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ABOUT US
Every year in Hillsborough County, more children are
removed from their homes due to child abuse and
neglect than in any other county in Florida. Champions
for Children’s mission is to build stronger families in
the Tampa Bay region through our child abuse
prevention and family education programs.

Learn more about the issues we address and our
approach to strengthening families at
www.cfctb.org/about.

2020-2021
How We

Responded

http://www.cfctb.org/about


Champions for Children also celebrated some important accomplishments. In the fall,
our Positive Parenting & Partnership program received a five-year renewal on its
federal grant to support healthy co-parenting relationships and strategies.
Additionally, as we do every four years, Champions completed a rigorous national re-
accreditation process, achieving our highest marks ever and surpassing national
averages in every single criterion! Champions was also fortunate to receive one of the
Super Bowl MicroGrants and be included in the First 1000 Days: Early Childhood
Education pillar of the Legacy Project. The grant will support community work that will
continue long after the Super Bowl and has allowed us to form some new community
partnerships as part of that program.

Following a year of isolation and stress, we know children and families need extra
support to cope with trauma and mitigate heightened risk factors for abuse and
neglect. Champions is prepared with a new strategic plan that is data-driven, adaptive
to change, and focused on bringing our strongest services to those who can benefit
most. Families in our community are eager to get back to normal, and we are here to
help them transition to safer and healthier times.

Your generous commitments of time, energy, and funds have been the foundation of
our work with families for 45 years. It is our belief that when children develop to their
highest potential, the entire Tampa Bay community benefits from better economic,
civic, and health outcomes. We are grateful to you and look forward to continuing to
work together toward a community where every child is safe.

 

Dear Friends,
Through a year like no other, families in our community counted on Champions for
Children to help them maintain their well-being and provide safe, supportive
environments for their children. We were able to be there for them because we
counted on you, and you came through. We thank you for your loyalty and continued
support.

This report features stories and statistics that illustrate the positive impact our
programs have had throughout the pandemic and will continue to have as
families' needs evolve moving forward. This past year, we served twice as many
dads in our fatherhood classes, and we saw participation nearly triple in our
breastfeeding support services.

Kay Annis Wilson
President, Board of Directors
September 2021
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Amy Haile, DrPH
Executive Director

Champions for Children

A MESSAGE FROM OUR
LEADERSHIP

 



Our classes, groups, and individualized
supports are rooted in science and
designed to help parents develop skills to
raise healthy, thriving children.

OUR APPROACH
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Family Education & Individualized Support

Our home visiting services and
educational playgroups utilize research-
informed activities to help parents build
strong, healthy attachments with their
infants and toddlers while learning
together.

Parent-Child Educational Programs

Kids on the Block, our in-school educational
puppet shows, teach children to safely
recognize and report abuse, neglect,
bullying, and other personal safety issues.

TALK, READ, SING, and other public
awareness community initiatives are
designed to educate our community about
issues affecting children and families and
the opportunities to address them.

Community Education

Champions' developmental screenings for
children help parents learn about their child’s
progress, what to do when there are concerns,
and how best to support them as they grow.



A resource helping parents
who are in treatment for

substance abuse at DACCO
to ensure that a happy,

healthy family life is a core
part of recovery. We offer
new mom support groups,

visitation playgroups,
reflective groups, childcare,

and child development
seminars.

A parent-child together
learning and resource center
in Town-n-Country offering

playgroups, workshops,
developmental checkups,
community activities, and

support in English and
Spanish for families with

children birth to 3 years old.

A dedicated hub for
initiatives, activities, and

services that are specifically
focused on fatherhood,

including “Nurturing Dads”
classes, community events,

and more. 

A home visiting program
that offers information on

a child’s growth and
development, healthy ways

of dealing with everyday
stress, help setting and
achieving personal and

family goals, positive
parenting and discipline
skills, and connections to

community services.

A troupe of educational
puppets that perform

personal safety education
shows about Child Abuse
Prevention and Bullying &

Stereotyping Prevention with
elementary students.

A parent-child together
learning and resource center
in Sulphur Springs offering

playgroups, workshops,
developmental checkups,
community activities, and

support for expecting
parents and families with

children birth to 5 years old.

A home visiting program
that uses the most current

research to promote
healthy child development,

school readiness, and
family well-being for
families with children

prenatal through
kindergarten.

Community awareness efforts focused on educating Tampa
Bay residents, especially parents, about the importance of
developing a child’s brain by talking, reading, and singing

beginning at birth.

A parent-child together
learning and resource center

in South and West Tampa
offering playgroups,

workshops, developmental
checkups, community

activities, and support for
expecting parents and

families with children birth to
5 years old.

Tailored classes, workshops,
and case management

services designed to
positively impact parenting
skills, healthy relationships

among co-parents, marriage
and couple stability, financial

health, and parenting
confidence. 

A community resource
providing education and
breastfeeding support to

families who are expecting a
child or recently welcomed a

new child into their life. 
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OUR PROGRAMS
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OUR IMPACT

For more than 40 years, Champions for Children has been strengthening
Tampa Bay families through our comprehensive array of services that

has constantly evolved and improved to meet the present needs of the
community.  We are Tampa Bay’s leading agency focused exclusively on
the prevention of child abuse and neglect, which we accomplish through
evidence-based and research-informed family education programming.

These services are available free of charge at more than 30 locations
throughout Hillsborough County and address the diverse and

interlocking needs of families all across the risk spectrum.

Here is a snapshot of our impact over the past year:

31,200 individuals 
served in 2020.

4,282 children and adults served
via family education 

and individualized support.

20,880 kids, parents, and
professionals reached via

community education.

6,038 individuals participated
in parent-child educational

programs.



77%

91%93%

96%
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POSITIVE OUTCOMES

Our programs help families develop healthy parent-child attachments,
reduce their sources of stress, and strengthen their core life skills so their
children can feel safe, loved, and supported to reach their full potential.
Here are just a few ways families benefited after participating in one or

more of our programs this year:

Parents demonstrated
developmentally

appropriate parenting
strategies Parents

increased
parenting skills

Kids who attended our
educational puppet

shows learned how to
safely recognize,

report, and get help
when they witness or

experience abuse.

Parents supported their child’s
healthy development

98% of families are satisfied with services
96% of families reported benefitting from participating



$841,691
received via major gifts, foundation grants, annual funds,
and other private individual and corporate contributions

Most  common g i f t

Med ian  g i f t

Average  g i f t

$100

OUR SUPPORTERS MADE A
DIFFERENCE WITH GIFTS OF
ALL LEVELS.

$253,745
received via fundraising events, including the Child Abuse
Prevention Month Campaign, Inshore Fishing Classic, and
the Year-End Appeal.
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YOUR GENEROSITY & CARING

$175

$1,976

All figures represented in this report reflect 2020 data.
To view our 2020 Audited Financial Statements, visit cfctb.org/about/certifications-financials

http://cfctb.org/about/certifications-financials


Programs
82%

Administrative
13%

Development
5%

476
participant children received holiday gifts through our
2020 holiday toy drive, with the help of 70 sponsors! 

82%
of funds went directly to program services.

59,000
diapers distributed to families in need through our
partnership with the Junior League of Tampa and
generous contributions from members of the
community.
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. . .  AT WORK
All figures represented in this report reflect 2020 data.

To view our 2020 Audited Financial Statements, visit cfctb.org/about/certifications-financials

EXPENSES: $6,500,934

http://cfctb.org/about/certifications-financials


MARTA'S STORY
Marta relocated from Mexico to Tampa with her
three-year-old son to reunite with her husband
and oldest daughter. At that time, her son was
experiencing severe developmental delays. This
stress, combined with being in a new country with
few supporters was hard on her family. Marta
enrolled in our Parents as Teachers home visiting
program, where her Parent Educator helped her
arrange to see a neurologist who confirmed a
diagnosis of Autism. At first, Marta was scared, but
her Parent Educator guided her family through the
process of grieving, accepting, and working
through the challenges. Marta came to realize that
her child’s progress would depend on the love,
care, and support he received at home. After just
one year of ongoing home visits, Marta’s son is
now speaking, following directions, learning
names, and more - all things he could not do
before! Marta is doing great, too - she now
embraces her role as a consistent, loving, and
attached mother for her son, working closely with
her family and their Parent Educator to ensure him
a bright future.
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To respect our
families'

privacy, families
pictured are not

those
described.



ALICE'S STORY
Alice was a new mom of a medically fragile one-

month old who was struggling to breastfeed and
suffering from failure to thrive. She could not afford

a costly private lactation consultation and did not
qualify for hospital or WIC-based* care. So, when

she heard that our abcProgram offers our county’s
only no-cost, universal access professional

breastfeeding support, she began coming in for safe
in-person consults every week. With her husband

working as a long haul truck driver, the recent
passing of her mother, and the ongoing pandemic,

Alice found herself isolated without functional or
emotional support at home. As a result, our staff

identified her as high-risk for postpartum
depression and were able to provide her a

postpartum doula to come to her home at no cost
and provide extra concrete support. Working with

the abcProgram, Alice not only resolved her feeding
challenges but also addressed her most concerning

risk factors and helped stabilize the baby's health.
Now, mom and baby are a happy, healthy pair who

can’t wait to keep growing together!
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To respect our
families'

privacy, families
pictured are not

those
described.

Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) provides supplemental foods, health care referrals, and
nutrition education for low-income pregnant, breastfeeding, and non-breastfeeding postpartum

women, and to infants and children up to age five who are found to be at nutritional risk.



SOLITA'S STORY
Solita and her 3-year-old son had just moved to
Tampa, had no family or friends nearby, and didn’t
speak English. She was also worried about her son’s
development, felt isolated, and didn’t know where to
turn. Fortunately, while visiting a park in Town ‘n’
Country, she met the staff from our Great We Grow
program and learned about our bilingual parent-
child workshops. Solita began attending our
workshops regularly, where she gained assurance
that it is okay for her son to develop at his own
pace, and learned developmentally appropriate
activities she could do at home to support her son
and strengthen their attachment. Importantly,
finding a community of Spanish-speaking moms
facing similar challenges and being supported by
our bilingual staff gave Solita comfort and
confidence in her ability to parent. Solita says she
feels supported by the staff and knows that if she
needs anything at all for her family, she can come to
Champions.
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To respect our
families privacy,

families
pictured are not

those
described.



From converting our conference room into a green-screened
studio for virtual puppet shows to hosting drive-thru diaper
distributions, we got creative and kept families engaged.

Although some of our programs had a narrower reach this year
due to safety concerns, others rose to meet increased demand
- in fact, we reached 100%+ more families than expected via
fatherhood classes and breastfeeding support!

Despite cancelled in-person events, our generous supporters
provided hand-delivered holiday gifts for 467 children helped
raise a record $140,000+ during Child Abuse Prevention Month.

Our Layla's House program was selected to partner with the
University of South Florida in a study about the impact of
community-based services to combat systematic racism.

2020-2021
HOW WE RESPONDED
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The events of the past year, including most notably the COVID-19
pandemic and social justice protests, continue to provide us with
unique challenges as well as extraordinary opportunities. We
adopted, adapted, and created completely new strategies to serve.

We could not have accomplished all we did without the backing of
our network of supporters. Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic,
our community and partners stepped up, our donors increased
their funding, and our staff worked tirelessly to create solutions to
keep families strong.



Every year, in addition to pursuing excellence in our ongoing programs,
Champions strives for new and improved ways to build stronger families with
thriving children in our community. Here are just a few examples of what was
exciting this year:

Early in the pandemic, we launched our Parent Warm Line. Our
parenting experts take turns answering questions, sharing advice, and
helping parents connect with programs that meet their needs. In
addition to addressing rising parental stress and anxiety, the Warm Line
clues us into trends in parents' needs so we can craft a better response.
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WHAT'S NEW AND EXCITING

For many of our families, we learned we are the primary connection to
the network of community services. So, we built in more one-on-one
support to help families access resources outside of Champions
programs that are critical to their well-being, such as childcare,
financial help, and more.

We deepened our commitment to trauma-sensitivity by working to
embed a parental depression, anxiety, and stress screening across our
programs. We also now provide ALL staff with training in Mental Health
First Aid, Trauma Sensitivity, Cultural Humility, Motivational
Interviewing, and protocols for recognizing and responding to parents
in crisis.

While we are excited to see our families in person again, virtual
services had unexpected benefits! Most notably, parents who can't
attend inperson services due to transportation challenges, lack of
childcare, or medical fragility were able to participate fully. 

Our Positive Parenting & Partnership (P3) program received a new five-
year grant! With it comes new and innovative programming focused on
supporting strong, healthy, happy co-parenting relationships.
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A WORD FROM OUR SUPPORTERS
My firm and I are proud to support Champions for
Children’s mission of preventing child abuse and
neglect. Our society's toughest social challenges,
including addiction, mental health, and
homelessness, can be connected to childhood
experiences. Champions’ mission creates
transformative lifelong outcomes for children,
families, and our community. From Talk, Read, Sing
and early brain development to the Positive
Parenting and Partnership, Champions brings our
community together to create lasting, positive
change for generations to come. It is our privilege
to be a part of this work.

Starlett Massey 
Massey Law Group

At Macy’s Westshore, we believe it’s our personal
responsibility to positively impact our community. We
do this through volunteerism, donations and promoting
diversity & inclusion through education. Having similar
core values, our partnership with Champions for
Children was organic from the start. When the pandemic
hit it became a big eye opener that there are so many
families and children that are in need - and it became
even more critical to help other navigate through these
difficult times. We partnered with Kids on the Block to
bring the "No, Go, Tell" safety message to the youth of
Tampa Bay with a puppet show for the Westshore
community, in-person and virtually. We are so thankful
for our partnership with them and look forward to
supporting their educational cause in the years to come.

Champions for Children is a hidden gem in the Tampa
Bay community. After volunteering at Layla’s House’s
Explorer Club and Baby Bungalow’s Fun Friday, I can

attest to the importance of such a terrific organization
in this area. Seeing parents and children beam from

excitement when I greet them is something I will
never forget. I will always support CFC’s efforts to

help continuous growth of the entire family.

Rose Gyimah-
Brempong



$25,000+
Broadrick Family Foundation
Community Foundation of Tampa Bay, Inc.
Conn Memorial Foundation, Inc.
Cornelia and Richard Corbett
Hobbs Foundation
Tampa Bay Lightning Foundation
  Community Hero honoring Bob Buesing 
The Saunders Foundation
The Spurlino Foundation
The William Stamps Farish Fund
Triad Foundation, Inc.
United Way Suncoast
Kay Annis Wilson

Champions for Children is deeply grateful to the following private individuals, corporations, and
philanthropic foundations for their generous support. The listings below reflect the highest level of giving
within either the 2020 or 2021 to-date calendar year (listing as of 7/1/2021). Without you, so much of our

work to strengthen families would not be possible. Thank you!

$10,000+
Anonymous Donor
Moira J. Burke
Florida Blue
Francis & Gertrude Levett Foundation
Malcolm C. Harris
Liz & David Kennedy
Kimmins Terrier Foundation Inc.
Tampa Bay Resiliency Fund
PNC Foundation
Lynn & Mike Ramsey
Suncoast Credit Union Foundation
Tampa Bay Sports Commission, Inc.
The Mabel & Ellsworth Simmons   
  Charitable Foundation, Inc.
Samantha & Scott Zinober

$5,000+
Altrusa International of Tampa
AnswerFirst Communications, Inc.
Bob & Linda Blanchard
Brown & Brown of Florida, Inc.
Caspers Company
Patricia & Mark Eisner
Amy & John Haile
Love IV Lawrence Memorial Foundation
Macy's
PNC Financial Services Group, Inc.
Fred Rabow

Raymond James Financial
Regions Bank
Bonnie Saks & Bradley Minnen
Schwab Charitable Fund
Tampa L. B. Sales, Inc.
TECO Energy, Inc.
The Lowry Murphey Family Foundation, Inc.
New York Yankees Tampa Foundation, Inc.
Anne & Tom Santomaggio
Alexander Walter
Beverly Wilson & William M. Wilson

$2,500+
Jean & Philip Amuso
Anonymous Donor
Cathy J. Beveridge
Care Team, Inc.
Michael & Karen Bynum
Tawfik & Maria Chami
Clark Family Fund
Ferman Motor Car Company, Inc.
Andrea & Mark Floyd
Goals For a Cause Florida, Inc.
Anne & John Gormly
Rose Gyimah-Brempong
IBM ESC/RCC
Donna Lisberger Loufman
Publix Super Markets Charities
Judith Ryan
Stahl & Associates Insurance, Inc.
Ellen S. Stichter
Sarah & Courtenay Terrell
The Bank of Tampa
Laura-Elizabeth Ware & Mathew Wash
Marian S. Winters
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$1,000+
Jennifer & Robert Ackart
Isabel & George M. Adams, Jr.
AGW Capital Advisors
Ardent Mills LLC
Kathryn & James Armstrong
Karen & Robert Buesing
Carole & Steve Brannock
Catalina Marketing Charitable Foundation



Paul A. D'Agostino & James Roney
Nikki Daniels & John Cantrell
Marsha & Stephen Dickey
Brian Durkin
Enterprise Holdings
Earl and Nancy Horton
Ernst & Young LLP
Federated Mutual Insurance Company
Celia & James Ferman
Lara Roeske Fernandez
Liana Fernandez Fox & Robert Fox
Smith & Associates, Inc.
Gunster, Yoakley & Stewart, P.A.
Cecelia Hall
David Hall & Judy Hargraves
Gregory & Mary Beth Hargrove
Nancy Harris
Anne & Tom Henderson
Rosemary H. Henderson
Olga J. Joanow
Ronna & Joseph Kennedy
Kimberly & Alexander Liggett
Barbara & Richard Manners
Massey Law Group, PA
Dianne & Donald Mincey
Bobby Newman
Linda & Richard Nielsen
Marsha Otte
Luanne J. Panacek
Debbie & Charles Parks
Kobie & Scott Pierce
Prida-Guida & Company, P.A.
Robert Proodian
Chris Rapp
Kevin Riggs & Sarah Freeman
Adajean Samson
ShowTech Solutions Inc.
Cindy Smaney
Scott & Sarah Stichter
Cheryl & Mark Stoker
Synovus Bank
Tampa Bay Wallstreet, Inc.
Tampa General Hospital
Thomas A. & Mary S. James Foundation
Ann & Robert Trinkle
Tuyen Tu
W.T. Morgan III Family Foundation, Inc.
Linda & David Ward
Rosemary Armstrong & Sandy Weinberg

$500+
American Express Foundation
America's Charities
Donna & Jay Anthony
William P. Avella
Erin & Robert Bohacek
Boys & Girls Clubs of Tampa Bay, Inc.
Andrew C. Cannons & Antoinette C. Cannons
Mary J. Figg
Frontstream
Mary Frost & Mark Feingold
Manuel Garcia
Tammy Giroux
George K. Guida
Penny Herron
Dina & Joseph Hubaykah
Brenda Jackels
Johnson & Johnson Foundation
Constance R. Johnson & David Burnett
Heather & Clark Jordan-Holmes
Mark Kalo
Shannon Keene
Brenda & Charles Ketchey
Barbara & Gene Kutcher
George & Joan Lange
Shirley R. Maxwell
Catherine P. McEwen
Camille McWhirter
Tyler Morris
Melissa D. Myrick
Psychological Assesment Resources, Inc.
Mark Sena & Linda Saul-Sena
Kristen Kennedy Showalter & Cary Showalter
Genie Skypek
Sandra G. Sroka
Bretta & Don Sullivan
The Columbus Foundation
June Wallace
Robin Warren
Crystal T. Whitescarver
Paul & Gail Whiting
Ken Williams
India & David Witte
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THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS
DONORS!

Gwynne A. Young
YourCause
Joan Wagner Zinober
Maria Zinober



BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Kay Annis Wilson | President
Dianne Jacob | President-Elect

Moira J. Burke, M.D.
Alexis D. Deveaux, Esq.

Lara Roeske Fernandez, Esq.
Keith N. Fakhoury

Liana Fernandez Fox, Ph.D.
Anne V. Gormly, Ph.D.

Greg Hargrove
Malcolm C. Harris

Kathleen M. Heide, Ph.D.
Kristi Irwin-Newberry

Selena Majeed
Hon. Richard A. Nielsen

Daniel Perez 
Stacey S. Pittman

Parker Rabow
Kimberly E. Renfroe
Bonnie R. Saks, M.D.

Mark W. Stoker
Laura-Elizabeth Ware

Willisha J. Williams
Marian S. Winters

Joan Wagner Zinober, Ph.D.
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GENEROUSLY SUPPORTED BY 
OUR MAJOR FUNDING PARTNERS



OUR COMMITMENT
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If you’d like to talk one on one with someone about Champions for Children, contact
Jonathan Goodman, Director of Development & Communications at

jgoodman@cfctb.org or (813) 673-4646 ext. 1112

CHAMPIONS FOR CHILDREN IS A 501 (C)(3) TAX-EXEMPT ORGANIZATION. A COPY OF THE OFFICIAL
REGISTRATION (#CH399) AND FINANCIAL INFORMATION MAY BE OBTAINED FROM THE FLORIDA
DIVISION OF CONSUMER SERVICES BY CALLING TOLL-FREE WITHIN THE STATE 1-800-435-7352 or

(850) 410-3800 OUTSIDE OF FLORIDA. REGISTRATION DOES NOT IMPLY ENDORSEMENT, APPROVAL
OR RECOMMENDATION BY THE STATE.

@cfctampabay Champions for Children

Since 2004, Champions for Children has demonstrated its commitment
to achieving the highest level of service and impact to our community by

earning national accreditation from the Council on Accreditation. This
distinction provides a framework by which we continuously evaluate data

to inform our daily practices so that our organization can not only be
high-performing, but high-impact.

 
The GuideStar Platinum Seal of Transparency is evidence of our

assurance to provide current and prospective donors and funders with
information on our programs & results, financials, and operations.

CONNECT WITH US

WWW.CFCTB.ORG

mailto:jgoodman@cfctb.org
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