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About Us, Mission And Vision

In 1989, Harry C. Alford began working as Deputy Commissioner for Minority Business Development for the State of
Indiana. It was during this brief tenure that he noticed that every ethnic segment, but African Americans, had a
national business association representing its economic interest and promoting “fair play” for its constituents. He
looked at the need for us to become adept at capitalistic activity which drives this nation. The mission began with the
Hoosier Minority Chamber of Commerce in Indianapolis, Indiana and building on that success, Harry and his wife Kay
incorporated the National Black Chamber of Commerce, Inc (NBCC), a 501(c)3 in Washington, DC in May 1993.

The NBCC continues our legacy of leadership in dedication to our founders Harry and Kay Alford and their vision and
relentless commitment drives our spirit today. The NBCC is the largest Global Black Business Association with chapters
across the globe. We are dedicated to economically empowering and sustaining African American communities
through entrepreneurship and capitalistic activity within the United States and via interaction throughout the Black
Diaspora. We are on the leading edge of educating and training Black communities on the need to participate in this
great capitalist society known as America.

On the occasion of our 30th year in dedicated service, we reflect on the empirical education all entrepreneurs have
experienced. These are exciting times, full of hope and promise. We emerge from the pandemic pause, with our 28th

annual conference in association with the Illinois State Black Chamber’s 17th annual conference and celebration of 25
years assisting minority businesses. That’s 45 years of great conferences and 55 years of service we are bringing
together for the most unforgettable experience.

We have heard your cries for help and warmly embrace your open hearts and minds to working together to conceive,
manage, and implement immediate solutions for the real-world challenges confronting us. We proudly announce our
2022 Annual National/State Convention and are excited to introduce our partners, programs, and opportunities. You
will see a dynamic agenda representing many sectors and levels of interest, presented by the best. Welcome, engage,
take action! This is for the innovators, the leaders, those that want to get out front, those that want to learn, and be a
part of the future!

This year’s convention is a celebration of the rebirth of entrepreneurism propelled by the NBCC’s 30 years of gains,
and decades to come. Join with us as we chart the course of the future with opportunities for global commerce,
corporate engagement, technological development, workforce development, contracting, entertainment
entrepreneurism, education, training, and matchmaking.

The doors open wider when you have the keys!

Charles H. DeBow, III
Executive Director



ILLINOIS STATE BLACK CHAMBER OF COMMERCE, Inc.

About Us, Mission And Vision

The Illinois State Black Chamber of Commerce (ILBCC) is a 501(c)6 non-profit organization and the largest
Black Trade organization in Illinois. Our mission is simple. We exist to help small businesses achieve
success. Assisting minority businesses is not a new venture for us, it’s what we do. Since our inception in
1997, we have operated at the highest level in public and private sectors to help create sustainable
opportunities for Black, women, minority, and veteran owned businesses. For 25 years, we have
proactively worked to promote a healthier business climate throughout the state of Illinois. through our
strong membership base and network of local chapters, agencies, organizations, businesses, and
corporations.

Crafting solutions that directly help reduce economic disparities that impact our communities is part of our
mission. We’re proud to advocate for the over 132,000 Black owned businesses that represent an
extremely diverse slice of industries across Illinois. Our vision is to see that these businesses become
viable, high growth enterprises. By assisting companies with developing strong business strategies, we help
them to increase their competitive ability and capacity to compete effectively on local, state, federal, and
commercial contracts. Since our inception, we have been strong advocates for economic development,
entrepreneurship, and helping businesses to grow their capacity.

We strive to identify opportunities that open doors for minority businesses to help them to stay focused on
growing their business. This year, we want to welcome you to our annual convention in partnership with
our National Black Chamber of Commerce (NBCC). Join us as we celebrate a combined 55 years of assisting
minority businesses throughout the world. This will truly be a rememberable event that you will not want
to miss!

It is our desire that you take full advantage of the various business sessions, panel discussions, and the
matchmaking opportunities with key players and decision makers from around the globe. The conference
will represent major players in various industries and sectors of business, the best of the best. This
conference is for those wanting to take their business to the next level. Join us as we “Embrace the Spirit of
Entrepreneurship.”

Larry D. Ivory, President/CEO
Chairman, National Black Chamber of Commerce

411 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1404  | Peoria, Illinois 61602  | Phone: 309-740-4430  | www.ilbcc.org
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2022 NBCC|ILBCC   NATIONAL AND STATE CONVENTION 
Dear Corporate and Business Leader,

It is our distinct pleasure to invite you to participate in the National Black Chamber of Commerce (NBCC) and
the Illinois State Black Chamber of Commerce’s (ILBCC) joint 2022 National/State Convention. Join us as we
also celebrate National Black Business Month and recognize co-founder Frederick E. Jordan Sr, a previous
Chairman of the NBCC. The NBCC and ILBCC have over 55 years of experience providing resources to support
the development of startups and established minority owned businesses. The conference’s theme is
“Embracing the Spirit of Entrepreneurship,” and this year’s convention will give participants the opportunity
to network with notable entrepreneurs and business leaders from around the globe.

The conference kicks off with a VIP Pre-Launch Convention Cruise July 14, 2022, on the Spirit of Navy Pier
located at Navy Pier in Chicago, Illinois. The cruise will include dinner, networking, and entertainment with
over 300 attendees. This will be a great opportunity to meet and network with presidents, CEOs and other
dignitaries from various industries. The convention continues August 16 – 18, 2022 at the Par-A-Dice Hotel &
Casino in East Peoria, Illinois. Central Illinois is known for its diverse culture and industries, and we are proud
to bring this year’s convention to this city where our three-day conference offers businesses entrepreneurial
resources through high level matchmaking sessions, dynamic workshops, panel discussions, breakout
sessions, and networking opportunities with successful business leaders, political figures, and policy makers
all coming together. Past conferences have been attended by presidential candidates, governors, mayors,
national community leaders, and Fortune 500 executives and entrepreneurs. We are expecting more than 700
engaged business professionals to attend this dynamic conference between the two events.

We have a proven track record of providing great resources and valuable information and we hope this year’s
joint NBCC/ILBCC Convention will be of interest to you. This event offers a perfect opportunity for companies
like yours to show your commitment to diversity, inclusion and equity through your participation. We hope
that you will join us. There is no better place to connect with minority businesses and our diverse
membership than at this year’s convention.

The Exhibitor Package is enclosed. If you are interested in receiving sponsorship information, please let us
know. There are various levels of sponsorships to choose from ranging from $2,500.00 – $150,000. A package
can also be tailored to your company’s specific needs. We thank you in advance for your participation.

Sincerely,

Charles H. DeBow, III Larry D. Ivory
Executive Director President/CEO
National Black Chamber of Commerce Illinois State Black Chamber of Commerce

Chairman, National Black Chamber of Commerce

Par-A-Dice Hotel & Casino| 21 Blackjack Blvd. | East Peoria, IL 61611  
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WHY BE AN EXHIBITOR

Past Sponsors and Exhibitors Include:

A & D Property Services
A.G.B. Investigative Services
A.L. Taylor & Associates, P.C.
Ameren Illinois
American Airlines
Anchor Staffing, Inc.
Argosy Casino Alton
Ariel Investments
Ardmore Roderick
Associates Builders and Contractors, Inc. – IL 
Chapter
Atlas Engineering Group, Ltd.
AT & T
Blackwell Global Consulting
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Illinois
Business Performance Consulting
BOWA Construction
Camelot Illinois
Capital Development Board
Casino Queen
Central Illinois Black Expo
Central Management Services
CGN
Chicago Cubs
Chicago White Sox
Chicago Premium Beverages
Chicago Urban League
City Link
City of East Peoria
City of Peoria
Clayborne, Sabo & Wagner, LLP
Comcast
ComEd
Connerbell.com
Concrete to Perfection
Construction Contracting Services
Core Construction
Cresco
Cullinan Properties, Ltd.

Delta Engineering Group, inc.
Diversified Services Network
Doordash
Electronic Knowledge Interchange
Empress Casino
Environmental Design International
Exxon Mobile
Flo (For the Love of)
Flowers Communication Group
FUBU
Gaffneys PMI
Grand Victoria Casino Elgin
Groupon
Harold Washington Colleges
Harrah’s Joliet and Metropolis
Hollywood Casino Aurora
Hollywood Casino Joliet
IBPAC
IDG Architects
Illinois American Water
Illinois Association of Minorities in Government 
Illinois Casino Gaming Association
Illinois Department of Employment Securities
Illinois Department of Public Health
Illinois Department of Transportation
Illinois Housing Authority
Illinois State Toll Highway Authority
Infrastructure Engineering, Inc.
Internet Innovation Alliance
IT Architect, Corp.
JC & Company
Johnson Controls
Jumer’s Casino & Hotel
Justine Petersen
Komatsu America Corp.
Knight Engineers & Architects
M Cannon Roofing Company 
Medellin & Associates, Inc.
Millhouse Engineering, Inc.
MPEA

National Black Chamber of Commerce
Nicor Gas
Northstar Lottery Group
Novartis
O’Shea Builders
Opp Loans
Par-A-Dice Hotel Casino
Parsons Brinckerhoff
PASS Program
Peabody
Peoria 92.3 FM Radio
Peoria County
Peoples Gas
PMI Energy Solutions
Rapid Ratings
Republic of Botswana
Rivers Casino
River City Construction
SLG Innovation
Southwest Airlines
Sterling Initiatives
Tenaska Taylorville
Terrell Materials
The Chicago Crusader
The Greater Peoria Mass Transit District
The Owens Group, Inc.
The Roderick Group
The Will Group
Timeless Herbal Care
University of Illinois – Urbana-Champaign, 
Chicago, Springfield
Verizon
Wal-Mart
Waste Management 
Wells Fargo Advisors
Williams Brothers Construction
Wind Creek Hospitality 
WSP
WVON – Chicago 
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An important part of any conference is the participation of vendors who offer relevant products and services to our convention
attendees. You will meet your target audience at this year’s event no matter the industry you are in. By exposing attendees and our vast
membership to your products and services, you start a chain reaction of viral buzz about your brand. Turn that favorable impression into
a relationship with this dynamic constituency.

Par-A-Dice Hotel & Casino| 21 Blackjack Blvd. | East Peoria, IL 61611  



EXHIBITOR TABLE COST: $1,500.00

Exhibitors will be located inside the Par-A-Dice Hotel by the workshops. 
Space is limited to 25 exhibitors. 
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The Exhibitor Package includes:
• Exhibition space with a 6-foot skirted table, two (2) chairs, and electrical outlet for all three (3)

convention dates August 16 – 18, 2022.
• One (1) company name on signage.
• An opportunity to have your company’s promotional materials inserted in convention bags.
• Two registrations to attend all of the convention events including workshops, the Welcome Reception,

Comedy Reception, Breakfasts, Lunches and the Awards Gala (must confirm attendance).

As an exhibitor, you will also:
• Have an opportunity to raise your company’s statue to a receptive audience.
• Gain visibility, exposure, and branding opportunities for your product and/or services to a highly

targeted audience.
• Be recognized for your contribution to a successful aspect of the Annual Convention.
• Enjoy a range of face-to-face opportunities to network with attendees who are influencers of the Midwest

economy as well as from around the country.
• Gain unmatched access to the demand side of business.

We also offer premium packages that combine exhibition opportunities with recognized sponsorship of
receptions, meals, workshops, or other aspects of the convention forums and summits to companies looking for
more exposure. Visit www.ILBCC.org or contact us at (309) 740-4430 for more information.

http://www.ilbcc.org/


EXHIBITOR RULES AND REGULATIONS
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To ensure the safety and enjoyment for all attendees and vendors at the show, we appreciate your cooperation
in adhering to the following show policies. The exhibitor understands that all attendees must register officially
and forward the applicable registration fee at least fifteen (15) working days before event.

Setup/Tear Down:
You may set up your exhibitor table between 8:00 AM – 9:30 AM on Tuesday, August 16, 2022 and be open
during Registration, the Matchmaking sessions, and Workshops throughout the convention August 16 – 18,
2022. Your display must be taken down by 4:00 PM on Thursday, August 18, 2022.

Admission Policy/Required Proof of Business:
All attendees of the 2022 National/State Convention must be registered. The Convention is a private event
open to registered guests and is not open to the general public. Individuals who cannot document their direct,
professional affiliation are not qualified to attend.

Announcements:
Announcements are made only for emergencies. A Message Board and Lost and Found area is available at the
Hotel registration desk.

Literature and Product Distribution:
Company promotion, samples, and literature distribution by vendors must be done within their contracted
vendor space, with the exception of designated sponsorships and marketing opportunities.

Meetings, Events and Seminars:
All meetings, events and seminars must be registered and approved by ILBCC Management. Meetings, events,
and seminars not designated or organized as a part of the event are not permitted during event hours.

Vendors wishing to organize a seminar must contact the NBCC/LBCC Convention Committee by calling 309-740-
4430.

No Smoking:
All Convention areas are designated as non-smoking per the state of Illinois.  The Par-A-Dice has smoking areas 
designated outside the building.
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EXHIBITOR RULES AND REGULATIONS CONTINUED
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Photography/Videotaping:
Vendors are permitted to photograph and/or videotape their own booth only.

Working members of the press are required to check-in at the Convention’s Registration area to receive a pass
in order to photograph and/or videotape during the event. No other photography or videotaping is permitted.
Vendors who do not want the press to photograph or video tape their booth should inform the NBCC/ILBCC
staff onsite. Photographers and videographers are required to ask permission before filming and must refrain
from filming those who do not grant permission.

Dress Code:
The 2022 Annual NBCC/ILBCC National/State Convention is a business event. Dress is business casual for the
Welcome Reception and other entertainment events; business for breakfast, workshops/panels, and lunch; and
semi to formal for the Gala.

Rolling Carts and Suitcases:
Only contracted Vendors are permitted to promote their products, services or company at this Convention.

Allocation: 
The exhibitor understands that booths will be allocated strictly in order of receipt of full payment, that
applications are subject to committee approval, and that the decision will be final. Should the exhibition floor
plan require changing, the organizers have the right to make the necessary changes.

Deadlines:
First payment of 50% deposit is required with application and is non-refundable, unless the booth is resold.
Booth balance is due by Friday, August 5, 2022.

If the balance of payment is not received by the due date, the allocated vendor space will be cancelled. In the
event of cancellation, please note that unless that particular area is 100% resold, the organizers reserve the
right to retain all monies received. All cancellations must be received in writing to the ILBCC’s Office and every
effort will be made to resell the vendor space on your behalf. Cancellations received after Monday, August 8,
2022, incurs 100% forfeit.
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EXHIBITOR REGISTRATION FORM
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Company Name _________________________________________________ Date ____________________

Contact Name ___________________________________________________________________________

Street Address ______________________________________City _________________________________

State ___________  ZIP Code _____________    Phone ____________________ Fax ___________________

Types of Products/Services: ________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________

Website Address _________________________________________________________________________

Email Address ___________________________________________________________________________

CHECK ALL THAT APPLY

□ One Exhibitor Table $1,500.00

□ Multiple Exhibitor Tables Contact the ILBCC for rates

Make checks payable to the: Illinois State Black Chamber of Commerce

Mail checks to: 411 Hamilton Blvd., Suite 1404
Peoria, Illinois 61602

EXHIBITOR PACKAGE
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