
 

Legislative Update - May 21, 2021 

 

The 2021 spring legislative session is scheduled to adjourn on May 31st.  While this date is 

quickly approaching, legislators spent very little time on chamber floors debating legislation 

during their time in Springfield this week.  Instead, lawmakers spent more time holding 

additional committee hearings.  Hundreds of bills are awaiting final action in both chambers.  In 

addition to needing time to debate the mountain of legislation awaiting final approval – there is 

also a long list of important issues that remain “up in the air”.  These issues include the FY 22 

budget, comprehensive energy policy, and re-districting.   

 

As previously reported, the United States Treasury Department’s “interim final rule” on how 

states can spend their allotted American Rescue Plan (ARP) funds threw a wrinkle in the FY 22 

budget negotiations.  House Majority Leader Greg Harris reiterated this week that lawmakers 

hoped some ARP funds could be used to pay back funds borrowed to cover costs associated 

with the COVID-19 pandemic.  The guidance issued by the U.S. Treasury specifically states re-

paying debts is not a permissible use of ARP funds.  Leader Harris stated lawmakers are 

working very closely with Governor Pritzker’s administration to devise a plan to make the state’s 

full repayments and close a nearly $2 billion budget hole using state resources.  As a reminder, 

Governor Pritzker outlined several tax policy changes this year to help shore up FY 22 budget 

deficits including reversing the phaseout of the state’s corporate franchise tax, eliminating a tax 

credit for companies who create construction jobs (Blue Color Jobs Act), capping a discount for 

retailers that collect state sales tax and ending the Manufacturers Purchase Credit.  Budget 

negotiations are ongoing, and those close to the process are providing very few details of what 

is being seriously considered in the final budget lawmakers hope to pass by May 31st.  

Legislators have less than two weeks to hammer out these details and IMSCA will be closely 

monitoring the budget negotiations as they continue. 

 

In addition to approving the FY 22 spending plan, adopting comprehensive energy policy this 

spring remains a top legislative priority.  There are multiple energy proposals floating around the 

General Assembly; including Governor Pritzker’s proposed Consumers and Climate First Act 

(SB 2896/HB 4074), the Clean Energy Jobs Act (SB 1718/HB 804) and the labor-supported 

Climate Jobs Illinois.  It is unlikely that any of these proposals will move forward “as-is”.  An 

energy policy “working group” is actively negotiating various details of these policy proposals. It 

is anticipated these negotiations will result in an energy omnibus bill, but the timing of when 

such a bill will be publicly available is unknown.  It was reported that negotiations were tense 

this week as Exelon demanded an increase in its annual subsidy and threatened to close two 

additional nuclear power plants in the coming months.  Governor Pritzker’s energy policy offers 

Exelon $70 million a year in subsidies, but the company presented language this week asking 

for $586 million.  Exelon failed to demonstrate to the working group why it needs so much 

additional ratepayer money, and the General Assembly is no longer willing to support such a 



subsidy without evidence demonstrating why it is necessary.  Protecting Illinois’ nuclear fleet is a 

priority of the legislature, and Exelon is suspected of trying to use this to their advantage.   

 

It was reported this week that Senate and House Democrats are inching closer to a map 

agreement.  The first draft of the new re-districting map may be released as soon as today.  

Democrats hold super-majorities in both chambers, so it is important to them that a new map is 

approved by the General Assembly by June 30th.  Otherwise, according to the constitution, there 

is an avenue for Republicans to participate in the map making process.  As the legislative 

adjournment date inches closer – a lot can happen.  The General Assembly has a history of 

proving last minute agreements can be reached when the clock is ticking.  It is apparent that a 

lot needs to happen next week in order for the FY 22 budget, energy policy and re-districting to 

make it across the finish line. 

 

Also this week, Governor Pritzker announced a $20.7 billion multi-year plan to improve Illinois’ 

roads and bridges over the next six years.  The FY 22-27 Proposed Highway Improvement 

Program aims to improve 2,779 miles of roads and 7.9 million square feet of bridges.  This 

commitment was made possible by the Rebuild Illinois program; which was approved by the 

General Assembly in 2019.  Governor Pritzker stated this multi-year program will create jobs 

and spur much needed economic growth.  

 

Legislation that received committee approval this week included Senate Joint Resolution 

Constitutional Amendment 11 (Sen. Villivalam) and House Joint Resolution Constitutional 

Amendment 34 (Rep. Evans).  These bills are constitutional amendments banning local “right 

to work” zones.  Both bills are labor initiatives and were approved in committee with bi-partisan 

support.  It is expected these measures will be approved by the full General Assembly and 

Governor Pritzker.  If approved, voters will have the opportunity to vote on this ballot initiative in 

the 2022 General Election.   

 

Many pieces of legislation on IMSCA’s bill list are awaiting final approval, including IMSCA’s 

legislative initiative, SB 2494 (Sen. Villivalam/House Majority Leader Natalie Manley).  SB 

2494 Amendment #1 seeks to extend a sunset provision in current law (P.A. 97-966) that allows 

the time a commercial construction project may last and still permit the filing of a mechanics lien 

from 3 to 5 years.  This law is set to expire on December 31, 2021.  SB 2494 as amended, 

seeks a 3-year sunset extension through 2024.  SB 2494 is awaiting approval by the House.  

 

SB 1767 (Sen. Belt/Rep. Greenwood) amends the Prevailing Wage Act to provide that the 

electronic database of certified payrolls must be searchable by the general public no later than 

January 1, 2022.  Senate Committee Amendment #1 specified that the data that must be 

searchable by the public includes each worker’s name, classification, skill level, gross wages 

paid in each pay period, number of hours worked each day, starting and ending times, and 

hourly wage rate.  In addition, Amendment #1 provided that the database shall be searchable by 

contractor name and project name and personal identifying information such as social security 

number, birthdate and address shall be redacted.  Due to privacy concerns raised by business 

groups and Republican legislators, Amendment #2 was adopted to remove the requirement that 



the data must be searchable by each worker’s name.  SB 1767 is awaiting approval by the 

House.  

 

SB 2459 (Sen. Villivalam/Rep. Buckner) amends the Electronic Commerce Security Act.  This 

legislation seeks to allow the Department of Transportation, Illinois State Toll Highway Authority 

and the Capital Development Board to accept the use of electronic signatures.  SB 2459 is 

awaiting approval by the House. 

 

SB 2563 Amendment #2 (Sen. Bush/Rep. Rita) is the result of negotiations between the Mid-

West Truckers Association and the environmental proponents of SB 2563.  Amendment #2 

removes the troubling 5% opacity mandate language that was included in a previous 

amendment and tasks the Illinois Department of Transportation with conducting a diesel 

emissions opacity study.  The results of the study shall be made available to the public by 

September 15, 2022.  The Mid-West Truckers Association reported the agreement reached 

between interested parties is a significant improvement over the proponents’ initial ask and will 

eventually provide actual emissions data needed to discuss future changes to emissions 

statutes.  SB 2563 is awaiting approval by the House.    

 

HB 2567 (House Assistant Majority Leader Jay Hoffman/Sen. Castro) is an initiative of the 

Capital Development Board (CDB).  HB 2567, as amended, renews the CDB’s current statutory 

authority to use the single prime delivery method through 2024.  The current statute states “the 

CDB shall not use the single prime delivery method for more than 50% of the total number of 

projects bid for each fiscal year”.  HB 2567 is assigned to the Senate Executive-

Procurement Committee and is awaiting approval by the committee. 

 

IMSCA will continue to keep a watchful eye on legislation important to the Illinois construction 

industry as the final days of the spring 2021 legislative session approach.  If you have any 

questions regarding this information, please do not hesitate to contact Jessica Newbold 

Hoselton by calling 217.523.4361 or by email at jnewbold@boldnewstrat.com. 

 


