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The Illinois General Assembly convened in Springfield this week to wrap up the final 

week of the 2021 fall veto session.  While the first week of veto session was relatively 

quiet with a light workload – the second week of veto session was the complete 

opposite.  Lawmakers worked long hours and approved many of their top legislative 

priorities, including approval of the new congressional map (HB 1291), repeal of the 

Parental Notice of Abortion Act (HB 370) and legislation clarifying the intent of the 

Health Care Right of Conscience Act (SB 1169).  Lawmakers also debated legislation of 

particular interest to the Illinois construction industry including approval of the 

Reimagining Electric Vehicles in Illinois Act (HB 1769).  However, the most concerning 

issue to IMSCA this week was legislation seeking to amend the Wage Payment and 

Collection Act (HB 3293). 

 

On Wednesday morning (October 27th) an unexpected amendment was filed to HB 

3293 (Sen. Castro/Rep. Gong-Gershowitz); which sought to hold general contractors 

and subcontractors liable for wage claims at any tier on a private construction project.  

This legislation is an initiative of the Mid-America Carpenters Regional Council and is 

supported by the IL AFL-CIO. IMSCA strongly opposed HB 3293 as amended due to 

the negative impact it would have on the Illinois construction industry.  While the 

proponents of the legislation argued the bill was aimed at protecting workers from wage 

theft, IMSCA quickly identified many potential unintended consequences of the 

legislation, including:  

 

• Shifting the responsibility of wage payments by subcontractors several tiers 

down the line to general contractors, will encourage general contractors to 

require contractual indemnification from first tier subcontractors – resulting in a 

significant increase of necessary paperwork. 

• In an effort to limit their liability, general contractors may be incentivized to self-

perform more work and not hire subcontractors – resulting in diminished project 

and employment opportunities for subcontractors. 

• Creates a barrier of entry for small businesses by encouraging general 

contractors to work with more financially established companies. 



• Litigation between general contractors and subcontractors at various tiers over 

who has the liability of wage claimants would increase - ultimately leading to 

higher construction costs. 

 

HB 3293 as amended was approved by the Senate the very same day it was 

introduced, and arrived in the House on Thursday (October 28th).  This legislation was 

approved by the House Executive Committee and sent to the House floor for 

consideration later that evening.  However, the Illinois General Assembly adjourned 

without passing the bill.  HB 3293 awaits a concurrence vote in the House, and it will 

likely be addressed when legislators return to Springfield in January.  IMSCA plans to 

continue working closely with our colleagues in the construction and business industries 

to continue our opposition efforts.  IMSCA would like to thank everyone who responded 

to our Call to Action on this very important issue. 

 

Governor Pritzker unveiled a package of tax credits and incentives aimed at kickstarting 

the electric vehicle industry in Illinois.  HB 1769 (Sen. Stadelman/Rep. Vella), also 

known as the Reimagining Electric Vehicles in Illinois (REV) Act provides tax credits 

for large business development, and allows businesses to claim some income tax 

withholdings attributed to new employees.  In addition, the legislation provides for 

construction job credits for building facilities, creates a streamlined permitting process 

and establishes a state government procurement price preference for electric vehicles 

built in Illinois.  HB 1769 was approved in both chambers with overwhelming bi-partisan 

support. 

 

HB 594 (Senate Majority Leader Lightford/House Assistant Majority Leader 

Hoffman) also received approval this week.  This legislation contains a series of sunset 

extensions, including the renewal of the Capital Development Board’s current statutory 

authority to use the single prime delivery method through 2024.  As a reminder, the 

current statute states “the CDB shall not use the single prime delivery method for more 

than 50% of the total number of projects bid for each fiscal year”.   

 

Lawmakers spent many hours debating the proposed congressional maps drawn by the 

Democratic majority this week.  Internal disagreements and opposition to the new maps 

within the House Democratic caucus nearly sidelined the approval of the maps – and 

many insiders believed approval of the maps would be pushed back until January.  The 

maps were revised several times this week, and the fourth version of the plan, HB 1291 

(Senate President Harmon/Assistant Majority Leader Hernandez), was approved 

early Friday morning (October 29th).    

 



The Democratic majority also approved controversial measures that were top priorities 

of Governor Pritzker this week. HB 370 (Sen. Sims/Rep. Moeller) repeals Illinois’ 

parental notification law for minors under 17 seeking an abortion.  The Parental Notice 

of Abortion Act (PNA) has long been a target of pro-choice groups for repeal. 

 

In response to the continued debate and struggles over COVID-19 vaccine mandates, 

the Democratic majority also approved SB 1169 (Senate President Harmon/Assistant 

Majority Leader Gabel); which proponents argue clarifies the intent of the Health Care 

Right of Conscience Act (HCRCA).  The HCRCA was originally intended to protect 

healthcare providers from any consequences for refusing to perform services they 

objected to providing, such as abortions and contraception.  However, the law is being 

used by employees who work in settings with mandated COVID-19 vaccinations 

including schools, hospitals, nursing homes, police and firefighters to avoid vaccine 

mandates and evade regular COVID-19 testing.  The language approved this week 

provides that it is not a violation of the HCRCA for any person or public official, or for 

any public or private association, agency, corporation, entity, institution or employer to 

take measures or impose requirements intended to prevent the transmission of the 

COVID-19 virus. 

 

Legislators are scheduled to return to Springfield on January 4th to start the spring 2022 

legislative session. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this information, please do not hesitate to contact 

Jessica Newbold Hoselton by calling 217.523.4361 or by email at 

jnewbold@boldnewstrat.com. 
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