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Background:First, I have never been a judgeBut I have spent almost my entire 40 year career in what I call the Justice System.It has been a great honor o work in this system understanding that we are always learning to create a fairer and more just system of justice.Learning about trauma has given me great humility and enhanced my empathy. To create a trauma-informed courtroom, the starting point is understanding what trauma is, how it manifests itself in your brain and body, family, envirconment, and community.What is trauma-informed care – What are trauma-informed policies and practies.How do you apply this everyday in your courtroom.



It’s All About JusticeJUSTICE



United States 
Constitution

Bill of Rights



PREAMBLE
We the People of the United States, in 
Order to form a more perfect Union, 

establish Justice, 
insure domestic Tranquility, provide for the 
common defense, promote the general 
Welfare, and secure the Blessings of Liberty 
to ourselves and our Posterity, do ordain and 
establish this Constitution for the United 
States of America.



WHY YOUTH COURTS?
Start with: 

They Educates Students About:
• The Legal System & Civics
• Non-violent Dispute Resolution
• Restorative Justice v. Punitive Justice
• Justice is Serious Business
• Respect for the Process
• Respect for Others
• Empathy

AND 
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Who Needs To Understand 
The Concepts Taught In Youth Court?

WE ALL DO!





U.S. Incarcerated Population Dropped Below      
2 Million Last Year For First Time Since 2003

• The total incarcerated population of the U.S. fell dramatically 
last year amid the COVID-19 pandemic, dipping below 2 
million for the first time since 2002.

• The report found that the total number of people 
incarcerated in U.S. prisons and jails fell from 2.1 million in 
2019 to 1.8 million in mid-2020, an unprecedented 13 
percent decline. The total incarcerated population of the U.S. 
peaked in 2009 at a staggering 2.3 million.

• Since 2009, the total incarcerated population has fallen as 
states passed a wave of bipartisan criminal justice reforms in 
response to exploding prison budgets, crumbling 
infrastructure, and an increasingly loud outcry over the human 
costs of mass incarceration.
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U.S. Incarcerated Population Dropped Below 2 Million Last Year For First Time Since 2003 – Reason.comThe Vera Institute of Justice.FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE THURSDAY, OCT. 22, 2020, 10 A.M. ET WWW.BJS.GOV BUREAU OF JUSTICE STATISTICS U.S. IMPRISONMENT RATE AT ITS LOWEST SINCE 1995 - WASHINGTON — The combined state and federal imprisonment rate in 2019 was the lowest imprisonment rate since 1995, the Bureau of Justice Statistics announced today. The imprisonment rate in 2019 marked a 17% decrease from 2009 and a 3% decrease from 2018, and it marked the 11th consecutive annual decrease. The imprisonment rate—the portion of U.S. residents who are in prison—is based on prisoners sentenced to more than one year. The imprisonment rate rose 23% from 1995 to its peak in 2007. It then fell back below the 1996 level in 2019. Across the decade from 2009 to 2019, the imprisonment rate fell 29% among black residents, 24% among Hispanic residents and 12% among white residents. In 2019, the imprisonment rate of black residents was the lowest it has been in 30 years, since 1989. At year-end 2019, there were 1,096 sentenced black prisoners per 100,000 black residents, 525 sentenced Hispanic prisoners per 100,000 Hispanic residents and 214 sentenced white prisoners per 100,000 white residents in the U.S. Among sentenced state prisoners at year-end 2018 (the most recent data available), a larger percentage of black (62%) and Hispanic (62%) prisoners than white prisoners (48%) were serving time for a violent offense. An estimated 14% of sentenced state prisoners were serving time for murder or non-negligent manslaughter at year-end 2018, and 13% were serving time for rape or sexual assault. At the end of fiscal-year 2019, 46% of sentenced federal prisoners were serving time for a drug offense (99% for drug trafficking), and 8% were serving time for a violent offense. The total prison population in the U.S. declined from 1,464,400 at year-end 2018 to 1,430,800 at year-end 2019, a 2% decrease. This marked the fifth consecutive annual decrease of at least 1% in the prison population. At year-end 2019, the prison population had declined 11% from its peak of 1,615,500 prisoners in 2009. 
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SAFE TO SAY SOMETHING
HARRISBURG - Jan. 14, 2020:  On the one year anniversary of the Safe2Say program, 
Attorney General Josh Shapiro today announced Pennsylvania’s anonymous reporting 
system for schools, students and community members, 

“Safe2Say Something PA” has reached over 40,000 
tips from across the Commonwealth.  

“Safe2Say Something PA empowers students, teachers, and administrators to anonymously 
report potentially unsafe activities in schools,” Shapiro said. “In its first year of operation, 
Safe2Say received 40,382 tips, including 6,847 that we categorized as ‘life-safety,’ meaning a 
life was somehow in danger. . .  Attorney General Shapiro said most of the tips have been 
about mental health, not school violence as many had originally expected.  “As I traveled 
across Pennsylvania to talk to students about Safe2Say, they weren’t peppering me with 
questions on school shooting drills or metal detectors. They were talking about fellow 
students who seemed depressed, came to school without lunch, and chronic online 
bullying.” The top five categories of tips received during Safe2Say’s first year:

1. Bullying/Cyber Bullying
2. Cutting/Self-Harm
3. Suicide/Suicide Ideation
4. Drug Use/Distribution/Possession
5. Depression/Anxiety
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Students and community members can submit tips via PA’s website, www.Safe2Saypa.org; through the Safe2Say Something PA app; or via telephone at 844-Safe2Say (844-723-2729). Most of the 40,382 tips were received through the app (32,998), while 6,512 tips came through the website, and 872 tips were telephoned into the crisis management center. Safe2Say Something was created following the governor’s approval of Act 44 in 2018. The anonymous reporting system came online on Jan. 14, 2019.  Pennsylvania was the first to deploy Safe2Say statewide and to train students and staff in all of the commonwealth's 500 public school districts, including private, charter, and parochial schools.Pennsylvania’s Safe2Say anonymous reporting system includes a partnership with the Sandy Hook Promise, a national non-profit organization based in Newtown, Conn., that formed following the school shooting at the Sandy Hook school in 2012. Sandy Hook’s founders and directors include people whose loved ones were shot and killed in that tragedy. There are no costs to any school in Pennsylvania to participate in Safe2Say. The reporting system’s entire annual budget, including 24/7 staffing and technology, is funded in the General Fund at $1.6 million. As he has in the past, the Attorney General said the reality that most people who submit a tip to Safe2Say Something PA are about mental health means state officials should do more to address this growing concern. “We need additional funding to ensure there is at least one mental health counselor in every school building in PA,” Shapiro said. “We must expand mental health services in our schools.”



Bullying / Cyber Bullying 

Suicide/ Suicide Ideation 

Cutting/ Self-Harm 

Depression / Anxiety 

Drug Use / Distribution   

Smoking - Tobacco, E-Cig, Vape

Inappropriate Language/       
Behavior/  Gesture

Threat Against School 

General Harassment 

Threat Against Person 

3,558 (1)       

2,184 (3)

2,529(2) 

2,121 (4)

1,921 (5)

1,448 (6)

949 (7)

607 (8)

574 (9)

523 (10)

3,608 (1)

2,576 (2)
20,228

2,139 (3)

1,513 (6)

2,008 (4)

1,557 (5)

931 (8)

1,156 (7)          1,763
8.7%

695 (9)
+

669 (10)          1,192

SAFE   TO
Category

SAY  SOME 
1/14/19-6/30/10

THING
7/1/19-6/30/20





Coronavirus – A Public Health Crisis?



Is Trauma a 
Public Health Crisis?

YOUR DECISION!
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TRAUMA  is and has been a
PUBLIC HEALTH CRISIS

Since the beginning 
of Time!



STRAWBERRY MANSION HIGH SCHOOL 
YOUTH COURT 2012-2013



YOUTH COURT CONFERENCE 
U.S. ATTORNEY’S OFFICE – APRIL 23, 2014



PHILADELPHIA DAILY NEWS
At Chester High, Peers Do Each Other Justice

May 19, 2015



IMPACT OF YOUTH COURTS

In 2015, as a result of the Youth 
Court in Strawberry Mansion High 
School, 88 students were NOT 
suspended.

Evan Kramp,
Strawberry Mansion HS Teacher
Youth Court Coordinator
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