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Architectural Control Committee (ACC) 

Florida-Friendly LandscapingTM Policy 

  

Florida-Friendly - Overview  

 

1. This policy is being adopted pursuant to the Declaration of Covenants, Conditions, Restrictions and 

Easements of Fish Hawk Trails Homeowners’ Association, Inc. (“Association” or “FHT”), as amended from time 

to time.  Additionally, these guidelines are being prepared in order to be consistent with Florida-Friendly 

LandscapingTM Requirements, which are addressed in Section 720.3075, Florida Statutes.  Homeowners 

associations (HOA’s) are permitted to establish reasonable guidelines for Florida-Friendly LandscapingTM so any 

homeowner deciding to transition property to Florida-Friendly LandscapingTM does so while staying within the 

parameters of the scheme of design of Fish Hawk Trails.  Florida-Friendly LandscapingTM is allowed throughout 

the yard only after receiving approval from the Association.  Owners who wish to re-landscape their lot, make 

modifications to their lot or alter the landscape in any way shall submit a written plan to the FHT Architectural 

Control Committee (“ACC”) for review.    
 

2. Florida-Friendly Landscapes protect Florida’s unique natural resources by conserving water, reducing waste 

and pollution, creating wildlife habitat, and preventing erosion.  A landscape may be Florida-Friendly if it is 

designed and cared for according to the nine Florida-Friendly LandscapingTM principles, which encourage 

individual expression of landscape beauty.  In 2009, the Florida Legislature found that the use of Florida-Friendly 

LandscapingTM and other water use and pollution prevention measures to conserve or protect the state’s water 

resources serves a compelling public interest and that the participation of homeowners’ associations and local 

governments is essential to the state’s efforts in water conservation and water quality protection and restoration. 
 

3. While Florida Friendly LandscapingTM is now promoted by Florida public policy, Florida-Friendly 

LandscapingTM protections in Florida law do not cancel, negate, or make invalid, community standards for 

appearance or provisions for water runoff established by the developer of FHT, provided that those community 

standards are not inconsistent with the concept of Florida-Friendly LandscapingTM principles.  

  

Definition 
  

“Florida-Friendly LandscapingTM” means quality landscapes that conserve water, protect the environment, and 

are adaptable to local conditions.  The principles of such landscaping include planting the right plant in the right 

place, efficient watering, appropriate fertilization, mulching, attraction of wildlife, responsible management of 

yard pests, recycling yard waste, reduction of storm-water runoff, and waterfront protection.  Additional 

components include practices such as landscape planning and design, soil analysis, the appropriate use of 

irrigation, and proper maintenance. 

  

Purpose  

  

This policy has been developed and approved by the ACC to simplify the understanding of the information 

contained in the Declaration that each Owner agreed to comply with at the time of purchase of his/her dwelling 

unit and lot.  This policy does not supersede or replace the Declaration.  In the event of a conflict the Declaration 

shall control, unless otherwise required by law, as amended from time to time. 

https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/rx4NBOuxWqLUk
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/ZpWXBDIW8dnsG
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Objective  

The objective of this policy is to preserve and enhance the property values and amenities of Fish Hawk Trails.  The 

common property and all landscaping and drainage, and other improvements now or hereafter built or installed 

thereon shall at all times be maintained in good repair and condition and operate in accordance with high 

standards. 

  

Standards 
  

Following the adoption of this policy, the Association shall continue to enforce its landscaping standards 

consistent with Florida-Friendly LandscapingTM principles.  Therefore, previously enacted standards shall be 

upheld as outlined in Fish Hawk Trails Governing Documents, subject to Florida-Friendly LandscapingTM 

requirements, including altering the type and number of plants.  ACC approval for any landscape plan is required 

prior to modifications to any lot in Fish Hawk Trails.  The ACC may request that the Board take appropriate 

enforcement action against violators of the Governing Documents. 

 

1. The Association has adopted and will continue to use Hillsborough County Extension Service recommended 

guidelines, books, literature, periodicals, pamphlets, and websites for Florida-Friendly Landscape and irrigation 

compliance.  
 

2. This adherence will ensure that the Association does not prohibit any property owner from implementing 

Florida-Friendly LandscapingTM while preserving the architectural scheme and design of the Fish Hawk Trails 

development.   
 

3. Florida-Friendly LandscapingTM principles minimize the need for supplemental water, fertilizer, and 

pesticides when properly implemented.  Plants should, therefore, be Florida-Friendly.  Exotic or invasive plants 

are prohibited.  
 

4. Plants shall serve environmentally friendly functions including, but not limited to, cooling, privacy screening, 

shade, aesthetics, wildlife habitat and runoff pollution prevention. 
 

5. Landscaping shall reflect a neat and trimmed appearance at all times. 
 

6. Landscaping shall be planned so that the plantings are the appropriate size for their location.     

 

Submission Requests 
 

1. Florida-Friendly LandscapingTM is allowed throughout the yard only after receiving approval.  Owners who 

wish to re-landscape shall submit a written plan to the FHT ACC for review and approval. Submission plans must 

include the following information and adhere to these policies and the Declaration: 

a)  Property layout (lot survey) including all property lines and structures.  The lot survey should include any 

adjacent roads, sidewalks and right-of-way, north arrow and scale. 

b) A list of existing mature vegetation that will remain or be removed.  

 

c) Percentage of sod to remain in front yards and side yards for corner lots (if applicable to request).  To 

maintain the existing look and integrity of Fish Hawk Trails, easement plantings selections should be of a 

green color and not of the variegated type.  It is suggested that St. Augustine sod, Perennial Peanut or Jasmine 

Minima be considered.  Easements plantings (if permitted in the easement area) shall be frost resistant and 

drought tolerant (if minimal in ground irrigation is in location).  Groundcover must not exceed a height of 
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24”.  Groundcovers will be trimmed and edged on a regular basis to ensure a neat appearance.  Artificial grass 

of any kind will not be approved. 
 

d) Percentage of sod to remain in back yards (if applicable to request). Turf grass shall have a purpose or 

function, such as play area for children, putting green, dog run, etc. 
 

e) Plant schedule of proposed plants to be installed on the property including quantities for each plant bed.  
 

f) The specific irrigation requirements, as well as the frequency these plant matters require irrigation.  A 

proposed plan must include selected plant materials with like water requirements that fit the site condition.  
 

g) The specific maintenance schedule needed for your landscaping.  This should include when, and how, 

each area will be maintained, with regards to debris, watering, overgrowth, fertilization, and pesticide use. 
 

h) Plant Materials List.  Plants should be Florida-Friendly, no exotic invasive plants.  The plant, when fully 

grown, should be the right size for where it is planted.  Homeowners will use plants listed in the most current 

version of the UF/IFAS Florida-Friendly LandscapingTM to Plant Selection and Landscape Design. The 

UF/IFAS plant list is not all-inclusive, and many plants not listed may be Florida-Friendly as long as they 

match site conditions and are not invasive exotics. By the same token, many plants that are listed may be 

unsuitable in some locations. Where doubt exists, the Landscaping Committee will refer the matter to the 

UF/IFAS County Extension Service Florida Yards & Neighborhoods agent or the Commercial Horticulture 

agent for assistance. However, the role of these agents is strictly educational, and all final decisions about 

plantings will be made by the FHT ACC. 
 

i) Spacing of proposed plant material. 
 

j) Locations of all planting beds.  
 

k) Identify planting bed edging material (if applicable to request).  
 

l) Type of mulch to be used.  Pine needles, Pine bark, Eucalyptus or Melaleuca are allowed.  No mulch is 

allowed next to roads or driveways where decayed organic matter or the mulch may migrate into the streets 

or storm drains.  Rubber mulch, seashells, tumbled glass, volcanic rocks, rocks (natural or colored) and/or 

pebbles are also prohibited.  No bare dirt may be exposed.  All dirt must be covered with approved mulch 

products and be contained as to not wash away in rain or wind.  Mulch must be a minimum of 2-3” deep to 

restrict weed growth. 
 

m) Location of rain barrels (if applicable to request).  Owners are encouraged to use rain barrels, cisterns, and 

rain gardens.  Placement of these items may not interfere with mowing and lawn maintenance and must be 

placed out of view of the streets. 
 

n) Location of composter (if applicable to request).  Placement of composters may not interfere with yard 

maintenance and must be placed out of view of the streets and remain shielded from view from adjacent lots.   

 

o) Identify turf species and locations. 
 

p) Provide photographs of all existing landscaping.   

 

  



 

 

Fish Hawk Trails HOA Florida Friendly Landscape Policy 01/2018 

Principles to Create and Maintain a Florida-Friendly Landscape 

  

 Right Plant, Right Place 

 Water Efficiently 

 Fertilize Appropriately 

 Mulch 

 Attract Wildlife 

 Manage Yard Pests Responsibly 

 Recycle 

 Reduce water runoff 

 Protect the Waterfront 

2.   Plans shall be submitted in two (2) paper copies. Duplicate submissions may be made via electronic 

submission; however, this does not negate the need for two (2) paper copies.  Electronic submissions may be 

submitted to: accfht@gmail.com 

  

Plant Materials 
   

Owners may use plants indicated in the Florida Plant Selection & Landscape Design Publication with the 

exception of those plants deemed exotic, invasive, or as prohibited below. Examples of prohibited Plants & Trees 

include, but are not limited to, the following:  
 

 Air potato (Dioscorea bulbifera) 

 Australian pine (Casuarina spp.) 

 Brazilian pepper (Schinus terebinthifolius) 

 Chinese tallow (Sapium sebiferum) 

 Melaleuca (Melaleuca quinquenervia) 

 Old World climbing fern (Lygodium microphyllum) 

 Tropical soda apple (Solanum viarum) 

 Water hyacinth (Eichhornia crassipes) 

 

Mulch 

 

Florida-Friendly Landscaping™ methods recommend using mulch to protect against soil erosion, maintain soil 

moisture, inhibit weed growth, improve soil structure and aeration, and reduce pesticide use.  Placing mulch to 

the curb, sidewalk, or water’s edge is prohibited.  Organic mulches eventually degrade and releases nutrients that 

wash away and get into storm drains or water bodies.   

 

Unless a specific type of Florida Friendly landscaping is permitted by these guidelines, it shall be deemed 

prohibited. 

  

mailto:accfht@gmail.com
https://protect-us.mimecast.com/s/mmg4BAHpRXeiK
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