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General Instructions:
(i) This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory.
(ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these
instructions very carefully and follow them.
(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

PART – A (40 Marks)
READING

(20 Marks)

Q.1. Read the passage given below carefully:
1. The play of names has almost a touch of fable here—Nirakar, the formless one, regenerating
the primal form of a forest that had passed into the mist. For the last 20 years Nirakar Mallick,
a small farmer in Orissa’s Kendra Para district, has been greening a coastal landscape that had
of late been experiencing more of brown. Droughts, as they are wont to be, are cruel in these
parts. At other times, it’s excess water that’s the bane. Nirakar’s latest sally—the rebirthing of
a forest on a two hectare stretch circling the river Brahmani near his village—came after the
green patch was denuded in the 1999 super cyclone.
2. The tidal waves that had swamped Orissa’s coasts had led to heavy soil erosion, rendering
these villages forever vulnerable to floods. But now, thanks to Nirakar, over 5,000 trees of
sundry varieties cover the area. This has not only helped restore the local ecosystem but also
provided a potential source of income to the community. People, however, were skeptical in
the beginning. They were losing out on grazing ground for cattle. Some were also suspicious
of Nirakar’s motive, fearing he was out to grab government land. But once the trees began
shooting up and the entire village looked rejuvenated, everybody was won over. Nirakar, for
one, never made any bid to corner the fruits of his labour.
3. So now there are fruit bearing trees in the forest—jackfruit, mango, guava, coconut, as well as
timber rich ones like teak, casuarinas, eucalyptus. Not all of the 7,000 seedlings he’d planted,
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survived the elements. That didn’t deter him, and Nirakar proudly says that as long as he is
alive, no one from the area would ever harm a tree.
4. Over the years, Nirakar has spent a small fortune out of his own hard earned savings in
greening mission. As a driver in Orissa Lift Irrigation Corporation (OLIC), he‘d get about
`3000 a month. From this, he would put aside `500 for planting trees. For the last two years he
has not been receiving his salary from the defunct OLIC. He manages to make both ends meet
by working his share of the one acre farmland inherited from his father. Born in 1962 in a poor
Harijan family in Aliha village, Nirakar inherited a feel for the soil and the green thumb of his
father. A good student, he had to quit studies after class 9th to take up a job. He joined the
OLIC in 1982 and got married the same year. Today he is the father of three sons and a
daughter.
5. Though officially a driver, Nirakar is a jack of all trades, doubling up as mechanic, fitter,
electrician and operator at Aliha’s lift irrigation project. For the area’s small farmers who
depend on the water supplied through lift irrigation, he is nothing short of a hero.
6. Anti-hero too, for some, at a point of time. Traditionally, the Harijans of Aliha never planted
coconuts. The Brahmins had told them that if they dared to plant the forbidden fruit, there
would be death in the community. Nirakar broke this “divine” taboo. He got about a 100
coconut trees from the district agricultural farm and distributed it among his people. Today
almost every courtyard in Aliha village has half a dozen fruit bearing coconut trees. And no
one died. Nirakar’s wife is an enthusiastic partner in his green ventures. His children also help
him. He has now taken a plantation of 20,000 seedlings along the 3-kilometre stretch from
Manipatna to Singri in his block. Nirakar aims to plant at least one lakh trees before he dies.
7. Recognition has evaded him so far and Nirakar is least bothered. His only regret is that the
government has not taken over maintenance of the forest from him so that it can be preserved
for posterity. He hopes his good work is not lost after he is gone. He is, as you must have
realized by now, crazy about his trees. “The trees speak to me,” he says, “God has paid me
back richly in many ways. I need nothing more”.
On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the
eleven that follow:
(1×10=10)
(a) For the last 20 years Nirakar Mallick has been:
(i) planting trees.
(ii) greening the coastal landscape.
(iii) circling in Orissa’s Kendra Para district. (iv) both (i) and (ii).
[Ans. (iv)
(b) The Para district of Orissa is prone to:
(i) Tidal waves
(ii) Droughts
(iii) Soil erosion
(iv) Cyclones [Ans. (ii)
(c) The trees that cover the area have helped to:
(i) Restrain the local ecosystems
(ii) Provide ground for grazing
[Ans. (iv)
(iii) Give income to the people
(iv) Curtail tidal waves
(d) People were skeptical of Nirakar’s motives in the beginning because:
(i) They feared he would grab the government land.
(ii) He was using the ground to graze cattle.
(iii) He was making the area vulnerable to floods.
[Ans. (i)
(iv) He was making a bid to corner the fruits of his labour.
(e) Nirakar quit his studies:
(i) as he belonged to a poor family.
(ii) he was not a good student.
[Ans. (iii)
(iii) for a job.
(iv) none of the above
(f) What does Nirakar do to make both ends meet?
(i) Farming
(ii) He is a driver.
[Ans. (ii)
(iii) He works as a mechanic.
(iv) He is an electrician.
(g) The Harijans of Aliha never planted coconuts because:
(i) it was a forbidden fruit.
(ii) only Brahmins planted it.
[Ans. (iii)
(iii) it was a divine taboo.
(iv) the soil was not fertile.
(h) Nirakar is not bothered by:
(i) his anti hero image
(ii) preservation of forests
[Ans. (i)
(iii) government indifference
(iv) lack of recognition
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(i) The word in Para 2 which means the same as ‘unsafe’ is:
(i) skeptical
(ii) vulnerable
(iii) suspicious
(iv) potential [Ans. (iii)
(j) The word in Para 1 which means the same as ‘cause for trouble’ is:
[Ans. (iv)
(i) regret
(ii) evaded
(iii) bothered
(iv) bane
(k) Nirakar has broken the ‘divine taboo’ by:
(i) planting 7000 seedlings.
(ii) distributing agricultural land among Harijans.
(iii) successfully leading the green campaign.
[Ans. (iv)
(iv) planting coconut trees.
Q.2. Read the passage given below:
1. Every one is concerned with one or the other type of activity to earn money for wealth to meet
their wants. An economic activity means that activity which is based on or related to the use of
scarce resources for the satisfaction of human wants.
Economic activities are classified as under:
Economic Activities
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Production
Consumption
Investment
Exchange
Distribution
2. Production: Production is that economic activity which is concerned with increasing the utility
or value of goods and services. Manufacturing shirt with the help of cloth (raw material) and
tailoring (labour) etc. is an act of production. Transporting sand from river bank to town,
where it is needed, is also an act of production. Here utility is created through transportation
of goods to the person who needs it.
3. Consumption: Consumption is that economic activity which is concerned with the use of
goods and services for the direct satisfaction of individual and collective wants. Consumption
activity is the base of all production activities. There would have been no production if there
would have been no consumption. For example, eating bread, drinking water or milk, wearing
shirt, services of lawyer or doctor etc. are consumption activities.
4. Investment: Investment is that economic activity which is concerned with production of
capital goods for further production of goods and services. Investment indirectly satisfies
human wants. For example, the production of printing press machines to print newspapers,
books, magazines etc. or investment in computers to provide internet, banking and related
services.
5. Exchange: Exchange is that economic activity which is concerned with sale and purchase of
commodities. This buying and selling is mostly done in terms of money or price. So, it is also
called “Product Pricing” which is related to determination of the price of the product under
different conditions of the market, viz., perfect competition, imperfect competition, monopoly
etc.
6. Distribution: Distribution is that economic activity which deals with determination of price of
factors of production (land, labour, capital and enterprise). This is known as the ‘Factor
Pricing’, for example, price of land is rent, that of labour is wage, that of capital is interest and
price of entrepreneur is profit. Distribution is the study to know how the national income or
total income arising from what has been produced in the country (called Gross Domestic
Product or GDP) is distributed through salaries, wages, profits and interest.
Source: N.M. Shah
On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the
eleven that follow:
(1×10=10)
(a) Economic activity refers to:
(i) use of natural resources to satisfy human wants.
(ii) use of scanty resources to satisfy human greed.
(iii) use of scanty resources to satisfy human wants.
(iv) use of scarce human resources
[Ans. (iii)
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(b) Production is concerned with:
(i) increasing value of goods.
(iii) increase in the services of goods.
(c) Act of production includes:
(i) Labour
(ii) Material

(ii) increasing value of goods and services.
(iv) increase in value of services.
[Ans. (ii)
(iii) Transportation

(iv) All the above
[Ans. (iv)

(d) Consumption activity forms the ............. of all production activities.
(i) Provision
(ii) Basis
(iii) Relation
(iv) Factor
(e) What does consumption activity NOT include:
(i) Professional services.
(ii) Drinking.
(iii) Eating.
(iv) Marketing
(f) Choose the option that lists the statement that is NOT TRUE:
(i) Investment satisfies human wants directly.
(ii) No production is possible without consumption.
(iii) Exchange is concerned with buying and selling commodities.
(iv) Manufacturing shirt is an act of production.
(g) Based on your understanding of the passage, choose the option that is TRUE.
1. Consumption relates to
use of goods and services

2. Exchange is concerned
with buying goods

3. Distribution deals with
capital and enterprise

4. The buying and selling
is done in terms of sale

(i) Option 1 and 2
(iii) Option 1 and 3
(h) ‘Product pricing’ relates to:
(i) imperfect competition.
(iii) human wants.
(i) Distribution deals with:
(i) Competition
(ii) Consumption

[Ans. (ii)

[Ans. (iv)

[Ans. (i)

(ii) Option 2 and 4
(iv) Option 1 and 4

[Ans. (iv)

(ii) purchase of commodities.
(iv) investment.
(iii) Capital

[Ans. (i)

(iv) Monopoly
[Ans. (ii)

(j) Which word in the passage, Para 6, means the same as ‘salary’:
(i) Rent
(ii) Capital
(iii) Interest
(k) Gross Domestic Product is:
(i) national income of the country.
(ii) capital interest.
(iii) total income from what is produced in the country.
(iv) money distributed in the country.

LITERATURE

(iv) Wage

[Ans. (iv)

[Ans. (iii)

(20 Marks)

Q.3. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY TWO of the three given by answering the
questions that follow.
(4+4=8)
[A] A few years later when I came to know the waters of the Cascades, I wanted to get into them.
And whenever I did—whether I was wading the Tieton or Bumping River or bathing in Warm
Lake of the Goat Rocks—the terror that had seized me in the pool would come back. It would
take possession of me completely. My legs would become paralysed. Icy horror would grab my
heart.
(a) Choose the term which best matches the statement ‘It would take possession of me
completely’.
(i) Cease
(ii) Seize
(iii) Attach
(iv) Confiscate [Ans. (ii)
(b) The word ‘paralyse’ in the above context means the same as:
(i) immobilize
(ii) icy cold
(iii) lame
(iv) disable
[Ans. (i)
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(c) The phrase ‘icy horror’ means:
(i) intense fear
(ii) acute terror
(iii) extreme panic
(iv) all the above
[Ans. (iv)
(d) Whenever Douglas went near a river or lake he:
(i) felt helpless
(ii) became desperate
(iii) was startled
(iv) felt dreadful
[Ans. (iv)
Or
[B] I heard M. Hamel say to me, “I won’t scold you, little Franz; you must feel bad enough. See how
it is! Every day we have said to ourselves, ‘Bah! I’ve plenty of time. I’ll learn it tomorrow’. And
now you see where we’ve come out. Ah, that’s the great trouble with Alsace; she puts off learning
till tomorrow. Now those fellows out there will have the right to say to you, ‘How is it; you
pretend to be Frenchmen, and yet you can neither speak nor write your own language?’ But you
are not the worst, poor little Franz. We’ve all a great deal to reproach ourselves with.”
(a) M. Hamel did not scold Franz because:
(i) he was feeling bad
(ii) there was plenty of time to learn
(iii) he knew Franz was feeling bad
(iv) he was blaming himself
[Ans. (iii)
(b) The phrase ‘those fellows’ refers to:
(i) the Frenchmen
(ii) the village elders
[Ans. (iii)
(iii) the Prussians
(iv) the new teachers
(c) Why did M. Hamel say Franz was not the worst?
(i) The Frenchmen did not want to learn
(ii) The children’s parents were to blame
(iii) Most of the students were like Franz
(iv) They were all at fault
[Ans. (iv)
(d) The word ‘reproach’ means the same as:
(i) admonish
(ii) boast
(iii) credit
(iv) punish
[Ans. (i)
[C] Stephens felt pleased that the Governor had asked him, and not Jackson, to see McLeery off the
premises, and all in all the morning had gone pretty well. But something stopped him from
making his way directly to the canteen for a belated cup of coffee. He wanted to take just one last
look at Evans. It was like a programme he’d seen on TV—about a woman who could never really
convince herself that she’d locked the front door when she’d gone to bed: often she’d got up
twelve, fifteen, sometimes twenty times to check the bolts.
(a) Stephens was pleased that:
(i) Jackson had not been told to see McLeery off.
(ii) Evans was still in his cell.
(iii) he could finally have his coffee.
[Ans. (i)
(iv) he was able to look at Evans once again.
(b) ‘but something stopped him ............ ‘ The ‘something’ here refers to:
(i) impression
(ii) doubt
(iii) instinct
(iv) suspicion [Ans. (iii)
(c) Stephens decided to counter check on Evans because:
(i) he was keen to see Evans one more time.
(ii) he was convinced Evans was escaping.
(iii) it was hard to believe everything had gone smoothly.
[Ans. (iv)
(iv) Evans could not be trusted.
(d) The lady got up many times to check the bolts because she was:
(i) negligent
(ii) careless
(iii) apprehensive
(iv) concerned
[Ans. (iii)

Q.4. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given by answering the
questions that follow.
(1×4=4)
[A] Aunt Jennifer’s fingers fluttering through her wool
Find even the ivory needle hard to pull.
The massive weight of Uncle’s wedding band
Sits heavily upon Aunt Jennifer’s hand.
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(a) These lines reveal that Aunt Jennifer was:
(i) mentally disturbed
(ii) a nervous wreck
(iii) emotionally weak
(iv) exhausted and tired
[Ans. (ii)
(b) Aunt Jennifer’s fingers are fluttering because:
(i) she is weary and sleepy
(ii) of her old age
(iii) she is terrified and scared
(iv) she does not want to embroider [Ans. (iii)
(c) The image ‘massive weight of Uncle’s wedding band’ suggests:
(i) the ring is heavy for her delicate fingers
(ii) since she is overworked the ring appears to be heavy
(iii) an oppressive marriage
[Ans. (iv)
(iv) all the above
(d) The literary device used in ‘fingers fluttering through the wool’ is:
(i) Repetition
(ii) Symbolism
(iii) Metaphor
(iv) Alliteration
[Ans. (iv)

Or
[B] All lovely tales that we have heard or read;
An endless fountain of immortal drink,
Pouring unto us from the heaven’s brink.
(a) The thing of beauty mentioned in the above lines is:
(i) endless fountain
(ii) heaven’s brink
[Ans. (iii)
(iii) lovely tales
(iv) immortal drink
(b) The literary device used in ‘an endless fountain of immortal drink’ is:
(i) Metaphor
(ii) Hyperbole
(iii) Simile
(iv) Personification
[Ans. (i)
(c) An ‘endless fountain’ is a source of ................... inspiration.
(i) eternal
(ii) perpetual
(iii) everlasting
(iv) all the above
[Ans. (iv)

(d) ‘Heaven’s brink‘ gives beauty a ................ element.
(i) immortal
(ii) moral
(iii) divine

(iv) mundane
[Ans. (iii)

Q.5. Attempt ANY EIGHT questions from the ten given below:
(1×8=8)
(a) ‘Don’t go so fast, bub; you’ll get to your school in plenty of time. Franz thought the blacksmith was making fun of him because:
(i) The blacksmith was taunting him.
(ii) Franz was late for school.
(iii) The blacksmith was being sarcastic.
(iv) Franz had not read the bulletin board.
[Ans. (iv)

(b) Choose the statement that is NOT TRUE with reference to Rajkumar Shukla.
(i) He was literate.
(ii) He was a sharecropper.
(iii) He was resolute.
(iv) All the above.
[Ans. (i)
(c) The symbol from nature that the poet invokes to convey that there can be life under
stillness is:
(i) Seed
(ii) Trees
(iii) Earth
(iv) Sea
[Ans. (iii)
(d) According to Keats, humans do not cease to love life despite sorrow and suffering because:
(i) of a quiet bower.
(ii) of a sleep that gives us sweet dreams.
(iii) of random phases of joy and happiness.
[Ans. (iii)
(iv) of the flowery band that binds us to the earth.
(e) The two teachers who volunteered to work in Champaran were:
(i) Mahadev Desai and Devdas
(ii) Professor Malkhani and C.F Andrews
(iii) Narhari Parikh and Mahadev Desai
(iv) Professor Malkhani and Kriplani
[Ans. (iii)

(f) The ironmaster’s greatest ambition was to:
(i) see the work was done well
(ii) ship out good iron to the market
(iii) have the peddler over for Christmas
(iv) to hand over the peddler to the Sheriff

[Ans. (ii)
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(g) The poet, Kamala Das, looks out of the window:
(i) to all the trees sprinting
(ii) as she was feeling bored.
(iii) to see the merry children
(iv) in an attempt to distract herself [Ans. (iv)
(h) The wedding band on Aunt Jennifer’s finger is referred to as ‘Uncle’s wedding band’
because:
(i) it is weighing Aunt Jennifer down
(ii) it belongs to uncle
(iii) it affirms uncle’s dominance in their relationship
[Ans. (iii)
(iv) uncle had bought it for her
(i) The bangle makers have lost the ability to dream because:
(i) of years of mind-numbing toil.
(ii) they are unable to organise themselves into a cooperative.
(iii) they are harassed by the police.
(iv) they are caught in a web of poverty.
[Ans. (i)
(j) The poet uses harsh images like bones, mended glass, spectacles of steel etc. in the poem,
‘An Elementary School Classroom in a Slum’, to convey:
(i) the doomed life of the slum children
(ii) their bleak future
[Ans. (iii)
(iii) that their life is full of hardships
(iv) their economic status

PART – B (40 Marks)
WRITING

(16 Marks)

Q.6. Attempt ANY ONE of the following:
(1×3)
[A] You are Chetna/Chetan. Draft a classified advertisement, in about 50 words, for the purchase of a
house, giving all necessary details of your requirement. You can be contacted on 12345600.
Or
[B] You are Divya/Devesh, Secretary, Social service Club, St. Agnes Public School, Jodhpur. Your
club is organizing a health awareness camp for your school students. There will be a special focus
on obesity among children. Write a notice in about 50 words giving all relevant information about
the camp.
Q.7. Attempt ANY ONE of the following:
(1×3)
[A] You are Rajesh Yadav, a renowned artist of Indore. An exhibition of your paintings will be put up
at the Mandal Art Gallery on 1st October, 20xx. Draft a formal invitation to be sent to your friends
and acquaintances in about 50 words.
Or
[B] You are Vishal/Vaishali, Secretary of Defence Colony RWA, Agra-22. Your society is organizing
Senior Citizens Day in honour of the senior citizens of your colony. You want to invite Veteran
cricket player Mohinder Amarnath as the chief guest. Write the invitation in 50 words.
Q.8. Attempt ANY ONE of the following:
(1×5)
[A] There is a flood of advertisements on television channels these days. Useless commodities and
even superstitious beliefs are promoted through glamorous and exaggerated presentations. Write
a letter to the Editor, ‘New Indian Express’ about the negative influence such advertisements
have on the minds of the people. You are Radha/Ramesh of Mayur Vihar, Lucknow.
Or
[B] You are Prem/Parul of 16, TT Nagar, Bhopal. You would like to apply for the post of Marketing
Manager in a reputed firm in Mumbai. Write a letter to the Public Relations Officer, Chantac
Enterprises, Mumbai, applying for the job. Write a letter in 125-150 words giving your biodata.
Q.9. Attempt ANY ONE of the following:
(1×5)
[A] Road accidents have doubled in the last few years. Write an article in 150-200 words on the
reasons for increase in the number of accidents and how they can be minimised. You are Dev/
Devika.
Or
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[B] You are Ramesh/Rani, Sports Secretary, Government Senior Secondary School, Chandigarh. Last
Monday an inter-school Twenty-over cricket match was played on your school ground. Write a
report in 100-125 words on the match.

LITERATURE

(24 Marks)

Q.10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions given below, in 30-40 words each.
(2×5)
(a) What message does Stephen Spender convey through the poem ‘An Elementary School
Classroom in a Slum’?
(b) How did Franz react to the declaration that it was their last French lesson?
(c) What are the different kinds of wars mentioned in the poem? What is Neruda’s attitude
towards these wars?
(d) Why did Peddler derive pleasure from his idea of the world as a rattrap?
(e) What was Kamala Das’ Childhood fear?
(f) Why did Gandhiji feel that taking the Champaran case to the court was useless?
Q.11. Attempt ANY TWO out of the three questions given below, in 30-40 words each.
(2×2)
(a) How was the Skunk’s story different from the other stories narrated by Jack?
(b) If you were to give a different ending to the story, ‘On the Face of it’, how would you end it?
(c) How did Governor of Oxford Prison describe Evans to the Secretary of Examination Board?
Q.12. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words.
(1×5)
‘Lost Spring’ explains the grinding poverty and traditions that condemn thousands of people to a
life of abject poverty. Do you agree? Why/Why not?
Or
How did the seller of rattraps realize that he himself was caught up in a rattrap after he left the
crofter’s cottage?
Q.13. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words.
(1×5)
Dr. Sadao faced a dilemma. Should he use his surgical skills to save the life of a wounded person
or hand an escaped American P.O.W. over to the Japanese police? How did he resolve this clash
of values?
Or
How did Charley make his description of the third level realistic?
❒ ❒ ❒ ❒
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