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Legislators spent long hours on chamber floors this week debating and approving 

hundreds of bills prior to the April 23rd Third Reading Deadline.  While many bills 

crossed this major hurdle to continue moving through the legislative process, hundreds 

of others didn’t make the cut and will be returned to Senate Assignments or the House 

Rules Committee.  In addition to floor action, lawmakers also spent time discussing 

important issues such as ethics reform, the FY 22 budget and re-districting.  The Illinois 

House also approved legislation (HB 642) creating a 10-year term limit for legislative 

leadership positions; including House Speaker.  There are five weeks left of the spring 

legislative session and both chambers are scheduled to meet each week until the 

scheduled adjournment date of May 31st.   

 

One of IMSCA’s legislative initiatives for the spring 2021 legislative session is SB 2494 

(Sen. Villivalam).  This bill seeks to extend a sunset provision in current law (P.A. 97-

966) that allows the time a commercial construction project may last and still permit the 

filing of a mechanics lien from 3 to 5 years.  This law is set to expire on December 31, 

2021.  As introduced, SB 2494 sought to extend the sunset provision through 2026.  As 

previously reported, the Illinois Bankers Association opposed our attempts to extend the 

sunset of this law by 5 years; claiming 5 years is too long for this provision because 

construction projects are moving forward without delay.  Our sponsor, Sen. Villivalam 

took the lead in negotiating a compromise with the Illinois Bankers Association.  In 

exchange for a shorter sunset, the Illinois Bankers have removed their opposition.  SB 

2494 as amended, seeks a 3 year sunset provision through 2024.  Our amendment 

is assigned to the Senate Judiciary. 

 

SB 2563 Amendment #1 (Sen. Bush) seeks dramatic changes to diesel emissions 

standards for certain trucks and buses.  Amendment #1 uses the California Air 

Resources Board (CARB) language to require all model year 2007 and later vehicles 

registered in the federal clean air non-attainment areas in Illinois to pass 5% opacity 

testing.  These non-attainment areas include Cook, DuPage, Lake, Kane, Will, 

McHenry, portions of Grundy & Kendall, St. Clair, Madison and Monroe Counties.  This 

amendment drew the opposition of the Mid-West Truckers Association, the business 

community and the construction industry.  The opposition was due to the increased 

costs that would be associated with retro-fitting and replacing older equipment to bring it 

in compliance with the proposed requirements.  The Mid-West Truckers Association 

took the lead in negotiating a compromise with the proponents.  SB 2563 will be 

further amended to remove the 5% opacity mandate language, and tasks the 



Illinois Department of Transportation with conducting a diesel emissions opacity 

study.  The results of the study shall be made available to the public by 

September 15, 2022.  The Mid-West Truckers Association reports this agreement is a 

significant improvement over the proponents’ initial ask and will eventually provide 

actual emissions data needed to discuss future changes to emissions statutes. 

 

SB 995 Amendment #1 (Sen. Aquino) amends the Illinois Human Rights Act and 

makes changes to an employer’s ability to use arrest and conviction records in making 

employment decisions.  SB 995, as amended, would require employers to obtain arrest 

and conviction information exclusively from the Illinois State Police (ISP) and would no 

longer allow an employer to obtain this information from a third party criminal 

background service.  The proponents of this bill believe information obtained from the 

ISP will be more up to date than third party vendor information.  However, IMSCA 

questions how quickly the ISP can turn this information around.  This proposed change 

may result in delaying an employer’s ability to receive this information in order to make 

timely employment decisions.  For these reasons, IMSCA opposes SB 995 as 

amended.  Amendment #1 is assigned to the Senate Judiciary Committee.   

 

As originally introduced, HB 653 Amendment #1 (Rep. Avelar) sought to mandate 

groundwater monitoring at Clean Fill (CCDD) facilities.  IMSCA, along with many other 

construction industry associations opposed this legislation.  The Illinois Association of 

Aggregate Producers (IAAP) took the lead in negotiating a compromise agreement with 

the proponents of HB 653.  As a result, HB 653 as amended, guts the original bill and 

replaces it with an increase in tipping fees paid to the State by 40% (from 20 to 28 cents 

per cubic yard or 14 to 20 cents per ton) and tipping fees local governments may collect 

(currently only Will County) by 100% (from 10 to 20 cents per cubic yard or 7 to 14 

cents per ton).  The IAAP reports the Illinois Environmental Protection Agency indicated 

that the additional fee revenue will allow them to hire two new inspectors to ensure they 

maintain their ability to adequately inspect facilities.  The intention of the fee increase for 

Will County is to help provide the resources needed to implement a broad-based 

voluntary testing program for existing residential water wells.  The fee increase takes 

effect January 1, 2022.  In addition, the environmental groups and key legislators also 

agreed to a moratorium on new CCDD legislation for a couple of years.  Per this 

agreement, IMSCA’s position is moved to neutral.  HB 653 Amendment #1 passed 

the House this week on a vote of 100-016-001 advancing it to the Senate. 

 

HB 2499 (Rep. Moylan) and its companion bill SB 2459 (Sen. Villivalam) amends the 

Electronic Commerce Security Act.  These bills seek to allow the Department of 

Transportation, Illinois State Toll Highway Authority and the Capital Development Board 

to accept the use of electronic signatures.  Both bills were approved unanimously in 

their respective chambers and will continue moving through the legislative 

process. 

 



HB 2567 (House Assistant Majority Leader Jay Hoffman) is an initiative of the 

Capital Development Board (CDB).  HB 2567, as amended, renews the CDB’s current 

statutory authority to use the single prime delivery method through 2024.  The current 

statute states “the CDB shall not use the single prime delivery method for more than 

50% of the total number of projects bid for each fiscal year”.  HB 2567 passed the 

House unanimously and advances to the Senate. 

 

Due to the passage of the Third Reading, many of the bills on IMSCA’s watch list have 

been re-assigned to Senate Assignments or the House Rules Committee.  However, 

IMSCA will continue to keep a watchful eye on all bills on our list as deadline extensions 

will likely be approved and amendments will continue to be introduced.  The final weeks 

of the spring 2021 legislative session are approaching, and the Illinois General 

Assembly still has a number of important issues to address this session.  IMSCA looks 

forward to representing the Illinois sub-contracting industry on these issues and more as 

the spring legislative session continues to move forward.   

If you have any questions regarding this information, please do not hesitate to contact 

Jessica Newbold Hoselton by calling 217.523.4361 or by email at 

jnewbold@boldnewstrat.com. 

 


