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Barred Owls are a threatened species in New Jersey. This means that their
population is declining. This decline is mainly due to a loss of suitable
habitat. They prefer to live in old, swampy forests that have very large trees
with cavities for them to nest in. In New Jersey there are not many old,
swampy forests left.
Barred Owls belong to a group of birds called "raptors." Raptors are
predatory birds who hunt for their prey. All raptors have excellent
eyesight, hooked beaks, and strong talons.
The Raptor Trust is home to five
Barred Owls, and two of them
are used as educational
ambassador birds. Sonny came
to the Raptor Trust as a fluffy
nestling that had fallen from his
nest. He had a broken wing,
which we repaired, but he was
left without any sustainable
flight. Sonny is also imprinted
on humans. Vilma arrived at the
Trust as an adult, after being hit
by a car. She also had a
fractured wing, which healed,
but left her unable to fly or hunt.
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Wild Barred Owls have a very specific habitat that
they prefer. They need large, unfragmented
tracts of forest. These old growth forests
provide large trees with holes in them, called
cavities, for Barred Owls to nest in. Barred Owls
will also nest inside man-made nest boxes, if they
are put up in suitable habitat. Barred Owls do
not build a nest inside the hole; they simply lay
their eggs on whatever debris is already in the
bottom of the cavity.
Barred Owls are large owls, so they don't have
many predators. However, their main predator is
the slightly bigger Great Horned Owl.

Barred Owls are nocturnal, meaning they only
come out at night and their eyes are specially
adapted to see perfectly in the dark. During the day
Barred Owls roost, or sleep, in trees. The barring
on their feathers helps them to camouflage while
resting in trees.
Like other owls barred owls have extremely good
hearing and can fly silently. Their silent flight is due
to a special edge on their feathers, that cuts
through the air without making a sound. If you were
to look at an owl feather under a microscope the
edge is serrated. These adaptations help them to
hunt very efficiently. Barred owls eat a wide variety
of animals like squirrels, chipmunks, rabbits,
smaller birds, amphibians, and reptiles. They will
even wade into water to catch crayfish!
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