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General Instructions:
(i) This paper is divided into two parts: A and B. All questions are compulsory.
(ii) Separate instructions are given with each section and question, wherever necessary. Read these
instructions very carefully and follow them.
(iii) Do not exceed the prescribed word limit while answering the questions.

PART – A (40 Marks)
READING

20 Marks

Q.1. Read the passage given below carefully:
(10)
1. Suspense was over when my high school results finally came out. But I was upset. I hadn’t
done as well as I had expected. My father tried to console me. “Why are you worried? You
have done very well, my dear.” “No, I haven’t, Baba,” I protested, controlling my tears, and
wondering if I had disappointed him. “It doesn’t really matter,” he assured me. “Do you know
what I got when I finished high school?” I looked into Baba’s face and waited for the answer to
his own question. “You know,” he told me, “I’ve never told you this. I got just a third division.
But, look at me, I’ve done quite well.” Baba got a third division! I was almost in shock, but the
thought of my having done a lot better than that made me realize that I had no reason to
complain. I certainly felt better! “Everything is under control!” said Baba, smiling. That was his
favourite phrase. Posted in Kolkata, my father was then a senior official in the Indian Railway
Service, and an expert in goods traffic operations. He was soon to become a director with the
Railway Board. By the time he retired in 1981, he was general manager of the Central Railways.
By the time Baba passed away in November 2000, his name had found place in several hearts
as well. He was open, easy to know, and full of life. We were extremely close, but I had so
much more to learn about him from many things I came to know after his death.
2. In September 2000, he was in hospital for treatment of cancer and given just two months to
live. When he found out, his reaction was an extremely rational one. He asked me to fetch files
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from his cupboard, so that he could explain the details of my mother’s pension. He also
dictated his will from his hospital bed. “Everything is under control!” After Baba’s death,
Satish, our old family retainer, was inconsolable. We tried to cheer him up. “Your Baba had
scolded me only once in all these years!” he cried. Satish pointed to the watch on his left hand.
“I had been coming late for work and everyone in the family was complaining about it.” said
Satish. “Then, one day, your Baba gave me this watch and told me, ‘now that you have a
watch, you can’t be late’.” That was the scolding Satish received. On the fourth day after Baba’s
death, my sister and I had to perform a ceremony. Since several relatives were expected, we
decided to order lunch from a caterer in our locality, reputed for his home cooked food. But,
when we went to pay the owner, we got a surprise. He refused to accept any money! “When I
wanted to start my catering business, it was your father who lent me money,” he told us. It
seems Baba never asked for it back. Now, after four or five years, the caterer wanted to repay
that debt. Of course, we made him accept the full payment for the fine food and service. ‘It was
Baba’s gift and it ought to remain so,’ I told him.
3. Some days later, there was yet another piece of information as we were preparing for the main
ceremony. Vikram, my brother drove me to the local market. On recognizing our car, the
parking assistant, in his twenties, came running towards us and asked why he had not seen its
owner for long. We had to break the news to him and to our utter surprise, he started crying.
We were really surprised by this reaction from a stranger—until the man told us that Baba
used to pay his daughter’s school fees and buy her books. It seems, it was on my father’s
advice that he’d even started sending the child to school. More than three years after Baba’s
death, as we were looking into Baba’s personal things, we came across an old file with Baba’s
certificates and I found among them, his high school diploma from 1937, the one he’d told me
about 30 years earlier, about the third division that had made no difference in his life or career.
It had made me see beyond mere marks and first classes as the main road to success. But there
was one more fact. Baba had actually got a first division, a rare achievement in his day. Today,
years after his passing, when I think of Baba, I see a man who was able to sympathise with
others so easily and touch their lives in such a special way.
On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the
eleven given below:
1×10=10
(a) The narrator was in tears when her school results came out because:
(i) She did better than she expected.
(ii) She did not do as expected
(iii) Her Baba had not done well.
(iv) Her Baba had done better than her.
[Ans. (ii)

(b) On knowing the result, the narrator’s father’s reaction is:
(i) He scolded her.
(ii) He beat her.
[Ans. (iii)
(iii) He consoled her.
(iv) He made fun of her.
(c) The narrator says that she had nothing to complain as:
(i) She had done better than her father.
(ii) She had done as well as her father.
(iii) She had topped in her school.
(iv) She had not worked hard at all.
[Ans. (i)

(d) Choose the option that is NOT correct:
(i) Baba was a senior official in the Indian Railway Service.
(ii) Baba was to become a director with the Railway Board.
(iii) Baba was the general manager of the Central Railways.
[Ans. (iv)
(iv) Baba had got a third division in high school.
(e) The narrator says that she had so much to learn from her father because:
(i) he had everything under control.
(ii) of his benevolent nature.
(iii) of his careful attitude.
(iv) he was an easy to know person.
[Ans. (ii)

(f) The narrator’s father wanted her to fetch files from his cupboard to:
(i) explain the details of her mother’s pension. (ii) dictate his will.
(iii) get them in order.
(iv) None of the above

[Ans. (i)
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(g) Baba bought Satish a watch:
(i) as a reward
(ii) to make amends for scolding him
(iii) so that he would come to work on time.
(iv) everyone was complaining about him being late.
[Ans. (iii)
(h) The caterer did not want to take money from the narrator as:
(i) he was indebted to her.
(ii) to show his gratitude towards Baba.
(iii) it was his way of giving a gift to her father. (iv) he had a flourishing business. [Ans. (ii)
(i) The parking assistant was indebted to Baba because:
(i) he paid his daughter’s school fees.
(ii) He used to buy her books.
(iii) He had advised him to send the girl to school.
(iv) All the above
[Ans. (iv)
(j) Years after his passing away the narrator realised her Baba was:
(i) grateful
(ii) Successful
(iii) Intelligent
(iv) Sympathetic
[Ans. (iv)

(k) Which word in Para 1 means the same as ‘comfort’?
(i) Assured
(ii) Suspense
(iii) Console

(iv) Control [Ans. (iii)

Q.2. Read the passage given below and answer the questions that follow:
(10)
1. The line graph compares the percentage of people
ages 65 or more in Japan, Sweden and the USA over a
period of 100 years.
2. It is clear that the proportion of elderly people
increases in each country between 1940 and 2040,
Japan is expected to see the most dramatic changes in
its elderly population.
3. In 1940, around 9% of Americans were aged 65 or
over, compared to about 7% of Swedish people and
5% of Japanese people. The proportions of elderly
people in the USA and Sweden rose gradually over the next 50 years, reaching just under 15%
in 1990.
4. The percentage of elderly people is predicted for Japan, with a jump of over 17% in just 20
years from 2020 to 2040. By 2040, It is thought that around 27% of the Japanese population will
be 65 years old or more, while the figures for Sweden and the USA will be slightly lower, at
about 25% and 23% respectively.
On the basis of your understanding of the passage, answer ANY TEN questions from the
eleven given below:
1×10=10
(a) The most dramatic rise in elderly people is not seen in ...................... .
(i) USA
(ii) Japan
(iii) Sweden
(iv) None of the above
[Ans. (i)

(b) Between 1940-1980 there was a ............ in the percentage of elderly people of Japan.
(i) increase
(ii) steady rise
(iii) decline
(iv) No change
[Ans. (iii)

(c) By 2040 the rise of the elderly people in Japan will be ............. than that of USA and
Sweden.
(i) more dramatic
(ii) much more
(iii) lower
(iv) Higher [Ans. (iv)
(d) From the year 1960 to 1980 there was a hike of almost ................ per cent of elderly
population in USA.
(i) 5
(ii) 10
(iii) 15
(iv) 20
[Ans. (i)
(e) The percentage of elderly population has been on a .............. high and low in Sweden.
(i) extreme
(ii) steady
(iii) intense
(iv) utmost
[Ans. (ii)
(f) The jump in the percentage of the elderly in Japan is over .............. within a span of 20
years.
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[Ans. (iv)
(i) 15%
(ii) 27%
(iii) 12%
(iv) 17%
(g) By 2020, the percentage of elderly people in USA will be about ............... .
(i) 25%
(ii) 23%
(iii) 17%
(iv) 20%
[Ans. (ii)
(h) There was a difference of about .............. between the elderly population of Japan and USA
in 1940.
(i) 4%
(ii) 10%
(iii) 6%
(iv) 8%
[Ans. (i)
(i) The proportions of the elderly people rose ............. from 1940 to 2000.
(i) gradually
(ii) increasingly
(iii) glaringly
(iv) negligibly [Ans. (i)
(j) The word ‘predicted’ in Para 4 means:
(i) To promise
(ii) Anticipated
(iii) To pretend
(iv) Guess
[Ans. (ii)
(k) The word ‘respectively’ in Para 4 means:
(i) Everyone
(ii) In the given order (iii) All
(iv) Each one [Ans. (ii)

LITERATURE

(20 Marks)

Q.3. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY TWO of the three given by answering the
questions that follow.
4+4=8
[A] Whenever I looked up from my writing I saw M. Hamel sitting motionless in his chair and gazing
first at one thing, then at another, as if he wanted to fix in his mind just how everything looked in
that little school-room. Fancy! For forty years he had been there in the same place, with his
garden outside the window and his class in front of him, just like that. Only the desks and
benches had been worn smooth; the walnut-trees in the garden were taller, and the hopvine that
he had planted himself twined about the windows to the roof. How it must have broken his heart
to leave it all, poor man; to hear his sister moving about in the room above, packing their trunks!
For they must leave the country next day.
(a) M. Hamel sitting motionless in his chair reveals his:
(i) frustration
(ii) gloominess
(iii) anxiety
(iv) indifference
[Ans. (ii)

(b) What had not changed in the last forty years?
(i) Walnut trees
(ii) Hop vine
(iii) Classroom

(iv) None of the above
[Ans. (iii)

(c) Franz knew that M. Hamel’s heart was broken:
(i) to hear his sister moving in the room.
(ii) his trunks were being packed.
(iii) to leave the country the next day.
(iv) All the above
[Ans. (iv)
(d) The word ‘gazing’ means:
(i) looking steadily
(ii) hooking vaguely
[Ans. (i)
(iii) enduring
(iv) staring indifferently
[B] “Why not organise yourselves into a cooperative?” I ask a group of young men who have fallen
into the vicious circle of middlemen who trapped their fathers and forefathers. “Even if we get
organised, we are the ones who will be hauled up by the police, beaten and dragged to jail for
doing something illegal,” they say. There is no leader among them, no one who could help them
see things differently. Their fathers are as tired as they are. They talk endlessly in a spiral that
moves from poverty to apathy to greed and to injustice.
(a) The bangle makers could not organise themselves into a cooperative because:
(i) it would be legal.
(ii) of lack of leadership.
(iii) they would be helped by the police.
(iv) they could not see things differently.
[Ans. (ii)

(b) Their inability symbolises their:
(i) poverty
(ii) injustice

(iii) disagreement

(iv) helplessness
[Ans. (iv)

(c) ‘They talk endlessly in a spiral’ means that their talk:
(i) is meaningless
(ii) is senseless
(iii) yields no result
(iv) is abstract

[Ans. (iii)
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(d) The police’s attitude towards the bangle makers is one of:
(i) indifference
(ii) subjugation
(iii) partiality

(iv) apathy

[Ans. (ii)

[C] That they were right she knew too in most of her being. But there was another part of her which
she herself could not understand. It was not sentimental liking of the prisoner. She had come to
think of him as a prisoner. She had not liked him even yesterday when he had said in his impulsive way, “Anyway, let me tell you that my name is Tom”. She had only bowed her little distant
bow. She saw hurt in his eyes but she did not wish to assuage it. Indeed, he was a great trouble in
this house.
(a) ‘They’ refers to?
(i) Hana and Sadao
(ii) Sadao and the General
(iii) The servants
(iv) None of the above
[Ans. (iii)
(b) A part of her which Hana could not understand signifies her:
(i) sentimentality
(ii) caring attitude
(iii) indifference
(iv) dilemma [Ans. (iv)
(c) The soldier’s eyes revealed his hurt because of Hana’s:
[Ans. (ii)
(i) rudeness
(ii) callousness
(iii) annoyance
(iv) anger
(d) The word ‘assuage’ means:
(i) inflamed
(ii) alleviate
(iii) arouse
(iv) satisfy
[Ans. (ii)
Q.4. Read the extracts given below and attempt ANY ONE of the two given by answering the
questions that follow.
1×4=4
[A]
Now we will count to twelve
and we will all keep still.
For once on the face of the Earth
let’s not speak in any language,
let’s stop for one second,
and not move our arms so much.
(a) What is the significance of the number twelve?
(i) Represents half a day
(ii) There are twelve digits in a clock
(iii) Poet’s lucky number
(iv) No significant reason
[Ans. (ii)
(b) Keeping still will enable us to:
[Ans. (i)
(i) contemplate
(ii) meditate
(iii) be peaceful
(iv) be calm
(c) Based on the above extract which two activities does the poet want us to stop:
(1) not speak any language
(2) not to use ammunition
(3) to keep still
(4) to count till twelve
(i) 1 and 3
(ii) 2 and 4
(iii) 1 and 2
(iv) 3 and 4 [Ans. (iii)
(d) The term ‘lets not speak in any language’ symbolises:
(i) silence
(ii) stillness
(iii) inactivity
(iv) All the above
[Ans. (i)

[B]

(a) The
(i)
(iii)
(b) The
(i)
(c) The
(i)

Or
Aunt Jennifer’s tigers prance across a screen,
Bright topaz denizens of a world of green.
They do not fear the men beneath the tree;
They pace in sleek chivalric certainty.
tigers are referred to as Aunt Jennifer’s tigers because:
she has bought them.
(ii) they are her pets.
she is their creator.
(iv) she was feeding them.
[Ans. (iii)
term ‘bright topaz denizens of a world of green’ is a:
[Ans. (ii)
alliteration
(ii) metaphor
(iii) synecdoche
(iv) simile
tigers are different from Aunt Jennifer because they are:
fearless
(ii) proud
(iii) strong
(iv) All the above
[Ans. (iv)

(d) The tigers are not afraid of the men as they are:
(i) ferocious
(ii) wild
(iii) brave

(iv) timid

[Ans. (iii)
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Q.5. Attempt ANY EIGHT questions from the ten given below:
1×8=8
(a) The title ‘Lost Spring’ signifies loss of:
(i) growth
(ii) childhood
(iii) Innocence
(iv) Pleasure [Ans. (ii)
(b) Choose the statement that is NOT TRUE with reference to Franz:
(i) He had never considered his books nuisance.
(ii) He felt sad that M.Hamel was leaving.
(iii) He made a mistake while reciting the participle.
[Ans. (i)
(iv) He felt sorry for not learning his lessons.
(c) Spender uses the metaphor ‘slums as big as dooms’ to highlight:
(i) The unhygienic conditions in the slum.
(ii) The slums will lead them to their ruin
[Ans. (ii)
(iii) Their pathetic lives in these slums
(iv) All the above
(d) Aunt Jennifer’s fingers are ‘fluttering through her wool’. With reference to this statement,
which of the following options is NOT TRUE.
(i) She is a nervous wreck.
(ii) She is a meek old lady.
[Ans. (iii)
(iii) Her hands are terrified.
(iv) due to mental suppression
(e) Concluding the letter by writing Captain Von Stahle, the peddler shows that:
(i) he has managed to escape the rattrap.
(ii) he has risen in status.
(iii) he is worthy of Edla’s compassion.
(iv) he has got the courage to rise up in life.
[Ans. (iii)

(f) Gandhiji’s struggle for the peasants of Champaran shows that he was:
(i) An inspiring individual
(ii) An effective leader
[Ans. (ii)
(iii) A convincing person
(iv) A non resilient man
(g) The poet in ‘My Mother at Sixty Six’ has a feeling of ............. towards her mother.
(i) anxiety
(ii) fear
(iii) pain
(iv) sadness
[Ans. (i)
(h) John Keats uses the metaphor ‘bower quiet’ to represent:
(i) a shady area
(ii) a place to relax
(iii) a peaceful place
(iv) All the above
[Ans. (iv)
(i) Douglas’ handicap ruined his:
(i) physical activity
(ii) holidays
(iii) expeditions
(iv) fishing trips
[Ans. (iv)

(j) Pablo Neruda uses the Earth as symbol of:
(i) creation
(ii) dormant

(iii) death

PART – B (40 Marks)
WRITING

(iv) sleep

[Ans. (iv)

(16 Marks)

Q.6. Attempt ANY ONE of the following:
1×3
[A] A.K. International School is looking for a receptionist for the school. Write an advertisement on
behalf of the administrative officer in the classified columns of the local newspaper giving
necessary details. Draft the advertisement in not more than 50 words.
Or
[B] As librarian, Moonlight Public School, Surat, write a notice in about 50 words informing the
students of a book exhibition which is going to be organised in your school on Teacher’s Day.
Q.7. Attempt ANY ONE of the following:
1×3
[A] Suman/Suresh has cleared the Pre-Medical Pre-Dental entrance examination. The family is elated
at the achievement and they decide to have a get-together for all friends. Draft an informal
invitation for the get-together.
Or
[B] On 30th November your school is going to hold its annual sports day. You want Mr. Dhanraj
Pillai, a noted hockey player to give away the prizes to the budding sportspersons of the school.
Write a formal invitation in about 50 words requesting him to grace the occasion. You are Karuna/
Karan, Sports Secretary, Sunrise Global School, Agra.
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Q.8. Attempt ANY ONE of the following:
1×3
[A] You are Nitin/Natasha, a student of Class XII at K.P.N. Pubic School, Faridabad. A student is
required to cope with lot of peer pressure in today’s competitive environment. Write a letter to
the editor of a national daily highlighting the kind of pressures an adolescent faces and suggest
ways to cope with the same.
Or
[B] The Gandhi Foundation is recruiting graduates for an intensive leadership-training programme
during the summer, in villages across India. You are Anjana/Benji from 21, Ratnapur Village,
Bilaspur. You are very excited to see the advertisement and decide to apply for the same. Draft a
letter in 120-150 words applying for the advertised programme. Include a biodata showing how
suitable you are for the training.
Q.9. Attempt ANY ONE of the following:
1×3
[A] Write an article in 150-200 words on how fruitfully you are going to use your precious vote. What
do you think are the qualities necessary for a candidate to become a good leader? You are Amrit/
Amrita.
Or
[B] You are Riya/Ritik, head of the History Club of Delhi Public School, Ashok Vihar, Delhi. A
Heritage Awareness Programme was organised in your school to create awareness regarding our
historical monuments and cultural heritage. Write a report on this programme in about 150–200
words.

LITERATURE

(20 Marks)

Q.10. Attempt ANY FIVE out of the six questions given below, in 30-40 words each.
(a) Why does Spender call Shakespeare wicked and the map a bad example?
(b) Mention any two hazards of working in the glass bangles industry.
(c) According to Pablo Neruda, what is it that human beings can learn from nature?
(d) The crofter can be called as a good host. Give reason.
(e) How did Kamala Das put away the thought of her mother’s old age?
(f) Why did Franz not want to go to school that day?

2×5=10

Q.11. Attempt any two out of the three questions given below, in 30-40 words each.
2×2=4
(a) Why did Roger Skunk go in search of the wizard?
(b) What does the third level refer to? What is the significance of the third level?
(c) How do we know that Evans had no chance of getting through the O-level German
examination? Why did he take the test?
Q.12. Attempt any one out of the following questions in 120-150 words.
1×5=5
[A] Franz’s attitude towards school as well as towards M. Hamel changes when he comes to know
about the takeover of his village by Prussians. Do you agree? Discuss with reference to ‘The Last
Lesson’.
Or
[B] After reading the story ‘The Rattrap’, you feel that moral virtues can change a person’s life. These
play a vital role in the moral and spiritual development of a human-being. ‘An eye for an eye will
make the whole world blind.’ It is through fellow-feeling, love, compassion and trust in others
that can help reform the society. Write a paragraph on ‘ways to reform a wayward personality’.
Q.13. Attempt any one out of the following questions in 120-150 words.
1×5=5
[A] “The duty of a doctor beckoned Dr. Sadao in helping the injured soldier.” But what made his wife
Hana empathise with him in the face of open defiance from the domestic staff?
Or
[B] It was sheer negligence on the part of the prison staff that helped Evans to escape. Comment.
❒ ❒ ❒ ❒
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