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WASHINGTON – Congress 
on Feb. 13 passed legislation 
granting Amtrak a $1.05 billion 
operating and capital grant for 
the 2003 fiscal year. Addition-
ally, repayment of a June 28, 
2002, $100 million from the U.
S. DOT loan from has been 
deferred. 

“We have no plans to shut 
down,” Amtrak spokeswoman 
Karina Van Veen told Gannett 
News Service. 

Amtrak’s $1.2 billion re-
quest for the fiscal year was 
predicated upon projected reve-
nue levels and tight controls on 
spending. Despite the appro-
priation, Amtrak still believes 
sustaining operations will be an 
ongoing challenge. 

“Though the budget will be 
extremely tight, this funding 
level should be sufficient to 
operate the national system for 
the remainder of the fiscal year, 
which ends September 30, 
2003,” Amtrak said in a Feb. 
14 statement. “Amtrak will 
continue to bring greater levels 

of efficiency to its operations 
without degrading the level of 
service to our customers and 
the safety we provide to our 
customers and employees.” 

Amtrak President David 
Gunn has said anything less 
than $1.2 billion in funding 
may force the railroad to cut 
operations. 

“My concern that federal 

funding substantially less than 
$1.2 billion in FY ‘03 will take 
us right back to the near-
shutdown we experienced last 
summer,” he said Jan. 15. 

Sen. Patty Murray, D-
Washington, along with several 
Senate Republicans, on Jan. 16 
ensured that the Senate would 
pass an amendment restoring 
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Railroad Quick Hits 

• Railfanning.org offers 
news updates on the web 
at: http://railfanning.org/
news. 

• Canadian Pacific Rail-
way, in partnership with 
MultiModal Applied Sys-
tems, Inc., has been 
named a finalist in the 
prestigious 2003 Franz 
Edelman Award for Man-
agement Science Achieve-
ment for its groundbreak-
ing work in scheduled 
railroading. 

• Union Pacific Railroad 
has become the first rail-
road in the United States 
to be named a partner in 
the U.S. Customs Ser-
vice’s Partnership Against 
Terrorism (C-TPAT). The 
partnership is intended to 
develop, enhance and 
maintain effective security 
processes throughout the 
global supply chain. 

• General Motors Corpora-
tion has named Union 
Pacific Railroad as one 
of eight outstanding sup-
pliers worldwide. 
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R A I L R O A D S  A G R E E  O N  G A S  R E D U C T I O N  G OA L S  
WASHINGTON — The 

nation’s freight railroads an-
nounced Feb. 12 that they ex-
pect to reduce the rate of green-
house gas emissions by 18 per-
cent by 2012, as part of Presi-
dent Bush’s “Climate VISION” 
initiative. 

Over the past two decades, 
the nation’s railroads have dra-
matically reduced the rate of 

greenhouse gases emissions 
through new technology and 
improved operating practices. 

“The commitments exempli-
fied by the… rail industry… 
are exactly the sort of voluntary 
efforts that Americans are 
known for, and exactly the sort 
needed to meet President 
Bush’s ambitious vision to re-
duce greenhouse gas emis-

sions,” said Department of 
Transportation Deputy Secre-
tary Michael Jackson. 

Edward R. Hamberger, 
president and CEO of the As-
sociation of American Rail-
roads, noted that the railroad 
industry has already reduced 
the emissions of greenhouse 
gases by more than 70 percent 
over the past two decades. 

An Acela Trainset sits at Washington’s Union Station in August 2002. 
(Todd DeFeo/The Cross-Tie) 



WASHINGTON — U.S. 
intermodal rail traffic rose 11.2 
percent while rail carload traf-
fic fell 0.1 percent in January 
2003, compared to January 
2002, the Association of 
American Railroads (AAR) 
reported. 

Intermodal traffic accounts 
for about 20 percent of U.S. 
Class I rail revenue. Over the 
past 10 years, it has been the 
fastest growing major segment 
of the U.S. freight rail industry. 

On the carload side, com-
modities with significant gains 
in January 2003 included me-
tallic ores, chemicals, steel, 
other metal products and coke. 
Ten of the 19 commodity cate-
gories tracked by the AAR saw 
gains in carloadings in January 
2003 compared with January 
2002. 

Commodities with carload 
declines in January 2003 in-
cluded coal and grain. 

“Excluding coal, U.S. rail 
carload traffic was up 4.7 per-
cent, or 41,605 carloads, in 
January 2003 compared with 
January 2002,” AAR Vice 
President Craig F. Rockey said. 
“On a year-over-year monthly 
basis, U.S. rail coal volumes 
have now fallen for 13 con-
secutive months. These de-
clines reflect continued dol-

drums in export coal markets, 
utility drawdowns of coal 
stockpiles, and other factors.” 

Canadian intermodal traffic 
in January 2003 was up 17.6 
percent compared with January 
2002, while Canadian carload 
traffic was down 1.0 percent. 
Grain traffic on Canadian carri-
ers was down 17.4 percent and 
carloads of grain mill products 
were down 17.7 percent. 

“In recent years, U.S. and 
Canadian railroads have spent 
billions of dollars on intermo-
dal-related investments in in-

frastructure and equipment, 
including new or expanded 
intermodal terminals, freight 
cars, state-of-the-art locomo-
tives, and added track capacity 
and advanced signaling sys-
tems to accommodate faster, 
more frequent intermodal 
trains,” Rockey said. 

“The result is responsive, 
cost-effective, environmen-
tally-friendly service that helps 
meet the increasingly demand-
ing freight transportation needs 
of our nation.” 

http://www.aar.org 
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Amtrak riders and commuter 
rail passengers across the coun-
try who depend on its service,” 
Murray said. “Restoring fund-
ing to Amtrak is the right thing 
to do while we continue to de-
bate the larger issues regarding 
the company’s future.” 

Six months ago the Appro-
priations Committee unani-
mously passed a bill that 
funded Amtrak at the level of 
$1.2 billion, the level requested 
by the Amtrak Board of Direc-
tors in order to keep the rail-

road running. 
“Once again, the Senate has 

demonstrated strong bipartisan 
support for Amtrak. I will con-
tinue to fight for Amtrak in 
Conference,” Murray said. 
“We now await a response 
from the White House and 
House Republicans. It is time 
for our nation's leaders to as-
sure travelers across the coun-
try that Amtrak will remain 
viable and more forward with 
reform.” 

http://www.amtrak.com 

(Continued from page 1) 
Amtrak’s funding to the $1.2 
billion previously approved by 
the Senate Appropriations 
Committee for fiscal year 2003. 
The amendment, one of only a 
handful to be successfully at-
tached thus far to the Omnibus 
Appropriations bill, restores 
funding for the struggling rail 
system to the amount necessary 
to maintain service. 

“Passage of this amendment 
provides stability for Amtrak 
and security to the millions of 

“Passage of this amendment 
provides stability for 

Amtrak and security to the 
millions of Amtrak riders 

and commuter rail 
passengers across the 

country who depend on its 
service” 

— Sen. Patty Murray, D-
Washington 

Canadian National serves both domestic and overseas customers with its 
time-sensitive intermodal service at Brampton Intermodal Terminal in 
Brampton, Ontario. (Photo Courtesy Canadian National) 
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The Cross-Tie 

SELKIRK, N.Y. – CSX 
praised New York Governor 
George Pataki and the State 
Legislature, especially sponsors 
Assembly Majority Leader 
Paul Tokasz and former State 
Senator Ron Stafford, for their 
efforts to encourage further 
development of the state’s 
transportation infrastructure by 
overhauling a tax structure that 
penalized railroads for invest-
ing in New York State. 

“With his leadership and 
perseverance in the past and his 
signature yesterday, Governor 
Pataki has completed the effort 
he began to open the door wel-
coming railroad investment and 
activity back into New York. 
We are proud to be here,” CSX 
Corporation Chairman, CEO 
and President Michael J. Ward 
said. “This action signals a re-

newed and vital partnership 
between the state and CSX 
that will result in increased 
opportunities for economic 
development and growth 
throughout the Empire State.” 

Ward added: “Working 
with Governor Pataki, Assem-
blyman Tokasz and Senator 
Stafford really created the 
partnerships necessary to 
make the legislation a reality. 
We are proud to be part of the 
team that included the private 
sector, state and local govern-
ments, and in particular, the 
Executive and Legislative 
branches.” 

CSX has demonstrated that 
railroads can be tremendous 
assets to any region’s economic 
growth initiatives, its leaders 
contend. Until the Legislature’s 
passage in June and the Gover-

nor’s action today, however, 
New York State’s method for 
assessing railroad property en-
couraged railroads to invest 
their capital elsewhere, CSX 
officials said. 

CSX is working with the 
state to develop new facilities 
in western New York and is 
expanding capacity along the 
west side of the Hudson River. 

injured in the collapse. 
Norfolk Southern reported 

that the snow, ice and wind 
impacted operations in a num-
ber of locations, including 
Ohio, West Virginia, and Vir-
ginia into the Northeast. The 
area included the Shared Asset 
Area operations in northern and 
southern New Jersey. 

Al Crown, executive vice 
president of operations for 
CSX, said Feb. 18 that all rail 

BALTIMORE — A Febru-
ary storm wreaked havoc on 
rail service nationwide. 

Amtrak was hit hard by the 
storm which dropped about 27 
inches here. In Boston, as much 
as 27.5 inches fell, according to 
the National Weather Service. 

In Sunnyside, Queens, the 
heavy snows caused the roof of 
an Amtrak repair building col-
lapsed, the New York Daily 
News reported. No one was 

crossings had to be cleared and 
all crossing signals checked to 
ensure that the storm and high 
winds did not cause any damage 
before service could be restored. 

The storm also caused delays 
on Virginia Railway Express’ 
passenger service. 

“Due to the large amount of 
snow and ice on the CSX line, 
they are not prepared to accom-
modate heavy train traffic,” VRE 
said in an e-mail alert. 
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CSX HAILS N.Y. TAX REFORMS 

F E B R U A R Y  S T O R M S  I M P A C T  N A T I O N ’ S  R A I L  S E R V I C E  

American markets — including 
Southern California, Northern 
California, Chicago, Baltimore, 
Philadelphia, New York City 
and major Canadian markets — 
through BNSF’s El Paso, 
Texas, gateway. 

“This new truck-competitive 
service with Ferromex will 
benefit shippers looking for a 
competitive, cost-effective al-
ternative to over-the-road ship-
ping,” said Richard Miller, as-
sistant vice president, BNSF 
Mexico Business. “For exam-

ple, the new service offers 
seven -or eight- day transit 
time between Los Angeles or 
Chicago to and from Mexico 
City and Guadalajara. This 
matches transit times offered 
by over-the-road service pro-
viders today.” 

Ferromex Intermodal Ser-
vice with BNSF started in 
2002, as a response to export 
and import customer require-
ments, moving time-sensitive 
automotive parts into and out 
of Mexico. 

MEXICO CITY, Mexico —
Burlington Northern and Santa 
Fe Railway Company and 
Ferrocarril Mexicano an-
nounced improvements to their 
transborder intermodal service 
by reducing transit times be-
tween major U.S./Canadian 
markets and Mexico. 

This service builds a seam-
less North American transpor-
tation network initially targeted 
for freight moving between 
Guadalajara or Mexico City, in 
Mexico, and major North 

“This new truck-competitive 
service with Ferromex will 
benefit shippers looking for 
a competitive, cost-effective 
alternative to over-the-road 

shipping” 

—Richard Miller, assistant 
VP, BNSF Mexico Business 

A northbound CSX freight passes 
through Springfield, Tenn. (Todd 
DeFeo/The Cross-Tie) 
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exclusive distributor Portec 
Rail Products Inc., invested 
three years of laboratory and 
rail environment site research 
to ensure that the grease’s per-
formance met the demanding  
requirements of freight rail-
roads. 

Formulated from U.S.-grown 
soybean oils and additives, 
SoyTrak is produced by Envi-
ronmental Lubricants  
Manufacturing in Waverly, 
Iowa. 
    “Norfolk Southern’s ap-
proval, after extensive research, 
including tests at the Associa-
tion of American Railroads’ 
Transportation Technology 
Center, gives new credibility to 
bio-based products,” said  
Lou Honary, UNI professor 
and director of the university’s 
lubricants research program. 
    Summer- and winter-grade 
blends are in use, and an all-
season blend is being devel-

NORFOLK, Va. — An 
unlikely new and environmen-
tally friendly track lubricant, 
made from soybeans, is now in 
use by Norfolk Southern Rail-
way. 
    SoyTrak biodegradable soy-
bean oil-based grease is being 
used as an alternative to petro-
leum-based grease for lubricat-
ing rails to reduce rail side 
wear and wheel flange wear in 
curves.  
    “Soybean grease is better for 
the environment, competitively 
priced and very effective,” said 
John M. Samuels, senior vice 
president operations planning 
and support. “It can increase 
the life of rail on curves sub-
stantially.” 
    Norfolk Southern’s Research 
and Test Department in Roa-
noke, Va., and the University 
of Northern Iowa’s Ag-Based 
Industrial Lubricants Research 
Program, in partnership with 

oped. “SoyTrak decomposes 
through natural processes in a  
matter of weeks after applica-
tion, so it’s beneficial for the  
environment,” said Don Creg-
ger, NS manager project engi-
neering. “It’s more efficient 
than petroleum grease in reduc-
ing wear through its greater 
durability and capacity for re-
ducing friction.” 
    In a letter to Norfolk South-
ern, U.S. Sen. Chuck Grassley 
of Iowa said, “Your company’s 
decision to use bio-based lubri-
cants is indicative of your ap-
preciation for the initiatives of 
the Farm Bill and recent strate-
gic emphasis on the use of bio-
based products.” 
    U.S. Sen. Tom Harkin of 
Iowa added that, “Bio-based 
alternatives open new markets 
for Iowa agricultural products.” 

http://www.nscorp.com 
http://www.soygrease.com 

Beans Help Environment and Promote 
Longer Track Life on Norfolk Southern 
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Catch the Train 

We’re on the Web! 
http://railfanning.org 
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Railroads In Depth 

• Railfanning.org offers 
news updates on the web 
at: http://railfanning.org/
news. Sign up for breaking 
news updates via e-mail. 

• The Amtrak Funding Is-
sue: Can Amtrak Operate 
Self-Sufficiently? See 
more in depth reports on-
line at: http://railfanning.
org/news/reports/amtrak. 

• Itermodal freight. Check 
out an in-depth look at 
why this is the fasting 
growing mode of railroad 
business. Log onto: http://
railfanning.org/news/
reports/intermodal. 

• The Acela Express: The 
Beginning or More to 
Come? Log onto: http://
railfanning.org/news/
reports/speed. 


