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The Illinois General Assembly had another busy week in Springfield.  Many important 

issues were in the spotlight this week, including the unveiling of Governor Pritzker’s 

energy plan.  For months, Governor Pritzker has avoided endorsing any specific energy 

plan aimed at putting Illinois on a path to 100% renewable energy and cracking down on 

public utilities’ influence in Springfield.  The highlights of the plan outlined by Governor 

Pritzker this week includes ending an energy rate formula approved by lawmakers in 

2011, phasing out coal by 2030, ending natural gas use by 2045, and implementing an 

$8 per ton carbon price on emissions from fossil fuel-fired electric plants.   

 

The Governor’s plan was criticized this week by supporters of competing energy 

proposals for not going far enough in addressing other issues they argue should also be 

included in comprehensive energy policy.  Advocates for the passage of the Clean 

Energy Jobs Act, criticized the Governor’s proposal for not including more stringent 

ethics reforms for utility companies.  In addition, the Labor-supported Climate Jobs 

Illinois expressed disappointment in Governor Pritzker’s proposal for not including 

comprehensive labor standards for new clean energy jobs and not going far enough in 

protecting the state’s nuclear fleet.  Up to this point, these competing policy priorities 

have made it difficult for the Illinois legislature to make necessary and important choices 

to allow for the passage of comprehensive energy policy.    

 

Also this week, we learned Illinois will lose one seat in the United States House of 

Representatives.  Illinois currently sends 18 members to Congress, but under the new 

reapportionment, the Illinois delegation will drop to 17 members.  The silver lining in this 

news is it was widely anticipated Illinois would lose two congressional seats – but the 

Census Bureau confirmed a net loss of one.   

 

Illinois Comptroller Susana Mendoza provided a bit of good news for our state this week 

in her announcement that Illinois is very close to a normal 30-day payment cycle as the 

bill backlog fell to $3.5 billion.  Comptroller Mendoza stated this accomplishment was 

made possible by monthly Debt Transparency Reports which allow for more effective 

management of the state’s finances, in addition to steady revenue receipts.  The 

backlog doesn’t include the $3.6 billion Illinois borrowed from the Federal Reserve due 

to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Comptroller Mendoza stressed the importance of 

prioritizing the use of American Rescue Funds to repay the loan.  In addition, she 

encouraged legislators to craft a balanced budget for FY 22 which will direct the fate of 

the bill backlog.      



Legislators debated many important measures this week, including the approval of 

IMSCA’s legislative initiative, SB 2494 (Sen. Villivalam).  SB 2494 Amendment #1 

seeks to extend a sunset provision in current law (P.A. 97-966) that allows the time a 

commercial construction project may last and still permit the filing of a mechanics lien 

from 3 to 5 years.  This law is set to expire on December 31, 2021.  SB 2494 as 

amended, seeks a 3-year sunset extension through 2024.  The Illinois Senate 

unanimously approved SB 2494 this week.  Our bill now heads to the Illinois 

House where it will be sponsored by House Majority Leader Natalie Manley.   

 

SB 2563 Amendment #2 (Sen. Bush) is the result of negotiations between the Mid-

West Truckers Association and the environmental proponents of SB 2563.  Amendment 

#2 removes the troubling 5% opacity mandate language that was included in a previous 

amendment and tasks the Illinois Department of Transportation with conducting a diesel 

emissions opacity study.  The results of the study shall be made available to the public 

by September 15, 2022.  The Mid-West Truckers Association reported the agreement 

reached between interested parties is a significant improvement over the proponents’ 

initial ask and will eventually provide actual emissions data needed to discuss future 

changes to emissions statutes.  SB 2563 as amended was approved by the Illinois 

Senate on a roll call vote of 37 yes, 15 no.  The bill now heads to the Illinois 

House for consideration.    

 

SB 1767 (Sen. Belt) was further amended and approved by the Illinois Senate this 

week.  As previously reported, SB 1767 amends the Prevailing Wage Act to provide that 

the electronic database of certified payrolls must be searchable by the general public no 

later than January 1, 2022.  Senate Committee Amendment #1 specified that the data 

that must be searchable by the public includes each worker’s name, classification, skill 

level, gross wages paid in each pay period, number of hours worked each day, starting 

and ending times, and hourly wage rate.  In addition, Amendment #1 provided that the 

database shall be searchable by contractor name and project name and personal 

identifying information such as social security number, birthdate and address shall be 

redacted.  Due to privacy concerns raised by business groups and Republican 

legislators, Amendment #2 was adopted this week to remove the requirement that the 

data must be searchable by each worker’s name.  SB 1767 as amended was 

approved by the Illinois Senate on a roll call vote of 42 yes, 11 no.  The bill now 

heads to the Illinois House for consideration. 

 

IMSCA recently became aware of HB 2776 (Rep. Greenwood/Sen. Belt) and is 

concerned with the bill as currently drafted.  HB 2776 would essentially allow any 

military personnel and/or their spouse to automatically become professionally licensed 

in Illinois if they are licensed in another state.  This is concerning to IMSCA since we 

have contractor members who are licensed plumbers.  While IMSCA supports the need 

for military families who move frequently to obtain professional or occupational licenses 

expeditiously, an elimination of state licensing requirements would fail to protect the 

public health, life and safety of Illinoisans.  IMSCA, along with the Illinois Plumbing 



Heating Cooling Contractors Association and other licensed design professionals 

plan to meet with Senator Belt next week to discuss possible compromise 

language. 

 

Legislators are scheduled to meet each week in Springfield until the scheduled session 

adjournment date of May 31st.  The next major hurdles for legislation to continue moving 

through the legislative process is the May 14th Committee Deadline and the May 28th 

Third Reading Deadline.  The final weeks of the spring 2021 legislative session are 

approaching, and IMSCA will continue to keep a watchful eye on legislation important to 

the Illinois construction industry.  IMSCA looks forward to continuing our work as the 

spring legislative session continues to move forward. 

 

If you have any questions regarding this information, please do not hesitate to contact 

Jessica Newbold Hoselton by calling 217.523.4361 or by email at 

jnewbold@boldnewstrat.com. 

 


