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WOMAN of interest

Perspective  
on patrol
Sergeant Kathy Flynn is no stranger to shaking it 
up. Thanks to a broad life experience, she keeps a 
level head, especially when the going gets tough.    

Kathy Flynn
Age:� 54
Profession:� Eugene 
Police sergeant
Hobbies:� Riding quads, 
hoof trimming (horses), 
puttering around the 
farm, hiking
Family:� Partner of 20 
years, 3 horses, 4 dogs

By linda J. Sellers
Photos by Collin andrew
SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS

Kathy Flynn calls her position as Eugene Police sergeant “the best job in the department.”

Diabetes

Pain  Management

By participating in a clinical trial, you gain access to new drugs long 
before they are available to the general public. Some drugs provide 

a path of treatment where before there was none, others are improve-
ments of existing therapies. Participants receive comprehensive medi-
cal care, access to treatments and financial compensation for their time 
and travel. Many studies are available, call today for details!

WILLAMETTE VALLEY
CLINICAL STUDIES

890 River Road
(541) 461-0132 

wvclinicalstudies.com

Research • Testing • Education

High  Blood  Pressure Respiratory  Problems

Do you feel like you’ve 
tried everything and 
nothing has worked?

When it comes to your 
health problems...
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• Nails  • Sauna  
• Facials • Shower  
• Waxing  • Tanning
• Massage  • Pedicures  
• Manicures • Hair Salon  
• Body Treatments
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541.744.8743
1623 21st St., Suite B

Springfield
visit www.thecapricedayspa.com

Waxing special!
 $999  for eyebrows   $2499 Bikini

October
     Special!

THIS WEEK’S STATION FAVORITES!
• MEAT LOAF • TERIYAKI CHICKEN

• PETITE SIRLOIN
ALL PRICED AT $14.95
PLUS OUR REGULAR GREAT SELECTIONS.

27 East 5th • Eugene • Phone 485-4444 • www.oesrestaurant.com
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21st & Main Street, 
Springfield, OR
541-743-0996
Located at the 

Paramount Center
Hours: Tues-Fri, 
11-6; Sat 10-6
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We buy dresses up to $20 or double in credit 
towards purchase of another gown. 

 Donations of gowns accepted for the   
 Foster Prom Dress Program.

Gown Exchange!
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As a student of English literature, 
Kathy Flynn never imagined 
she would one day carry a gun 

and conduct a traffic stop that would 
almost turn deadly. “When I was 
young, if anybody had told me I would 
be a police officer, I would have won-
dered what they were smoking,” says 
Sergeant Kathy, who supervises the 
Eugene Police Department’s violent 
crimes unit. 

It makes her laugh to think of it 
even now. Yet a series of serendipitous 
decisions brought 
her to a career 
that occasionally 
puts her life on 
the line. 

While still 
a patrol officer, 
Kathy stopped a 
driver at the re-
quest of another 
officer. After 
being pulled 
over, the driver 
became agitated 
and uncoopera-
tive. Kathy went 
back to her car to 
run a background 
check while the 
second officer 
tried to calm the 
detainee. When 
she looked up, 
the situation had escalated.

 “The officer shouted, ‘Show me 
your hands!’ ” Kathy recalls. “Then I 
saw the other officer had his gun out 
and was pointing it through the win-
dow. Then I saw the man leaning over 
and he was getting something. We 
both thought he was going for a gun. 
So I drew mine. The man came up and 
he had something in his hand. Then 
he punched his hand out the window,” 
Kathy says, gesturing with surprising 
force. 

“I had pressure on the trigger, but 
I didn’t have a shot. And it’s a good 
thing, because what the guy had in his 
hand was a tape recorder.”

The incident took place on 13th 
and Kincaid with University of Oregon 
students everywhere, and Kathy 
couldn’t risk injuring a bystander. The 
man was given a ticket and let go. 

Apparently there’s no law against 
scaring the heck out of police officers.

Kathy’s levelheadedness and 
decision-making skills have served her 
well in her 22 years with the Eugene 
Police Department. But it wasn’t a 
career she had planned on. Fresh out 
of college with bachelor’s degrees in 
English literature and sociology, she 
worked first as a horse trainer, then 
eventually as a banker in Ashland. 

On a whim and needing to shake 
up her life, Kathy moved to Eugene 
and applied for a job as a communica-

tions specialist. “I thought, ‘Well shoot, 
I can communicate,’” she says, laugh-
ing at her naiveté. “I had no idea what 
it was.”

The “communications” job actually 
entailed working as a 911 dispatcher. 
Kathy made it through the exhaustive 
screening process and worked as a dis-
patcher for two and a half years. Then 
one evening during a ride-along in a 
patrol car, an officer encouraged her to 
apply for a police position. 

“Again, I thought, ‘Why not?’” she 
says.

It’s unusual to 
start a career in law 
enforcement in your 
30s, but Kathy has 
never let cultural 
expectations get in 
her way. Even as a 
child, she refused 
to accept that girls 
couldn’t be crossing 
guards or sell TV 
guide subscriptions. 

“From the time 
I was little I didn’t 
understand why 
people were telling 
me I couldn’t do 
things because I was 
a girl.”

Now as a police 
sergeant, Kathy 
supervises a team of 

eight male detectives. She says gender 
is not currently an issue for her, but 
it wasn’t always the case. “That was a 
pretty crusty crowd back then,” Kathy 
says, referring to her initial training 
with the violet crimes unit in 1988. 
“Violent crimes (units) tend to have 
people with strong personalities be-
cause of the nature of the work.”  

Kathy spent half her police ca-
reer working patrol, much of it as a 
sergeant, and half in detective work. 
“I love both,” she says. “They’re both 
awesome.” During her two decades in 
the department, Kathy has been as-
signed to traffic control, the university 
station, schools and violent crimes. 

Her diverse experience has fostered 
understanding of, and rapport with, 
an entire network that includes child 
services, the district attorney’s office, 
patrol and probation, sexual assault 
services, and others. She believes that 
background helped her earn her cur-
rent position, which she calls “the best 
job in the department.” 

“It’s very beneficial to have that 
bigger view of the community and un-
derstand the system in all its complex-
ity,” Kathy says.

That perspective has served her 
well, and who knows? Maybe a diverse 
career path has been a badge of honor.

Kathy leads Eugene’s violent crimes unit.

Staff writer Linda J. Sellers can be  
contacted at dash@registerguard.com.

1365  
Willamette
687-2446

KitchenAid™

TERMS AVAILABLE
• 90 Days, no finance   
 charge O.A.C.
• Monthly to fit your   
 budget
• VISA & MasterCard

French Door 
Refrigerator

Model #
KBFS25EVMS

• 25 cubic foot

• Filtered chilled water 
dispenser with ice 
maker in freezer

• Available in white, black 
or stainless steel

Up to 
$500 

SavingS!
when you purchase two 

or more KitchenAid 
appliances!

Offer good thru Oct. 17, 2009 
Ask for details

Sale price $1,999
Sub/EWEB -    $25* 
State tax credit -    $50*
net Price $1,924

*Rebates to qualified customers
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30% OFF 
Granite Slabs   

offer thru 10/31/09

4091 West 11th
255-0640Now at our new Location & Showroom

SALE!
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CCB#177691


