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 First Presbyterian Church of Blairstown, New Jersey 

Bound  
   
    by Faith 

Pastor ’s  Message  

Since its inception in 1840, 
our church family has been 
blessed by rich, diverse, and 
extraordinary leadership. I 
think of the philanthropic ef-
forts of John I. Blair and 
many of his associates who 
birthed the church into being. 
More recently, I think of a 
conversation that I had with 
the Rev. George Vorsheim, a 
conversation that was held in 
my office when the church 
office was at church. It was in 
the fall of 1994, I believe. 
George and I met in my of-
fice to discuss the ‘state of 
affairs’ of the church. 
George was the interim pas-
tor who preceded me. He 
had served for thirty-three 
years, give or take, at the 
Morris Plains Presbyterian 
Church. Recently retired, in 
retirement he felt God’s 
“call” to serve the Blairstown 
Presbyterian as an interim 
pastor. George was a fine 
pastor and preacher, an ex-
cellent administrator, and 
much loved. George offered 
extraordinary leadership 

during tenure at the time. 

During that 1994 conversa-
tion George shared with me 
the joys and concerns he had 
for the church. His concerns 
mostly focused on the pasto-
ral needs of the people and 
the financial stewardship of 
the congregation; his joys 
were more administrative, 
personnel-related. At that 
time the church was working 
toward becoming more cen-
tralized, employing an ‘in-
house’ Secretary/Church Ad-
ministrator and becoming 

organ the instrument of the 
church, primarily in Europe as 
well as in America. Quite 
obviously, God gave Al the 
gift of music and in return, 
the organ has become Al’s 
DNA, his life, his blood, his 
contribution to and form of 
service to the Church of Jesus 
Christ. Al has provided ex-
traordinary musical leader-

ship to say the least! 

Al came to the church through 
the late Rita Fennell. Rita, 
who taught Sunday School 
for years and sang in the 
choir and served in every 
capacity a person could 
serve a church, was married 
to Tom. Tom and Al worked 
together, so Rita knew of Al’s 
gift of music. When the 
church was without an organ-
ist Rita asked Al if he might 
consider filling in as an 
‘interim organist,’ she once 
told me. By the time I came 
on board, Al’s interim organ-
ist position was well into its 
tenth year. He has filled this 
interim position for nearly 
four decades, a remarkable 
and commendable service to 
the First Presbyterian Church 
of Blairstown. Al has provid-
ed extraordinary musical 
leadership to our church fam-

ily! 

I make a fuss over Al’s musi-
cal calling and commitment to 
our Chancel Choir as the Di-
rector of Music, because Al’s 
tenure at the church is about 
to come to an end. Al and his 
beautiful bride, Pat, are 
transitioning into retirement. 

(Continued on page 2) 

more service and mission-
oriented, and engaging peo-
ple of the congregation and 

the community.  

One of George’s joys (he 
became rather enamored 
with his remark) was his deep 
affection for our church or-
ganist, Al Gunther. As 
George put it with a gigantic 
smile on his face—a quote 
that I have never forgotten—
“The church has a ‘real jewel’ 
in Al Gunther.” Now, I had 
heard a little of Al’s playing 
by the time George and I 
had met, and I had held a 
conversation or two with Al; 
and I knew Al definitely 
knew how to play the organ. 
One did not need a PhD in 
music performance to know 
Al knows how to ‘pull out the 
stops’ when the playing the 
organ - a fact of which I am 
well-reminded every Sunday, 
whether during the prelude, 
postlude or every musical 
moment in between. Al knows 
his way around the organ. 
He has blessed the church 
richly and abundantly over 
his nearly 40 years of service 
to the church with his 
knowledge of the instrument, 
and his skills playing the mu-
sic of individuals such as J. S. 
Bach, Brahms, Beethoven, 
and other organ composers - 
individuals who made the 
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Deacon Ministry — Food Pantry News 

In June we saw an increase in 
patron numbers at the pan-
try, and we will probably 
see even more in July, Au-
gust, and into the fall. We 
had lots of bread from Acme 
and Panera as well as eggs, 
lettuce, potatoes, scallions, 
and radishes from the Food-

shed Alliance. 

Thank you for all your sup-

port! 

God Bless! 

Betsy Gervasi &  
Erika Wulster 
Food Pantry  

Coordinators 

Membership & Fel lowship  

Many thanks to all our eager 
workers who helped with the 
church booth at the Blair-
stown Fourth Celebration at 
Footbridge Park, and to all 
those who stopped by to say 
hello. It was a beautiful day 
and it was so great to see so 
many friends and neighbors 

in our community!  

A big thank you to Deb and 
Gary Albrecht, Joan Camer-
on, Kaye and Craig Evans, 
Pastor Dave, Betsy Gervasi, 
Carol McLain, Maggie and 
Andrea Morokutti, Bill Olivi-
er, Pete Peterson, Erika Plut, 
Maggie and Frank Wilson, 
and Erika Wulster for their 
help at the booth! And much 
appreciation and gratitude 
to Deb Albrecht, Katelyn and 
Kelly McElroy, Andrea 
Morokutti, and Maggie Wil-
son, our talented face paint-
ers! Thanks again to Deb 

Albrecht for organizing eve-
rything! Finally, a special 
thank you to Jen Plut for cre-
ating a new postcard 
handout with church activities 

pictured.  

The young children enjoyed 
the fishing game, many peo-
ple stopped by to chat, and 
cold water was available. A 

good time was had by all! 

Pete Peterson, Chair 

Pastor ’s  Message (cont ’d. )  

Their intention is to leave the 
Blairstown area in the near 
future and relocate to the 
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 
climes where they will live 
near their daughter Jennifer 
and her husband Paul. This 
relocation may happen soon. 
We hope not too soon. But it 

may be soon! 

True to form, Al’s commitment 
to the church has not waned. 
He is in the process of re-
cording numerous hymns that 
we will be able to utilize as 

the Session prepares for the 
search for new musical lead-
ership for the church. In the 
meanwhile, please keep the 
Gunther’s in your prayers as 
they prepare for a new 
chapter in their lives. Keep 
the Session in your prayers 
as we discern God’s calling 
for the musical leadership of 
our church family. Keep your 
pastor and Church Adminis-
trator and Church Sexton in 
your prayers as we negoti-
ate these choppy musical 

waters.  

Al, George Vorsheim had it 
right. “You have been a real 
jewel”! May we all stay 
faithful to the continuation of 
Christ’s ministry, devoted to 
the Lord, and always ready, 
as the psalmist says, to sing a 

song to Lord!  

Hope to see you in worship. 

Pastor David 

Pastor David visited  

Jean Belcher at Forest Manor  

on her 85th birthday, July 14th! 

Photos subm
itted by  

Pastor David &
 Deb Albrecht 
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Greetings from the ministries 
of Christian Education and 

Music and Worship! 

I hope everyone is enjoying 
their summer vacations and 
the beautiful weather. This 
article will be a little differ-
ent than the usual announce-
ments and event dates that 
typically make up most of 
my writings (though they too 
will be included!) this article 
is my personal response and 
reaction to the recent Lenten 
Study that was based on the 
DVD series The Chosen. The 
film series was produced by 
Chad Gundersen, Justin Tol-
ley, and Chris Juen, and fol-
lows the life and ministry of 

Jesus Christ.  

We began gathering on 
Sunday evenings shortly be-
fore the Lenten season at 
7 PM at the Outreach Cen-
ter. In all honesty, I was ex-
pecting another historical 
drama, similar to the ones 
we have become accustomed 
to. I realized shortly after 
Pastor Dave pressed ‘play’ 
on the first episode that I 
was sorely incorrect in my 
initial assumption. Thinking all 
the way back to my years in 
Sunday school, as well as my 
adult level understanding 
and conception of the life 
and times of Jesus, I become 
aware of the fact that my 
view of Jesus is one of strict 
rigidity and perfection. It 
was my belief that Jesus was 
above the chaos and uncer-
tainty that plagues all of our 
lives at one time or another. 
To be clear, the image of 
Jesus in my mind was one not 
of the human form, but as an 
embodiment of God on 
Earth. I know the bible tells 
us that Jesus took the human 
form on Earth, and suffered 
a Humans do, but the image 
of a perfect being is the one 
that had taken root in my 

mind.  

Throughout this series, the 
story of Jesus and the Disci-
ples unfolds along the lines 
of what we all know as the 
official narrative. Where this 
telling differs, is that the film 
makers have imagined and 
explored the everyday 
events that surely must have 
taken place. There is fighting, 
competition, and disdain 
among the disciples as they 
vie for the favor of Jesus. In 
some cases they are seen to 
question whether what they 
are doing following this man 
around makes any sense at 
all. Matthew especially is 
looked upon as untrustworthy 
by the others due to the fact 
that he is a Jew who crossed 
the line when working for the 
Romans as a tax collector. 
Once I saw these interactions 
taking place, I began to re-
alize that this certainly must 
have been the case. Even the 
conversations and personal 
jabs that are thrown around 
in the dialogue remind me of 
what it was like hanging out 
on a Saturday night with my 

friends in our twenties.  

The film not only explores the 
interpersonal relationships of 
the disciples, but also focuses 
attention on the Pharisees 
and priests of the Jewish 
Church. Those in power are 
often seen debating the mer-
its of Jewish law and how to 
apply it. There is lively de-
bate among the Pharisees if 
the charges against Jesus are 
even justified. Namely, were 
there three accusers or only 
two, was one accuser a wom-
an? Was another a Gentile? 
Should these accusers even 
be heard? The time spent 
examining this bureaucracy 
and the minutia that plagued 
it, reminds me of my dealings 
with any modern day bu-
reaucratic organization. 
These intricate details bring 
this story to life in a manner 
that I had never before con-

sidered.  

Perhaps the most profound 
realization I came to after 
watching this series, was the 
humanization of Jesus. 
Throughout the episodes, 
Jesus is seen time and time 
again to feel defeated and 
at his wit’s end.  He is pre-
sented as a man who is 
God’s representative on 
Earth, yet also as a human 
being, complete with all of 
our flaws and self doubt. The 
constant bickering and mis-
trust among the disciples 
weighs on him day after day. 
His opposition to Jewish can-
non and the rule of the Phari-
sees is a cause for much tur-
moil in his life. At times it 
feels as though he is over-
matched, perhaps given a 
task by God that is too great 
for any man. When I reflect 
upon this idea, it is obvious, 
why hadn’t I considered this 
before? I feel overmatched 
somedays just going to work 
and living my daily life. I 
cant imagine the feelings of 
doubt that must have crept 
into Jesus’ mind given the 

task of saving all humanity.  

The humanization of Jesus is 
the ultimate triumph of this 
series. It presents the viewer 
with no other option than to 
consider the human side of 
our savior. What his life must 
have been like in reality, 
what his day-to-day strug-
gles must have been. These 
questions and the candid 
view that the film makers 
achieve forced us to examine 
our understanding of the man 
on an almost subconscious 
level. You can’t help but to 
relate to the characters, and 
imagine events in your own 
life that are similar in context 
to those that took place 
2,000 years ago. I recom-
mend this series to anyone 
who is a follower of Jesus 
Christ, and I anxiously await 
the final season of the series 

to be released! 

Submitted in stewardship, 

Zach Burke 

Christian Education / Worship & Music Ministries  

Attention Youth Group! 
Let’s make some toys 
for A Helping Wing 

Parrot Rescue & 
Sanctuary! More 

information to follow for 
this and a pool party!!  

Review of 
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JUNE RECOGNITION OF SUNDAY SCHOOL STAFF & STUDENTS 

CELEBRATION OF OUR SUNDAY SCHOOL STAFF: Deb Albrecht, Lisa Besser, Stephanie 
Burke, Zach Burke, Joan Cameron, Jennifer McElroy, and Maggie Wilson  

 

CELEBRATION OF OUR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATE: Katie Walsh 
 

CELEBRATION OF OUR COLLEGE GRADUATES: Tim Topolski & Kayla Nicholls 
 

RECEIVING A BIBLE UPON ENTERING SECOND GRADE: Ella Burke 

Youth Group Summer  

Mission Project 

A Helping Wing Parrot 

Rescue & Sanctuary provides 

shelter and care for 

unwanted, abused, or 

neglected birds—including 

macaws, cockatoos, amazons, 

c o n u r e s ,  c o c k a t i e l s , 

parakeets, and finches. They 

also work with potential 

adopters and are dedicated 

to finding loving, adoptive 

homes.   

The Youth Group would like 

to support this rescue and 

sanctuary by collecting items 

they need (see wish list). We 

will also be making toys later  

this summer for the birds to 

enjoy and are looking 

forward to visiting the 

sanctuary to learn more 

about them. 

Anyone who would like to 

support this summer mission 

project with a contribution, 

may drop it off at the 

Outreach Center, located at 

35 Main St. located next to 

the Blairstown Post Office. 

Or give to a youth group 

member or family member. 

Your donations are greatly 

appreciated.   

WISH LIST: 

 Paper Towels 

 Heavy Garbage Bags 

 Nuts/Unopened Bags of Bird Food  
(Zupreem fruit blend, Harrisons, & 
Goldenfeast products) 

 Toys  

 Perches 

 Carriers 

 Monetary Donations  
welcome as well! 

 

Please be sure to either place your donation in 
the collection box at the Outreach Center or 

mark as “Helping Wing”!  Thank you! 
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Make your list of ingredients, and instead of 
driving to the store to buy those special items, sit 
back and relax. 

Instead of shopping and baking, a monetary 
donation is so much simpler, and you’ll know 
your contribution will be supporting our mission 
projects. 

 We currently support Children International. 

 We give camperships to deserving young 
people of our church to attend Johnsonburg 
Camp. 

 We support many other worthwhile 
endeavors with our funds. 

Contribute to Presbyterian Women Bakeless Bake 
Sale online at fpcb-nj.org or mail a check payable 

to “Presbyterian Women”  

and mail to P.O. Box 385, Blairstown, NJ 07825 

 
Please specify “bakeless bake sale” in the notes 

section whether it be online or via check. A 
mailing about this will go out later this summer! 

Thank you for your support!! 

Presbyterian Women 

Did you know that July 31st 
will be celebrated as Presby-

terian Women Gives Day? 

This is a day set aside to 
celebrate the many ways 
that Presbyterian Women 
give to witness to the promise 

of God’s realm. 

All women who attend the 
First Presbyterian Church are 
considered members of Pres-
byterian Women (PW). 
Women in our church are 
very active. We are Elders, 
Deacons, Sunday School 
teachers, choir members, 
worship leaders, ushers, 
greeters, food pantry coordi-
nators, bakers, cleaners, gar-
deners, and oh, so much 
more. Consider becoming 
more active and joining our 

Circle. 

In the past few months we’ve 
been busy. We’ve sold East-
er flowers, obtained the 
palms for Palm Sunday and 
purchased flowers for Moth-
er’s Day. We will be sup-
porting Kelly McElroy, Ange-
lina Plut, and Silas Steele 

with camperships to Johnson-
burg summer camp. We are 
also sponsoring Angelina Plut 
and Owen Walsh on their 
Red Bird Mission trip. In ad-
dition, we are helping An-
drea Morokutti with her trip 

to Germany. 

We’re also working to re-
store Betsy’s Garden which 
was originally created to 
honor and remember Betsy 
Conrad. The garden was 
damaged while the construc-
tion was being done in the 
rear of the sanctuary. Keep 
an eye out for future an-

nouncements. 

Our future plans include a 
meeting held after church on 
a Sunday in August. Mark 
your calendars for a Family 
Game Night on Saturday, 

September 10.  

We’re looking forward to 
scheduling additional guest 

Altar Flowers:  

Do you have a special 
occasion you would like to 
commemorate with altar 

flowers? There are sign-up 
sheets in Fellowship Hall. 

You may also sign up 
electronically through 

SignUpGenius which can be 
accessed through our 

website at https://fpcb-
nj.org/altar-flowers/.  

Thank you, in advance, 
by providing altar 
flowers!  

Mark your calendars 

for a Family Game 

Night — Sept. 10th! 

speakers and activities for 
all. We do need your help. If 
you know of anyone who has 
a skill, talent, craft that 
they’d like to share with us, 
please let me know. Please 
also sign up to hostess one of 

our events. 

To help us celebrate Presby-
terian Women Gives Day, 
please send us a monetary 
donation and/or become 

more active. 

We have a good time!! Join 

us!! 

Your Executive Board: 

Betsy Gervasi, Teri Harvey, 
Carol McLain, Erika Wulster, 

& Gail Weber 
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FPCB BOOK CLUB  

Mark your calendars for our next 

meeting which will take place on 

August 17 at 7 PM. The book, 

selected by Jen Plut, will be The 

Cemetery Keeper’s Wife by Maryann 

McFadden. The story takes place in 

Hackettstown! 

New members are always welcome 

and encouraged to attend whether 

you have read the book or not. 

Please contact Teri Harvey with any 

questions or if you would like a copy 

of our reading list. 

Friday, 

Oct. 7 

Other  Bi ts  of  In terest   

S tewardship & F inance Minis t ry  

As I was sitting down to write 
my News Bits article, I noticed 
that it was the 24th day of 
the month, which reminded 
me of a ten year old boy 
named Christopher who was 
tragically killed in a boating 
accident on Lake Hopatcong 
in 2015. In an attempt to 
keep his memory alive and 
help them to heal, his parents 
began celebrating Chris-
topher’s life by sharing acts 
of kindness on the 24th of 

each month. Since 2015, the 
family has helped NJ pass a 
boating law that requires 
marinas to give safety les-
sons with each boat rented. 
In addition, they have en-
couraged the local school to 
donate over 4,000 pairs of 
pajamas to sick children, they 
have held kindness rock 
painting events and speak at 
different organizations. It’s a 

truly inspiring story. 

So, here’s my question for 
you—when did you do some-
thing out of the goodness of 
your heart? I would like to 
tell you about one of my ex-
periences. Last week as we 
finished shopping at Dick’s 
Sporting Goods in Bar-
tonsville, we noticed a young 
family trying to load a bas-
ketball standard (backboard 
& pole) into the back of their 
Tahoe. We noticed the Jer-
sey plates and asked where 
they lived. Blairstown! My 
husband told him to put the 
boxes in the back of our 
truck. I will never forget the 

man’s look of disbelief! We 
eventually convinced him that 
we also lived in Blairstown 
and proceeded to follow 
them home. So, we did a 
good deed. I cannot tell you 
how good we felt and how 
happy the family was. I hope 
they “pass along” the good 
deed and our act of kind-

ness. 

Your act of kindness can be 
something as simple as say-
ing please and thank you, or 
holding a door open for the 
person coming in behind you. 
Perhaps you have a talent 
and donate your time to help 
others (scout leaders, base-
ball/soccer coaches, church 

deacons, coffee hour). 

Think about what you do 
everyday and take special 
note of those random acts of 

kindness. 

And as you wish that others 
would do to you, do so to 

them - Luke 6:31 

Gail Weber, Chair 
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The Human Family: Persons and 

individuals impacted by the COVID-

19; essential workers; the home-

less; people of Afghanistan, Haiti, 

and the Ukraine; families impacted 

by gun violence 

Men & Women Serving in the 

Armed Forces & America’s 

Veterans  

Those in elected office: The Presi-

dent, the Congress, State Assembly, 

local community servants 

Healing for Friends & Families 

with: 

Cancer: Judy Dales, Gordon Dugan, 

Samantha Elwell, Adam Hubble, 

Tracy Lance, Troy Lutz, Caitlyn 

McMorrow and her family, Jay 

Ohland Jr., Bill S., Andrew Shan, 

Robert Talmadge, Tracy Wolfe, 

Molly Grace Young, Alicia, Audrey, 

Darlene, Eva, Gail 

Illness & Injuries: Dominico Ange-

lone , Kyle Canonico, Lucy Cuipa, 

Noah Haiduc-Dale, Amadeo Dirado , 

Our Daily  Prayer  L is t  

Terri Harvey, Alyssa Ohland, Ka-

leigh Ohland, Jan Smith, Margaret 

Stephens, Jim Walsh, Betty Ann 

Weir, Ann, Tracy 

Prayers of Condolences for the 

families of : 

• Florence Culver, the sister of Le-

nore Sears and the aunt of Lorelei 

Oelschlager, Marsha Terwilleger, 

Paul and Scott Sears  

• Fred Dreschler; a memorial service 

at his home on July 23  

Prayers of Celebration for the 

baptism of  Tristan James Fisher, 

born June 15, 2018 &  Annelise 

Alexandra Fisher born March 5, 

2022 to parents Jim and Alexandra 

Fisher 

 3 Donna Walters Rabas 

 4 Lydia Timcenko 

 6 Kayla May 

 7 Paul Nagy 

 8 Kimberly Nicholls 

13 Emily Maier (Arena) 

 Frank McElroy 

14 Jean Belcher 

18 Waylon Kalafut 

19 Ryan Burke 

21 Gail Weber 

22 Carissa Plut 

23 Marsha Terwilleger 

26 Lisa Besser 

 John Sliver 

30 Sean Honey 

 

 

18  Barbara & Raymond Belcher 

20 John & Charlotte Sliver 

21 Chester & Elizabeth Topolski 

 1 Emalee Besser 

 8 Caroline Yock 

 9 Sophia Rocca 

 Timothy Topolski 

10 Mark Nelke 

 Aidan Quinn 

15 Maggie Williard 

 Joan Cameron 

18 Kristin Yock 

20 Colton Knol 

21 Will McLain 

24 Carol McLain 

25 Ella Burke 

26 Hailey Sazy 

29 Ryan Crisafulli 

31 Peggy Williard 

 2 Craig & Kaye Evans 

 8 Edward & Pat Belcher 

22 Brian & Andrea Walsh 
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Post Office Box 385, 1 Main Street 

Blairstown, NJ 07825 

Church Office: 35 Main Street 

Phone: (908) 362-5254   

Fax:      (908) 362-8060 

Food Pantry:  (908) 362-5254 

Children’s Center: (908) 362-7887 

fpcb@ptd.net     fpcb-nj.org    

facebook.com/FPCBNJ 

F I R S T  P R E S B Y T E R I A N  C H U R C H  
O F  B L A I R S T O W N ,  N E W  J E R S E Y  

Bound  
   
    by Faith 

FPCB Calendar of  Events  —  Ju ly/Augus t  2022 

(schedule i s  subject  to change)  

Sunday Summer Worship  ( i n  person & onl ine) :  9 :30 AM in  the  Sanctuary 

(worship mater ial  avai lable at  fpcb -nj .org)  

Weekly Bible  Study:  Tuesdays at  10:00 AM  

Food Pantry :  Saturday,  Ju ly 16 & August  20 at  9:30 AM  

Stewardsh ip & F inance:  Thursday,  July  28 at  9:30 AM  

Chr is t ian Educat ion / Music  & Worship :  Tuesday,  August  2 at  7:00 PM  

Sess ion:  Thursday,  August  18 at  7:00 PM 


