
 

Legislative Update - May 14, 2021 

 

The Illinois General Assembly continued their spring legislative work in Springfield this week.  

Roughly two weeks of the spring 2021 legislative session remain and legislators still have many 

important issues to address including the FY 22 budget, re-districting, comprehensive energy 

policy and ethics reform.  The deadline for Senate bills to be approved in House committees 

was May 14th; while the Senate extended their committee deadline until May 21st.   

 

The United States Treasury Department recently issued an “interim final rule” on how states can 

spend their allotted American Rescue Plan (ARP) funds.  The new rule was categorized as a 

“state budget bombshell” by State Representative Mike Zalewski (Chair – House Revenue 

Committee).  The new U.S. Treasury guidelines specifically prohibit state governments from 

using ARP funds for “payment of interest or principal on outstanding debt instruments, including 

short-term revenue, tax anticipation notes, or other debt service costs”.  This presents a new 

budget problem that Illinois lawmakers will have to solve in quick order.  Illinois owes the 

Federal Reserve approximately $3.6 billion from loans taken out to cover costs associated with 

the COVID-19 pandemic in 2020.  Governor Pritzker, Comptroller Mendoza and others closely 

involved in budget negotiations planned to repay this debt with a portion of the $8 billion in ARP 

funds Illinois received.  Illinois has 60 days to appeal the “interim final rule”; but the scheduled 

adjournment date is May 31st, so the appeal process might not be that helpful to Illinois.  

However, Comptroller Mendoza stated this week she believes there may be room to negotiate 

with the Dept. of Treasury on the use of ARP funds. 

 

In other budget news, the Commission on Government Forecasting & Accountability (COGFA) 

readjusted its budget forecast in a positive direction this week.  COGFA reported March and 

April revenues outpaced expectations.  The Commission revised the FY 22 forecast to $41 

billion which is an increase of $792 million over previous projections.  In light of this news, 

business industry leaders urged Governor Pritzker to ditch his efforts to close “corporate tax 

loopholes” which they argue will result in increased taxes for Illinois business owners.  Instead, 

they encouraged Governor Pritzker and legislators to find ways to help the Illinois business 

community.  Some of the tax policy changes Governor Pritzker is eyeing to help shore up FY 22 

spending includes reversing the phaseout of the state’s corporate franchise tax, eliminating a 

tax credit for companies who create construction jobs (Blue Color Jobs Act), capping a discount 

for retailers that collect state sales tax and ending the Manufacturers Purchase Credit.   

 

Also this week, Governor Pritzker announced Illinois will move into the “Bridge Phase” of the 

Restore Illinois reopening plan on Friday, May 14th.  The “bridge phase” is the final step before a 

full reopening of the state in Phase 5.  This phase will expand capacity limits for businesses, 

dining, office spaces, events, conferences and other gatherings.  In an effort to incentivize 

Illinoisans to get vaccinated and help our COVID-19 numbers stay in check, State Rep. Mike 



Zalewski introduced HB 4078 that would allow establishments with liquor licenses to give 

customers a free alcoholic drink if they show proof they’ve received the COVID-19 vaccine.  Six 

Flags Great America also joined in the promotional campaign effort by offering 50,000 free 

tickets to their parks in Gurnee and Rockford to newly vaccinated Illinoisans. 

 

Legislators debated many important measures this week, including the approval of IMSCA’s 

legislative initiative, SB 2494 (Sen. Villivalam/House Majority Leader Natalie Manley).  SB 

2494 Amendment #1 seeks to extend a sunset provision in current law (P.A. 97-966) that allows 

the time a commercial construction project may last and still permit the filing of a mechanics lien 

from 3 to 5 years.  This law is set to expire on December 31, 2021.  SB 2494 as amended, 

seeks a 3-year sunset extension through 2024.  The House Judiciary Committee 

unanimously approved SB 2494.  Our bill now heads to the House floor for approval by 

the full chamber.  

 

SB 1847 (Sen. Hunter/Rep. Harper) is a trailer bill to SB 1480; which was passed during the 

January 2021 Lame Duck session and signed into law in March.  SB 1847 House Amendment 

#1 amends the provisions of SB 1480 dealing with the newly required Equal Pay Certificate for 

Illinois businesses with 100 or more employees.  The Illinois Chamber reported the trailer bill 

addresses significant issues with the original language.  House Amendment #1 delays the date 

Illinois employers must apply for and obtain an equal pay certificate to between March 24, 2022 

and March 23, 2024.  The amendment also provides a time period to allow business owners to 

cure any deficiencies that may be found during the application process.  SB 1847 as amended 

was approved by the House Immigration & Human Rights Committee.  The bill now heads 

to the House floor for approval by the full chamber, and will need to return to the Senate 

for a concurrence vote. 

 

SB 1767 (Sen. Belt/Rep. Greenwood) amends the Prevailing Wage Act to provide that the 

electronic database of certified payrolls must be searchable by the general public no later than 

January 1, 2022.  Senate Committee Amendment #1 specified that the data that must be 

searchable by the public includes each worker’s name, classification, skill level, gross wages 

paid in each pay period, number of hours worked each day, starting and ending times, and 

hourly wage rate.  In addition, Amendment #1 provided that the database shall be searchable by 

contractor name and project name and personal identifying information such as social security 

number, birthdate and address shall be redacted.  Due to privacy concerns raised by business 

groups and Republican legislators, Amendment #2 was adopted to remove the requirement that 

the data must be searchable by each worker’s name.  SB 1767 as amended was approved by 

the House Labor & Commerce Committee.  The bill now heads to the House floor for 

approval by the full chamber.  

 

SB 2459 (Sen. Villivalam/Rep. Buckner) amends the Electronic Commerce Security Act.  This 

legislation seeks to allow the Department of Transportation, Illinois State Toll Highway Authority 

and the Capital Development Board to accept the use of electronic signatures.  SB 2459 was 

approved by the House Transportation: Regulation, Roads & Bridges Committee.  The bill 

now heads to the House floor for approval by the full chamber. 



SB 2563 Amendment #2 (Sen. Bush/Rep. Rita) is the result of negotiations between the Mid-

West Truckers Association and the environmental proponents of SB 2563.  Amendment #2 

removes the troubling 5% opacity mandate language that was included in a previous 

amendment and tasks the Illinois Department of Transportation with conducting a diesel 

emissions opacity study.  The results of the study shall be made available to the public by 

September 15, 2022.  The Mid-West Truckers Association reported the agreement reached 

between interested parties is a significant improvement over the proponents’ initial ask and will 

eventually provide actual emissions data needed to discuss future changes to emissions 

statutes.  SB 2563 as amended was approved by the House Energy & Environment 

Committee.  The bill now heads to the House floor for approval by the full chamber.    

 

Additional lingering issues that IMSCA continues to watch closely include HB 2776 (Rep. 

Greenwood/Sen. Belt) and SB 995 Amendment #1 (Sen. Aquino).  HB 2776 would 

essentially allow any military personnel and/or their spouse to automatically become 

professionally licensed in Illinois if they are licensed in another state.  This is concerning to 

IMSCA since we have contractor members who are licensed plumbers.  While IMSCA supports 

the need for military families who move frequently to obtain professional or occupational 

licenses expeditiously, an elimination of state licensing requirements would fail to protect the 

public health, life and safety of Illinoisans.  IMSCA, along with the Illinois Plumbing Heating 

Cooling Contractors Association recently met with Senator Belt to discuss our concerns.  HB 

2776 remains in Senate Assignments, and IMSCA will be ready to respond if the bill 

begins to move.   

 

SB 995, as amended, would require employers to obtain arrest and conviction information 

exclusively from the Illinois State Police (ISP) and would no longer allow an employer to obtain 

this information from a third party criminal background service.  The proponents of this bill 

believe information obtained from the ISP will be more accurate than third party vendor 

information.  However, IMSCA questions how quickly the ISP can turn this information around.  

This proposed change may result in delaying an employer’s ability to receive this information in 

order to make timely employment decisions.  For these reasons, IMSCA opposes SB 995 as 

amended.  SB 995 Amendment #1 is assigned to the Senate Judiciary Committee, but has 

not been scheduled for a hearing. 

 

The scheduled adjournment date for the spring 2021 legislative session (May 31st) is quickly 

approaching.  IMSCA will continue to keep a watchful eye on legislation important to the Illinois 

construction industry.  IMSCA looks forward to continuing our work as the spring legislative 

session continues to move forward. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this information, please do not hesitate to contact Jessica 

Newbold Hoselton by calling 217.523.4361 or by email at jnewbold@boldnewstrat.com. 

 


