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READING
1.

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)
(k)

(ii)
(iii)
(i)
(iv)
(ii)
(i)
(iii)
(ii)
(iv)
(iv)
(iii)

2.

(a) (i) USA
(b) (iii) decline
(c) (iv) Higher
(d) (i) 5
(e) (ii) steady
(f) (iv) 17%
(g) (ii) 23%
(h) (i) 4%
(i) (i) gradually
(j) (ii) Anticipated
(k) (ii) In the given order

She did not do as expected.
He consoled her.
She had done better than her father.
Baba had got a third division in high school.
of his benevolent nature
explain the details of her mother’s pension.
so that he would come to work on time.
to show his gratitude towards Baba.
All the above
Sympathetic
console
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[B]

(20 Marks)

(20 Marks)

(a) (ii) gloominess
(b) (iii) Classroom
(c) (iv) All the above
(d) (i) looking steadily
(a) (ii) of lack of leadership
(b) (iv) helplessness
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(c) (iii) yields no result
(d) (ii) subjugation
[C]

4[A]

[B]

5.

(a) (iii) The servants
(b) (iv) dilemma
(c) (iv) callousness
(d) (ii) alleviate
(a) (ii) There are twelve digits in a clock.
(b) (i) contemplate
(c) (iii) 1 and 2
(d) (i) silence
Or
(a) (iii) she is their creator.
(b) (ii) Metaphor
(c) (iv) All the above
(d) (iii) brave
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)
(f)
(g)
(h)
(i)
(j)

(ii)
(i)
(ii)
(iii)
(iii)
(ii)
(i)
(iv)
(iv)
(iv)

childhood
He had never considered his books nuisance.
The slums will lead them to their ruin
Her hands are terrified
He is worthy of Edla’s compassion
An effective leader
anxiety
All the above
fishing trips
sleep

PART – B (40 Marks)
WRITING
6[A]

(16 Marks)

ADVERTISEMENT:
SITUATION VACANT
Required Female Receptionist, below 30 years of age,
for A.K. International School, Gurgaon.
Applicant should be a graduate having complete knowledge of computers.
Must have a pleasing personality and fluency in Hindi and English.
Apply within 7 days with complete bio-data to Administrative Incharge of the school
before 15th February at 36-A, Model Street, Gurgaon-58
Or

[B]

NOTICE:

26th August, 20xx

MOONLIGHT PUBLIC SCHOOL, SURAT
NOTICE

Book Exhibition on Teachers’ Day
Students are hereby informed that our school is organising a Book Exhibition on 5th
September on Teachers’ Day in the Football Ground from 9 am–7 pm. Renowned
educationist, Mrs. Rachna Kumar has kindly consented to be our chief guest. A special
attraction of the book exhibition is a separate section of books in different languages
and titles dedicated to teachers and educators.
Librarian
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INFORMAL INVITATION:
C-9171, Palam Kunj
Delhi
11th June, 20xx
Dearest ABC
We are delighted to inform you that, Suman has cleared the Pre-Medical Pre-Dental
Entrance Examination and is due to join medical college in Pune from the 1st of July. We
are elated at this achievement of hers and to celebrate this moment of happiness, we
would like to invite all her friends for a small get-together. We request you to join us at
TGI Friday, DLF Mall, South City for a party on 14th June, at 7.30 p.m. This is a surprise
party for her, so please make yourself available on time in congratulating Suman. Hope
to see you all there!
Yours lovingly
Madhuri (Mother of Suman)
Or

[B]

INFORMAL INVITATION:
SUNRISE GLOBAL SCHOOL
takes pleasure in inviting
Noted Hockey Player
MR. DHANRAJ PILLAI
to grace the occasion of its
Annual Sports Day
and to give away prizes to our budding sports persons
on 30th November, 20xx
From 8:00 am to 12:00 pm
Awaiting a favourable response from your end.

Karuna
Sports Secretary
8[A]

K.P.N. Public School
Faridabad
25th February, 20xx
The Editor
Times of India
Delhi
Subject: Increasing STRESS and PRESSURE faced by ADOLESCENTS.
Sir
Through the medium of this letter I wish to express my concern over the increasing stress
faced by adolescents in today’s competitive environment which puts them under immense
undue pressure.
Many problems arise when too much emphasis is put on the students ‘to be the best’. The
increasing competition among students to score high marks and outdo their peers leaves no
time for recreation. If a child cannot enjoy each achievement on its own merit, winning may
not be a goal worth reaching. When education is seen as a threat it elicits feelings of
helplessness and a foreboding sense of loss.
The key to reducing this stress is to provide students with a feeling of control over their
education, information about what to expect and feedback regarding what can be done to
improve their performance. No matter how tight the schedule of a student might be, they
should be encouraged to pursue an activity of their interest for atleast a couple of hours each
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[B]

week. They should be encouraged to indulge in outdoor activities, yoga, meditation, etc. All
these are not just physically beneficial but also stimulate the mind and soul. This will also
help to promote anti-stress physiology of the body and thus help to combat pressure.
I hope you will publish my letter in your esteemed newspaper so as to help students cope up
with the pressures of society, their peers and those that are thrust upon them by today’s
competitive scenario.
Yours sincerely
Natasha
Or
21, Ratnapur Village
Bilaspur
17th March, 20xx
The Director
The Gandhi Foundation
Subject: Application for recruitment in leadership training programme.
Sir
This is in response to your advertisement in ‘The Daily Times’ dated 15th January, 20xx for
recruiting graduates for an intensive leadership-training programme during the summer, in
villages across India.
I have completed my graduation this year and would like to apply for this programme.
Attached herewith is my brief resume and I would be too happy if I am considered suitable
for recruitment into this training programme.
Yours sincerely
Anjana/Benji
Bio-Data
Name
: Benji Singh
Father’s Name
: Mr. B.K. Singh
Date of Birth
: 1st October, 2000
Permanent Address
: 21, Ratnapur Village Bilaspur
Contact No.
: 9856xxxx
Academic Qualification : 1. Passed Senior Secondary School Examination (CBSE Board)
with 85 per cent aggregate in the Commerce stream with
Mathematics.
2. Graduated from Maharishi Management College with a
Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration with 63 per
cent aggregate.
Professional Experience : Working for a reputed firm as a trainee executive for the past
six months.
Hobbies and Interests
: I have excellent communication skills that enable me to put
forward and present my ideas objectively.
I have the ability to delegate tasks as I was the cultural
president of my college and ensured that we completed the
task as a team.
Moreover, I am a positive person willing to take initiative and responsibility.
These qualities have been the forte of my personality and thus I feel I am suitable for your
training programme.
Hoping to hear from your end soon.
Anjana/Benji Singh
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YOUTH AND DEMOCRACY
By: Amrit
In most countries, the age of 18 is when you are legally and officially treated as an adult. This
gives you the privilege to enjoy certain rights alongwith the need to fulfil certain duties. I
have just turned 18 and become eligible to vote. I am looking forward to casting my vote in
the upcoming elections. I feel a sense of patriotism and responsibility towards my country,
more so, as an educated youth. My only concern is that I should be able to use my precious
vote fruitfully and choose the most able candidate as our representative. The qualities that I
seek in a good leader are that One who can be trusted and is known to live a life of honesty
and integrity.
True authority is born from respect for the good character and trustworthiness of the person
who leads. A good leader instills confidence and followership by having a clear vision and
passion for being truly successful. A leader must be strong and decisive but also humble. An
able leader makes sustainable promises and is a person who sticks to his words.
We should remember that a good leader is not innately born. So always choose and vote for
a candidate who possesses the qualities of determination, self reflection, open-mindedness,
patience and knowledge.
Or
HERITAGE AWARENESS PROGRAMME
By: Riya/Ritik
‘Heritage Awareness Programme’ was organised by the History Club of Delhi Public School,
Ashok Vihar, Delhi on 9th August 20xx from 10 am to 2 pm in the school auditorium. The
school was well decorated with posters of various historically important monuments.
Mr. Harsh Wardhan, Dean of History Department of Faculty of Social Studies, Delhi
University was the Chief Guest. Around 600 students and parents attended the programme.
The Programme began by lighting of the ceremonial lamp by the Chief Guest. After that a
skit was presented by the students of Class XII showing the importance of our heritage and
monuments. The history club presented an engrossing documentary giving a brief detail of
the prime historical monuments from different parts of India. The use of additional audiovisual aids made their documentary an interesting watch.
In the end, the Chief Guest gave an educative yet motivating speech about the role of Youth
in preserving our national heritage. The Principal presented a vote of thanks after which light
refreshment was served to one and all.

LITERATURE
10.

(24 Marks)

(a) Shakespeare is wicked and the map is a bad example because it has no meaning for the
children of the slums. The world of the rich is full of beautiful things which tempt these
unfortunate children and they try to steal these things.
(b) When working in a glass bangle factory there are chances of losing one’s eye-sight. Due to
the high temperature within the glass furnaces there is possibility of skin-burn also. Mindnumbing toil kills the hopes and aspirations of the workers.
(c) According to Pablo Neruda, human beings can learn from nature to be quiet and still and to
grow at their own pace. They can also learn to be contented and satisfied with what they
have.
(d) The crofter can be called a good host because he not only welcomed the peddler but also
offered him hot supper, gave him tobacco to smoke and also played cards with him. He was
extremely talkative and friendly with the peddler.
(e) The poet started looking out of the window because she wanted to drive away the pain and
agony she was experiencing by looking at her aged mother. She looked outside at the world
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(f)

11.

(a)

(b)

(c)

12[A]

[B]

13[A]

which was full of life and activity. She saw young trees running past her and merry children
sprinting out of their homes to play.
Franz was tempted to run away and spend the day outside instead of attending school as it
was a warm and bright day and he wanted to watch the Prussian soldiers’ drill. Moreover
he had not done his lesson on participles from which his teacher, M. Hamel was going to
question and feared a scolding from his teacher.
Everybody made fun of Roger Skunk and no one played with him because he smelled bad.
He was very upset about this, so he visited the wise owl who advised him to go to the wizard
who was sure to help him. So Roger went in search of the wizard.
The third level is a medium of escape through which man yearns to be away from life’s
harsh realities. Modern life is devoid of peace and tranquility so man in his quest to seek
solace escapes to a place where his aim is to seek the realization of his dreams and
unfulfilled wishes of his subconscious mind.
Evans did not have any chance of getting through the O-level German examination as he
was not capable of understanding even a simple German expression of “Guten Glück”
(Good Luck). He was taking the test in an attempt to plan his escape from prison.
When Franz comes to know about the takeover of his village by the Prussians, his feelings
about school and M. Hamel change totally. The order from Berlin arouses a feeling of
patriotism in him. He suddenly develops a strong fascination for his language and school. He
decides to pay attention to the lesson that is being taught and genuinely regrets having
neglected learning French. He even develops a sudden liking for M. Hamel and feels
genuinely upset that he was leaving the village. The cranky M. Hamel seemed like a good
and gentle man. The fact that M. Hamel would not teach them any more, made Franz forget
all about his ruler. He shares M. Hamel’s views about French, that it was the most beautiful
language in the world and listened to M. Hamel’s last lesson with rapt attention and deep
respect. He now realizes that what he had been evading all this time would now be deprived
to him altogether.
Or
It is not possible for one to give up bad habits or rectify wayward ways without the love,
support and encouragement of one and all. Positive reversal point in a wayward person
results from a variety of possible motivations. It is important for a person to have a calm and
peaceful life. A troubled and tensed life starts getting meaningless and also brings along with
it various ailments and problems. It is important to inculcate values like truthfulness,
punctuality, regularity, fellow-feeling, compassion and sympathy in a wayward person.
Only then does life seem a boon to them. One must learn to pay due respect to elders and
have compassion for the needy. Bad habits are like mental vices that tend to become
addictive and habitual. Good qualities like helping others, love and trust pave a good path
for our future life. A man devoid of social and moral virtues is looked upon with disdain and
loses the trust and respect of others. Such a man needs a compassionate confidant to confide
in. Thus, it is imperative to constantly set good examples on wayward elements so that they
are forced to emulate good deeds and actions.
Dr. Sadao was a dutiful, compassionate and humanitarian individual. There is no doubt that
the duty of a doctor beckoned him to help the injured soldier despite the fact that he was an
enemy of the state. Considering Dr. Sadao’s profession, his decision was justifiable. But
Hana, his wife, had no such compulsion. She just supported her husband’s decision despite
open defiance from the domestic staff. As a wife she was under compulsion of her pledge to
support her husband in every situation. Moreover, women are by instinct, preservers and not
destroyers. There is a mother in every woman whose basic nature is to nurture and care for
her loved ones. Hana is an educated woman, with a logical assessment. So she is justifiably
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sympathetic towards the prisoner of war inspite of vehement objections and defiance of the
servants and the other risks involved. When the soldier was brought home, she helped her
husband in his treatment by helping in washing the wound, cooking and even feeding the
enemy. It was her loyalty, sympathy and support that helped Dr. Sadao to save the soldier.
Or
The very fact that Evans was known as ‘Evans the Break,’ should have been reason enough
for the prison staff to be more vigilant. Evans manages to fool them at every step. The
negligence that the prison staff displays is evident from the very beginning when they fail to
realize that the German teacher was Evans’ accomplice. Then Stephen allows him to wear the
hat which conceals his cropped hair. McLeery’s identity is not checked and neither are the
phone calls verified. The prison staff could not even identify Evans when he impersonated
McLeery. Later the Governor realizes his mistake and shows his efficiency when he catches
Evans red-handed but soon he proves to be a good-for-a-giggle Governor when he allows
Evans to escape in the prison van driven by Evans’ friend.
❒ ❒ ❒ ❒
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