
When asked why I give to Marble Retreat, 
I immediately thought of the words from a 
letter acknowledging a donation I had recently 
sent......”those who come to us are in great need, often 
downtrodden, discouraged and in desperate need of  
transformation.”  My heart cries out to these people and 
I long to ease their pain.  Unfortunately, I do not have 
the educational training to know how to do this, but I 
can help in another way.  By partnering financially with 
this wonderful organization and its trained professionals 
who have responded to God’s calling and given their 
lives to minister in this area, I can literally be the hands 
and feet of Christ to bring healing and restoration to 
these hurting people.

 Won’t you join me by giving ANY amount that 
you can and then trust God to multiply it just as He 

did those few loaves and fishes the little boy offered to 
Jesus?  I am sure that Jesus could have fed that crowd 
without that child’s help, but He didn’t.  He waits for us 
to see a need and respond.  Marble Retreat has a need 
and God may be waiting for your response so that He 
can pour out a blessing, both on them and you.  If you 
are receiving this newsletter, you already know a little, 
or maybe a lot, about Marble Retreat. You know that 
God is at work in this place and this work can only 
continue if you and I respond to God’s calling to make 
it possible.  Don’t delay!  Help Marble Retreat continue 
to give the quality care it has provided for almost  
forty years.

The mission of Marble Retreat is to help bring healing, hope and restoration to  
those in vocational Christian ministry and the Church at large through Christ-centered brief intensive counseling.
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Marble Retreat is a 501(c)3 non-profit corporation. You have several ways to donate, 
on-line click the donate button, check or credit card by mail or phone.

I can literally be the 
hands and feet of Christ to  

bring healing and restoration 
to these hurting people.

SUMMER’S FLYING BY

Our summer is quickly passing as we enjoy the warm weather, clear 
skies, and summer foliage. We have been grateful to be out of  harm’s way in 
regards to the Colorado fires and praying for those who were not. Mike and 
Kari have been busy with conferences and taking care of our guests. Steve 
and Patti have been busy with care of the grounds and counseling our guests. 
We appreciate all of our readers who support Marble Retreat with their 
referrals, their donations, their prayers, and their positive words to others 
regarding the Lord’s work at the lodge.  We are reliant upon God and all of 
you to keep this great place operating in fine order. We are also honored to 
be able to witness the transforming work that so often happens during the 
course of a group. Donations continue to be crucial to the ministry and we 
ask that you would consider giving to the work here.

We also welcome you to review our new You Tube videos on the links below. You may also find the links on 
Facebook and our website.  Kudos to Board Member Professor Lisa Rue who supervised University of Northern 
Colorado students in this video project. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xo_yCeY3oMM
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ju2J_WFpAk4

The only thing that counts is 
faith expressing itself in love. 

Galatians 5:6b

ALUMNI NOTES

We are so thankful for the ministry that God has entrusted to you all!   We  know you hear it all of the time, 
which you probably need to considering all of the pain you see, so, please know that God has used you to preserve this 
marriage, this family, this ministry, and who knows how many more through the effects of His working as we live and 
walk and breathe in the truth of His power, grace and goodness.
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If you would like to receive your newsletter electronically, please notify us at  
ministrycare@marbleretreat.org. If you would like to be removed from our mailing list, 

please let us know electronically or simply call us toll free at 888-216-2725.

WORDS FROM AN INTERN
 
 Words cannot fully express my gratitude in being able to intern 
here at Marble Retreat and experience this ministry first hand. I 
thank God first and then all of you very deeply for making this 
possible. It is truly evident that God’s love is at the heart of what 
occurs here and that all of your hard work goes into sowing seeds 
and creating space for wounded soldiers to heal and continue to 
advance God’s kingdom in their homes and influences. This time 
has made a deep impression upon me as well as being a place to 
rest myself. Getting to know all of you as new friends is a great 
treasure as well and I hope we will share more memories together 
in the future. Thank you. 

- Jamie Beaber, Graduate Intern, Denver Seminary

MATCHING GIFTS
By David Self, Board Member

 Thank you, all, for your prayers and support for Marble Retreat ministry. So 
many lives are touched by your generous support which allows men and women 
to enter back into God’s kingdom work. There are so many different ways to be 
involved. One often overlooked opportunity is company matching gifts. If you would 
like to take advantage of this opportunity, ask your employer if they offer matching 
gifts. Often there are certain eligibility requirements and you might be surprised to 
find that Marble Retreat, a 501(c)3 non-profit corporation, is a perfect fit. This is a 
great way to have your past and future donations matched with little effort.

NEWS FROM MELISSA MCBURNEY

Estonia!  Do you know where that is? I had to get out 
a map to find it. The next Women of the Harvest Retreat 
will be there. Someone asked me why I was going to some 
unknown place. The first answer that popped into my mind 
was because Jesus told me to go. He didn’t specifically say, 
“Go to Estonia,” but He did tell me to go with WOTH as 
long as I am able to and Estonia is next. As you probably 
already know, my contract with Jesus is an awesome deal. 
He never reneges, always comes through, protects, provides, 
guides, and loves.  I am reminded of an old chorus 
(remember when we used to call them that?) “My Lord 

Knows The Way Through The Wilderness.  All I Have to do is Follow.”
I love the way He is so efficient and how He blesses me as He uses me to bless the 

women who come to the Retreats. It is an enormous blessing to the women to have 
someone take the time to pamper and love them. Some of them never have family or 
friends visit them from home. I feel very honored to have been chosen to minister to 
His special kids. I know that you feel that way, too, in whatever He has called you to 
do. Bless you for letting Him use you.

*Indicates group is open to all believers. All other groups for those in vocational Christian ministry.
Session dates are subject to change on occasion. Please call to confirm a reservation prior to booking flights.

When making travel plans, plan to arrive Tuesday afternoon and depart on
Thursday morning of the following week.

 REMAINING GROUP SCHEDULE FOR 2012

August 7 - August 16 

August 21 - August 30

September 4 - September 13

September 18 - September 27* 

October 9 - October 18

October 23 – Nov 1st

December 4 - December 13* 
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TRUST UNCOMPROMISED
By Kari MacKenzie

I recently read a devotion on Isaiah 37:3, it reminded me so much of Marble 
Retreat’s story that I decided to adapt it to Marble Retreat and share it with you.

God had invested a lot in Israel. The nation had been through seasons of 
exuberant celebration over God’s mercies and power; it had been through seasons of 
open rebellion and dreadful consequences; but through it all, God had been faithful, 
upholding His covenant even while disciplining His children. But now in Isaiah 
chapter 37, the situation looked bleak; The Assyrians were surrounding Jerusalem 
and had the power to destroy it. King Hezekiah was in a jam.  If we were within the 
walls of a surrounded city listening to the taunts of a God-mocking general who had 
already destroyed all the cities he’d previously attacked, we might waver between faith 
and compromise as Hezekiah did.  Hezekiah was doubting God could deliver when 
he makes  this statement in Isaiah 32:3:

“This day is a day of distress and rebuke and disgrace, as when children
 come to the point of birth and there is no strength to deliver them.’ 

I read this when I was about eight months pregnant and I  was so ready to experience 
the blessing of Dylan in our lives and be through with the burdens of pregnancy that 
I couldn’t wait for delivery day, but I couldn’t imagine getting to that point and not 
having the strength to deliver him! How awful that would be. But if I were in Hezekiah’s 
shoes, I could see how he might feel as though God had brought Israel to “term,” so to 
speak, and was now aborting them and all that he had promised them. 

I’m sure it was terribly uncomfortable for Hezekiah to be in that situation.  I 
could see why he may have doubted God;  he couldn’t see any way out, but God 
has a way of using these situations to cause us to put down our strategies and trust 
in God. The devotion I read said, “those who compromise their worship of God 
by bowing to the dictates of circumstances will never find rest.” But our faith looks 
beyond walls, surrounding armies, and excruciating labor pains. It sees the God 
above them all; and it believes.

This is what I saw us as a ministry, as a board, and as a group of believers do over 
the past 2 years. We looked beyond some bleak circumstances, including a financial 
drought that felt like surrounding armies and tough, tough decisions that felt to 
some of us like labor pains.  We may have even questioned if God was aborting this 
beautiful thing he had begun in Marble Retreat. But we trusted God with these 
circumstances.  We believed in God’s promises and trusted in His faithfulness.  Praise 
be to God who is faithful even when we question and doubt. Thank you, Lord, for 
your goodness to us. 
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