
Nanaimo Science Safety Plan
Summer Camps 2021

Prepared by Elaine Parker (Executive Director)

This Safety Plan has been prepared based on the directives of the BC Centre for
Disease Control as applied to Education Settings, and the guidelines put in place by
WorkSafe BC for child care providers.

Social Distancing
The primary mode for protecting children and staff members from COVID-19
exposure (Educators and management) taking part in Nanaimo Science activities
will be social distancing. As directed by public health authorities, we will strive for a 2
meter (6 foot) spacing between individuals.

Mask Wearing
The secondary mode for protecting children and staff members from COVID-19
exposure (Educators and management) taking part in Nanaimo Science activities
will be by mask wearing. Masks will be worn by children and staff at all times while
indoors.  This will apply to children of all ages taking part in camps.
While teaching outdoors, staff will continue to wear masks.
Masks may be removed to eat or drink while indoors if weather does not permit
having snack/lunch time outside.
Children who are unable to wear their masks properly (covering both their mouth
and nose) for the duration of the indoor portion of camp will need to be picked up
early by their parents.

Health Screening
Prior to taking part in the day’s program, parents will need to review and attest to a
series of health screening questions. The health screening questionnaire will be
based on this safety plan and may include additional matters based on advice from
public health authorities.

Sickness/Illness Symptoms
Children and staff are not permitted to be on site or take part in any activities if they
or someone in their household is exhibiting any signs of illness. Households who
have individuals awaiting a COVID-19 test result, or who are returning from outside of
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British Columbia or Canada should be self-isolating for 14 days in their homes and
not taking part in any camps during this period.

Nanaimo Science reserves the right to contact parents to pick up children
immediately if symptoms develop or other issues arise that compromise the health
of the child, other children or staff members. Children will be isolated outdoors under
the supervision of a staff person until they can be picked up.

Replacement staff person(s) will be in place if any staff member is unable to be
present due to sickness. In the extreme case that a session or a full series cannot be
held due to lack of staff, Nanaimo Science will inform all participants and issue
refunds to families.

Personal Protective Equipment
Staff members will be expected to wear non-medical masks as noted above.
Disposable masks for adults and children will be available on site in case a mask
becomes soiled, lost or broken.
New disposable gloves will be worn, with proper hand washing before and after
donning, if the staff member needs to be in physical contact with the child (e.g.
providing first aid).

Proper mask wearing procedures will be required of all individuals (e.g. covering
mouth and nose, keeping mask dry and clean, avoiding touching mouth/nose under
mask, etc.) Educators will work with the children to remind them how to use them
properly. If children have difficulty wearing their masks in safe ways, we will contact
the parent to inform them of this situation. Children who are unable to wear their
masks properly (covering both their mouth and nose) for the duration of the indoor
portion of camp will need to be picked up early by their parents.

Wearing of masks will not substitute for the need to maintain proper social
distancing.

Occupancy Limits & Physical Space
Science Studio
The Science Studio is 10.36m x 7m (34’ x 23’) and has an in-room sink for
handwashing and access to the outside via a dedicated door. While this space
allows for up to 21 individuals, room capacity will be limited to no more than 12
students and 2 or 3 educators. An additional staff person may be present from time
to time to help manage breaks and support the educators.
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The Science Studio has multiple windows that open to the outside - these will be kept
open, as will the studio door, throughout the day as much as possible to help with air
flow.

Multipurpose Room
The ConnectEd Multipurpose Room is 8.23m x 9.14m (27’ x 30’) and has an in-room
sink for handwashing and access to the outside via a dedicated door. While this
space allows for up to 22 individuals, room capacity will be limited to no more than 12
students and 2 or 3 educators. An additional staff person may be present from time
to time to help manage breaks and support the educators.

The Multipurpose Room has multiple windows that open to the outside - these will be
kept open, as will the Multipurpose Room door, throughout the day as much as
possible to help with air flow.

Equipment & Cleaning
Children will be assigned work stations, as well as a stool and a bin to keep personal
things. Work stations will be individual tables spaced 2 meters (6 feet) apart.
Masking tape may be placed on the floor to help remind children of their “bubble”.
Jackets, lunch kits and other items will need to be kept within the work station
(cubbies will not be available, sanitized baskets will be provided to each child to
store their items).

Tables and chairs/stools will be cleaned daily by staff. In the rare case that children
need to eat at their workstation, the table surface will be cleaned by staff prior to
eating.

Nanaimo Science will provide a closed bin for each child to store items such as.
scissors, glue, and pens/markers. Each child will only use the tools inside their bin for
the duration of their camp. Tools and the bins will be sanitized between users by
staff. As we are unable to re-use and share items that we normally would have used
by multiple children, a materials fee may be charged to families to help offset the
costs of providing these items to each individual.

For camps in which computers, LEGO, or other similar equipment are utilized, each
child will be assigned their own laptop/iPad, and/or LEGO set. The equipment will be
used only by that child for the duration of the camp and will be cleaned and/or
quarantined thoroughly after use.

Staff work spaces are separate from the children’s work area(s) and also consist of
separate desks and chairs.  Children will not be permitted in the staff work spaces.
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Nanaimo Science will provide all materials and any specialized equipment required
for Summer Camps. Any equipment provided will be thoroughly cleaned and
disinfected with a household bleach (sodium hypochlorite 5.25%) solution as
directed by the BC Centre for Disease Control (http://www.bccdc.ca/Health-Info-
Site/Documents/CleaningDisinfecting_PublicSettings.pdf).

Sharing will not be permitted unless siblings or individuals from within the same
bubble (as identified by the guardians/parents) are registered in the same session.

Bathrooms
Bathrooms in the ConnectEd school are separated by gender (boys/girls).
Bathrooms have a limited number of stalls (3) and typically the doors to the hallway
are left open. Sinks are equipped with soap dispensers and paper towels for drying.
Separate bathrooms are available for the Science Studio and the Multipurpose room.
Children will be limited to one individual at time visiting the bathroom facilities from
each camp (as they access different sets of bathrooms).

Water fountains & Water bottles
Water fountains will not be accessible during the camps. Children are asked to bring
one or more water bottles with sufficient water for the day. All water bottles should
be labeled with your child’s first and last name.

Hand Washing
Staff and children will be asked to wash their hands upon first arriving and before
leaving the Studio or Multipurpose Room. The same policy will apply prior to heading
to and upon returning from outside time. Hand washing will also be required before
and after snack/lunch time, and after visits to the bathrooms (as has always been
our policy). Handwashing will also be recommended prior to children using their
water bottles. Sinks in the Studio and Multipurpose Rooms (and the sinks in the
bathrooms) are supplied with soap and paper towels.

Hand Sanitizing
Hand sanitizing will be required in situations where washing with soap and water is
unavailable (e.g., while on nature walks). Nanaimo Science will provide hand
sanitizer in these situations, however, we recommend that children bring their own
sanitizer to avoid the need to share items.
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Drop Off/Pick Up Procedures
Parents will be asked to line up outside of the Science Studio or the Multipurpose
Room entrances, providing a minimum of 2 meters (6 feet) of space between each
family unit. Parents and siblings will not be permitted into the classroom to ensure
we keep below capacity. Children will be welcomed in one at a time and be asked to
put their personal items at their workstation and wash their hands upon arrival. At
pick up time, children will be asked to stay at their workstations until their parents are
seen. One at a time, children will be asked to wash their hands and bring their
personal items to the door to depart.

Snack and Lunch times
It is our goal to have all children enjoy their snack and lunch times outside. If it is
raining, there is covered outdoor space in the school yard. Social distancing of 2
meters (6 feet) between individuals will be used when eating outdoors also. We ask
that parents pack wipes/sanitizer in their children’s lunch bags for use after eating.
Snacks will be only consumed during snack time as we cannot have children eating
at their workstations and maintain proper sanitation.

Playground equipment & Outdoor recreation
Playground equipment at Island ConnectEd school is available for use at the time of
writing. Children will be expected to self-assess their ability to use the playground
equipment (e.g. monkey bars, swings, etc.). Nanaimo Science staff will intervene if
unsafe play or use of the playground equipment is occurring.

We will have several outdoor activities daily that will be fun and maintain social
distancing. We also welcome children to bring play equipment from home that can
be used independently such as skipping ropes, yo-yos, or chalk. These items will be
kept at your child’s workstation in their bin and will not be shared with others.

Increased recreation time
As children transition into the routine of taking part in Nanaimo Science Camps, we
believe it will be beneficial that increased recreation time be part of this year’s
camps. Educators will be planning many outdoor activities, indoor play, and times
where kids can relax, including video and story times. Educators will use their best
judgement and experience with children to gauge the need for recreation.
Opportunities to merge education with play will be our goal wherever possible.
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Contract Tracing Plan
For each session, an attendance sheet will be prepared starting with listing the team
members on site. One team member will be responsible for recording the names of
the children taking part. Sign-in sheets will be kept with the Executive Director in the
case information is needed by public health officials or to help inform authorities if a
case arises from within our team.

If a child/household of a child who took part in our programs tests positive for
COVID-19 within 14 days of the program/camp, they will be expected to contact
Nanaimo Science to inform us of this result. The Executive Director will work with
public health officials to conduct contact tracing for all applicable dates and
individuals.

Weather and Preparedness
With the increased need to spend time outdoors, rain or shine, children should come
dressed prepared for the weather. Children should have sunscreen and hats for
sunny weather, and wear appropriate clothing and footwear for activities that may
be messy and/or involve outdoor walking. On occasion, Nanaimo Science safety
pinnys (vests) may be required for Wandering School - these will be clean and
laundered after each use.

Behaviour and Participation
Nanaimo Science reserves the right to expel any participant, without refund of fees,
who behaves inappropriately, is disruptive to other participants, volunteers or staff, or
becomes a danger to themselves or others.

Children are expected to participate while at Nanaimo Science activities to the best
of their abilities.

Climbing, jumping off of heights, throwing objects, or any other similar behaviour will
not be allowed at camp.

Cancellations, Withdrawals and Refunds
Nanaimo Science reserves the right to cancel a program (due to COVID-19 reasons
or other reasons) at any time. All fees paid by families will be refunded for a
cancelled program.

Parents’ withdrawal with refund must be requested in writing more than two weeks
prior to the program start date. Any withdrawals or changes will be subject to a $10
administrative fee for a single day program, and $15 for a multi-day program (per
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child registered). There are NO REFUNDS given for withdrawals requested less than
two weeks prior to the first day of a registered program or at any time during the
program. Pro-rated refunds are NOT available for days absent from a registered
program.
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