
Chattanooga Bicycle Club 

Meeting Minutes 

July 20, 2021 

 

Attendees: Forrest Simmons, Rich Rudner, Beverly Short, Sharon Russell, Beth Miller, Kat 

Volzer, Becky Buckles, Kevin Whiteside, Peggy Olson, and Penny Simmons. 

 

President Forrest Simmons 

• The meeting was called to order at 6:00 PM  

• A motion was made by Becky Buckles to accept the minutes from the previous meeting.  Rich 
Rudner seconded the motion and they were approved unanimously, with one abstention.   

• The new club kits were discussed with the announcement that the CBC store at Hincapie Sports 
would close at midnight on August 7.    

• Ride for Focus Grant - Dalewood Middle School has been awarded a Ride for Focus Grant which 
is a physical education program.  The applicant field was crowded.  The grant includes 20 
Specialized brand mountain bikes, although due to supply chain issues the bikes estimated time 
of arrival is not known.  The program was originally slated to start in September however it may 
be delayed due to the late delivery of mountain bikes.  The program includes a specific 
curriculum (traffic safety, riding skills, fitness goals, etc.) and will also include helmets and 
pumps.   

• A discussion was initiated regarding previously approved CBC funds ($500) for the Bridge 
Foundation program at Dalewood Middle School.  A motion was made by Sharon Russell to 
apply these previously approved funds towards training more instructors for the Ride for Focus 
program.  Rich Rudner seconded the motion and it was unanimously approved.     

• The Signal Mountain family bike event from the prior weekend was discussed.  It was 
determined this was an event the club would support in future years with volunteers, etc.   

• A new bike rodeo event scheduled for July 31 at First Horizon pavilion was discussed.  A local art 
teacher in Soddy Daisy is organizing along with Outdoor Chattanooga. Kat Volzer has agreed to 
volunteer and work the bike rodeo in a limited capacity.    

 
 
Board Leadership / Executive / Special Committee Reports 

• Vice President – Kerry Kerlin – no report 

• Treasurer - Sharon Russell reported there were no questions on the published financial reports.  
She also reported the taxes had been paid and she had renewed the CBC’s Tennessee state 
registration as a charitable organization.   

• Road Ride Coordinator – Peggy Olson 
o Peggy reported that as of July 12, there have been a total of 152 rides this year with 28 

different ride leaders, 55 rides with between 10 and 19 riders, and 8 rides with over 20 
riders.   



o Peggy received an email from a ride leader who had some new riders who did not 
adhere to conventional group ride safety procedures.  Peggy was able to later find these 
riders and provide a lesson is safety and ride etiquette.       

• Communications Director – Daisy Blanton – no report 

• Social Media Director – Beth Miller requested that ride leaders send in their rider profiles.   

• Membership Director – Becky Buckles  
o Becky reported there are 234 total membership accounts, 174 are active, and 49 are 

past due.  The CBC has gained 39 members in 2021.  Most recently, the newly elected 
mayor of Chattanooga, Tim Kelley has joined the bike club with a family membership.  

o A discussion was initiated regarding membership renewals including the timing of email 
reminders of approaching membership expirations.  It was decided to provide a longer 
advance notification reminder changing from 14 day and 7 day reminders, to 30 days, 14 
days, and 7 days before expiration.  The renewal reminder will also include a more 
prominent note regarding the club provided ride insurance and that it will lapse if the 
membership expires in an effort to encourage more timely membership renewals.   

o Forrest Simmons and Becky will coordinate an effort to review the expired member list 
and reach out to those former members and encourage them to rejoin the club.   

o It was also discovered during this discussion that the CBC member insurance coverage 
benefit was not listed on the CBC website.   

• Officers-at-Large – Rich Rudner, Ben Keim – no report 
 
 
Permanent Committee Reports 

• Special Events  

• Nominating Committee – n/a 

• Advocacy Committee – Kat Volzer – no additional reports. 

• Social Committee – Patti Nihells, Beverly Short – no report 
 

Old Business 

• Cycle Sequatchie – CBC sponsored rest stop planning seems to be going well, but many more 
volunteers are needed.  

 
New Business 

• A project to revamp the Tailwind in format and content was discussed.   

• Kat Volzer reported that she gets frequent questions regarding kids riding group/ play date / 
meet up opportunities. She suggested perhaps considering holding one ride per month focused 
on including families and shorter distances in very safe environs like the Tennessee Riverwalk.  
The target ages would be 7-10 years old with consideration being given to current bylaw 
requirements on age and liability.  For instance, parents would be required to ride with the kids 
under 14 years of age and participation would be limited to 10 riders per volunteer leader.  Kat 
will try to setup an event in mid to late August as a test. 

 
 
Adjournment:  The next board meeting is scheduled for August 17, 2021. 
 
 


