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The Illinois General Assembly returned to Springfield for legislative session this week.  

Both chambers met in-person for floor action while committee hearings continue to be 

conducted virtually.  The Capitol complex is open to legislative staff, media and 

credentialed lobbyists – however, to gain access to the buildings everyone must submit 

to a COVID-19 test and present negative test results.  Also, nobody is allowed to “freely” 

walk around the buildings; appointments and escorts are required.   

 

Both chambers are scheduled to meet each week until the scheduled adjournment date 

of May 31st.  While the deadline for bills to be passed out of committee in the Illinois 

House has already passed (March 26th), the deadline for bills to be passed out of 

Senate committees is Friday, April 16th.  As such, this week was jam-packed with 

committee hearings in the Illinois Senate.  Committee deadline weeks are always a 

flurry of activity – and this week was no different.  The next major hurdle for bills to 

continue to move through the legislative process is the Third Reading deadline; which is 

Friday, April 23rd in both chambers. 

 

As previously reported, one of IMSCA’s legislative initiatives for the spring 2021 

legislative session is SB 2494 (Sen. Villivalam).  This bill seeks to extend a sunset 

provision in current law (P.A. 97-966) that allows the time a commercial construction 

project may last and still permit the filing of a mechanics lien from 3 to 5 years.  This law 

is set to expire on December 31, 2021.  SB 2494 seeks to extend the sunset provision 

through 2026.  In a surprising move, the Illinois Bankers Association voiced last minute 

opposition to our attempts to extend the sunset of this law by 5 years.  The banking 

industry claims 5 years is too long for this provision to be extended because 

construction projects are moving forward without delay, and therefore this extension is 

unnecessary.  In an effort to seek a resolution, our sponsor, Sen. Villivalam is taking the 

lead on encouraging the Illinois Bankers Association to negotiate with IMSCA on this bill 

and remove their opposition, in exchange for a shorter sunset.  SB 2494 was passed by 

the Senate Judiciary Committee on Tuesday, April 13th.  However, if we are able to 

successfully negotiate a resolution with the banking industry, the bill may be headed 

back to the committee with an amendment.  Our sponsor is committed to helping us 

move SB 2494 forward this spring.    

 

SB 1767 (Belt) was debated by the Senate Labor Committee this week.  SB 1767 

amends the Prevailing Wage Act to provide that the electronic database of certified 

payrolls must be searchable by the general public no later than January 1, 2022.  



Senate Committee Amendment #1 specifies that the data that must be searchable by 

the public includes each worker’s name, classification, skill level, gross wages paid in 

each pay period, number of hours worked each day, starting and ending times, and 

hourly wage rate.  In addition, the amendment states the database shall be searchable 

by contractor name and project name and personal identifying information such as 

social security number, birthdate and address shall be redacted.  This bill is a labor 

initiative and is also supported by the Department of Labor.  Proponents argued that this 

information is currently available to the public via the Freedom of Information Act.  As 

such, the Department of Labor has been flooded with FOIA requests from labor unions 

wanting access to this information.  Labor wants this information so they can more 

easily police violators of the Prevailing Wage Act.  Due to the increased volume of FOIA 

requests for this information, the Department of Labor wants to streamline the process 

for public access.  Republicans on the committee objected to the bill due to privacy 

concerns.  SB 1767 was approved by the Senate Labor Committee on a party-line 

vote and now heads to the Senate floor for full debate. 

 

Additional bills that are awaiting action that remain on IMSCA’s radar include:  

 

HB 653 (Rep. Dagmara Avelar) / SB 546 (Sen. Connor) / SB 565 (Sen. Ellman) / SB 

580 (Sen. Connor) are all identical to previous legislation seeking to mandate 

groundwater monitoring at Clean Fill (CCDD) facilities.  IMSCA, along with many other 

construction industry associations oppose this legislation.  CCDD sites are limited by 

law to only accept clean soil, broken up concrete (without protruding rebar), rock, stone, 

bricks and reclaimed asphalt pavement.  The overwhelming majority of material going 

into CCDD sites is uncontaminated soil.  If this legislation were to be approved by the 

Illinois General Assembly, it would force many Clean Fill (CCDD) sites to stop accepting 

materials.  This action would severely and negatively impact the construction industry.  

HB 653 was passed by the House Energy and Environment Committee with the 

agreement it will not be called for a vote on the House floor until the sponsor and 

the opponents have reached an agreement.  As of the writing of this report, there 

hasn’t been any movement on an agreement between the proponents and opponents.  

 

HB 2499 (Rep. Moylan) and its companion bills SB 2459 (Sen. Villivalam) amends the 

Electronic Commerce Security Act.  These bills seek to allow the Department of 

Transportation, Illinois State Toll Highway Authority and the Capital Development Board 

to accept the use of electronic signatures.  Both bills have been approved by 

committee and are on Second Reading in their respective chambers. 

 

HB 2567 (House Assistant Majority Leader Jay Hoffman) is an initiative of the 

Capital Development Board (CDB).  HB 2567, as amended, renews the CDB’s current 

statutory authority to use the single prime delivery method through 2024.  The current 

statute states “the CDB shall not use the single prime delivery method for more than 

50% of the total number of projects bid for each fiscal year”.  HB 2567 is on Second 

Reading in the House. 



 

HB 3149 (Rep. Mason) is an initiative of the American Institute of Architects-IL and 

amends provisions in the school code that allow the use of “energy performance 

contracting”.  Energy performance contracting is a process that bundles together the 

design, construction, financing and continued maintenance of energy efficiency projects 

for public buildings.  A vendor’s proposed energy cost savings are used to pay for the 

upgrades.  Over time, the use of this alternative funding mechanism has resulted in a 

departure from the original intent of the statute and many abuses have been 

documented; such as using this delivery method for non-energy related projects which 

include flooring, security systems, playgrounds and parking lots.  These projects often 

circumvent nearly every existing state law governing construction in Illinois including the 

Procurement Code, the Prevailing Wage Act, and the Minority and Female Business 

Enterprises Act.  In addition, these projects are often used as a means to bypass the 

competitive bid process.  HB 3149 aims to clean up the inconsistencies of existing 

statute and return it to its intended use.  HB 3149 was approved in committee this 

week, but will be held on second reading in the House until the proponents and 

opponents can reach an agreement.  As of the writing of this report, negotiations are 

ongoing between the proponents and opponents.      

HB 3431 (Rep. Morgan) amends the Compassionate Use of Medical Cannabis 

Program Act.  This bill clarifies employers can enforce drug-free workplace policies and 

provides anti-discrimination protection to medical cannabis patients for failing a drug 

test.  Under provisions included in HB 3431, employers cannot take adverse actions 

against medical marijuana patients who work in non-safety sensitive positions solely 

due to a positive drug test.  A definition of “safety sensitive position” is included in the 

bill.  In addition, House Floor Amendment #1 was adopted this week and adds the terms 

“commercial and road construction” to the definition of safety sensitive position; which 

provides further protection to IMSCA members.  HB 3431 is on Second Reading in 

the House.   

Due to the passage of the committee deadlines, many of the bills on IMSCA’s watch list 

have been re-assigned to Senate Assignments or the House Rules Committee.  

However, IMSCA will continue to keep a watchful eye on all bills on our list in the event 

deadline extensions are approved or amendments are introduced.  In addition to 

legislation outlined in this report – the Illinois General Assembly has a full plate of other 

important issues this session, including the budget, re-districting, and comprehensive 

energy policy; among others.  IMSCA looks forward to representing the Illinois sub-

contracting industry on these issues and more as the spring legislative session 

continues to move forward.   

If you have any questions regarding this information, please do not hesitate to contact 

Jessica Newbold Hoselton by calling 217.523.4361 or by email at 

jnewbold@boldnewstrat.com. 

 


