
La Center Police Department 
Values 

Integrity: We will exhibit an unwavering 
commitment to Honesty, Accountability, 
Trust, Loyalty and Ethical Behavior. 

Teamwork: We will work together, 
displaying and promoting the charact-
eristics of Respect, Communication, 
Cooperation, Reliability, Openness and 
Flexibility to more effectively accomplish 
our mission.

Excellence: We will provide the highest 
levels of Professionalism, Dedication, 
Responsiveness and Impartiality in the 
performance of our duties, with the 
attitude that all tasks will receive our 
best effort. 

La Center Police Department 
105 W. 5th Street 

La Center, WA 98629 
Tel 360-263-2745 
Fax 360-263-2757 

A Layered Approach to Protection: To 
protect their investment, vehicle owners 
are urged to follow NICB's "Layered 
Approach" to auto theft prevention by 
employing simple, low-cost suggestions to 
make their vehicles less attractive to thieves. 
NICB's four layers of protection are: 
Common Sense: The cheapest form of 
defense is to simply employ the anti-theft 
devices that are standard on all vehicles: 
locks. Lock your car and take your keys. 
Warning Device: Having and using a 
visible or audible warning device is another 
item that can ensure your car remains where 
you left it. 
Immobility Device: "Kill" switches, fuel 
cut-offs, and smart keys are among the 
devices which are high and low tech, 
but extremely effective. Generally 
speaking, if your car won't start, it won't get 
stolen. 
Tracking Device: If your vehicle is stolen, 
these systems help law enforcement track 
and recover it quickly. Some systems will 
even inform you if your vehicle has 
been moved without your knowledge. 

You can do your part in helping to stop this 
criminal activity by reporting fraud and vehicle 
theft t o  N I C B   at  1-800-TEL-NICB 
(1-800-835-6422). Your call will be 
anonymous and you could be eligible for 
a reward. Or, you may report fraud or 
theft by visiting the NICB website at 
www.nicb.org. 

FACT: A car's vehicle identification number 
(VIN) is the automotive equivalent of human 
"DNA" 

The La Center 
Police Department 
Invites You to Join 
Our Club and Help 

Prevent Auto Thefts

http://www.nicb.org/


Tips on What You Can Do to 
Prevent the Theft of Your Vehicle: 
1. Take Your Keys

One out of every five vehicles stolen had the
keys in it.

2. Lock Your Car
Almost half of all vehicles stolen were left
unlocked.

3. Park in Well-Lighted Areas

ADDITIONAL NO COST STEPS 

4. Only give ignition/door key to parking attendant. If your
trunk and glove box use the same key as the door, have
one of them changed.

5. Don't leave your car running unattended. Vehicles are
commonly stolen at convenience stores, gas stations,
ATM's, etc.

6. Completely Close Car Windows When Parking. Don't make
it any easier for the thief to enter your vehicle.

7. Don't Leave Valuables in Plain View. Don't make your car 
a target by leaving valuables in plain sight.

8. If You Have a Garage, use It. Park in a garage rather than
outside where your vehicle is more vulnerable.

9. When     Parking in a Garage, Lock the Garage Door and
Your Vehicle. By locking both the garage and vehicle
doors, the chances of deterring a thief greatly improve.

10. Don't Leave the Registration or title in Your Car. A car thief 
will use these to sell your stolen car. File the title at your 
home or office, and carry the registration in your purse or 
wallet.

INVESTING IN VEHICLE PROTECTION 

11. Ignition Kill Switch. Splice an inexpensive toggle switch
into your ignition wire or starter. The trick is hiding the
switch well. Keypads, pressure pads and more expensive
"Immobilizers" and "Passkeys" can also be used.

12. Fuel Kill Switch. The valve that enables the flow of fuel is 
closed when the switch is off.

13. Visible Steering Wheel Lock. Prevents the steering wheel
from being turned properly.

14. Floorboard Locks. Devices that disable the gas or brake
pedal.

15. Gearshift Locks. Disable shifting of the transmission by
locking it in place.

16. Tire/Wheel Locks. Wrap around the wheel and prevent the 
vehicle from moving.

17. Hood Locks. Prevent the thief from gaining access to your
security system and battery.

The La Center Police Department will provide a 
steering wheel lock by request - Limit two per 
household in a statewide effort to reduce auto 
theft. 

Grant Funding was provided by the WATPA - 
Washington Auto Theft Prevention Authority - 

www.WAAutoTheftPreventionAuthority.org. 

Generally, cars are stolen for one of four reasons: 
1. For sale abroad - Within an hour of its theft and with its VIN still 

intact, the car is packed in a shipping container and sent abroad 
with false export documents. Stolen cars are shipped to 
Eastern Europe, the Middle East, South America, the 
Caribbean, Africa and Southeast Asia. Upon arrival, these 
stolen vehicles are sold for many times their original market 
value.

2. For sale to unsuspecting consumers - The vehicle may be 
given a new identity with a false vehicle identification 
number (VIN) to hide its origin. It will then often be sold 
to unsuspecting consumers. It also can be dismantled 
and sold for parts.

To get somewhere - This is more commonly, and 
inappropriately, referred to as "joyriding," but auto theft, of 
any kind or with any intention, is still a crime and 
innocent people do get hurt or killed.

To commit another crime - Why would a thief use his or her 
own vehicle when he or she can steal one and use it?
These cars are often recovered - abandoned

Thieves prey on consumers to get them to 
buy stolen cars or trucks. 

If the deal is too good to be true - it 
probably really is! VIN Cloning is one trick 
thieves use. The vehicle identification 
numbers (VIN numbers) are replaced with 
ones swiped from similar legally registered 
vehicle. Verify that all of the VIN numbers 
match, including those on the dashboard, the 
driver's side door sticker, the car's frame 
and the paperwork for the title. If the numbers 
don't all match - don't buy! 

NICB's VIN Check is a free service provided to the 
public to assist in determining if a vehicle has been 
reported as stolen, but not recovered, or has been reported 
as a salvage vehicle by cooperating NICB member 
insurance companies. To perform a search, a vehicle 
identification number (VIN) is required. A maximum of five 
searches can be con- ducted within a 24-hour period per 
IP address. 
https://www.nicb.org/theft_and_fraud_awareness vincheck 

When cars are stolen, insurance rates go up 
and we all pay the price. 

Identity theft. If you left mail, bills, car 
registration, work files, or other sensitive 
information in your car, you have now 
also made yourself a possible victim of 
identity theft. 

Did you leave your house keys or 
garage door opener in the car? A thief 
now has access to your home. 

4.
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