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The Illinois General Assembly convened in Springfield for week 1 of the fall veto session 

this week.  Legislative action was very light, and lawmakers left town a day early after 

legislative leaders in both chambers canceled the Thursday (October 21st) session day.  

This week’s light workload is an indication that next week will likely be a flurry of 

legislative activity.  Many large legislative items remain on the veto session agenda 

including a vote on the newly released congressional maps, a possible repeal of the 

Parental Notice of Abortion Act and changes to the Health Care Right of Conscience 

Act.  These items are top priorities for Democratic leadership, including Governor 

Pritzker, and will likely see substantive action when legislators return to Springfield next 

week.   

 

The proposed congressional maps drawn by Illinois Democrats were released on 

Friday, October 15th.  The new maps were met with swift pushback by both Republicans 

and some Democrats.  Under the newly proposed maps, Republicans may lose 1 to 2 

United States Congressional seats.  Some democratic voters including those on the 

south side of Chicago voiced opposition to the proposed maps arguing that some 

districts aren’t “democratic-leaning” enough and will “dilute” their representation in 

Washington.  It is likely changes will be made to the draft released last week, however, 

the maps are expected to maintain Democratic advantage and will eliminate at least one 

(maybe two) Republican-held districts.  The Illinois General Assembly is expected to 

approve new congressional maps next week.  As a reminder, Illinois currently has 18 

seats in the United States House of Representatives.  However, Illinois is losing one 

congressional seat due to population loss, according to the 2020 census. 

 

In other map-related news, the legislative re-districting map approved by the Illinois 

General Assembly in May was ruled unconstitutional by a three-judge federal court 

panel this week.  You may recall the maps approved in May were based on population 

estimates rather than census data.  Democrats passed new legislative re-districting 

maps based on census data in September.  While the federal court judges are allowing 

the amended September map to stand for now, those maps are also being challenged 

in court by Republicans, the Mexican American Legal Defense and Education Fund, 

and the NAACP in East St. Louis who is alleging racial bias in the September map. 

 



Governor Pritzker recently announced his support of repealing Illinois’ parental 

notification law for minors under 17 seeking an abortion.  While the law was passed in 

1995, it didn’t go into effect until 2013 after the Illinois Supreme Court ruled the law was 

constitutional.  The Parental Notice of Abortion Act has long been a target of pro-choice 

groups for repeal.  Illinois Democrats have enough votes in the Illinois General 

Assembly to repeal the law if they decide to do so.  Pro-choice advocacy groups are 

pushing hard for the repeal in response to pushback of the recent Texas abortion law.  

 

In response to the continued debate and struggles over COVID-19 vaccine mandates, 

Governor Pritzker has also voiced his support for legislation seeking to clarify the intent 

of the Health Care Right of Conscience Act (HCRCA).  Across the state, employees 

who work in settings with mandated COVID-19 vaccinations including schools, 

hospitals, nursing homes, police and firefighters – are citing legal protections included in 

the HCRCA as a valid exemption for vaccine refusal and to avoid regular testing 

requirements.  Section 5 of the statute prohibits discrimination against any who 

exercises their conscience when refusing health services.  In addition, the statute also 

defines “conscience” as “a sincerely held set of moral convictions arising from belief in 

and relation to God, or which, though not so derived, arises from a place in the life of its 

possessor parallel to that filled by God among adherents to religious faiths”. 

 

Governor Pritzker and others who support clarifying the intent of the HCRCA argue the 

law was originally written to protect healthcare providers from any consequences for 

refusing to perform services they objected to providing, such as abortions and 

contraception.  Governor Pritzker has stated publicly the HCRCA was “never intended 

to allow people to avoid public health guidance during a global pandemic”.  Even if the 

Illinois General Assembly approves changes to the HRCA next week, it is likely legal 

challenges to COVID vaccine mandates will continue. 

 

Legislators are scheduled to return to Springfield next week to wrap-up the final week of 

the fall veto session.  While the legislative items outlined in this report are not specific to 

the Illinois construction industry, IMSCA will continue to keep a watchful eye on any 

issues that might arise that are of importance to IMSCA’s members. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this information, please do not hesitate to contact 

Jessica Newbold Hoselton by calling 217.523.4361 or by email at 

jnewbold@boldnewstrat.com. 
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