
 

Legislative Update – September 1, 2021 

 

The Illinois General Assembly convened in Springfield for a one-day special session this week.  

The intended purpose of the special session was to pass a “do-over” of the legislative maps that 

were approved by the Democratic-majority this spring and signed into law this summer.  The 

previously approved maps needed to be changed due to the recent release of the official census 

data.  However, in addition to addressing issues with the legislative maps, lawmakers also used 

the one-day session as an opportunity to continue their efforts to approve a massive clean 

energy bill that has been hotly negotiated throughout the spring and summer months. 

 

The Illinois Senate Democrats have taken the lead on negotiating the energy omnibus bill for 

nearly two years, and Governor Pritzker has been eager to take over the process.  This has led 

to conflict between the Governor and Senate President Harmon; which ultimately aided in the 

failure of the previous two attempts to pass comprehensive energy policy this year.  Despite the 

ongoing tension between Senate President Harmon and Governor Pritzker, the Illinois Senate 

succeeded in approving SB 18 this week with bi-partisan support.  Senate President Harmon 

stated SB 18 will make Illinois the “epicenter of the green economy”.  In addition, Senator Mike 

Hastings (Chair – Senate Energy and Public Utilities Committee) stated the provisions included 

in SB 18 will amount to “one of the most sweeping investments that our country has ever seen 

in renewable energy resources.”   

 

While the approval of SB 18 by the Illinois Senate is a step in the right direction for the state’s 

energy package – the bill still has major hurdles to cross before it becomes law.  President 

Harmon effectively punted the issue to the Illinois House for continued negotiations.  House 

Speaker Welch has closely aligned himself with Governor Pritzker throughout the energy 

negotiations.  Speaker Welch has consistently maintained that he will not ask his chamber to 

vote on an energy bill that will ultimately be vetoed by the Governor.  Upon the Illinois Senate’s 

approval of SB 18, Governor Pritzker stated his desire to continue working with members of the 

Illinois House to finalize an energy package that puts “consumers and the climate first”.  

Governor Pritzker specifically wants the House to continue negotiating language that will ensure 

that Prairie State Generating Company and City, Water, Light and Power closure in 2045 

includes specific interim emissions reductions, and that the two coal-fired plants aren’t allowed 

to continue polluting without restrictions. 

 

As currently drafted, SB 18 includes the following provisions: 

 

• Aims to put 1 million electric vehicles on Illinois roads over the next nine years; 

• Transition Illinois to a 100% clean energy sector by 2050; 

• Shutter private, for-profit coal powered plants that generate more than 25 megawatts of 

electric generating units by 2030; 



• Close municipally-owned coal-fired power plants and natural gas power plants by 2045; 

• Includes $694 million in taxpayer funds for Exelon to allow its carbon-free nuclear power 

plants in Byron, Dresden and Braidwood to remain open; 

• $280.5 million in grants for the Coal to Solar Energy Storage Initiative Fund; 

• $203 million in annual grants for various wind, solar, and clean jobs initiatives; 

• $140 million for the Energy Transition Assistance Fund; 

• $14 million in new annual spending for regulatory agencies; and 

• Allows the state to spend $10 million each year on purchasing electric vehicles to 

upgrade the government fleet. 

 

It is estimated SB 18 will raise the average residential monthly electric rates by 3 percent, 

commercial rates by 5 percent, and industrial rates by 7 percent.  Ultimately, it is up to Governor 

Pritzker and Speaker Welch to finalize the energy package with additional amendments and 

send it back to the Senate for a concurrence vote.  It is rumored this work will be completed in 

the next couple of weeks, and the legislature may return to Springfield to approve a final 

package.  However, we have seen the energy negotiations fall apart twice already – so we will 

stay tuned to this issue.   

 

In addition to the continued energy negotiations, the Democratic majority also approved SB 927 

(Sen. Harmon/Rep. Hernandez), a “do-over” of the legislative re-districting maps that were 

approved last spring.  HB 2777; which was signed into law on June 4th prompted lawsuits from 

the Illinois Republican Party and the Mexican American Legal Defense and Educational Fund (a 

Latino civil rights organization).  The lawsuits were filed based on the argument that the maps 

were unconstitutional because there were based on population estimates from the American 

Community Survey rather than the 2020 census data.  The Democratic majority used the 

population estimates due to the delayed release of the 2020 census data as a result of the 

pandemic.  Democrats opted to use the American Community Survey in order to meet the June 

30 deadline set in the state constitution; otherwise, an avenue would have presented itself for 

the Republicans to participate in the map making process.  With the new census data released 

in August, Democratic leaders called legislators back to Springfield for a special session to pass 

new maps.  Democrats hope this move will ensure they continue to control the process.  SB 927 

was passed by both chambers this week despite continued objections from Republicans and 

community groups.  It is expected Governor Pritzker will sign SB 927 into law.  It is also highly 

likely that additional lawsuits will be filed. 

 

Also this week, Illinois House Democrats failed to approve Governor Prtizker’s amendatory veto 

to the ethics bill, SB 539 that passed with bi-partisan support this spring.  Governor Pritzker 

stated he supports the legislation, but wanted to see a change in language dealing with the 

Office of the Executive Inspector General.  The Senate approved the Governor’s technical 

change unanimously, but the House was unable to reach the three-fifths majority vote needed 

for it to pass – due to the House Republicans removing their support for the bill, and not enough 

Democrats remained in the chamber to vote in favor of it.  SB 539 bans legislators from lobbying 

units of local government (with the exception of the City of Chicago), strengthens the Statement 

of Economic Interest form and includes a six-month “cooling off period” for legislators before 



they can become registered lobbyists.  SB 539 also bans fundraisers during session, and the 

day before and the day after scheduled session dates.  The Illinois House also plans to address 

this legislation when they return to Springfield. 

 

In addition to the brief August legislative session, many pieces of legislation received Governor 

Pritzker’s approval this summer.  Bills recently signed into law that are of importance to IMSCA 

members include: 

 

IMSCA’s legislative initiative, SB 2494 Amendment #1 (Sen. Villivalam/House Majority 

Leader Natalie Manley) extends a sunset provision in current law (P.A. 97-966) that allows the 

time a commercial construction project may last and still permit the filing of a mechanics lien 

from 3 to 5 years.  This law is set to expire on December 31, 2021.  SB 2494, seeks a 3-year 

sunset extension through 2024.  SB 2494 (P.A. 102-0563) was signed into law on August 20, 

2021.  

 

SB 166 House Amendment #2 (Sen. Scott Bennet/Rep. Sonya Harper) is a trailer bill to the 

Economic Access, Equity and Opportunity policy pillar that was passed during the January 2021 

Lame Duck session.  SB 166 is the result of negotiations between the Legislative Black Caucus, 

the Governor’s Office and the Department of Central Management Services.  This legislation 

includes clean-up language for the transition of the Business Enterprise Program to the newly 

created Commission on Equity and Inclusion.  This bill also includes language stating all goals 

for minority and women participation shall be based upon the results of the most recent disparity 

study conducted by the Department of Central Management Services; which is due to be issued 

by June 1, 2022.  SB 166 (P.A. 102-0029) was signed into law on June 25, 2021. 

 

SB 1767 (Sen. Belt/Rep. Greenwood) amends the Prevailing Wage Act to provide that the 

electronic database of certified payrolls must be searchable by the general public no later than 

January 1, 2022.  Senate Committee Amendment #1 specified that the data that must be 

searchable by the public includes each worker’s name, classification, skill level, gross wages 

paid in each pay period, number of hours worked each day, starting and ending times, and 

hourly wage rate.  In addition, Amendment #1 provided that the database shall be searchable by 

contractor name and project name and personal identifying information such as social security 

number, birthdate and address shall be redacted.  Due to privacy concerns raised by business 

groups and Republican legislators, Amendment #2 was adopted to remove the requirement that 

the data must be searchable by each worker’s name.  SB 1767 (P.A. 102-0332) was signed 

into law on August 6, 2021.  

 

SB 2459 (Sen. Villivalam/Rep. Buckner) amends the Electronic Commerce Security Act.  This 

legislation seeks to allow the Department of Transportation, Illinois State Toll Highway Authority 

and the Capital Development Board to accept the use of electronic signatures.  SB 2459 (P.A. 

102-0572) was signed into law on August 23, 2021. 

 

SB 1847 (Sen. Hunter/Rep. Harper) is a trailer bill to SB 1480; which was passed during the 

January 2021 Lame Duck session and signed into law in March.  SB 1847 House Amendment 



#1 amends the provisions of SB 1480 dealing with the newly required Equal Pay Certificate for 

Illinois businesses with 100 or more employees.  The Illinois Chamber reported the trailer bill 

addresses significant issues with the original language.  House Amendment #1 delays the date 

Illinois employers must apply for and obtain an equal pay certificate to between March 24, 2022 

and March 23, 2024.  The amendment also provides a time period to allow business owners to 

cure any deficiencies that may be found during the application process.  SB 1847 (P.A. 102-

0036) was signed into law on June 25, 2021. 

 

SB 2563 Amendment #2 (Sen. Bush/Rep. Rita) is the result of negotiations between the Mid-

West Truckers Association and the environmental proponents of SB 2563.  Amendment #2 

removes the troubling 5% opacity mandate language that was included in a previous 

amendment and tasks the Illinois Department of Transportation with conducting a diesel 

emissions opacity study.  The results of the study shall be made available to the public by 

September 15, 2022.  The Mid-West Truckers Association reported the agreement reached 

between interested parties is a significant improvement over the proponents’ initial ask and will 

eventually provide actual emissions data needed to discuss future changes to emissions 

statutes.  SB 2563 (P.A. 102-0566) was signed into law on August 20, 2021.  

 

HB 653 Amendment #1 (Rep. Avelar) sought to mandate groundwater monitoring at Clean Fill 

(CCDD) facilities.  IMSCA, along with many other construction industry associations opposed 

this legislation.  The Illinois Association of Aggregate Producers (IAAP) took the lead in 

negotiating a compromise agreement with the proponents of HB 653.  As a result, HB 653 as 

amended, guts the original bill and replaces it with an increase in tipping fees paid to the State 

by 40% (from 20 to 28 cents per cubic yard or 14 to 20 cents per ton) and tipping fees local 

governments may collect (currently only Will County) by 100% (from 10 to 20 cents per cubic 

yard or 7 to 14 cents per ton).  The IAAP reported the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency 

indicated that the additional fee revenue will allow them to hire two new inspectors to ensure 

they maintain their ability to adequately inspect facilities.  The intention of the fee increase for 

Will County is to help provide the resources needed to implement a broad-based voluntary 

testing program for existing residential water wells.  The fee increase takes effect January 1, 

2022.  In addition, the environmental groups and key legislators also agreed to a moratorium on 

new CCDD legislation for a couple of years.  HB 653 (P.A. 102-0271) was signed into law on 

August 6, 2021. 

 

While it is likely legislators will return to Springfield in the coming weeks to finalize the energy 

package and the ethics bill, a specific return date has not been scheduled.  IMSCA will continue 

to keep a watchful eye on these issues and more as negotiations continue.  As a reminder, 

IMSCA moved this summer.  Our new address is: 201 E. Adams Street, Suite 1A, Springfield, 

IL 62701.   

 

If you have any questions regarding this information, please do not hesitate to contact Jessica 

Newbold Hoselton by calling 217.523.4361 or by email at jnewbold@boldnewstrat.com. 
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