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I. Central Definitions of Racism 
  

A. Racism can be defined as the belief that one people group is more valuable than 
another and the practice of distinguishing one people group as more important than 
another.1 

 
B. “Fundamentally, racism has to do not merely with real or perceived differences 

between people groups but with the value and significance of these differences. It has 
to do with the presumption of superiority over other people groups and the conduct 
of personal and social life that manifest this presumption in personal, communal, and 
sociocultural ways. Racism has to do with beliefs, actions, and structures that 
centralize some by marginalizing others on the basis of supposed differences.”2 

 
C. Whereas the word racism is not in the Bible, the concept can be understood as a 

practice of unbiblical partiality (i.e. ungodly bias towards people groups that results in 
elevating one people group and demeaning another people group; a respect of 
persons not sanctioned by God.) 

 
 
Key Point of Sermon: 
Where there is racism, you may eventually see ungodly confidence in mankind, ungodly 
reverence for mankind, or trepidation towards mankind. The Bible tells us that “the fear of 
man bring a snare, but he who trusts in the Lord will be exalted” (Proverbs 29:25). 
 
 
II. Consider these Insights on Proverbs 29:25:  
 

A. The fear of man bringeth a snare. He who, through fear of what man may do to him, 
think or say of him, does what he knows to be wrong, lets his moral cowardice lead 
him into sin, leaves duty undone,—such a man gets no real good from his weakness, 
outrages conscience, displeases God. See our Lord’s words (Matt. 10:28; Mark 8:38; 
and comp. Isa. 51:12, etc.). Whoso putteth his trust in the Lord shall be safe (ch. 
18:10). Such trust carries a man safe through all dangers; fearing to offend God, living 

                                                           
1 John Piper, Bloodlines (Wheaton, IL: Crossway), 239. Kindle Edition. 
2 Douglas R. Sharp, No Partiality: The Idolatry of Race and the New Humanity (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity 
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as always under his eye, he feels Divine protection, and knows that whatever 
happens is for the best. The LXX.3 
 

B. The fear of a person refers to trusting in human power. In juxtaposition to Yahweh’s 
lasting security, people can only provide temporary security.4 
 

C. To fear (“tremble,” not the word for reverence before God; e.g., 1:7; 8:13; 9:10) man 
ensnares in the sense that one’s actions are controlled or confined by the person 
who is dreaded. It is far better to trust in the LORD because that brings safety (cf. 
18:10; 28:18, 26). The words is kept safe are from the verb śāḡaḇ, “to be inaccessibly 
high or to be exalted.” Security in the Lord removes intimidation by man.5 
 

D. Worry about what others will say or think, and trying to act accordingly, is a moral 
snare. We can be released only by trusting in God and caring about what He thinks.6 

 

E. “The fear of man” describes a situation where fearing what people might do or think 
controls one’s life. “Snare” is an implied comparison; fearing people is like being in a 
trap—there is no freedom of movement or sense of security. The image of being set 
on high comes from the military experience of finding a defensible position, a place 
of safety and security, such as a high wall or a mountain. Trusting in the LORD sets 
people free and gives them a sense of safety and security (e.g, Prov. 10:27; 12:2).7 
 

F. Fearing people is a dangerous trap. Lit., “The tremblings of man give a snare.” 
Fearing people leads both to moral weakness through intimidation and ungodly hero 
worship. Trusting the LORD means safety. Lit., here, trusting God is set against 
inordinately revering or dreading people.8 

 
 
Key Question to Consider:  How does racism lead to the fear of man? 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
3 H. D. M. Spence-Jones, ed., “Proverbs,” in The Pulpit Commentary (London; New York: Funk & 

Wagnalls Company, 1909), 557. 
4 John D. Barry et al., Faithlife Study Bible (Bellingham, WA: Lexham Press, 2012, 2016), Prov. 29:25. 
5 John F. Walvoord and Roy B. Zuck, The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the 

Scriptures, Vol. 1 (Wheaton, IL: Victor Books, 1985), 969. 
6 Lawrence O. Richards, The Bible Reader’s Companion, (Wheaton: Victor Books, 1991), 393. 

Electronic edition. 
7 Biblical Studies Press, The NET Bible First Edition Notes (Biblical Studies Press, 2006), Prov. 29:25. 
8 George M. Schwab, “The Book of Proverbs,” in Cornerstone Biblical Commentary, Vol 7: The Book of 

Psalms, The Book of Proverbs (Carol Stream, IL: Tyndale House Publishers, 2009), 637. 
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III. Implications for Racism and the Fear of Man  

“People of different racial, ethnic, national, and gender backgrounds continually confront 

one another on the basis of a perceived self-superiority. They look for reasons to heap scorn 

on others. We are experiencing increased cultural confrontation. As polarization increases, 

each intersection of cultures causes more friction.”9 

 
A. Where there is racism among people groups, both groups see each other as the source of 

their problem, creating more animosity and fear amongst them.  
 

B. Where there is a racism among people groups, there will be fear of losing some form of 
power, position, platform, possessions or practices to another people group.  
 

C. Where there is a racism among people groups, there will be fear of not being able to gain 
some form of power, position, platform, possessions or practices because of another people 
group. 

 
 
IV. Comments you may hear that reveal the fear of man in racism: 
 

A. “If ‘they’ move into ‘our’ neighborhood, ‘we’ will need to beware for the safety of ‘our’ 
wives and children; and ‘we’ are fearful that ‘our’ property value will go down if ‘they’ move 
in.”  

 

B. “I am scared to let my young boys go outside because ‘they’ are hunting down and killing 
‘our’ people out there!” 

 

C. “I get scared when too many of ‘them’ are around because ‘they’ might start some trouble 
and cause ‘us’ harm.”   

 

D. “You know ‘we’ shouldn’t go in that area because ‘they’ might try to do ‘us’ harm over 
there.” 

 

E. “That’s why ‘we’ need to vote the ______ party because if ‘we’ don’t, ‘they’ might take from 
‘us’ all of what ‘we’ value and have built in this nation as the good people ‘we’ are.”  

 

F. “You know, that’s why ‘we’ need to vote the ______ party because if ‘we’ don’t, ‘they’ might 
try to wipe ‘us’ out as a people.   

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
9 A. Charles Ware, Prejudice and the People of God: How Revelation and Redemption Lead to Reconciliation 
(Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 2001), 8,35. 
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V. How Do We Address the Fear of Man in Racism? 

 
A. Confess and repent of making people, places, things and situations the source of 

your problems and the solution to your needs, desires, and problems in place of 
God. (Proverbs 28:13) 

 
B. Confess and repent of the unloving attitudes and actions you have had towards the 

people you believe have been the source of your problems and the solution to your 
needs, desires, and problems. (Proverbs 28:13) 

 
C. Attack problems not people while acting in love for God and love for others, looking 

for God to bring the justice accordingly. (1 Thessalonians 5:14, Proverbs 29:26, 
Romans 12:19-21) 

 
 
 

Reflection 
 
“Unless biblical Christians significantly enter the fray and take over the leadership for 
unifying the racial divide, we will be hopelessly deadlocked in a sea of relativity regarding the 
issue, resulting in restating more questions rather than providing permanent answers. It is 
my uncompromising contention that the only perspective is the divine perspective; the only 
proper agenda is the kingdom agenda. If the Bible is allowed to be the standard by which 
blacks and whites determine truth, then freedom from the moral malaise will be the 
outcome; for as Jesus taught, the truth has a unique capacity of making people free.”10 
 
 
 

                                                           
10 Tony Evans, Oneness Embraced: Reconciliation, the Kingdom, and How We Are Stronger Together (Chicago, 
IL: Moody Publishers, 2015), 106. 


