS BEGINS WITH YOU. 

A capital campaign to fund the construction of the Mary N. Porter 
Sea Cadet Training Center 
__ Yes, I want to support the Capital Campaign to build a new Sea Cadet Training Center in 

Fort Lauderdale. My gift will enable the Navy League of the U.S. to provide a home for 
excellent youth programs that foster leadership, academic skills and civic responsibility. 

__ Please contact me about naming opportunities at the new Mary N. Porter Sea Cadet 
Training Center. 

I would like to make a one-time tax-deductible contribution in the amount of: 

e $100 e $500 • $1,000 e $5,000 e $10,000 e $25,000 e $50,000 e Other
Make check payable to the Novy League of the United States - Fort Lauderdale Council.

Fill out the form below if you are paying with a credit card. Contributions are tax deductible as provided by law. 

Credit Card _Visa _ MasterCard _ American Express I would like to make the following pledge: 

Card# _________________ _ Name (as you would like to be recognized) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ 

Exp. Date ____ _ Security Code ______ _ 
In honor of _________________ _ 

In memory of ________________ _ 
Name on Card ________________ _ 

$ is enclosed. 
Signature __________________ _ 

Address ____________________ _ 
Total amount of $ to be paid as follows: 

Amount$ on (date) 
City __________ _ State __ Zip ____ _ 

Amount$ on (date) 
Phone _________ _ Email _________ _ Amount$ on (date) 

Signature ______________________ _ Amount$ on (date) 

NAVY LEAGUE OF THE UNITED STATES - FORT LAUDERDALE COUNCIL 
P.O. Box 350625 I Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33335-0625 I 954.522.8995 I seacadetbuilding@gmail.com 

www.FTLNavyLeague.org I www.FTLSeaCadets.org 

THE NAVY LEAGUE OF THE UNITED STATES - FORT LAUDERDALE COUNCIL, FOUNDED IN 1959, IS RECOGNIZED BY THE INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE AS A 501 (c)(3) 
CHARITABLE ORGANIZATION. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL REGISTRATION AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES 

BY CALLING TOLL FREE WITHIN THE STATE, 800-435-7352. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE. 
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American Hero Mortgage is a company that affiliates with realtors, lenders and other real estate-related service 
providers who offer rebates and discounts to the Heroes who serve our nation and its communities every  day.

Real Savings & Rewards For Our Nation’s Heroes 

CALL US TODAY
754•202•4376
CALL US TODAY
754•202•4376

·No Mortgage Insurance
·100% Financing
·$0 Lender Fees

Consolidate your credit card debt  
or make home improvements

WWW.AMERICANHEROMORTGAGE.COM 12323 SW 55TH AVE #1002, COOPER CITY, FL 33330  NMLS #360691

BUYING•SELLING•REFINANCINGBUYING•SELLING•REFINANCING

Contact me today to discuss your housing 
options as a military service member. 

As an MRP, I can help with:
Quick relocations

VA financing

Military benefits

BAH rates

VA loan limits

Military processes and procedures

Contact me today! 

Morris Newman, MRP
United Realty Group 
newman183@aol.com 

954.806.3677

Contact me today to discuss your housing 
options as a military service member.

Hello, I am your Military Relocation Professional.

 



NAVY LEAGUE NEWS – 8

Gary Pirtle Realtor
Website:  WWW.GARYPIRTLE.COM
Facebook:  Gary Pirtle Realtor
Cell:  954-658-7128
gary.Pirtle@floridamoves.com

Coldwell Banker Commercial Real Estate Associate
Residential Real Estate Palm Beach and Broward Counties

Military Relocation Professional • Hometown for Heroes Specialist
Retired Navy – SEABEES CAN DO



President: Abiud Montes
1st Vice President: Dave Warkentien

2nd Vice President: Alan Starr
3rd Vice President: Barbara Kelleher

Treasurer: Alan Stotsky
Secretary: Krystina Visage  

NAVY LEAGUE NEWS – 9

FOrt LaUderdaLe cOUnciL
2020 OFFicers

editOriaL staFF

bOard OF directOrs Meeting

generaL MeMbersHiP Meeting

Lynn Drucker, Editor

Jim Black

Elaine Hogg

Elaine Nasta

Rudy Oetting

Oscar Romano

visit us on the web at   www.ftlnavyleague.org

cOMMUnitY aFFiLiates

T  954.462.4488 ext .224  •   FX  954.462.5588

Gold Coast • Boca Life • The Palm Beacher • Jupiter Magazine • Stuart Magazine
Miami Design • Broward Design • Palm Beach Design • Boca Design

800 E. Broward Boulevard, Suite 610, Fort Lauderale, FL 33301

M E D I A  G R O U P

Courtney Hammond, Account Executive
Cell: 954.657.3317

courtney@gulfstreammediagroup.com

5700 Griffin Road, Suite 200
Davie, Florida 33314

Main Line: 954.797.0410
Cell: 954.658.7128
Direct Fax: 954.797.0549
Gary@PirtleConstruction.com

www.PirtleConstruction.com

Offices located in Broward, Dade & Palm Beach

CGC 001110

Gary Pirtle, LEEDAP
AssistantVice President

Wednesday, January 6, 2021
at 3:30 PM

Virtual BOD Meeting via Zoom
Join Zoom Meeting

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81857350911
Meeting ID: 818 5735 0911

Wednesday, December 16, 2020
Coral Ridge Yacht Club

2800 Yacht Club Blvd. • Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304
6-7 PM Cocktails • 7-9 PM Dinner

RSVP Required! Limited Seating!
No later than noon, Monday prior to the meeting.

Call 954-522-8995 or Online at www.ftlnavyleague.org/events
Virtual Meeting starts at 7:00 PM via Zoom 

Join Zoom Meeting:  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88058753225 
Meeting ID: 880 5875 3225  

One tap mobile +13126266799,,88058753225# US


