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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, BLAIRSTOWN, NJ 

A Christmas Eve Service of Carols and Scripture 

~ The Divine Announcement ~ 
 

7:00 PM  December 24, 2021 

 

ORGAN PRELUDES:  Alphons Gunther 
He is born the Divine Christ Child - arrangement by Dale Wood;  

Carol of the Bells - by Mykola Leontovich; Echo Carol - Traditional 
 
WELCOME:  Pastor David Harvey 
 

DUET:  Interlude I Frank Wilson & Timothy Topolski 
 

SOLO: Interlude II Andrea Morokutti 
 

QUARTET: Silent Night, Holy Night Chancel Choir Quartet 
 

SOLO:  O Holy Night Timothy Topolski, pianist & Andrea Morokutti, soprano 
 

OPENING SENTENCES:  Pastor David Harvey 
 

* CAROL:  No. 41    O Come, All Ye Faithful 

O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem! 
Come and behold him, born the King of angels; O come, let us adore him, O come, let 

us adore him, O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this happy morning, Jesus, to Thee be all glory given; 
Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing! O come, let us adore him, O come, let us 

adore him, O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation! Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest! O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore 

him, O come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord! 
 

CHRISTMAS COLLECT:   (in silence and in unison) 

God of Christmas mystery and Christmas miracle, for your incarnate love that 

entered this world through the birth of your Son, we give you thanks and praise. We 
thank you for the Divine Announcement of the spectacular heavenly star, the 

heavenly host who shared your sacred story to lowly shepherds, the curiosity of the 
shepherds that investigated the birth of the Babe, born in Bethlehem, wrapped in 

swaddling clothes, and the magi that followed the star.  

Let the carols we sing here tonight, the scriptures we read here tonight, and the 
prayers we offer here tonight speak to us individually and intimately of your eternal 

love. Let your ineffable joy well up within us tonight and inspire us to share each 
other’s burdens, to celebrate each other’s blessings, and live into your redemptive 

love. In Jesus’ precious name. Amen.  
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CAROL:   No. 38   It Came Upon a Midnight Clear v. 1 

It came upon the midnight clear, That glorious song of old, 
From angels bending near the earth, To touch their harps of gold; 

"Peace on the earth, good will to men, From heaven's all gracious King": 
The world in solemn stillness lay, To hear the angels sing. 

 

QUARTET:  In the Bleak Midwinter  Chancel Choir Quartet 
 

ISAIAH ANNOUNCES THE BIRTH OF IMMANUEL: Deborah Albrecht 

Therefore, the Lord himself will give you a sign.  Look, the young woman is with child and 

shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel.  

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 

deep darkness—on them light has shined.    (Isaiah 7: 14, 9: 2) 
 

QUARTET:  Lo, How a Rose e'er Blooming     (traditional) Chancel Choir Quartet 
 
ISAIAH ANNOUNCES THE SPIRITUAL QUALITIES OF THE MESSIAH: Kyle Kasprenski 

For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he 

is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority 

shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his 

kingdom.  

He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward 

and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.    (Isaiah 9: 6–7) 

 
ANTHEM:  Lo, How a Rose e’er Blooming     (arranged by Larry Shackley)   Chancel Choir 

 
MICAH ANNOUNCES THE LOCATION OF THE MESSIAH’S BIRTH:  Elizabeth Topolski 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah, who are one of the little clans of Judah, from you shall  

come forth for me one who is to rule in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days. 

 (Micah 5: 2) 
 
CAROL:  No. 44   O Little Town of Bethlehem  v. 1 

O little town of Bethlehem, How still we see thee lie!  
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep the silent stars go by.  

Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 
The hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

 

ST. LUKE ANNOUNCES THE BIRTH OF GOD’S MESSIAH, JESUS: Zach Burke  

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of 

Syria. 
 
All went to their own towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of 

Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended 

from the house and family of David. 
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He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 

child. While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to 

her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there 

was no place for them in the inn.     (Luke 2: 1–7) 
 

ANTHEM:  What Star Is This?    (arranged by Larry Shackley) Chancel Choir 
 

THE ANGELS ANNOUNCE JESUS’ BIRTH TO THE SHEPHERDS: Betsy Peterson 

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by 

night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around 

them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am 

bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of 

David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 
  

This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a 

manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising 

God and saying, 
 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom 

he favors!”  (Luke 2: 8–14) 
 

* CAROL:   No. 23   Angels, We Have Heard on High  v. 1 

Angels we have heard on high Sweetly singing o'er the plains, and the mountains in 
reply Echoing their joyous strains. Gloria, in excelsis Deo; Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 

 

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?  
What the gladsome tidings be Which inspire your heavenly song?  

Gloria, in excelsis Deo; Gloria, in excelsis Deo. 
 
QUARTET:  Sleep, Do Not Cry My Baby Jesus Chancel Choir Quartet 
 
THE SHEPHERDS MAKE KNOWN GOD’S ANNOUNCEMENT OF JESUS TO MARY:  Lisa Besser 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 

“Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made 

known to us.” So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the 

manger.  

When they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who 

heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 
 
But Mary treasured all these words 

and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 

they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.  (Luke 2: 15–20) 
 
CAROL:  God Rest You Merry, Gentlemen v. 1 
  No. 544, The New Church Hymnal © 1976 

God rest you merry, gentlemen let nothing you dismay; Remember Christ our Savior 
was born on Christmas Day; to save us all from Satan’s pow’r when we were gone 
astray, O tidings of comfort and joy, comfort and joy, O tidings of comfort and joy. 
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DUET:  Interlude III Frank Wilson & Timothy Topolski 
 
GIVING OF OUR GIFTS & OFFERTORY:  Offertory played by pianist, Laura Topolski 

The offering supports the ministry and mission  
of the Blairstown Presbyterian Church. 

 

GOD’S DIVINE ANNOUNCEMENT TO THE WORLD IS JESUS:              Pastor David Harvey 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
 
He was 

in the beginning with God.
 
All things came into being through him, and without him not one 

thing came into being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of 

all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know 

him. He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 
 
But to all who 

received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were 

born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of 

a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.        (John 1: 1–5, 10–14) 
 
QUARTET: Infant Holy, Infant Lowly Chancel Choir Quartet 

 
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE:  Chris & Judy Trigg and grandson, Howie Harvey 

Reader:  The Advent wreath is a circle with no beginning and no end. The Advent wreath 

symbolizes God’s unending love and faithfulness. 
People:    As we light the Christ candle, we welcome the tiny babe, Jesus,  

 born in a manger, the light of and God’s incarnation in the world.   
Reader:  May the light and love of Christ dwell richly in you. 

People:  And also in you. 

Reader:  We light the Christ candle, the candle of our hope, peace, joy and love. 
 

CHRIST CANDLE SONG:  Arranged by Rev. Dick Wright 

The Advent candles have kept us on course; Their little light has led us to the Source; 
Light of the world, now come, Christ in me shine;  

and fill this heart of mine with Love Divine. 
 

CAROL:  No. 60   Silent Night, Holy Night  vv. 1–3 

Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright, 
Round yon virgin mother and Child! Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing "Alleluia; 

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born!" 
 

Silent night, holy night! Son of God, love’s pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.  
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ST. PAUL ANNOUNCES THE SUPREME EXPRESSION OF CHRIST FOLLOWERS: Timothy Topolski 

As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 

humility, meekness, and patience. Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint 

against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 

forgive.  

Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect 

harmony. Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the 

one body. And be thankful.   Colossians 3: 12–17 

 

~ Candles are extinguished. ~ 
 

QUARTET:  The Work of Christmas  Chancel Choir Quartet 
 
CHRISTMAS COLLECT & LORD’S PRAYER:     (using debts and debtors) 

Pastor: Let us pray.  God of grace and truth . . . saying: 

People: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not 

into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for Thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

 

* CAROL:  No. 40    Joy to the World   v. 1 & 4 

Joy to the world!  The Lord is come.  Let earth receive her King; 
Let every heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing,  

And heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
 

He rules the world with truth and grace, And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness, And wonders of His love, 

And wonders of His love, And wonders, wonders, of His love 
 

* CAROL:  No. 31     Hark, the Herald Angels Sing  vv. 1 & 3 
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King. 

Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled!" 
Joyful, all ye nations rise, Join the triumph of the skies; 

With the angelic host proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 

 

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, Risen with healing in His wings. 

Mild He lays His glory by, Born that we no more may die. 
Born to raise us from the earth, Born to give us second birth. 

Hark! the herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 
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* BENEDICTION:   One Solitary Life 

He was born in an obscure village, the son of a peasant woman. 

He grew up in another village, where he worked in a carpenter's shop until he was thirty. For 

three years he became a wandering preacher. 

He never wrote a book. He never held an office. He never had a family or owned a house. He 

didn't go to college. He never visited a big city. He never travelled two hundred miles from 

the place where he was born. He did none of those things one usually associates with 

greatness. 

He had no credentials but himself. 

He was only thirty-three when the tide of public opinion turned against him. His friends ran 

away. He was turned over to his enemies and went through a mockery of a trial. He was 

executed by the state. While he was dying, his executioners gambled for his clothing, the 

only property he had on earth. When he was dead he was laid in a borrowed grave 

through the pity of a friend. 

Twenty centuries have come and gone, and today he is the central figure of the human race 

and the leader of mankind's progress. All the armies that ever marched, all the navies that 

ever sailed, all the parliaments that ever sat, all the kings that ever reigned, put together, 

have not affected the life of man on this earth as much as that One Solitary Life. 

 
* QUARTET BENEDICTION:   Ding Dong, Merrily on High Chancel Choir Quartet 

 

* ORGAN POSTLUDE:    Hallelujah Chorus, G.F. Handel Alphons Gunther 
 

Jesus is born, our worship has ended — Our Christian Witness begins! 
 

 
A special note of appreciation to all who participated in the 

service of worship this holy night. On behalf of the staff of the 
First Presbyterian Church of Blairstown, we wish you all a very 

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
 

 Participants in This Evening’s Service 
CHANCEL CHOIR   (** Duet, Quartet, Soloists) 

Soprano 
Andrea Morokutti ** 
Maggie Morokutti ** 
 

Alto 
Mary Kreger 
Elizabeth Topolski ** 
Maggie Wilson 

Tenor 
Pete Peterson 
Frank Wilson** 

Bass 
Alphons Gunther** 
Don Nicholls 
Timothy Topolski ** 

 

Organist:  Alphons Gunther    Pianists: Laura Topolski & Timothy Topolski 

Greeters: Gary Albrecht (Elevator Assistant) & Deb Albrecht   

Ushers: Bill Olivier (by Elevator) & Gail Weber     Sound/Lights:  Theo Padavano  

Christ Candle Lighters:  The Trigg Family and grandson, Howie Harvey    Pastor:  Rev. David G. Harvey 

Readers:  Deb Albrecht, Lisa Besser, Zach Burke, Kyle Kasprenski, Betsy Peterson,  

Elizabeth Topolski, Timothy Topolski         
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Poinsettia Dedications

 Deb & Gary Albrecht 
Rejoice! Jesus Christ is born today! 

Georgia T. Barker 
In memory of Elwyn 
In memory of Gary 

The Choir 
In memory of Rita Fennell  

In memory of Jim McLain 
In memory of Bobbie Haebler 

Betsy Gervasi 
In memory of family & friends 

Al & Pat Gunther 
In memory of our parents,  
       Harry & Cory; Thomas & Helena 

Harriet Hall 
In memory of her beloved husband, George D. Hall 

In loving memory of Helen Hall, her sister in law  

In loving memory of friends,  
      Paul & Elinor Lowman and Tom Cramer 

David & Teri Harvey 
In memory of Willie Williams 
In memory of Wilmer & Linnie Harvey  

Carol McLain    
In honor of my supportive church family 

In memory of Jim McLain  
In memory of Bill McLain 

Don & Cathy Nicholls 
In memory of Elmer & Gary Nicholls  

     and Lois Gerardi 

In memory of Bob, Helen, Steven, Robert,  
   James & Debbie Schmidt 

Bill Olivier 
In loving memory of Terry Olivier 

Walter & Robin Orcutt 
In celebration of our seven precious grandchildren 

Pete & Betsy Peterson 
In memory of Albert E. & Virginia R. Peterson 

In memory of Clayton Page Pritchett 

In celebration of Ginny, Luke & Lauren 
In memory of family & friends 

Donna Walters-Rabas 
In loving memory of my husband, James Rabas 

In memory of Mrs. & Mrs. William C. Walters  
   and Mr. Robert Walters 

Lenore Sears 
In loving memory of Bill Sears 

Lillian Smith 
In memory of loved ones 

Jan Swift 
In celebration of loved ones past & present 

Elizabeth Topolski  
To the Glory of God — Gloria in excelsis Deo! 

In memory of Maren V. Bell 
In memory of Jeanne & Wes Schillinger 

Judy Trigg 
In memory of loved ones 

Gail Weber 
In memory of Danny 
In honor of teachers 

Wilson Family 
In honor of our Lord Jesus 
In memory of Frank & Lily’s parents & Nanny Ng 

Erika Wulster 
In celebration of loved ones past & present 

Presbyterian Women dedicate the front door wreaths, donated by The Plut Christmas Tree Farm,  

in loving memory of Bobbie Haebler, Jim McLain, and Bob & Judy Sandberg 
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