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General Instructions:
(i) This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory.
(ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these
instructions very carefully and follow them.
(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

PART – A (40 Marks)
READING

(20 Marks)

Q.1. Read the passage given below carefully:
1. Close at hand is a bridge over the River Thames, an admirable vantage ground for us to make
a survey. We are here to consider facts; now we must fix our eyes upon the procession—the
procession of the sons of educated men. There they go, our brothers who have been educated
at public schools and universities, mounting those steps, passing in and out of those doors,
ascending those pulpits, preaching, teaching, administering justice, practising medicine,
transacting business, making money. It is a solemn sight always—a procession, like a caravan
crossing a desert....But now, for the past twenty years or so, it is no longer a sight merely, a
photograph, or fresco scrawled upon the walls of time, at which we can look with merely an
aesthetic appreciation.
2. For there, traipsing along at the tail end of the procession, we go ourselves. And that makes a
difference. We who have looked so long at the pageant in books, or from a curtained window
watched educated men leaving the house at about nine-thirty to go to an office, returning to
the house at about six-thirty from an office, need look passively no longer. We too can leave
the house, can mount those steps, pass in and out of those doors, ...make money, administer
justice.
3. Nobody will dare contradict us then; we shall be the mouthpieces of the divine spirit—a
solemn thought, is it not? We are here, on the bridge, to ask ourselves certain questions. And
they are very important questions; and we have very little time in which to answer them. The
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questions that we have to ask and to answer about that procession during this moment of
transition are so important that they may well change the lives of all men and women forever.
For we have to ask ourselves, here and now, do we wish to join that procession, or don’t we?
On what terms shall we join that procession? Above all, where is it leading us, the procession
of educated men?
4. As you know from your own experience, and there are facts that prove it, the daughters of
educated men have always done their thinking from hand to mouth; not under green lamps at
study tables in the cloisters of secluded colleges. They have thought while they stirred the pot,
while they rocked the cradle. It was thus that they won us the right to our brand-new sixpence.
It falls to us now to go on thinking; how are we to spend that sixpence? Think we must. Let us
think in offices; in omnibuses; while we are standing in the crowd watching Coronations and
Lord Mayor’s Shows; let us think...in the gallery of the House of Commons; in the Law Courts;
let us think at baptisms and marriages and funerals.
Adapted from: ‘Three Guineas’, Virginia Woolf
On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer ANY TEN questions from
the eleven given below:
(1×10=10)
(a) The main purpose of the passage is to:
(i) emphasize the value of a tradition.
(ii) stress the urgency of an issue.
(iii) highlight the severity of social divisions.
[Ans. (ii)
(iv) question the feasibility of an undertaking.
(b) The author uses the word “we” throughout the passage mainly to:
(i) reflect the growing friendliness among a group of people.
(ii) advance the need for candor among a group of people.
(iii) establish a sence of solidarity among a group of people.
(iv) reinforce the need for respect among a group of people.
[Ans. (iii)
(c) Why is author jubiliant looking at the procession?
(i) It is of the sons of educated men.
(ii) Women too are a part of it.
(iii) It is a solemn sight.
(iv) She looks at it with aesthetic appreciation.
[Ans. (ii)
(d) Who did the procession traditionally consist of?
(i) The author’s brothers.
(ii) Public school educated children.
(iii) Men
(iv) All the above
[Ans. (iii)
(e) What was the purpose of women on the bridge?
(i) It was a vantage ground to make a survey.
(ii) In an attempt to change their lives.
(iii) They wanted to join the procession.
[Ans. (i)
(iv) They wanted to know where the procession was heading.
(f) How were a woman’s duties different to men?
(i) They were not allowed to leave the house.
(ii) Their duty was to stir the pot.
(iii) Their job was to rock cradles.
(iv) All the above
[Ans. (iv)
(g) What has made a difference for the writer?
(i) Women are now a part of this procession.
(ii) They are unable to make a survey.
(iii) Women look passively at it.
(iv) They aesthetically appreciate the procession.
[Ans. (i)
(h) Where have daughters of educated men not done their thinking?
(i) Under green lamps
(ii) At study table
(iii) In colleges
(iv) All the above
[Ans. (iv)
(i) Which word in Para 1 means the same a ‘Position with a good view’?
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(i) Mounting
(ii) Caravan
(iii) Vantage
(iv) Fresco
(j) What does the word ‘mouthpiece’ in Para 3 refer to?
(i) Speaking from mouth
(ii) Spokesperson
(iii) Participating
(iv) Responding
(k) What does the word ‘sixpence’ in Para 4 imply?
(i) Opportunity
(ii) Education
(iii) Job
(iv) Life
Q.2. Read the passage given below carefully and answer the questions that follow:
Business activities can be classified as under:

Ø
Internal
Ø

Ø
Wholesale

Ø
Commerce
Ø
Ø
Trade
Ø

Ø
Retail

Business

[Ans. (iii)

[Ans. (ii)
[Ans. (i)

Ø
Industry

Ø
Subsidiaries of Trade
Ø
International
Ø
Ø
Ø
Import
Export

Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Ø
Banking Transport Insurance Warehousing

Ø
Packing

Ø
Advertisement

Statistical methods play a vital role in major business activities. Commerce and industry in the
modern age require a great deal of planning and forecasting of various kinds. Statistics comes to
the aid of the business planner in many ways.
1. The producer or the manufacturer has to estimate demand for his goods in the immediate as
well as distant future. This is done by market research for which all the steps of statistical
methods have to be followed. A cost accountant uses statistical tools to help the producer fix
the prices of various commodities.
2. Similarly, the trader—wholesaler or retailer—depends heavily on methods of statistical
analysis for finding out solutions to problems regarding buying and selling activities. For
profitable trade he must know what the customers want and also how long the demand would
last. This is very important for international trade. For this purpose statistics of export-import
for various commodities and regions are collected and analysed for decision making.
3. Statistics is equally important for subsidiaries of trade. The banker plays an important role in
commerce and industry. He provides finances to the producer and trader. Therefore, he has to
forecast when the demand would be high and accordingly decide what amount of reserves he
must have. Similarly, he must estimate what amounts would be required by his depositors,
otherwise his bank would fail. For this, detailed analysis of money transactions is required
where statistical tools are indispensable.
4. Insurance companies function on the basis of estimations of mortality rates, that is life
expectations and on this basis of calculated insurance premiums. Accordingly, they decide
what proportion of their capital can be invested and what proportion can be kept ready for
payments of matured policies.
5. Other public utility bodies, such as the Road transport Companies, the Railways, Advertising
concerns, Warehouses, etc., which contribute to commerce in a significant way, also make use
of statistical data for their efficient functioning. For instance, they have to determine the extent
of demand that would be made on their services and the rates they might fix for the same. In
fact, no modern organisation can survive and efficiently function without analysis of the
complex factors that influence commerce. For systematic business analysis statistical tools are
absolutely essential.
Modern business management, therefore, is an activity that requires a great deal of analysis or
making proper decisions in the face of a large number of uncertainties.
Source: Statistics for Economics—M.N. Shah
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On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the
eleven that follow:
(1×10=10)
(a) Commerce and industry require:
(i) planning
(ii) forecasting
(iii) statistics
(iv) (i) and (iii)
[Ans. (iv)

(b) Prices of various commodities are fixed by:
(i) statistical tools
(ii) wholesaler
(iii) costing
(iv) producers [Ans. (i)
(c) To find solution to problems related to buying and selling, traders depend on:
(i) profit making
(ii) statistical analyse
(iii) customer satisfaction
(iv) decision making
[Ans. (ii)
(d) Based on your understanding of the passage choose the option that is NOT TRUE:
(1) Statistics are
important for subsidiaries of trade.

(2) The banker has no
role to play in commerce
and industry.

(3) Statistical methods
can be ignored during
market research.

(4) The banker provides
finances to the producer
and trader.

(i) Option 1 and 2

(ii) Option 3 and 4

(iii) Option 2 and 3

(e) The word in Para 5 which means the same as ‘endure’ is:
(i) analysis
(ii) efficient
(iii) contribute
(f) A bank fails when:
(i) bankers cannot provide finances to traders.
(ii) bankers cannot estimate the amounts of deposits.
(iii) bankers cannot forecast the amount of reserves required.
(iv) All the above
(g) Insurance companies calculate premiums on the basis of:
(i) mortality rates
(ii) matured policies (iii) life expectations
(h) On the basis of the chart trade Subsidiaries DO NOT include:
(i) warehousing
(ii) import
(iii) advertisement
(i) The word ‘indispensable’ in Para 3 mean:
(i) essential
(ii) unnecessary
(iii) avoidable

(iv) Option 1 and 3
[Ans. (iii)

(iv) survive

[Ans. (iv)

[Ans. (iv)

(iv) (i) and (ii) [Ans. (iv)
(iv) insurance [Ans. (ii)
(iv) unimportant
[Ans. (i)

(j) It is evident from the chart that trade DOES NOT pertain to:
(i) Export
(ii) Retail
(iii) Import
(k) Public utility bodies DO NOT include:
(i) Road transport
(ii) Warehouses
(iii) Advertising concerns
(iv) Insurance

LITERATURE

(iv) Transport [Ans. (iv)
[Ans. (iii)

(20 Marks)

Q.3. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY TWO of the three given by answering the
questions that follow.
(4+4=8)
[A] But Champaran did not begin as an act of defiance. It grew out of an attempt to alleviate the
distress of large numbers of poor peasants. This was the typical Gandhipattern—his politics were
intertwined with the practical, day-to-day problems of the millions. His was not a loyalty to
abstractions; it was a loyalty to living, human beings. In everything Gandhi did, moreover, he
tried to mould a new free Indian who could stand on his own feet and thus make India free. Early
in the Champaran action, Charles Freer Andrews, the English pacifist who had become a devoted
follower of the Mahatma, came to bid Gandhi farewell before going on a tour of duty to the Fiji
Islands. Gandhi’s lawyer friends thought it would be a good idea for Andrews to stay in
Champaran and help them. Andrews was willing if Gandhi agreed. But Gandhi was vehemently
opposed.
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(a) The aim of Champaran episode was:
(i) an act of defiance by the Indians.
(ii) to make the peasants aware of their rights.
(iii) to relieve peasant grievances.
(iv) to give a new level of courage to the peasants.
[Ans. (iii)
(b) Ghandhiji’s politics dealt more with:
(i) problems of the common man
(ii) attempts to make India man
[Ans. (i)
(iii) to make poor people stand on their feet. (iv) all the above
(c) The word ‘defiance’ in the above extract DOES NOT mean the same as:
(i) Resistance
(ii) Challenge
(iii) Obedience
(iv) Confrontation
[Ans. (iii)

(d) Gandhiji was opposed to the idea of Andrew’s help because:
(i) He could not trust an Englishman.
(ii) He wanted the Indians to stand on their own feet.
(iii) Their fight would become equal.
(iv) It would reveal the weakness of their heart.
[Ans. (iv)
[B] She looked at him compassionately, with her heavy eyes, and then she noticed that the man was
afraid. ‘‘Either he has stolen something or else he has escaped from, jail’’, she thought, and added
quickly, “You may be sure, Captain, that you will be allowed to leave us just as freely as you
came. Only please stay with us over Christmas Eve. ’’She said this in such a friendly manner that
the rattrap peddler must have felt confidence in her.
(a) What did Edla notice about the peddler?
(i) He had stolen something.
(ii) He was scared.
(iii) He had escaped from jail.
(iv) All the above
[Ans. (ii)
(b) Edla assured the peddler that:
(i) He was being invited only for dinner.
(ii) No harm would come to him
[Ans. (iii)
(iii) He was free to leave anytime.
(iv) He should not be scared.
(c) The word ‘compassionately’ in the above extract means the same as:
(i) Sympathetically
(ii) Warmly
[Ans. (iv)
(iii) Congeniality
(iv) All the above
(d) Edla was keen to have the peddler over for Christmas Eve because:
(i) she wanted the peddler to have a good time
(ii) she felt sorry for his present state
(iii) she and her father had no company for Christmas
[Ans. (iii)
(iv) she wanted to know why he was so afraid
[C] On the seventh day after that, two things happened. In the morning the servants left together,
their belongings tied in large square cotton kerchiefs. When Hana got up in the morning nothing
was done, the house not cleaned and the food not prepared, and she knew what it meant. She was
dismayed and even terrified, but her pride as a mistress would not allow her to show it. Instead,
she inclined her head gracefully when they appeared before her in the kitchen, and she paid them
off and thanked them for all that they had done for her. They were crying, but she did not cry.
The cook and the gardener had served Sadao since he was a little boy in his father’s house, and
Yumi cried because of the children. She was so grieving that after she had gone she ran back to
Hana.
(a) “................. and she knew what it meant.” What did Hana come to know?
(i) that the servants had left
(ii) why the house had not been cleaned
(iii) why the food had not been prepared
(iv) all the above
[Ans. (iv)
(b) Hana was terrified:
(i) in case the servants reported them.
(ii) there was a lot of housework to be done.
(iii) the servants were leaving together
(iv) there was no one to look after the children.
[Ans. (i)

(c) The word ‘dismayed’ in the extract DOES NOT mean the same as:
(i) bewildered
(ii) perturbed
(iii) enthusiastic
(iv) upset

[Ans. (iii)
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(d) Yumi’s crying because of the children reveals her ............... for them:
1. attachment
2. Joy
3. enstrangement
4.
5. detachment
6. love
(i) 1 and 3
(ii) 4 and 6
(iii) 1 and 6
(iv)
Q.4. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given
questions that follow.
[A] I saw my mother, beside me,
doze, open mouthed, her face ashen like that
of a corpse and realised with pain
that she was as old as she looked but soon
put that thought away,
(a) The poet was driving to:
(i) Cochin.
(ii) the airport.
(iii) her parent’s home.
(iv) her home.
(b) The figure of speech in ‘her face ashen like that of a corpse ‘ is:
(i) Simile
(ii) Metaphor
(iii) Alliteration
(iv)
(c) The poet thought her mother’s face looked:
(i) rather haggard
(ii) like a corpse
(iii) pale and old

relation
1 and 4 [Ans. (iii)
by answering the
(1×4=4)

[Ans. (ii)

Personification

[Ans. (i)

(iv) all the above
[Ans. (iv)

(d) The thought that made the poet feel painful was:
(i) her mother’s frail health.
(ii) her mother was dying.
(iii) she was leaving her mother
(iv) she would never see her mother again.
Or
[B] Therefore, on every morrow, are we wreathing
A flowery band to bind us to the earth,
Spite of despondence, of the inhuman dearth
Of noble natures, of the gloomy days,
Of all the unhealthy and o’er-darkened ways
Made for our searching: yes, in spite of all,
Some shape of beauty moves away the pall
From our dark spirits.
(a) The colour of the walls of the classroom is symbolic of:
(i) dinginess.
(ii) light colour.
(iii) state of neglect.

[Ans. (i)

(iv) pathetic condition.

[Ans. (i)

(b) What shows evidence of a civilised world?
(i) Open-handed map
(ii) The beauty of the Tryolese Valley
(iii) Donations that the slum children receive
(iv) Shakespeare’s head
[Ans. (iv)
(c) The poet mentions the Tryolese Valley:
(i) to add vibrance to a dull world.
(ii) as a contrast to their dull world.
(iii) to show how their world can be made beautiful.
[Ans. (ii)
(iv) all the above
(d) ‘their future’s painted with a fog’ suggests:
(i) their bleak and dull classroom.
(ii) their hopeless future.
(iii) a foggy day.
(iv) far removed from the beauties of the world.
[Ans. (ii)

Q.5. Attempt ANY EIGHT questions from the ten given below:
(a) Everything that Gandhiji did was:
(i) to make Indians self-reliant.
(ii) intertwined with politics.
(iii) to alleviate the distress of peasants.
(iv) to improve the cultural backwardness of villages.

(1×8=8)

[Ans. (i)
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(b) Choose the statement that is NOT TRUE with reference to Mukesh:
(i) He insists on being his own master.
(ii) He belongs to a family of bangle makers.
[Ans. (iv)
(iii) He wants to learn to drive a car.
(iv) He dreams of flying a plane.
(c) Counting to twelve will give us time to:
(i) stress out.
(ii) come out of dilemma.
[Ans. (iii)
(iii) introspect.
(iv) be inactive.
(d) The imprint that a thing of beauty leaves in our minds is:
(i) lasting
(ii) transient
(iii) short-lived
(iv) eradicable [Ans. (i)
(e) Douglas went to warm lake:
(i) to swim and camp.
(ii) to ensure that he had conquered his fear completely.
(iii) as he had no doubt that he had conquered his fear.
[Ans. (ii)
(iv) to give some meaning to his fear.
(f) Edla was able to understand the peddler’s predicament better than her father. This shows
that she was:
(i) warm and compassionate.
(ii) practical.
(iii) better judge of people.
(iv) suspicious
[Ans. (iii)
(g) It is clear that Aunt Jennifer’s husband was ...................... person.
(i) an oppressed
(ii) a submissive
(iii) an autocratic
(iv) a subservient
(h) ‘Keeping Quiet’ uses the symbol of clean clothes:
(i) for universal brotherhood.
(ii) to shed violence.
(iii) for remaining inactive.
(iv) to keep calm.
(i) what does the drill of the Prussian soldiers suggest?
(i) The loss of political freedom
(ii) Prussia had been defeated
(iii) Reminder of French invasion of Prussia (iv) The victory of the French
(j) In the poem ‘A Thing of Beauty’, what causes suffering to humans?
(i) Unhealthy lifestyle
(ii) Lack of noble qualities in men
(iii) Darkened ways
(iv) Our dull spirit

PART – B (40 Marks)
WRITING

[Ans. (iii)

[Ans. (ii)

[Ans. (i)

[Ans. (ii)

(16 Marks)

Q.6. Attempt ANY ONE of the following:
(1×3)
[A] You are Amit/Amitha, Secretary DVB Society. You are organizing a Blood Donation Camp. Write
a notice in about 50 words, urging members of your society to come forward in large numbers for
this noble cause.
Or
[B] You are Manager, Hotel Avon, Agra. You need a lady front office Assistant with knowledge of
computers. She should possess good communication skills and pleasing manners. Draft a suitable
advertisement for the classified columns of a local daily.
Q.7. Attempt ANY ONE of the following:
(1×3)
[A] Your school, Green Fields, Ahemdabad will be celebrating its Silver Jubilee on Thursday, 1st
October, 20xx, 4:00 pm. onwards. As the Principal draft a formal invitation to be sent to all the
parents for the occasion. Write the invitation in about 50 words.
Or
[B] You are Rajan/Ranjana of B-1229, Model Town, Ludhiana. You are celebrating your parents
golden wedding anniversary. Draft an invitation in about 50 words inviting your family and
friends.
Q.8. Attempt ANY ONE of the following:
(1×5)
[A] Recently you travelled in a State Transport bus from Chennai to Thiruvallavur and to your shock
air-conditioning in this coach was not working properly. The quality of the maintenance of the
bus was also not good. All the way you spent time in unbearable heat. Write a letter to the Editor,
‘The Hindu’ drawing the attention of the General Manager (Maintenance) for taking action in this
matter. You are Hema/Ganesh, 25, Avadi, Chennai.
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[B]

Q.9.
[A]

[B]

Or
Sunshine Public School, Pune requires two sports coaches (one male and one female). Each
should be a degree holder in physical education as well as an SAI certified coach in Athletics. You
have seen their advertisement and you know that you have these qualifications. Write an
application in 120-150 words along with your resume. You are Praveen/Praveena, M-114,
Najafgarh, Delhi.
Attempt ANY ONE of the following:
(1×5=5)
In certain states of India there is a great imbalance in the male female ratio. This is the result of
special treatment given to boys in the family. Why is it so? How can we change this mindset?
Write an article in 150-200 words on ‘Gender Discrimination in Society’. You are Karuna/Karan.
Or
Recently your school held a Seminar on Conservation of Water as a part of World Water Day
celebrations. As the School Pupil Leader of Maryland School, Gurgaon, write a report in 100-125
words for a local daily. Sign as Pritham/Preeti.

LITERATURE

(24 Marks)

Q.10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions given below, in 30-40 words each.
(2×5=10)
(a) Why has the poet mentioned ‘merry children spilling out of their homes’ in the poem?
(b) How is mother tongue important to a person? What does M. Hamel, the teacher say about it?
(c) How do we know that children at the elementary school are coming from a slum?
(d) How was Saheb’s life at the tea stall?
(e) How will ‘keeping quiet’ protect our environment?
(f) How did Douglas’ experience at the beach in California affect him?
Q.11. Attempt ANY TWO out of the three questions given below, in 30-40 words each.
(2×2=4)
(a) How did Charley ‘reach’ the third level at the Grand Central Station?
(b) Why was Dr. Sadao not arrested on the charge of harbouring an enemy?
(c) What is common between Derry and Mr. Lamb?
Q.12. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words.
(1×5=5)
[A] Educating children is the responsibility of society. Justify the statement in the view of ‘The Last
Lesson’.
Or
[B] How did the court scene at Motihari change the course of India’s struggle for freedom?
Q.13. Attempt ANY ONE out of the following questions in 120-150 words.
(1×5=5)
[A] The play ‘On the Face of It’ depicts the unusual behaviour of the people towards the physically
disabled which makes them feel lonely. Comment.
Or
[B] ‘The Enemy’ portrays the victory of humanity in a moment of crisis. Illustrate this fact through
the actions taken by Dr. Sadao for the enemy soldier.
❒ ❒ ❒ ❒
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