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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING: We will receive the 
OGHS Special Offering now through Easter, April 4.  You 
may contribute to OGHS electronically on the church 
website: fpcb-nj.org or by sending your offering to the 
church. 

BIBLE STUDY: Join us Tuesdays at 1:30 PM at the 
Outreach Center or via Zoom. A direct Zoom link is also 
provided at our website: fpcb-nj.org/weekly-bible-study/ 

 

 



EASTER SUNDAY 

10:00 AM           ORDER OF WORSHIP         Apr. 4, 2021 
 

GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME 
 

ORGAN PRELUDE:  Alphons Gunther 

Crown Imperial by William Walton 
 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS:  Erika Wulster 
 

  
 

 

Our Mission Statement  

As disciples of Jesus Christ, led by the Holy Spirit,   
we experience God’s unconditional love, and we witness 

to others by discovering and sharing our gifts. 
 



SONG OF PRAISE:    
No. 118   The Day of Resurrection!  v. 1 

 
The day of resurrection!  
Earth, tell it out abroad; 

The Passover of gladness,  
The Passover of God. 

From death to life eternal,  
From this world unto the sky, 

Our Christ hath brought us over  
With hymns of victory. 

  



* CALL TO WORSHIP:  
 

Leader: From the outer reaches of the cosmos to Cape 
Cod, from the summit of Mount Everest to Death 
Valley below, declare: 

People:  Christ is risen! 

Leader: From canyon walls to the fruited plain, proclaim:  

People:  Christ is risen! 

Leader: From the Appalachian mountains to the Canadian 
Rockies, exclaim: 

People:   Christ is risen! 

Leader: From the depths of our hearts to the praise that 
flows from our lips, rejoice:  

People:   Christ is risen, indeed! 

Leader: With grateful hearts and joyful praise,  
let us worship God. 



 

      

* HYMN OF PRAISE:  No. 123  Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 
 

  Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!  
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

Who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia!  
Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia!  
Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 

Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia!  
Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

 

But the pains which He endured, Alleluia!  
Our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
Now above the sky He’s king, Alleluia!  
Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 

 

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia!  
Praise eternal as God's love; Alleluia! 

Praise our God, ye heavenly host, Alleluia!  
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

  



PRAYER OF CONFESSION:  (In silence then unison) 
 

Risen, conquering Son, for squashing the demonic 
power of death and providing us instead with 
renewed resurrection victory, we give you our 
thanks and praise. When life burdens us and our 
energy is sapped with worry, and we become 
weighed down by the pressures of the day, forgive 
our sin; help us to refocus, to believe, and to trust.  

Rekindle within us the grace of hope, and restore 
to us the joy of Jesus’ resurrection that we may 
know the power of Christ crucified, the victory that 
is ours in Christ’s name, and the anticipated wonder 
of your heavenly prize that awaits us in Jesus’ 
eternal kingdom; in the name of our risen Lord, 
Jesus, we pray. Amen. 

 



ASSURANCE OF CHRIST’S FORGIVENESS:   
 
Leader: Friends — hear, believe, and claim the 

good news of God’s powerful, life 
transforming, joy-generating love! 

 

People: In Jesus Christ, we are 
forgiven!  Let us forgive one 
another. 

 
 



 
 
* CHRIST’S VICTORY SONG:   

No. 108   Christ Is Alive!  v. 1 

 
Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.  
The cross stands empty to the sky. 

Let streets and homes with praises ring.  
Love, drowned in death, shall never die. 

 
 

*  EXCHANGE OF CHRIST’S PEACE: 

Share Christ’s peace by using the peace sign  
or by waving to those in the Sanctuary. 

 



GIVING OF OUR GIFTS AND OFFERTORY: 

Please remember to be faithful stewards of your church family with your 
prayers, your time, talent and your financial resources. Plates are positioned in 

the window sills and in the center aisle. Contributions may also be made 
electronically on the church website: fpcb-nj.org; by electronic withdrawal from 

your checking account; or by sending your offering to the church: 
 P.O. Box 385, Blairstown, NJ 

 

* DOXOLOGY:  No. 122   Thine Is the Glory     v. 1 

Thine is the glory, Risen, conquering Son;  
Endless is the victory Thou o’er death hast won.  
Angels in bright raiment Rolled the stone away, 

Kept the folded grave clothes Where Thy body lay. 
Thine is the glory, Risen, conquering Son;  

Endless is the victory Thou o’er death hast won. 
 
* PRAYER OF DEDICATION     



DECLARING GOD‘S  WORD 
 

EPISTLE READING:  1 Corinthians 15: 19, 50–57   

The resurrection transforms us in the twinkling of an eye. 
19 If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all 
people most to be pitied. 
50 What I am saying, brothers and sisters, is this: flesh and 
blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the 
perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Listen, I will tell you a 
mystery! We will not all die, but we will all be changed, 52 in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the 
trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, 
and we will be changed. 53 For this perishable body must put 
on imperishability, and this mortal body must put on 
immortality. 54 When this perishable body puts on 
imperishability, and this mortal body puts on immortality, then 
the saying that is written will be fulfilled:                      Cont’d 



“Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 55 “Where, 
O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your 
sting?” 56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin 
is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, who gives us the 
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ . 



GOSPEL:  John 20: 1–18  

Mary Magdalene experiences the living Lord. 

20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 

Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been 

removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and 

the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, 

“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know 

where they have laid him.” 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out 

and went toward the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the 

other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent 

down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did 

not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the 

tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that 

had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled 

up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who reached the 

tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; 9 for as yet they 

did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 
10 Then the disciples returned to their homes.   Cont’d 
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11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she 
bent over to look into the tomb; 12 and she saw two angels in 
white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the 
head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why 
are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my 
Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 When she 
had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, 
but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, 
“Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” 
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you 
have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I 
will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and 
said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 
17 Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not 
yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to 
them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God 
and your God.’” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the 
disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had 
said these things to her. 



MEDITATION by Pastor David Harvey: 

Joy in the Morning 

QUARTET:   

Praise, Alleluia   
by Bob Burroughs 



RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 
 

 * AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:   1 Corinthians 15: 1–6, Colossians 1: 19–20 

Leader: This is the good news that we have received, in which 
we stand, and through which we are being saved, if we 
hold firm to the message proclaimed: 

People: That Christ Jesus died for our sins according 
to the scriptures, that he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third day, and that he 
appeared first to the women, then to Peter, 
and to the Twelve, and then to many faithful 
witnesses. In him all the fullness of God was 
pleased to dwell, and through him God was 
pleased to reconcile to himself all things, 
whether on earth or in heaven, by making 
peace through the blood of his cross. Amen. 



*  COMMUNION HYMN:   No. 104   Christ Is Risen, Shout Hosanna!  
 

Christ is risen! Shout hosanna!  
Celebrate this day of days! 

Christ is risen! Hush in wonder:  
All creation is amazed. 

In the desert all-surrounding,  
See, a spreading tree has grown. 

Healing leaves of grace abounding  
Bring a taste of love unknown. 

 

Christ is risen! Raise your spirits  
From the caverns of despair. 

Walk with gladness in the morning.  
See what love can do and dare. 
Drink the wine of resurrection,  

Not a servant, but a friend. 
Jesus is our strong companion.  

             Joy and peace shall never end.      Cont’d 



 
Christ is risen! Earth and heaven  

Nevermore shall be the same. 
Break the bread of new creation  
Where the world is still in pain. 
Tell its grim, demonic chorus:  

"Christ is risen! Get you gone!" 
God the First and Last is with us.  

Sing Hosanna, everyone! 
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INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE: 
Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying 
heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For 
my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.   
Matthew 11: 28–30 
  
Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if those who hear 
my voice open the door, I will come into them and eat 
with them, and they with me.   
Revelation 3: 20 
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Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People:   And with your spirit. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People:   We lift them to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People:  It is right to give God our thanks  
 and praise. 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING, PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, & 
THE LORD’S PRAYER: 

Pastor:  Holy Lord . . .  as we pray together:  

All: Nourished at this table, O God, may 
we know the power of Christ’s 
redemptive love and desire the new 
life given in Jesus’ name. Give us who 
are fed by his hand grace to share our 
bread and the cup. Keep us faithful in 
your service until Christ comes in final 
victory, when we shall feast with all 
your saints in the joy of your eternal 
realm. In Jesus’ name we pray 
together:                            cont’d  



  
Our Father who art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name.  

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done;  

On earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread;  

And forgive us our debts,  

As we forgive our debtors;  

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver us from evil,  

For Thine is the kingdom  

And the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 



 THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

OFFERING OF THE ELEMENTS:  

Approach the Table, receive the bread, 
take the cup, and return to your pew. 

 

SHARING THE BREAD:  

Jesus said, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will 
never be hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be 
thirsty.” (Jn. 6:37) Let us eat this bread in remembrance of 
Christ, and may the spirit that is in him be in us also. 

 

DRINKING THE CUP: 

Jesus said, “I am the vine, you are the branches, apart from 
him, we can do nothing.”  Let us drink this cup in 
remembrance of Christ, and may the spirit in which he died be 
our Spirit.  



COMMUNION BLESSING: 

Deacon: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: Awesome God, we give you thanks for 
the hope we have in Jesus, who died, 
is risen and reigns over all. Because he 
lives, we look forward to eternal life, 
knowing that nothing past, present or 
yet to come shall ever separate us 
from your magnificent, mysterious and 
miraculous love made known in Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 



DEPARTING IN GOD’S NAME 
 

*  HYMN:   No. 118   The Day of Resurrection!   vv. 2 & 3 
  

Our hearts be pure from evil, That we may see aright 
The Lord in rays eternal Of resurrection light; 

And listening to His accents,  
May hear, so calm and plain, 

His own “All hail!” and, hearing,  
May raise the victor strain. 

 
Now let the heavens be joyful,  

Let earth the song begin,  
Let the round world keep triumph,  

And all that is therein; 
Let all things seen and unseen  
Their notes of gladness blend,  

For Christ the Lord is risen, our joy that hath no end.  

  



* CHARGE TO THE PEOPLE & BENEDICTION 
 
 
   QUARTET:               Halleluia Chorus  

from Handel's Messiah 
 
 
   ORGAN POSTLUDE:                     Alphons Gunther 

Tuba Tune by Norman Cocker 
 
 

     Our Worship has ended —  

                       our Christian Witness begins! 
 

 


