
 

   



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF BLAIRSTOWN, NJ 

E a s t e r  S u n r i s e  S e r v i c e  a t  J o h n s o n b u r g  C a m p  

 

7:00 AM ORDER OF WORSHIP  April 4, 2021 

 

GATHERING OF GOD’S PEOPLE 

CALL TO WORSHIP: 

Leader: From the outer reaches of the cosmos to Cape Cod, from the summit of Mount Everest 

to Death Valley below, shout: 

People:  Christ is risen! 

Leader: From canyon walls to the fruited plain, proclaim:  

People:  Christ is risen! 

Leader:  From the Appalachian mountains to the Canadian Rockies, exclaim: 

People:   Christ is risen! 

Leader: From the depths of our hearts to the words that flows from our lips, resound:  

People:   Christ is risen, indeed! 

Leader: With grateful hearts and joyful praise, let us worship God. 

 

HYMN: Jesus Christ is Risen   (Alt. The Easter Song by Second Chapter of Acts) 
 

Jesus Christ is risen today, Alleluia!  Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 

Who did once, upon the cross, Alleluia! Suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! Unto Christ, our heavenly King, Alleluia! 

Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! Sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

But the pains which He endured, Alleluia! Our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 

Now above the sky He’s king, Alleluia! Where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 

Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! Praise eternal as God's love; Alleluia! 

Praise our God, ye heavenly host, Alleluia! Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION:  (with silent contemplation and in unison) 

Sovereign God, for the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus, we give you our thanks 

and praise. We confess that our lives are often burdened by the day. Our energy is sapped, 

our worries are high. We become weighed down by the demands of daily life.  

Forgive us, O God, and awaken us to the reality of Jesus’ resurrection that we may 

experience the wonder of his grace and the power of his love, here, now, today—even as 

we live faithfully, walk hopefully, and await patiently for the day when we inherit the 

heavenly prize that awaits us in the Church Triumphant; in the name the risen Lord, Jesus 

the Christ, we pray. Amen.  



ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS: 

Leader: Friends — hear, believe, and claim the good news of God’s powerful, life transforming, 

joy-generating love! 

People: In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Let us forgive one another.  

 

EXCHANGE OF CHRIST’S PEACE:  Welcome one another with the  peace of Christ. 

 

DECLARATION OF GOD’S WORD 

EPISTLE:  1 Corinthians 15: 19, 50–57  The resurrection transforms us in the twinkling of an eye. 

 

GOSPEL:  John 20: 1–18  Mary Magdalene experiences the living Lord.  

 

EASTER MESSAGE:   Joy in the Morning Pastor David Harvey 

 

RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:  1 Corinthians 15: 1–6, Colossians 1: 19–20 

Leader: This is the good news that we have received, in which we stand, and through which we 

are being saved, if we hold firmly to the message  proclaimed: 

People: That Christ Jesus died for our sins according to the scriptures, that he was buried, 

that he was raised on the third day, and that he appeared first to the women, then 

to Peter, and to the Twelve, and then to many faithful witnesses. In him all the 

fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him God was pleased to 

reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace  

through the blood of his cross. Amen. 

 

EASTER PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER:          (using debts and debtors) 

 

DEPARTING IN GOD’S NAME 
SONG OF PRAISE: Christ is Risen, Shout Hosanna! (vv. 1 & 3) (Alt. I Will Rise!  by Chris Tomlin) 

  

Christ is risen! Shout Hosanna!  Celebrate this day of days!   
Christ is risen hush in wonder; all creation is amazed.  

In the desert all surrounding, see a spreading tree has grown. 
Healing leaves of grace abounding bring a taste of love unknown. 

  

Christ is risen, earth and heaven nevermore shall be the same. 
Break the bread of new creation, where the world is still in pain. 

Tell its grim demonic chorus: “Christ is risen! Get you gone!” 
God the First and Last is with us. Sing Hosanna, everyone. 

 

BENEDICTION 

 
 



THIS WEEK IN OUR CHURCH 
Sunday Worship is available in-person in the sanctuary and online.  

Sunday, April 4  Easter 
  7:00 AM Sunrise Service/Jburg Camp 
10:00 AM Family Worship & Communion  

Monday, April 5   

Office closed 

Tuesday, April 6 

  1:30 PM  Bible Study @OC/Zoom 

  7:00 PM  Music & Worship-Christen Ed @OC/Zoom 

Sunday, April 11 
10:00 AM  Worship  

11:15 AM  Conf. Class @OC/Zoom 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  

Pastor David Harvey will be out of the office Wednesday, April 7 through Friday, April 9.  

One Great Hour of Sharing: For more than 70 years, One Great Hour of Sharing (OGHS) has provided 

us a way to share God’s love with our neighbors in need. In fact, OGHS is the single, largest way 
Presbyterians come together every year to work toward a better world. The three programs supported 

by OGHS: Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, The Presbyterian Hunger Program, and Self-Development of 
People all work in different ways to serve individuals and communities in need. From initial disaster 

response to ongoing community development, their work fits together to provide people with safety, 
sustenance, and hope. We invite you to visit the OGHS website (pcusa.org/oghs) to find out more 

information on how your gift helps people all over the world, and offer prayers for the people and 
projects who receive this support. We will receive the OGHS Special Offering now through Easter, April 4.   

You may contribute to OGHS electronically on the church website: fpcb-nj.org or by sending your 

offering to the church. 

 
 

 

Special appreciation to everyone who participated in this service.  

All are welcome to join us for Easter Worship at 10 AM in the Church Sanctuary  
or via Zoom or Facebook. 
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