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Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good;  
His love endures forever.

Psalm 107:1 

Happy Thanksgiving!
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Grateful to God! His Love Endures Forever!
As fall draws to a close, we want to provide a brief update and give thanks to God for His 
provision and how He continues to work through the Marble Retreat ministry. We’ve hosted 
on-site intensives since early June, still eight days in length, but due to county restrictions 
are offering a modified program without the group therapy component. Guests receive 
individual counseling and couples counseling only. Though 
this differs from our “traditional” intensives, this current 
format allows for more focused counseling. We currently 
are operating at 75% capacity and are grateful for God’s 
protection as well as the ability to continue to minister, 
providing hope and healing to hurting servants. We 
would not be able to keep our doors open without 
your partnership! Your prayer support and 
sacrificial giving are greatly appreciated! During 
these uncertain days, may God fill you with His 
peace that passes all understanding.

Gratefully, Mike & Kari Drs. Mike and Kari MacKenzie 
Directors

“Really appreciated the counseling. It was 
intentional, purposeful, practical, useful, 
and applicable. I was heard and truth was 
spoken with sensitivity and care. There 
was wisdom, a balance of Biblical and 
psychological. Overall, quite grateful.” 

“I think everyone in ministry should 
experience this place. It was exactly what 
we needed and God-ordained.”

“So appreciative of the encouraging 
atmosphere, a Christ-like spirit. Surely the 
presence of the Lord is in this place.”

 - recent alumni

Please Help Replenish 
our Scholarship Fund
Gifts to our Scholarship Fund impact more 
than the person or couple receiving the 
scholarship. In fact, there’s a huge ripple 
effect! We are grateful for the sacrificial 
gifts we have received to our Scholarship 
Fund this past year but, as you can 
imagine, the needs have increased and 
far outweigh our funds. If you are able, 
please consider a gift to our Scholarship 
Fund and help us help more Christian 
leaders serving on the front lines during 
these tumultuous and trying times.  
Thank you for your generosity!

WOULD YOU LIKE TO RECEIVE OUR NEWSLETTER AND OTHER UPDATES ELECTRONICALLY?
Please contact us via our website marbleretreat.org or email ministrycare@marbleretreat.org.
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Marble Retreat solely 
exists and continues to 
touch lives and hearts 

only because of
our gracious God

and the prayer and
financial support  

of His people.  
Please consider  

a year-end gift to:
• our Scholarship Fund

• our General Fund
• our Wish List

• or a gift toward  
a new hot tub  
or double oven

The Miraculous Ministry of the Hot Tub
Whether an awe-inspiring hour beneath 
the brilliant starlit sky, or time on a 
sunny afternoon soaking in the peaceful 
surroundings of the lodge, God the 
Creator has met Marble Retreat guests 
in powerful and renewing ways in and 
around the hot tub. Whether a pivotal 
conversation with a spouse, or a time of 
laughter and bonding as a group, God the 
Healer has touched hearts and lives via 
the hot tub in transformative ways. 

The outdoor sanctuary that surrounds 
the lodge, including our hot tub, plays a 
major role in how God meets hurting and 
“on empty” guests of Marble Retreat. 
He meets His servants in the group 
therapy room, around the dining 
table, and out in His creation. One 
unexpected but very therapeutic 
place where God touches lives is in 
the hot tub which, after 20+ years, 
desperately needs to be replaced. 

During this time of financial 
uncertainty and significant upheaval 
across the globe, in some ways it 
feels frivolous to move forward with 
plans to purchase a new hot tub 

for the lodge.  It is a significant expense.  
However, our board and staff are 
convinced, without a doubt, that the hot 
tub is an essential and integral part of 
the Marble Retreat ministry year-round.

Would you consider a gift towards our 
goal of raising $14,000 so Marble Retreat 
guests will once again have a hot tub 
in which to soak, de-stress, relax and 
renew? Your gift is a tangible way to 
touch weary and broken servants who 
have bottled up sin and remorse, anger 
and frustration, anxiety and pain, and 
come seeking hope, healing, restoration 
and newness of life. Thank you!

We are excited to welcome three new board members to the Marble Retreat family 
and are grateful to God for the experience, leadership and vision they each bring!

Julie Ray Brown
In October 2019 we were blessed to welcome a new board member to our team, Julie Ray Brown. 
Julie has a long history with the Marble ministry as her father, Don Ray, previously served on the 
board years ago. Julie brings a breadth of knowledge and depth of passion for ministry, missions, 
and higher education administration to the board. She is a graduate of Milligan College (TN) and 
earned her Masters of Arts degree in Cross Cultural Education from Wheaton College (IL). She served 
in student development at Gordon College (MA) just shy of a decade, as Dean of the First-Year 
Experience and Director of Student Life. Prior to that, Julie lived and served in Hong Kong for 7 years, 
initially with the English Language Institute/China, caring, supporting, and pastoring North American 

teachers in China and Vietnam; and later at Sha Tin College, teaching Philosophy and Religious Studies and preparing secondary 
students planning to study in the US. She recently started her own consulting business, JRB College Success, coaching and 
counseling high school students on their college search and application journey.

Julie and her husband Geoffrey live in Jackson, MS and are the parents of two teenage sons whom they adopted after 8 years of 
fostering. Additionally, they have three grown children and five grandchildren. Julie has a servant’s heart and a love of authentic 
community, and enjoys using her gifts of hospitality and culinary creativity to care and love on others.

Mark McDowell
Mark McDowell joined the board at our recent October 2020 meeting.  Mark recently retired after 
three decades serving in management and membership administration. Sixteen of those years were 
with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce followed by 15 years with National Write Your Congressman. 
Prior to his sales and management career, Mark served as a pastor, a pastoral counselor, a Christian 
school administrator and Bible College professor. We are grateful that God placed on his heart a 
desire to serve on our board in this next phase of his life journey!

Mark has degrees from Louisiana College as well as Midwestern School of Evangelism. He has taught 
adult classes and has led short-term mission trips with LifeBridge Christian Church, Longmont, CO for 

the past 29 years. He also volunteers as a mentor for KIDS HOPE USA, working with at-risk children. Another area of involvement 
is with Leadership By The Book, a community of business leaders passionate about leading companies God’s way and leading 
people to Christ. Mark and his wife Pat have a unique connection with Marble Retreat from various volunteer experiences over 
the years, both behind the scenes serving on the Longmont Work Crew for many summers, as well as hands-on ministering 
alongside Bob and Lisa to help host groups. They have four grown children and eight grandchildren ages 10 months to 23 years.

Jon Stovall
Also joining the board this October is Chaplain Jon Stovall, USAF, Colonel (retired).  Jon currently 
serves as Pastor of interdenominational Marble Community Church, caring for and loving the 
people of the Town of Marble in addition to the church family. Prior to being called to the Crystal 
River Valley ten years ago, Jon served 28 years with the U.S. Air Force at various command posts 
and in numerous chaplaincy leadership positions with responsibilities for all aspects of the Chaplain 
Corps program. Assignments included: Nebraska, Washington DC (twice), South Dakota, Alabama, 
Wyoming, Texas, South Carolina, Louisiana and six years in Germany. He was commissioned as an Air 
Force chaplain in 1983.

Chaplain Stovall grew up on a cattle/horse ranch in the beautiful Black Hills of South Dakota. He studied theology/religion and 
Spiritual Direction at North American, Southeastern, and Catholic University seminaries. He and his wife Peggoty served a short-
term missionary assignment to the Netherland Antilles prior to joining the military. Jon and Peggoty have two grown children 
and a daughter-in-law. They also have a beautiful companion, a yellow Labrador named Starbuck. When not at the church or 
parsonage, they are often hiking in the back country enjoying God’s creation. Jon has volunteered for many projects at the lodge 
and hasn’t missed an annual woodchopping / woodstacking volunteer work day. We welcome Jon’s pastor heart and leadership 
background to the board!

Your Partnership is Needed Now More Than Ever!
We invite you to partner with us as we stay on mission serving Christian leaders.  We know 
many have lost much during these last eight months, and our hearts and prayers are with 
you. But if you are able, and are so moved, would you prayerfully consider a special gift or a 
monthly pledge to help toward one of our pressing needs - replenishing the Scholarship Fund 
or the need to replace the hot tub and double oven?  

No amount is too small.  Secure tax-deductible donations may be made online through our 
“donate now” link at marbleretreat.org or by mailing a check in the envelope provided.  

Whether or not you are able to give a financial gift, your gift of partnering with us in prayer is 
needed, critical, and greatly appreciated. Thank you and God bless!

Huge Thanks to the Longmont Work 
Crew for Transforming the Kitchen!
Part of the Marble ministry is the love and care given by our 
hosts, much of which comes via delicious meals creatively 
prepared in the lodge kitchen. But, as the kitchen is heavily 
used year-round, it’s showing its age!  Many thanks to the 
Longmont work crew for giving our kitchen a face lift and for 

providing most of the renovation materials and cost!
However, since the team was here, our oven stopped working! The expense for a new oven 
is not in our budget. Would you consider a gift towards this practical need so Bob will have 
use of an oven to continue nourishing both body and soul of retreat guests?  Thank you!
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