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General Instructions:
(i) This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory.
(ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these
instructions very carefully and follow them.
(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

PART – A (40 Marks)
READING

(20 Marks)

Q.1. Read the passage given below carefully:
1. As dusk falls the neon lights of the jewellery shops in Bowbazaar come alive but the lights
have no effect on the face of Mahadev Yadav who is seated on the footrest of his rickshaw that
is parked by the road, feeling very sad. He is sitting on his feet, hugging his knees to keep
himself warm in the biting cold, so weakened and lifeless as if he had been dead for days
without anyone noticing.
2. Who would after all notice a rickshaw puller, to check whether he is breathing or not? Yet
when the same rickshaw puller goes about his work pulling his rickshaw like a horse, he
becomes the most noticed man in Calcutta. He makes a great subject for photographers,
writers and filmmakers. He is the symbol of poor Calcutta. Many a famous actor has pulled
the rickshaw in film sets in the city.
3. Calcutta is said to have about 6000 rickshaw pullers running on its roads, running mostly in its
old neighborhoods. They have something in common apart from their poverty. All of them
come from the countryside. All of them wear the lungi to work, perhaps for better movement.
Almost all of them are elderly; I am yet to see a young man hand pulling a rickshaw. It can be
a sad sight to watch a man almost as old as your father struggling his way through the roads
dressed only in a vest and a lungi and often barefoot.
4. Mahadeo Yadav, the rickshaw puller is in his seventies and has been pulling the same
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rickshaw in and around Bowbazaar for fifty years. For him, fifty years, half a century is not an
achievement, but merely the time that has passed ever since he came to Calcutta to earn a
living.
5. He lives all alone in Calcutta, in a room in a nearby lane, paying a monthly rent of fifty rupees.
He is out with his rickshaw between three in the afternoon and ten at night, sometimes earning
sixty or seventy rupees a day and sometimes nothing. Every month without fail he sends ‘300
to his wife back home, and once every year visits her. “I will pull the rickshaw as long as I
can,” he says, “This is my only source of livelihood. These days I tire easily. Sometimes my feet
hurt and sometimes my back. But do I have a choice?” He answers all my questions without
looking at me even once, but continues to stare ahead blankly, his arms folded around his
knees. I take a good look at his rickshaw: the two—the rickshaw and the rickshaw puller—
make quite a pair.
On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the
eleven given below:
(1×10=10)
(a) The neon lights have no effect on Yadav’s face because:
(i) he is feeling weak and tired.
(ii) he has nothing to look forward to.
[Ans. (iv)
(iii) he is sad and gloomy.
(iv) all the above
(b) Yadav keeps himself warm by:
(i) sitting on the footrest of his rickshaw.
(ii) running barefoot on the road.
[Ans. (iii)
(iii) hugging his knees.
(iv) none of the above.
(c) A rickshaw puller is noticed only when he
(i) acts in a film.
(ii) becomes a subject for photographers.
(iii) sits all alone.
(iv) is old and tired.
[Ans. (ii)
(d) Pick out the statement which is NOT TRUE:
(i) Most rickshaw pullers are old.
(ii) The rickshaw pullers earn very little.
(iii) Many renowned actors are rickshaw pullers.
[Ans. (iii)
(iv) They are neglected by people.
(e) All rickshaw pullers have ............. in common:
(i) their attire
(ii) their youth
(iii) their lifelessness (iv) their home
[Ans. (i)

(f) Rickshaw pullers wear lungi as:
(i) it is cheap.
(ii) it is their dress.
(iii) it makes movement easy.
(iv) they are elderly.
[Ans. (iii)
(g) The rickshaw pullers are symbols of poor Calcutta because of their:
(i) less number.
(ii) poverty.
(iii) peculiar dress.
(iv) sympathetic condition.
[Ans. (ii)
(h) Pulling the rickshaw for fifty years is a/an ............. for Yadav:
(i) passage of time
(ii) achievement
(iii) tireless job
(iv) sad plight
[Ans. (i)

(i) Mahadeo Yadav stares ahead blankly because of his ..................
(i) fatigue
(ii) hunger
(iii) hopelessness
(j) The word in Para 2 which means the same as ‘well-known’ is:
(i) symbol
(ii) notice
(iii) noticed
(k) The word in Para 5 which means the same as ‘income’ is:
(i) rent
(ii) earning
(iii) paying

(iv) age

[Ans. (iii)

(iv) great [Ans. (iii)
(iv) livelihood
[Ans. (ii)

Q.2. Read the passage carefully:
Global weather is warming leading to Arctic meltdown. This is primarily a result of the
greenhouse effect caused by too much carbon dioxide in the atmosphere which acts as a blanket,
trapping heat and warming the plant. Burning of fossil fuels like coal, oil and natural gas for
energy, cutting down and burning forests to create pastures and plantations leads to carbon
accumulation. Refrigeration and air conditioning and certain agricultural practices also aggravate
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the problem by releasing additional potent global warming gases such as methane and nitrous
oxide. Over the last century, global average temperature has increased by more than 1.0º F.
A warming would also have the potential to change
rainfall and snow patterns, increase droughts and
severe storms, reduce lake ice cover, melt glaciers,
increase sea levels and change plant and animal
behaviour. The impact of global warming on our
planet is extremely serious and if this problem is not
tackled on an urgent basis it will lead to melting of
polar ice caps leading to an increase in sea level
drowning coastlines and slowly submerging
continents. Our generation needs to give a healing
touch to the earth which we have ourselves made
sick.
On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the
eleven given below:
(1×10=10)
(a) Global warming is a result of:
(i) warm planet.
(ii) trapped heat.
(iii) greenhouse effect.
(iv) carbon dioxide.
[Ans. (iii)
(b) The cause of greenhouse effects is:
(i) global warming.
(ii) burning of coal.
(iii) cutting down trees.
[Ans. (iv)
(iv) too much carbon dioxide in the atmosphere.
(c) Carbon accumulation is caused by:
(i) burning of fossil fuel.
(ii) burning forests.
[Ans. (iv)
(iii) burning natural gas.
(iv) all the above
(d) The word in the passage which means the same as ‘to make worse’ is:
(i) potent
(ii) severe
(iii) aggravate
(iv) accumulation
[Ans. (iii)

(e) According to the pie chart the main greenhouse gas emissions is by:
(i) power stations.
(ii) industries.
(iii) transportation fuel.
(iv) land use.
(f) A warming world DOES NOT:
(i) increase droughts.
(ii) reduce lake ice cover.
(iii) create pastures.
(iv) melt glaciers.
(g) Gases like methane and nitrous oxide are released by:
(i) greenhouse effect
(ii) fossil fuel burning
(iii) some agricultural practices
(iv) changing snow patterns
(h) On the basis of the pie chart choose the option that is NOT TRUE:

(i)
(iii)
(i) The
(i)

(1) Transportation fuel
emits more gases than
industries

(2) The treatment of waste
disposal and treatment
emits the least gases

(3) There is a stark difference between gases emitted
by land use and residential/
commercial sources

(4) The gases emitted by
agricultural by products
is more than that by fossil
fuels

[Ans. (i)

[Ans. (iii)

[Ans. (iii)

Option 2 and 4
(ii) Option 1 and 3
[Ans. (ii)
Option 3 and 4
(iv) Option 1 and 2
word ‘submerging’ in the passage DOES NOT mean the same as:
sinking
(ii) drown
(iii) go over
(iv) go under
[Ans. (iii)

3

(j) It is evident from the pie chart that almost 40% of greenhouse gas emissions are caused
by:
(i) power stations and industries.
(ii) agriculture and fossil fuel retrieval.
(iii) water disposal and treatment and industries.
(iv) agricultural and water disposal.
[Ans. (i)
(k) If global warming is not tackled on an urgent basis it will lead to:
(i) melting of polar ice caps.
(ii) submergence of continents.
(iii) drowning coastlines.
(iv) all the above
[Ans. (iv)

LITERATURE

(20 Marks)

Q.3. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY TWO of the three given by answering the
questions that follow.
(4+4=8)
[A] Morning found the town of Motihari black with peasants. They did not know Gandhi’s record in
South Africa. They had merely heard that a Mahatma who wanted to help them was in trouble
with the authorities. Their spontaneous demonstration, in thousands, around the courthouse was
the beginning of their liberation from fear of the British. The officials felt powerless without
Gandhi’s cooperation. He helped them regulate the crowd. He was polite and friendly. He was
giving them concrete proof that their might, hitherto dreaded and unquestioned, could be
challenged by Indians.
(a) The phrase ‘black with peasants’ signifies:
(i) Dark clouds
(ii) Black clothes
[Ans. (iv)
(iii) Carrying black placards
(iv) Multitude of people
(b) The peasants spontaneous demonstration reveals their:
(i) fear
(ii) courage
(iii) determination
(iv) liberation
[Ans. (ii)

(c) The
(i)
(iii)
(d) The
(i)

concrete proof that Gandhiji gave to the authorities was:
their power could be challenged
(ii) their might was not dreaded any more
[Ans. (i)
their rule could not be questioned
(iv) all the above
word ‘hitherto’ does not mean the same as:
previously
(ii) earlier
(iii) thereafter
(iv) formerly
[Ans. (iii)

[B] I jumped over the bench and sat down at my desk. Not till then, when I had got a little over my
fright, did I see that our teacher had on his beautiful green coat, his frilled shirt, and the little
black silk cap, all embroidered, that he never wore except on inspection and prize days. Besides,
the whole school seemed so strange and solemn. But the thing that surprised me most was to see,
on the back benches that were always empty, the village people sitting quietly like ourselves; old
Hauser, with his three-cornered hat, the former mayor, the former postmaster, and several others
besides.
(a) Franz was frightened because:
(i) he had not learnt the participles.
(ii) his teacher was angry.
(iii) he was late for school.
(iv) both (i) and (iii)
[Ans. (iii)
(b) M. Hamel was dressed in his formals:
(i) in honour of the last French lesson.
(ii) in a gesture of bidding farewell.
(iii) to pay his respect to the village elders who were present.
(iv) to show his respect for a country that was not theirs any more.
[Ans. (i)
(c) The atmosphere prevailing in the whole school on that day was:
(i) threatening
(ii) trivial
(iii) haphazard
(iv) grave [Ans. (iv)
(d) The word ‘Strange’ means the same as:
(i) Queer
(ii) Usual
(iii) Ordinary
(iv) Typical [Ans. (i)
[C] “No. That’s not the story. The point is that the little skunk loved his mommy more than he loved
all the other little animals and she knew what was right.” “No. Tomorrow you say he hit that
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mommy. Do it.” She kicked her legs up and sat down on the bed with a great heave and
complaint of springs, as she had done hundreds of times before, except that this time she did not
laugh. “Say it, Daddy.”
(a) Jo’s arguing with her father to change the end of the skunk’s story reveals her:
(i) haughtiness
(ii) arrogance
(iii) standpoint
(iv) outcome
[Ans. (iii)

(b) Jack felt that Roger shunk should have obeyed his mother because:
(i) he loved her the most.
(ii) he had not taken her permission earlier.
(iii) his mother knew what was right.
(iv) both (i) and (iii).
[Ans. (iv)
(c) Jo did not laugh because she was:
(i) adamant
(ii) serious
(iii) stubborn
(iv) sincere [Ans. (ii)
(d) The word ‘heave’ in the extract means the same as:
(i) inhale
(ii) pacify
(iii) soothe
(iv) sigh
[Ans. (iv)
Q.4. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given by answering the
questions that follow.
(1×4=4)
[A]
Surely, Shakespeare is wicked, the map a bad example,
With ships and sun and love tempting them to steal—
For lives that slyly turn in their cramped holes
From fog to endless night? On their slag heap, these children
Wear skins peeped through by bones and spectacles of steel
With mended glass, like bottle bits on stones.
All of their time and space are foggy slum.
So blot their maps with slums as big as doom
(a) Stephen Spender refers to Shakespeare as wicked because:
(i) there is no correlation between his works and the slum children.
(ii) the slum children think he is a bad person.
(iii) the slum children do not like him.
(iv) he portrays a pessimistic world.
[Ans. (i)
(b) The map is a bad example for the slum children because:
(i) it does not include their slum.
(ii) they are forced to spend their lives in cramped holes.
(iii) they cannot be a part of the world
[Ans. (iv)
(iv) all the above
(c) ‘Sun’ and ‘love’ symbolise:
(i) Vigour and vitality
(ii) Power and strength
[Ans. (iii)
(iii) Joy and happiness
(iv) Temptation and desire
(d) ‘From fog to endless night’ implies:
(i) cold weather
(ii) bleak future
(iii) less opportunities (iv) poverty
[Ans. (ii)

[B]

Or
Some shape of beauty moves away the pall
From our dark spirits. Such the sun, the moon,
Trees old, and young, sprouting a shady boon
For simple sheep; and such are daffodils
With the green world they live in; and clear rills
That for themselves a cooling covert make
‘Gainst the hot season;
(a) What does ‘some shape of beauty’ do for us?
(i) makes our spirit dark
(ii) takes us on the right path
(iii) reinstates our faith in life
(iv) makes us believe in values
(b) The thing of beauty not mentioned in the above extract is:
(i) sun
(ii) moon
(iii) quiet bower
(iv) sheep
(c) The ‘clear rills’ provide a soothing effect:

[Ans. (iii)
[Ans. (iii)
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(i) during the cool season
(ii) by giving us shade
(iii) in the hot season
(iv) in the green world
[Ans. (iii)
(d) ‘Cooling covert’ is:
(i) a metaphor
(ii) alliteration
(iii) a simile
(iv) imagery [Ans. (ii)
Q.5. Attempt ANY EIGHT questions from the ten given below:
(1×8=8)
(a) M. Hamel made a gesture with his hand to dismiss the class because he was:
(i) deeply touched
(ii) extremely regretful
(iii) overwhelmed with emotions
(iv) intensely affected
[Ans. (iii)
(b) ‘But promises like mine abound in every corner of his bleak world’. What ‘promise’ does
the writer refer to?
(i) To free Saheb from child labour
(ii) To start a school
(iii) To give him a pair of shoes
(iv) to make an attempt to restore his lost childhood
[Ans. (ii)
(c) The poet refers to Aunt Jennifer as just ‘aunt’ in the last stanza because:
(i) she is representative of the oppressed women.
(ii) she has lost her identity.
(iii) she accepts her supression meekly.
(iv) all the above
[Ans. (iv)
(d) The children of the slum are compared to ‘rootless weeds’ because:
(i) they are wild and untamed
(ii) they are unwanted
(iii) their life is being wasted
(iv) their hair is unkept
[Ans. (ii)
(e) ‘Well, Mr. Terror, what do you think you can do to me?’ The literary device used is:
(i) Satire
(ii) Imagery
(iii) Allusion
(iv) Symbolism
[Ans. (i)

(f) Edla interceded for the peddler when her father asked him to leave because:
(i) she was embarrassed by her father’s rudeness.
(ii) she wanted to give a memorable Christmas to the poor wretch.
(iii) she did not want to hand him over to the police.
[Ans. (ii)
(iv) her father was at fault.
(g) Why does Pablo Neruda say, “you keep quiet and I will go.”?
(i) He is disappointed.
(ii) He does not want to persuade further.
(iii) He has made a recommendation and is now making an exit.
(iv) He has to count upto twelve.
[Ans. (iii)
(h) Man is able to forget sadness and gloom around him due to:
(i) the comfort of material things.
(ii) God’s beautiful creations.
(iii) the grandeur of the dooms.
(iv) the lovely tales of the mighty people.
[Ans. (ii)

(i) The
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iv)
(j) The
(i)
(iii)

big planters agreed to make refunds for the peasants because:
there was a lot of evidence against them.
they were intimidated by Gandhiji’s presence.
they accepted their mistake.
they had not expected such a revolt.
main idea of the poem, ‘My Mother at Sixty Six’ is:
fear of loss and separation.
(ii) loss of youth.
declining health.
(iv) loss of beauty.

PART – B (40 Marks)
WRITING

[Ans. (i)

[Ans. (i)

(16 Marks)

Q.6. Attempt ANY ONE of the following:
(1×3)
[A] You are Vineeta/Vikram, School Pupil Leader of Rani Laxmi Bai Senior Secondary School,
Gwalior. Draft a notice for your school notice board in not more than 50 words inviting the names
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[B]

Q.7.
[A]

[B]

Q.8.
[A]

[B]

Q.9.
[A]

[B]

of the students who want to participate in the cultural programme organised in aid of the victims
of the recent Assam floods.
Or
You have a three bedroom flat in Dwarka, which you want to let out on rent. Draft an
advertisement in not more than 50 words to be published in ‘The Times of India’ under classified
columns. Contact: 27589020
Attempt ANY ONE of the following:
(1×5)
You are the Head Boy of Global School, Kanpur. The school is having its annual function on 17th
January, 20xx. The Education Minister, Mr. H. N. Singh, has consented to be the chief guest. Draft
an invitation card in about 50 words to be sent to the invitees.
Or
You are Prof. R. K. Arya, an academician, you have been invited by Sunrise Public School, Green
Park, to be the chief guest at the Annual Cultural Festival. Write your reply in about 50 words
expressing your inability to accept the invite.
Attempt ANY ONE of the following:
(1×5)
Along with air and water pollution, our cities are also under an attack of noise pollution.
Marriage processions, DJs during wedding receptions, loud music from neighbourhood flats etc.
are all sources of noise which is not good for the old, the ailing and the students. Write a letter in
120-150 words to the editor of a local newspaper describing the problem and making a request to
the concerned authorities to solve it. You are Karan/Karuna, M 114, Mall Road, Delhi.
Or
Write an application (including a resume’) in 120-150 words for the post of receptionist advertised
in a national newspaper by JKL Publishers, Peshwa Road, Pune. You are Karuna, M 114, Mall
Road, Pune, a graduate from SNDT University and have done a Secretarial Practice Course from
YMCA, Mumbai.
Attempt ANY ONE of the following:
(1×5)
To have a fair complexion is an obsession in our society. Demand for fair brides in matrimonial
columns and sale of fairness creams are evidence enough. Write an article in 150-200 words giving
your view on ‘Beautiful mind, better than a fair complexion.’ You are Natwar/Nimmi.
Use the following clues:
• The west, people like to be tanned
• Fair complexion, only skin deep
• Beautiful mind
• Attitude to life
• Behaviour in society, etc.
Or
Your school conducted a seminar on ‘How to prevent cruelty towards animals’, in which 40 city
CBSE schools took part. As Co-ordinator of the programme, write a report in 100-125 words for
the school magazine. You are Vikram/Vidhi of C.P.S Senior Secondary School, Bengaluru.

LITERATURE

(24 Marks)

Q.10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions given below, in 30-40 words each.
(a) How is Earth a source of life when all seems dead on it?
(b) Which industry was a boon and also a bane for the people of Firozabad? How?
(c) What will happen to Aunt Jennifer’s tigers when she is dead?
(d) Why was the crofter so friendly and talkative with the peddler?
(e) How can ‘mighty dead’ be things of beauty?
(f) When did Douglas first start fearing water?

(2×5=10)

Q.11. Attempt ANY TWO out of the three questions given below, in 30-40 words each.
(a) How had Dr. Sadao nearly missed marrying Hana?
(b) Why does Derry’s mother not want him to go back and visit Mr. Lamb?
(c) How did McLeery misguide the police officials?

(2×2=4)
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Q.12. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words.
(1×5=5)
Most of us do not raise our voice against injustice in our society and tend to remain mute
spectators. Anees Jung in her article “Lost Childhood” vividly highlights the miserable life of
street children and bangle makers of Firozabad. She wants us to act. Which qualities does she
want the children to develop?
Or
Why did the Crofter repose confidence in the peddler? How did the peddler feel after betraying
the Crofter?
Q.13. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words.
(1×5=5)
What was the General’s plan to get rid of the American prisoner? Was it executed? What traits of
the General’s character are highlighted in the lesson ‘The Enemy’?
Or
Write a character sketch of the Governor of Oxford Prison based on the story, ‘Evans Tries an OLevel’.
❒ ❒ ❒ ❒
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