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The La Center GreenShed: An Addition to the La Center Garden

The applicant proposes to construct a 12 ft. x 24 ft. garden shed. The shed is to serve utilitarian
storage purposes, as well as be an exterior site for teaching students in La Center schools,
community members, and visitors about environmental sustainability. Site alterations include
removing 3-4 inches of sod to create a level foundation upon which compacted gravel will be
used. A 12 ft. x 24 ft. shed will be placed on a gravel pad.

The location of the proposed shed is at the La Center High School which is zoned as Urban
Public District (UP). Utility sheds are not specifically mentioned as a permitted use in municipal
code, but qualify as similar uses to those uses permitted under LCM18.170.020 since the facility
is used for school purposes.

According to Clark County Maps Online, the site likely contains critical areas (geologic hazards)
in the form of Landslide hazards (area of potential instability) and steep slopes (greater than
15%). The applicant will be required to submit a letter from a geotechnical engineer1 stating that
the mapped hazards are not present on the site based on field conditions or, if one or more of
the hazards are present, a geotechnical report in compliance with 18.300.090(4) is required and
Type II critical areas permit review is required. If only seismic hazards are present,
documentation of compliance with the 2018 International Building Code is required.

The proposed development will require review and approval of a Type I Site Plan2 Review
application as required by LCMC 18.215.040 for construction of 4,000 square feet of floor area
or less.

Although the project may require review under a Type II process, the City will review the
application consistent with the Type I timeline within 21 days instead of the 56-day period
normally required for a Type II application provided the applicant submits a complete
application.

Changes to the site
The change we propose is the removal of three-four inches of sod to create a level foundation
area upon which to construct the shed. Compacted gravel will then be used as a foundation
under and around the 12 ft. x 24 ft. shed. The gravel foundation will measure 22.5 feet North to
South by 42 feet East to West.

1.GeoTech Report, completed by Tim North of TrueNorth GeoTechnical is included within our Site Plan and Building
Permit Portfolio.
2 This narrative description serves as the one piece of our Site Plan and Building Permit Portfolio- refer to the table of
contents for specific components.
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Changes to Structures
We are seeking to obtain a building permit to construct the 12 ft. x 24 ft. shed on a 22.5 ft. x 42
ft. leveled gravel pad.

Changes to Landscaping
Our initial plan for the proposed GreenShed includes laying a gravel pad (see above) upon which
we shall construct the shed. We also intend to install an infiltration trench to mitigate our water
runoff.3

Changes to Lighting
The current lighting in the adjacent parking lot along the southern end of the La Center Garden
and that within the La Center High School Track, Field, and Stadium to the north will suffice. We
will work with Clark PUD to install solar panels with their contracted solar construction company
who will process all necessary permits for that later-intended addition to our GreenShed.

Changes to Parking
The City of La Center parking lot, along the southern border of La Center High School Campus
and directly below the La Center Garden, may serve as adequate parking for the La Center
Garden and our proposed GreenShed.

Use
The intended use of the GreenShed is to provide storage for our La Center Garden and outdoor
classroom while modeling sustainable land use, waste reduction, watershed awareness, and
clean energy production to La Center students in our schools, residents, and visitors to our
town. This will be a benefit to students in the La Center Schools and our community.

Utility
Our initial plan is to simply construct a 12 ft. x 24 ft. storage shed with no connection to public or
private utilities.

3.Drainage information can be found within the Infiltration Trench portion of our portfolio.
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Frontage
The proposed GreenShed is to be situated within the northeastern area of the La Center
Garden. This is to the north of the parking lot used during the day by La Center High School, but
owned by the City of La Center. That parking lot, along with the La Center Garden and proposed
GreenShed to the north, is across 4th Street from Holley Park. 4th Street is the main road
running east to west through the incorporated city of La Center. It is along 4th Street, into the
parking lot, and through access gates that visitors will access the La Center Garden and the
proposed GreenShed within it. Students from the High School will typically access the LC
Garden and GreenShed through the gate in the northwest area of the La Center Garden. That
gate opens into the La Center Garden from the La Center High School Track, Field, and
Stadium. As per the recommendation of the Clark Cowlitz Fire and Rescue Deputy and the
CCFR Inspector, an additional service gate4 will be installed along the southern fence line to
more rapidly allow first responders to access the area upon which the GreenShed is to be
constructed.

GeoTech
The GeoTech report was completed by True North Geotechnical Services for submission with
this application.5

Drainage - Erosion control
The proposed 12 ft. x 24 ft. La Center GreenShed is to be constructed upon a gravel foundation,
allowing for filtration of rainwater. Additionally, the shed is to be built on a sloped hill. We intend
to collect rainwater in the rain barrels with the overflow routed to an infiltration trench via
conveyance pipes with a sump. The sump will separate the conveyance pipe from the infiltration
trench which will also filter out large debris. The filtered water will then be run through the
infiltration trench. The rain barrels will be located on the northeast and southeast corners of the
GreenShed and will be connected to the conveyance pipe.6. During the process of developing
the La Center Garden in 2016, the contractor installed large retaining walls. These retaining
walls7 were specifically designed to provide stability to each level of the LC Garden, as well as to
mitigate erosion and stormwater runoff within the LC Garden. The lower parking lot, located to
the south of the La Center Garden and the proposed building site for the GreenShed, is paved
with permeable pavers that allow for runoff to filter into the ground around and beneath them.
Additionally, the parking lot, sloped toward 4th St., is equipped with a drainage system that
routes the water into the City of La Center's stormwater system that flows into the creek south of
Holley Park.

4.The new gate to provide access to first responders from the lower parking lot along the southern fence line is noted on the Name
and Location & Width of Existing & Proposed On-Site Streets & Roadway Easements section of our portfolio.
5GeoTech Report- submitted by True North GeoTechnical -refer to the table of contents to access in our portfolio.
6.Drainage and erosion mitigation is explained more within the Infiltration Trench portion of our portfolio.
7Retaining wall Schematics and further information can be found within the Drainage System portion of our portfolio.
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Transportation
The typical mode of transportation to the proposed GreenShed and around the La Center
Garden will be foot walking. The 8ADA trail that runs the length of the garden from north to
south, accommodates wheelchair users. The trail may be accessed from the north through a
delivery gate or from the south through either a service or delivery gate. As the slope in the LC
Garden is less than 5% from the ADA trail east toward the GreenShed, it will be accessible as
well.

Periodically, supplies and equipment will be delivered to the GreenShed using the southern
delivery gate and driveway from the lower parking lot or by using the service gate near the La
Center High School Track, Field, and Stadium in the northwest portion of the La Center Garden.
When transporting materials to or exporting materials and supplies from the GreenShed, we will
use the school district’s Gator, golf cart, or a small truck. The north and south access points
were designed and permitted in 2016, for periodic vehicular use along a centrally located
access road.

Proposed Easements
We are not proposing any easements.

Additional information
The diagram inserted below is a copy of the one made for the 2016 construction of the La
Center Garden. Two access points are intended to be added during the construction of our
proposed La Center GreenShed. There will be one along the eastern fence line to allow for an
ADA pathway to connect directly from the current walkway from the lower parking lot to the HS
Campus. The other access point will be in the eastern portion of the southern fence line to allow
direct access from first responders parked in the lower parking lot to the GreenShed. [Please
note the change to the location of the GreenShed, previously noted as the “Garden shed and
locker pad”.
8 ADA Pathway information and location specifics are explained within the Location & Width of Existing & Proposed On-Site
Pedestrian & Bicycle Facilities

2016 La Center Garden Design with 2022 GreenShed and two additional gates note
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https://gis.clark.wa.gov/gishome/Property/?pid=findSN&account=%2062965252#
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Infiltration Trench
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LC Garden Plot Plan:
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GreenShed Design
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Structural Design
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Floor Plan
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Roof Plan
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#3-1: Proposed Name of Project: La Center GreenShed
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Drainage system
The proposed 12 foot x 24 foot La Center GreenShed is to be constructed upon a
compacted gravel foundation, allowing for filtration of rainwater. Additionally, the
shed is to be built on a sloped hill. Our intention is to collect rainwater in rain
barrels with overflow routed to a rain garden. The sloped hillside coupled with the
mitigation of an amended rain garden will permit rainwater to flow into the
stormwater drainage system located within the infrastructure of the lower parking
lot and 4th St. roadway to the south of the La Center Garden.

During the process of developing the La Center Garden in 2016, the contractor
installed large retaining walls. These retaining walls were specifically designed to
provide stability to each level of the LC Garden, as well as to mitigate erosion
and stormwater run-off within the LC Garden. The lower parking lot, located to
the south of the La Center Garden and proposed building site for the GreenShed,
is paved with permeable pavers that allow for runoff to filter into the ground
around and beneath them. Additionally, the parking lot, sloped toward 4th St., is
equipped with a drainage system that routes the water into the City of La
Center’s stormwater system that flows into the creek south of Holley Park.
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Drainage system → Gravity-Block Wall
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Proposed Uses for Buildings & Structures - GreenShed

The La Center Garden’s Greenshed will serve both utilitarian and educational
purposes. As a garden shed, it will provide storage for tools and materials related to the
maintenance of and improvements to the La Center Garden. Its pole barn design will
allow interior shelving as well as space for storing a small garden tractor, gardening
tools, pots, and other materials for constructing  components within the garden.

The GreenShed is also a learning opportunity for students at La Center High School.
The planning, designing, presenting, and constructing of the structure is being done by
students in both the Environmental Studies and Residential Construction Classes.
Coordinating the efforts of these classes and other project partnerships is part of the
purpose of the Environmental Action Team, an LCHS ASB Club.

The long-term vision for the La Center GreenShed within the La Center Garden is that it
will continue to serve as a storage shed, but will also serve as a legacy project for
students within La Center Schools, the wider La Center community, and visitors to our
town to learn about environmental sustainability. As an outdoor learning space, the La
Center Garden and the La Center GreenShed, in particular, will have exhibits and
educational signage explaining: sustainable land use, waste reduction, watershed
stewardship and clean/renewable energy sources. The latter of these sustainable
demonstrations will include the GreenShed’s being equipped with solar panels to
provide lighting in and around the GreenShed. Permits for this later phase of the project
will be processed by one of our GreenShed partners, Clark PUD and their contracted
solar contractor- Sunbridge Solar. There will be no charge for visitors, and students will
serve as hosts and tour guides to the La Center GreeShed site.

Our Greenshed will be a positive addition to our town, the education of students, and
the community of La Center. Its usefulness is already underway through the
pre-construction and planning phase.
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#9-3: 2016 Eco Block Wall Diagrams
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