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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF BLAIRSTOWN, NJ 

Good Friday Tenebrae Service - Reader Copy 

 

7:30 PM GATHERING IN GOD’S NAME  April 2, 2021 

 

PRELUDE:  Alphons Gunther 

WELCOME:         Pastor David Harvey 
 

* CALL TO WORSHIP:              adapted from ‘The Suffering Servant,’ Isaiah 53: 2–5 Deb Albrecht 

Leader: He had no form or majesty that we should look at him. 

People: Nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 

Leader: He was despised and rejected by others; a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity.  

People: As one from whom others hide their faces he was despised, and we held him of no 
account. 

Leader: He bore our infirmities, carried our diseases, yet we accounted him stricken, struck down by God,  
and afflicted. 

People: Wounded for our transgressions, crushed for our iniquities, upon him came the 
punishment that made us whole. By his bruises we are healed. 

Leader: With a humble spirit, let us think of the meaning: by his stripes we are healed. Let us worship God. 
 

* HYMN:                                              No. 98       O Sacred Head Now Wounded  (vv. 1 & 3) 

O sacred head, now wounded, With grief and shame weighed down;  
Now scornfully surrounded With thorns, Thine only crown; 
O sacred Head, what glory, What bliss till now was Thine!  

Yet, though despised and gory, I joy to call Thee mine. 
 

What language shall I borrow To thank Thee, dearest friend, 
For this Thy dying sorrow, Thy pity without end? 

O make me Thine forever; And should I fainting be, 
Lord, let me never, never Outlive my love to Thee. 

 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION: in silence and unison 

Our merciful God, Father of the Lord Jesus, we want to be contrite to this confession, yet we lift 
up this prayer with our usual ambivalence, grasping yet not comprehending Jesus’ prayer, his 
arrest in Gethsemane, his treasonous trial in Jerusalem, his torturous execution, and his barbaric 
death on Golgotha.  

Forgive us when the stripes he bore for our sake and for our salvation means so little. Awaken to 
us your grace that your truth may pour speak to us, so that we, like the Roman Centurion, may say, 
“Truly, this was the Son of God”; in Jesus strong name, we pray. Amen.  

 
ASSURANCE OF CHRIST’S FORGIVENESS: 

Leader: Through Jesus’ work on the cross is our salvation; by his death on the cross is our enduring hope.  

People:  By the grace and truth of Jesus, we are forgiven. Let us forgive one another. 
 
DUET:   Pie Jesu  by Andrew Lloyd Webber sung by Maggie & Andrea Morokutti 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88972952274?pwd=ZkJlc0tEdnk1alNHSGNwalAwYjZvZz09
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1ST READING: Matthew 26: 14–16, 45–50 — The Betrayal Bill Olivier 

Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief priests and said, “What will you give 

me if I betray him to you?” They paid him thirty pieces of silver. And from that moment he began to look for 

an opportunity to betray him. Then Jesus came to the disciples and said to them, “Still asleep? Still resting? 

The hour has come! The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Up, let us go! The traitor is upon 

us.” 

He was still speaking when Judas, one of the Twelve, appeared, and with him a great crowd armed with 

swords and clubs sent by the chief priests and the elders of the name. The traitor had given them this sign: 

“The one I kiss is your man; seize him.” Going straight up to Jesus, he said, “Hail, Rabbi!” and kissed him. 

Jesus replied, “Friend, do what you are here to do.” Then they came forward, seized Jesus, and held him fast.  

 

2ND READING: Matthew 26: 56b–58 — The Arrest  Erika Wulster 

Then the disciples all deserted him and ran away. Jesus was led away under arrest to the house of Caiaphas 

the high priest, where the scribes and elders were assembled. Peter followed him at a distance till he came to 

the high priest’s courtyard; he went in and sat down among the attendees, to see how it would all end. 

 
3RD READING: John 18: 28–38 — The Trial   Deborah Albrecht 

28 Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the morning. They themselves 

did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual defilement and to be able to eat the Passover. 29 So Pilate 

went out to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this man?” 30 They answered, “If this man 

were not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.” 31 Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves 

and judge him according to your law.” The Jews replied, “We are not permitted to put anyone to death.” 
32 (This was to fulfill what Jesus had said when he indicated the kind of death he was to die.) 

33 Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him, “Are you the King of the 

Jews?” 34 Jesus answered, “Do you ask this on your own, or did others tell you about me?” 35 Pilate replied, “I 

am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests have handed you over to me. What have you 

done?” 36 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom were from this world, my 

followers would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not 

from here.” 37 Pilate asked him, “So you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You say that I am a king. For this I was 

born, and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to my 

voice.” 38 Pilate asked him, “What is truth?”  

After he had said this, he went out to the Jews again and told them, “I find no case against him.”  

 
HYMN: No. 101   When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  (v. 1) 

When I survey the wondrous cross On which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, And pour contempt on all my pride. 

 

~The first candle is lit. ~  

 
4TH READING:  John 19: 1–16 — The Conviction Maggie Wilson 

19 Then Pilate took Jesus and had him flogged. 2 And the soldiers wove a crown of thorns and put it on his 

head, and they dressed him in a purple robe. 3 They kept coming up to him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 

and striking him on the face. 4 Pilate went out again and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him out to you to 

let you know that I find no case against him.” 5 So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple 

robe. Pilate said to them, “Here is the man!” 6 When the chief priests and the police saw him, they shouted, 

“Crucify him! Crucify him!” Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him; I find no case against 

him.” 7 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die because he has 

claimed to be the Son of God.” 
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8 Now when Pilate heard this, he was more afraid than ever. 9 He entered his headquarters again and asked 

Jesus, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave him no answer. 10 Pilate therefore said to him, “Do you refuse to 

speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to release you, and power to crucify you?” 11 Jesus answered 

him, “You would have no power over me unless it had been given you from above; therefore the one who 

handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin.” 12 From then on Pilate tried to release him, but the Jews cried 

out, “If you release this man, you are no friend of the emperor.  Everyone who claims to be a king sets himself 

against the emperor.” 
13 When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus outside and sat on the judge’s bench at a place called 

The Stone Pavement, or in Hebrew Gabbatha. 14 Now it was the day of Preparation for the Passover; and it 

was about noon. He said to the Jews, “Here is your King!” 15 They cried out, “Away with him! Away with him! 

Crucify him!” Pilate asked them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but 

the emperor.” 16 Then he handed him over to them to be crucified. 

 
HYMN: No. 101   When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  (v. 2) 

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, Save in the death of Christ my God; 
All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to His blood. 

 

~The second candle is lit. ~  

 

5TH READING: John 19: 17–27 — The Crucifixion   Zach Burke 

So they took Jesus; 17 and carrying the cross by himself, he went out to what is called The Place of the Skull, 

which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 18 There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, 

with Jesus between them. 19 Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus of 

Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” 20 Many of the Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was 

crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, in Latin, and in Greek. 21 Then the chief priests of the 

Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The King of the Jews,’ but, ‘This man said, I am King of the Jews.’” 22 Pilate 

answered, “What I have written I have written.” 23 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes 

and divided them into four parts, one for each soldier. They also took his tunic; now the tunic was seamless, 

woven in one piece from the top. 24 So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but cast lots for it to see 

who will get it.” This was to fulfill what the scripture says,  “They divided my clothes among themselves, and 

for my clothing they cast lots.”   
25 And that is what the soldiers did. 

Meanwhile, standing near the cross of Jesus were his mother, and his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of 

Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside 

her, he said to his mother, “Woman, here is your son.” 27 Then he said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” 

And from that hour the disciple took her into his own home. 

 

HYMN: No. 101   When I Survey the Wondrous Cross  (v. 4) 

Were the whole realm of nature mine, That were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

 

~ The third candle is lit. ~ 

 
6TH READING:  Matthew 27: 45–47 — The Cry Bill Olivier 

From the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour, 

Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eli, Eli lama sabachthani?” that is, “My God, My God why have you forsaken 

me?” When some of those who stood there heard this, they said, the man is calling on Elijah. 
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7TH READING: John 19: 28–29 — Quenching Jesus’ Thirst Deborah Albrecht 

After this, when Jesus knew that all was now finished, he said (in order to fulfill the scripture), “I am thirsty.” 
29 A jar full of sour wine was standing there. So they put a sponge full of the wine on a branch of hyssop and 

held it to his mouth.  

 
HYMN:  No. 92   Beneath the Cross of Jesus  (v.1)  

Beneath the cross of Jesus I fain would take my stand,  
The shadow of a mighty rock Within a weary land; 

A home within the wilderness, A rest upon the way,  
From the burning of the noontide heat, And the burden of the day. 

 
8TH READING: Luke 23: 44–46  — The Death of Jesus Maggie Wilson 

It was now about the sixth hour and the sun’s light failed, so that darkness came over the whole land until 

the ninth hour. The veil of the Sanctuary was torn right down the middle, Jesus cried out in a loud voice 

saying, Father, into your hands I commit my spirit. With these words he breathed his last. 

 
HYMN:   No. 92   Beneath the Cross of Jesus    (v. 2) 

Upon that cross of Jesus Mine eye at times can see  
The very dying form of One Who suffered there for me; 

And from my stricken heart with tears Two wonders I confess: 
The wonders of redeeming love And my unworthiness. 

 

~ The fourth candle is lit. ~ 
 

9TH READING: Matthew 27: 54 — The Declaration   Zach Burke 

The centurion, together with the others guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake and all that was taking place, 

they were terrified and said, “In truth, this man was God’s Son!” 

 
QUARTET:  Drop, Drop Slow Tears  by John Steiner 
 
GOOD FRIDAY PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 
10TH READING: John 19: 31–37 — The Piercing and The Removal Erika Wulster 

31 Since it was the day of Preparation, the Jews did not want the bodies left on the cross during the sabbath, 

especially because that sabbath was a day of great solemnity. So they asked Pilate to have the legs of the 

crucified men broken and the bodies removed. 32 Then the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of 

the other who had been crucified with him. 33 But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, 

they did not break his legs. 34 Instead, one of the soldiers pierced his side with a spear, and at once blood and 

water came out. 35 (He who saw this has testified so that you also may believe. His testimony is true, and he 

knows that he tells the truth.) 36 These things occurred so that the scripture might be fulfilled, “None of his 

bones shall be broken.” 37 And again another passage of scripture says, “They will look on the one whom they 

have pierced.”} 

 

HYMN:   No.  84    In the Cross of Christ I Glory  (v. 1) 

In the cross of Christ I glory, Towering o’er the wrecks of time;  
All the light of sacred story Gathers round its head sublime. 

 

~ The fifth candle is lit. ~ 
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11TH READING: John 3: 16–17, John 15: 12–13 — The Purpose Maggie Wilson 

God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, that everyone who believes in him may not perish but 

have eternal life. Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 

world might be saved through him . . . This is my commandment: Love one another as I have loved you. There 

is no greater love than this, that someone should lay down their life for one’s friends. 

 
MEDITATION:    God’s Love Lived  Pastor David Harvey 

~ The sixth candle is lit. ~ 
 
QUARTET:   God So Loved the World   by John Steiner  

 
BENEDICTION:  Pastor David Harvey 
 

  

 

ASSISTING DURING THIS EVENING’S WORSHIP 

Organist:  Alphons Gunther          

Greeter:  Bill Olivier          Usher: Maggie Wilson 

Pastor:  Rev. David Harvey       Worship Leader: Deb Albrecht 

Readers: Deborah Albrecht, Zach Burke, Bill Olivier, Maggie Wilson, Erika Wulster 

Vocals:    Alphons Gunther, Andrea Morokutti, Maggie Morokutti, Frank Wilson 

 

Easter Worship Services 

Sunday, April 4 

Join us for 7:00 AM Easter Sunrise Service at Johnsonburg Camp & Retreat Center  
 

Also available on Zoom:  https://zoom.us/join 
Meeting ID: 816 8705 5244    Passcode: 446033 

 

Join us for 10:00 AM Easter Worship & Communion in the Church Sanctuary  
 

Also available on Zoom:  https://zoom.us/join 
Meeting ID: 819 7449 0981    Passcode: 017787 

 

 

 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

 

1 Main St., P.O. Box 385, Blairstown, NJ 07825 
Church Office: 35 Main St., P.O. Box 385, Blairstown, NJ 07825 

Phone: (908) 362-5254   Fax: (908) 362-8060 
Food Pantry (908) 362-5769   Children’s Center: (908) 362-7887 

e-Mail: fpcb@ptd.net         Website: fpcb-nj.org 

 


